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HISTOai OP ENGLAND 

FitOM 

THE PEACE OF UTRECHT. 



CHAPTER LXI. 



TuE rising feiinent in England, at the close of 1779 and 
coxmnencement of 1780, was shown in numei-ous couaty 
meetings, aU tending to Economical Eefona. It was 
natural thaf^ at such a period, the complaints of the 
people should take that course. There was a pang in 
contributing to taxes for the prosecution of tho war, 
and receiving no news of triumph in return. There 
was a contrast, such as could not fail to strike tlie least 
observant minds, of the frequently recurring debts upon 
the Civil List with the personal frugality and unostenta- 
tious habits of the King. There was a clamoiir, andajust 
one surely, at the number of sinecure places bestowed' 
on undeserving men, — at seeing suddenly enriched so 
many a son or nephew of some hut second-rate Minister ; 
each decked with some scarce intelligible title, as Clerk 
of the Pipe, or Clerk of the Pells, or one of the Justices 
in Eyre ; each enabled, under cover of this gibberish, to 
draw an ample salary. 

Such feehngs, which could not fail to arise in a long 
protracted and as yet inglorious war, were, of course, 
heightened and inflamed by all the skill of Opposition, 
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2 HISTOKT 01" EKGLAND. CHAP. LXI. 

In the first fortnight of December, 1779, two motions for 
Economical E«form were brought forward in the House 
of Lords ; the one by the Duke of Richmond, the second 
^y the Earl of Shelburne. Botii were rejected by large 
majorities. But on the same night as Lord Shelburne's 
Burke in the Commons gave notice, that after the Christ- 
mas holidays he would introduce a Bill on tliis important 
subject. At the same time he also stated the outUno of 
his intended measure, and receiTed warm encouragements 
front Fox and other of his friends. "I am just come," 
said Fox, " from another place, where the first men in 
" thia iingdom, the first in abilities, the first in estima- 
"tion, are now libelling this House." Here, many a 
member may have, as Fox expected, shown surprise. 
"Yes, I repeat it," cried Fox. "Every instance they 
"give — and they give many and strong instances — of 
"uncorrected abuse with regard to public money is a 

" libel on this House. Every thing they state 

"on the luxuriant growth of pocrupt influence — and 
"it never was half so flourishing — ia a libel on this 
" House." * 

Richmond and Shelburne, though outvoted, were not 
foiled. The iU success of the Parliamentary attacks, far 
from checking, rather incited and called forth, the popu- 
lar demonstrations. Before the month of December had 
expired, an important meeting, which served as a pattern 
to the rest, was held in the diief town of onr greatest 
county. From a single private room at York there went 
forth with no eonunon strength the cry for Economical 
Eeform. There stood Rocltingham and Savile; there 
crowded in the independent freeholders, notwithstanding 
the many efforts that were made, by threat or by persua- 
sion, to prevent them from attending. Such at least was 
the charge brought by the Marquis of Carmarthen, who 
was XjOtA Lieutenant of the East Riding at the time of 
the meeting, but who, concurring in its object, was in 
consequence dismissed from his Lord Lieutenancy, f 



' Paj-I. Hist. voL xs. p. 1302. 

t Speech in the Hoiise of Lords, Febrnary 8. 17S0. He stig- 
matises the means wMeh. had been used as "mean, Ghabby, pitiful, 
"and unwarrantable," That rcry day ha had received Ihc news of 
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1780. GREAT MEEIING AT TORE. 3 

In. spite of every exertion, to the contrary, upwards of 
8,000 freeholders signed the county petition agreed upon 
at York, praying the House of Commoos to reduce all 
exorbitant emoluments, and abolish all sinecure places. 
Another part of the York proceedings was to appoint a 
Committee of sixty-one gentlemen to carry on the neces- 
sary correspondence for promoting the prayer of the 
petition, and likewise to prepare the plan of a national 
association for the same object, and for "such other 
"measures as might conduce to restore the freedom of 
" Parliament." 

The example of York was soon followed by other 
shires. Middlesex was the next to meet And within 
a very few weeks, twenty-three more of oar English 
counties, and eleven of our largest cities or towns, had 
been convened. In all these there were adopted pe- 
titions similar to that of York ; in most of them there 
were also named Committees of Correspondence. The 
hitter, being far too clearly framed from the precedents 
set by the revolted Colonies, were much disapproved by 
Lord Carmarthen and other moderate men, and were 
dropped accordingly in several of the connties. Nor, 
indeed, did the petitions for Economical Eeform every- 
where pass unanimously. Open resistance to their 
prayer was not likely to prevail. It was ti-ied with 
very ill success at Huntingdon by the Earl of Sandwich. 
But protests, declaring that the whole should be left to 
the wisdom of Parliament, were signed by great part of 
the landed gentiemen in many places. — It is te be noted, 
that in all the steps tending to Economical Eeform both 
branches of the old Opposition — the followers of Lord 
Rockingham and the followers of the late Lord Chatham 
— appear te have cordially concurred. Thus, ■while 
Lord Eockingham was busy in York, Lord Shelburno 
was no less busy in Buckinghamshire ; and Chatham's 
son-in-law, Lord Mahon, became the Chairman of the 
Kent Committee.* 

hia dismissal, nhicb no doobt may liave given a teener edge to his 

' For some of the ulterior pi\)ceediiig 
flas volume IiOtd SheliHuiio's Lctl«r ti 
1780, 
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4 HISTOKT E AMD H. P LX 

The gi-eat Yorkshire j ti n wa p nt 1 t the 
Commons, on the 8th ot F b a j 1 y the p n pal 
Torksliice member, Sir G Sa 1 tl at 

casion, as the forms oftlHseld tytphbt 
Savile deliyered a speech n t pp t II 1 ni 
figure and his feeble vol (ha i aUy h wa f 
fering from hoarseness) smdt xpdadh 1 
licate frame to gather st n th f m tl m gmt d f 
the interests confided to h ha g and h b h 
members, preserving an unb k n 1 nee h w 1 him 
all the attention and resp t due to a ha a t p 

right and unsullied. Thr day late Bu k b ht 
forward the motion that h 1 ad ann u d n E 
mical Reform. His speech as h tly aite w d t w 
revised and published by huns 1^ may d t nk 

among the highest of hia oratorical productions. One 
" of the ablest speeches I have ever heard," said Lord 
North in reply ; " a speech such as no other member 
" could have made." Here the brilliant hues of fancy 
impart form and colour even to the dry bones of financial 
calculation. Here the very details of the Exchequer 
grow amusing. Thus lightly, for example, does Burke 
play on the defects of the five lessor sovereign juris- 
dictions of the realm : " Ours is not a monareliy in 
" strictness ; but as in the Sason times this country was 
« an heptarchy so now it is a strange sort of pentarchy. 
". . . Crossabrook,and you lose the King of England; 
" but yon have some comfort in coming again under His 
" Majesty, though shorn of his beams, and no more than 
" Prince of Wales. Go to the north, and you find him 
" dwindled to a Duke of Lancaster ; turn to the west of 
" that north, and he pops upon you in the humble cha- 
« racter of Earl of Chester. Travel a few miles on, 
" the Earl of Chester disappears, and the King surprises 
" you again as Count Palatine of Lancaster. _ If you 
" travel beyond Mount Edgecombe you find him once 
" more in hia incognito, and he is Duke of Cornwall. 
" So that, quite fatigued and satiated Tvith this dull 
" variety, you are infinitely refreshed when yon return 
" to the sphere of his proper splendour, and behold your 
" amiable Sovereign in liis true, simple, undisguised, 
" native character of Majesty." 
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1780. BTJPSE 0^ ECONOMICAL IffiFOEJr. 5 

Burko proposed that tJieae five lesser jurisdictions 
should be wholly swept awij " When the reason o£ 
"old establishmonts is ^one" — thus with the truest 
Conseryahve wisdom he ^pokf on another branch of his 
subject — " it 11 absuid to keep nothing but tho burthen 
" of them. This is superstitiously to embalm a carcase 
" not worth an ounce of the gums that are used to 
" preserve it." 

In the same spirit did Burke apply himself to tho 
abuses in the great departments of the Eoyal Household. 
One attempt to correct them, ho said, had indeed been 
made in the present reign. Lord Talbot, as Higli 
Steward, observing the lavish expense of the King's 
kitchen, had reduced several tables, and put the persons 
entitled to them upon board wages. But subsequent 
duties requiring constant attendance, it was not found 
possible to prevent the King's servants being fed where 
they were employed. " And thus unluclnly," said Burke, 
" this first step towards economy doubled the expense I " 
It formed part of the orator's design, as he explained 
i^ not merely to new model the Royal Household, and 
to clear it of its cumbrous offices, but to r^ulate the 
posts of Paymaster of the Forces and Treasurer of the 
I^avy, to reduce the profits of the Auditors of the Ex- 
chequer, and to abolish alt<^ether the Board of Trade, 
the Civil branch of the Ordnance, and the third Secre- 
taryship of State. That Burke's ideas of reform were as 
yet too extensive, and not snfiiciently matured, may be 
asserted on tho authority of Burke himself; since, at a 
later period, when invested with the responsibilitieB of 
office, and flowed a longer time for reflection, he thought 
proper to recede from so large a portion of his scheme. 
Other parts, however, have been carried into execution 
with the happiest effect; and the high statesman-Iiko 
ability with which Burke, in his speech, pleads for alt 
the wise and temperate — wise, because temperate — 
principles on which he argues, is such as to claim the 
most careful perusal, and the most respectful mention, so 
long as the British Parliament or the British people may 
endure. Tet this was the man whom the superior genius 
of Lord John Cavendish, or of the Marquis of Eocking- 
ham, did not deem worthy to sit in Cabinet' with them, 
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and wLom they consigned to a second place! How high. 
an office in. the state ■would Burke Lave been summoned 
to fill, had either birth or marriage made him even a 
third cousin of His Grace the Duke of Devonshire I 

The eloquence of Burke on those mere economical 
details, enlivened, as we see if, by constant pleasantry, 
and enriched from abundant stores of reading, may de- 
serve the higher admiration, if it be contrasted with the 
style of common financiers. Many such are found to 
value themselves mainly on their dryness and their 
dulnesa. Many such will occur to the recoUeclion of 
every man who has sat in the House of Commons, even 
for a single Session, as fulfilling to the letter Goldsmith's 
masterly delineation of a self-styled man of business : — 
" We men of businras," says his Mr. Lofty, " despise the 
" moderns ; and as for the ancients, we have no time to 
" read them. Why, now, here I stand, that know nothing 
'.' of books. I say, Madam, I know nothing of books ; 
" and yet I believe, upon a land-carriage fishery, a 
" Stamp- Act, or an Lidian Jaghire, I can talk my two 
" hours without feeling the want of them,"* 

Lord North, whatever might be his opinion as to many 
points of Burke's proposal, knew the strength of the 
popular current by which it was borne onwards, and was 
too well skilled in Parliamentary tactics to oppose it 
point-blank. On the contrary, he gave every facility for 
the introduction of Burke's first Bill (Burke had five in 
all), and it was presented with only one dissentient voice 
— that of liord George Gordon. In Committee, how- 
ever, a great variety of objections were started and of 
difficulties shown. Several of Burke's adherents began 
to feel that it was no such easy matter as they had 
thought, with due regard to vested interests, to new- 
model an old and complicated system. The House, by 
degrees, grew weary of the subject; and at length, 
towards the close of the Session, the Bill was demolished 
by a side-blow in Committee, Burko declaring, however, 

* The " Goodnatnred Man," act ii. There is also something 
most true tti nature in Mr. Lofty's answer to the lady wlio had 
quoied to him Waller the poet. " Wallei', Waller, is he of the 
"House?" 
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that he should not fail to bring forward the si 
in the course of the next year. 

It ia greatly to tlie honour of Burke's integrity and 
firmness, considering the vehement popular outcry at 
the time, that, while proposing to restrain and regulate 
the future Pension List, he forbore — and he gave his 
reasons for forbearing — to resume or curtail, or lay any 
tax upon, the pensions already granted. This defect (for 
so it might seem to heated partisans) was supplied by 
several auxiliary or rival motions. Colonel Barre thun- 
dered against the men of overgro'wn wealth still permitted 
to hold unreduced places of vast emolument, and rioting 
in the Army Extraordinaries. On another day, ho said, 
he should propose a Commission of Accounts. But Lord 
North, dexterously coinciding in this proposal, drew the 
appointment of the Commission, greatly to BarrS's in- 
d^natiou, into his own hands. Sii- George Savile moved 
that the names at least of the holders of all pensions for 
life, or patent places, should bo laid before the House. 
His motion was supported by Fox with his now cus- 
tomary eloquence and powers of both ai-gument and 
ridicule, but was resisted by Lord North. " To expose," 
said the Minister, " the necessities of ancient and noble 
"families to the prying eye of malignant curiosity — to 
hold up the man who has a pension to the envy aud 

detraction of him who hates him because he has none 

■'to prepare a feast for party writers, and furnish materials 
"for magazines and newspapers which would magnify 
"and misrepresent every circumstance, — these are the 
bad effects ; but I know of no good ones that could 
result from such indiscriminate exposure, since the 
Civil List money was granted freely, and without re- 
striction or control, to the person of the King," * 
Able speeches to the same effect were delivered by 
two other members of the Government — by the Lord- 
Advocate, Henry Dundas, and by Wedderbura, the 
Attorney- General. Their defence provoked from 

"■ Debates in iho Commons, February is. and El. 1780. From 
a subaeqncut diEcnssion in the Lords (Pari. Hist., vol. xxi, p. 2S9.) 
we may gather that, as tlie Pension List then stood, the Scottish 
Peers, or their family eonneoiions, were suspected to have obtained 
the lioa's share of it. 
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Colonel BairS (besides tlie lie direct -which lie gave fo 
Wedderburn) a. most unworthy sarcasm, quite ia accord- 
ance, howe-ver, with the illiberal spirit of that time. 
Not one Engliahmao, he said, dares to stand forth in 
defence of the Minister: he has only two Scots! Xord 
North had moved an amendment, limiting the motions 
to all pensions "payable at the Exchequer," so as to 
exempt those depending solely upon the Civil List ; but 
oven thus he prevailed ia the division by a majority of 
only two TO tea. 

Speaking on the same side, and in the same debates, 
Lord Nugent had exclaimed, " There are many Lady 
"Bridgets, Lady Marys, and Lady Jennys who would 
"he much hurt at having their names entered in our 
" proceedings as pensioners of State." Li this lighter 
Btrain Lord Nugent scarcely did justice to his own 
opinions. When in 1838 the Pension List was thoroughly 
sifted by a Committee of the House of Commons, and the 
cause of every pension, with the circumstances of the 
holder, so far as they could be traced, were made pubhc 
to the world, there were found undoubtedly some oases 
of ladies in which high birth combined with poverty had 
been held as sufficient recommendations to the Royal 
Bounty. But cases are far more numerous of ladies for 
whom a pittance had been worthily earned by the puhUe 
service of a kinsman, and who were not always protected 
by that pittance from severe distress. No instance ot 
the kind can be stronger than that of the Hon. General 
Carey, a descendant of the heroic Falkland, who in this 
very year, 1780, was killed at the faking of St. Lucia 
from the French, leaving behind him an infant family of 
daughters. To each of these daughters a yearly pension 
of 80/. was granted by the King, Two of them survived 
tin the Pension List inquiry of 1838, when the one, a 
lady then sixty-seven years of age, and belonging, as she 
says, to "that despised and degraded class called pen- 
" sioners," found it requisite to write to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer in vindication of their claims. She 
first points out how ill, even in a worldly sense, their 
pensions had atoned for a father's early care ; how they 
had come forth as orphaais without a friend or protector, 
and since had struggled on "in something nearly allied 
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"to want. — I must not, however," she adds, "allow this 
" melaaeholy enumeration to make me forget that which 
" I must ever remember with gratitude, nam.ely, that this 
" pension, whicli in thes« dear times furnishes me with little 
" more than daily bread, and obliges me, to obtain that^ 
" to live in banishment, was yet the means of procuring 
"me that religious and solid education adapted to my 
"fortunes, which has enabled me to bear up against all 
"the sorrows of them. I have, indeed, enjoyed it long — 
" perhaps the gentiemen of the Committee will think too 
" long — hut that has been the will of God, and cot my 
"fault; and it is true that, as it is my only resonrce, I 
" should be glad to retain it if I can be allowed so to do 
"with honour and without reproach, and to receive it 
"with that dignified thankfulness with which the daughter 
"of a usefully brave British officer may accept a national 
" testimony of her father's deserts ; but if this cannot be, 
"and his services are considered as having been long 
"remunerated, why, then, Sir, I can cheerfully resign 
" that which I shaU hope may lessen the distress of some 
" younger and weaker child of affliction ; and being, by 
" GJod'a blessing, able, both in body and mind, to seek my 
"own subsistence in the education of the children of 
"some more fortunate family, I may, perhaps, find an 
"answer to the quarterly question of my mind whether 
" sucii wages as I should then receive for my honest ser- 
" vice ■were not more honourable than the degrading 
" reception of a pension so grudgingly bestowed."* 

The personal tendency of many of the questions dis- 
cussed in the Session of 1780 may be traced in the per- 
sonal conflicts that they provoked. An altercation 
between Mr. Fox and another member of Parliament, 
Mr. William Adam, was followed by a duel, in which 
Mr. Fox was slightly wounded. Some months later, in 
the Lords, the Earl of Shelburno thought proper to com- 
plain that the command of one of the new-raised regi- 
ments had been bestowed on & mere civilian member of 
Parliament, Mr. Fullarton ; and that gentleman having 

* This touching and beautiful letter is dated Vienna, Jannsry 
11.1838. It is printed at length in the pi " - - - 
leu, p. 6. (PorL Papers.) 
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formerly been attached to the British embassy at Paris, 
Lord Shelbume applied to him, in contempt, the French 
term gommis. Colonel Fullarton, with rather too much 
of the fire of his new profession, not only retaliated upon 
Lord Shelburne in tlie Lower House, but fought him in 
Hyde Park ; on which occasion the noble Peer was shot^ 
though not dangerously, in the body. With good reason 
might Sir Jamea Lowthcr take up the subject that same 
CTeiiing in the Commons. If, he said, there are to be 
these constant appeals to arms, the Parliament of Eng- 
land will become no better than a Polish Diet. Yet 
certainly such meetings were not uncongenial to the 
temper of that tame. We find the strongest arguments 
in their defence alleged on Dr. Johnson's high authority." 
We find eTeu Sir James Lowther, in reproving them, 
careful to explain that he did so only when tliey trenched 
oa freedom of debate. He had himself, he said, been 
more than once engaged in conflicts of that nature upon 
other grounds, and whenever he was called upon he 
trusted he aliould show himself ready. No disapproba- 
tion of the duel as such was expressed by the Corres- 
ponding Committees, though some of them were eager to 
insinuate that Lord Shelbume, from Lis zeal in their 
behalf had been singled out for vengeance by the re- 
tainers of the Government 

Another altercation of that period migi.t have led no 
less to conflict but for the graver and more nearly judi- 
cial character of one of the parties concerned. There had 
been for some time a growing alienation between the Court 
and the Speaker of the House of Commons, Sir Fletcher 
Norton ; but when the rumour rose, that applications 
had been made to the Ciiief Justice (De Grey) to retire, 
so that the Attorney- General might be seated in his 
place, Norton could no longer restrain himself. He took 
occasion, when the House was in Committee on Burke's 
Bill for Economical Reform, to complain that this very 
post of Chief Justice had been held out to him by the 

* Life by Boswell, under the dates of April 10. 1772, and 
April 19. 1773, Foots, at the same period, writing witb the exag- 
geration roMoh we might expect from him, makes his St^or of 
Mililia, when a^;i'ieved, exclaim, " I will get our Chaplain t« pen. 
" me a challenge ! " (The Msijor of GaiTatt^ act ii.) 
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Duko of Grafton as an inducement to accept meanwMle 
the Speaker's chair. It was enough for Lord North to 
answer coldly, that lie was not bound bj a promise of hia 
predecessor. He likewise disclaimed all knowledge of 
my such negotiation with the Chief Justice as the 
Speaker had supposed- But Wedderbum, stung at Sir 
Fletcher's mention of his name, poured upon him, in 
reply, with most powerful effect, a torrent of wit and 
invective. He reminded the House, that the Speaker 
had not disdained to accept, in requital, nay, in aaticipa- 

,tion, of hia services, one of the richest of the sinecurea 

a Chief Justiceship in Eyro. He added, and surely with 
much force and truth, " When the Eight Honourable 
" gentleman quitted Westminster HaO to slide first into 
the enjoyment of a great sinecure, and afterwards to 
be exalted to the high situation he still holds, he left 
"behind him many who continued to labour with 
" industry and assiduity in hopes that the line of prefer- 
■' ment would be open to them. It is rather hard, there- 
fore, that the Eight Honourable gentleman should 
throw hia mantle over those whom he has loft to toil 
behind him, and secure to himself an exclusive claim to 
return to the profession, not for the purpose of joining 
in the toil of il, but merely to enjoy those posts of 
dignity and honour which other men in the daily routine 
of business had laboured to merit, and expected in their 
turn to receive."* 

_ The cry for Economical Eeform, which had taken its 
rise in the distresses of the country, drifted more and 
more, as impelled by party spirit towards distrust of the 
Crown. See, it was exclaimed, both in and out of Par- 
liament, how vast the influence, how irresponsible the 
power, which that army of inferior placemen can com- 
mand ! Mr. John Crewe, member for Cheshire, brought 
in a Bill which had once been Mr. Dowdeswell's, to 
disable revenue-officers from voting at elections ; he was 
supported both by Fox and Conway ; but on the motion 

• See the Pari. Hist, vol. xsi. p. 274. and Lord Campbell's 
Lives of the Chancellora, voL vi p. 136.; the last containiag an 
acconnt of Wcdderbum's epoocli as derii-ed from the first Lord 
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that " the Bill be now committed," he found liimself in 
a minority. Sir Philip Jennings Gierke renewed his 
motion of ii former year, to exclude eontractors from the 
House of Commons, unless their contracts weie obtained 
by a public bidding. His Bill passed the Commons 
almost nnanimously ; but in the Upper House, the 
active exertions and the able speeches of Lord Chief 
Justice Mansfield and Lord Chancellor Thurlow procnred 
its rejection. ActiTity likewise, though not ability, 
might on that occasion be justly ascribed to Lord Hills- 
borough. Certain it is, that at no other period of oiir 
annals, did the abuses of the contract system flourish 
in such rank luzurianee. At no other period were they 
so highly detrimental fo the public service. Thus, to 
give only one slight instance, Colonel Simcoc, a most 
active officer in our later American campaigns, speaking 
of this very year, 1780, complains of the "miserable 
"contract hats which had been sent fi-om England,"* 
Even now, after so much has been achieved by way both 
of safeguard and reform, we may sometimes still feel the 
truth of that caustic remark made by Pepys two cen- 
turies ago: — "I see it is impossible for the King to 
" have things done as cheap as other men !"■[■ 

It was on the 6th of April that the rising jealousy of 
the executive power was, both in and out of Parliament, 
most conspicuously shown. Thero was held that after- 
noon a meeting of the people of Westminster, where Fox 
appeared and delivered an harangue, supported by his 
two friends, the Dukes of Portland and of Devonshire. 
At the request of the Middlesex magistrates, and from 
the apprehensions of some popular disturbance, a body of 
troops had been drawn out and kept ready in the neigh- 
bourhood of Westminster Hall. How far fi^m ill- 
founded were those apprehensions was abundantly proved 
by the events in London, only a few weeks afterwards. 
But meanwhile the timidity, as it was termed, of the 
Middlesex magistrates exposed them to most vehement 
invectives from the Opposition chiefs. Burke, in the 
House of Commons, called them "reptiles," — the mere 

e,p.92. 



Hcssdb, Google 



1780. EESOLUTIONS MOTED BY DCrfNING. 13 

"ecum of the earth," "If cried Fox, "a set of men 
"are to be let loose on the Constitutional meetings of 
" the people, then all who go to auch meetings must go 
" armed I " 

Within the House the business of the day was begun 
by the presentations of further petitions in favour of 
Economical Eeform— petitions so many and so large, 
tha^ according to the strong expression of a contem- 
porary writer, they seemed, not so much to cover, as to 
bury the table.* Then, with the House in Committee, 
Dunning rose. Clearly, boldly, and with the utmost 
bitterness of language, he reviewed the conduct of the 
Ministers with regard to Burko's great measure of re- 
form: at first, he said, they hod received it with a 
show of candour, and a kind of mock approbation, but 
they had afterwards declared themselves fundamentally 
opposed to every one of its leading objects. Other 
measures of that Session, tending to the same end, had 
been in like mannei' either defeated or eluded. What, 
then, remains, said Dunning, but for the House to bind 
itself, and satisfy the public by putting forth a clear 
simple proposition, and voting the words which he con- 
cluded with moving; — "That it is the opinion of this 
" Committee, that the influence of the Crown has in- 
" creased, is increasing, and ought to be diminished." 

Sir Fletcher Norton, fullof spleen gainst Lord North, 
e^erly availed himself of the Speaker's privilege of 
speaking in Committee, and strongly supported Mr. 
Dunning's Resolution. So far did his rancour overpower 
his judgment, that we find him insist on a point most 
unseemly for a Speaker to urge — that if Honourable 
Members should now vote the petitions of the people 
unfounded, 'he wished them much joy of going down to 
their constituents with that opinion. Lord North, in 
reply, spoke with his usual talent, though scarcely with 
his usual temper. He reminded the House, as he might 
with perfect truth, that he had never insinuated that his 
abilities were equal to his post, and had constantly 
declared himself ready to resign it ; but stiU, he said, he 
had maintained himself, in spite of the exertions of those 

* Annuai Bister, 1780, p. IGS. 
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who had fomierly contended against the rights of the 
people, and who were now pursuing measures likely to 
overturn the Coastitutiofl. 

In the conrse of this arduous debate, a diversion in 
favour of the Government was attempted by one of its 
ablest members — the Lord Advocate. First, he moved 
that the Chairman should leave the Chair. But that 
motion, being understood as stifling the inquiry, was ill- 
received, and, by permission of the House, withdrawn. 
Nest, he proposed to add, as an amendment to the 
original motion, the opening words, " it is now necessary 
" to declare." Fox, as the Opposition leader, stated 
his acquiescence in the suggestion, and the motion of 
Dunning was put to the House in that amended form. 
Still, however, the Lord Advocate retained the liberty 
of voting, and he did vote, against the whole motion ; 
while he had succeeded in his object, namely, to convert, 
as far as possible, a general averment into a temporary 
declaration, which might, at some future period, be 
retracted or disowned. 

Mr. Dunning and his friends had certainly some con- 
siderable instances to allege in support of their position. 
But they wholly overlooked the fact that if, on the one 
side, the influence of the Crown had been augmenting, 
there was, on the other, at least an equal relaxation of 
its prerogative. It is laid down as beyond all dispute, 
by a most judicious and impartial historian of our own 
time, that ever since the Sevolution, there Las been a, 

rtematic diminution of the reigning prince's control* 
all probability, however, such considerations decided 
but few votes. Many more were swayed by the argu- 
ment at which the Speaker had so unscmpulously 
glanced, that the Parliament was now near closing the 
sixth year of its existence, and must, at no distant period, 
be dissolved. Under these impressions, the Eesolution 
of Dunning was carried gainst the G^overnment by a 
majority of eighteen, the numbers being 233 and 216. It 
is worthy of note that, of all the English county mem- 
bers, no more than nine appear in the lists of the 
minority. 

* Halliim's Conatlt. Iliat., vo!. iii. p. SB^. 
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His first Eesoluiion being thus carried. Dunning forth- 
■with proceeded to move a Bccond, purporting tliat tlie 
House tad the full right to correct any abuses in the 
Civil List Revenue. A third Resolution was added by 
Thomas Pitt, to tbe effect that it was tlieir duty to 
redress, without delay, the grievances complained of in 
the petitions of the people. These latter declarations 
being like'wiae affirmed in spite of the efforts of Lord 
North, Fox, at past one o'clock in the morning, moved 
that all three should be immediately reported to the 
House. With good reason might Lord North protest 
against that course, as " violent, arbitrary, and unusual ; " 
but Fox persisting as tboagh desirous to leave the House 
no leisure for reflection, and the Government not ven- 
turing to try a secoud division, the Eeport was brought 
up and the House adjourned. 

Exulting in his victory. Dunning was eager to pursue 
it. When next the Committee met, he brought forward 
other motions more in detail, respecting the Civil List 
and the right of certain members of the Household to sit 
in Parliament On the division, however, he saw his 
numbers decrease ; and they were still further lessened 
after an adjournment of ten days, which the Speaker's 
iUness rendered necessary. The old supporters of Lord 
North, who had voted against him on the 6th of April, 
began to think that they had done enough for their own 
popularity at the General Election. They now paid less 
regard to their constitnenta and more to their convic- 
tions; and thus the current of their votes returned to 
its accustomed channel When Donning moved an Ad- 
dress, requesting the King not to dissolve the Parliament, 
nor prorogue the Session, until proper measures had been 
taken to diminish the influence of the Crown, he found 
himself defeated in a full house by a majority of 51 ; 
another motion by Seijeant Adwr, for withholding the 
Supplies until after the redress of grievances, was nega- 
tived without debate; and finally, on the 26th of May, 
when the House was again in Committee on Petitions, a 
technical motion that the Chairman should leave the 
Chair was carried against Dunning by a majority of 43. 
Thus, the important Resolutions of the 6th of April re- 
mained, as it were, alone upon the Journals; all their 
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expected consequeiicea, all the steps requisite to give 
them force and validity, having been rejected by the 
House. Deep was the disappointment and loud the 
clamour of the Opposition chiefs. Even tlieir vocabulary 
of invective, though most ample and well tried, scarcely 
sufficed to their zeaL " It is shameful, it is base, it is 
" unmanly, it is treaciierouB," cried Fes. On the other 
hand. Lord North, who had never lost his good humour 
since his defeat, showed himself no less composed and 
equable at hia return of fortune. 

But within a few days of the close of these trans- 
actions, they were quite foi^otten in a train — new and 
wholly unlooked for — of afEairs. Then of a sudden, 
like a meteor rising from the foulest marshes, appeared 
tliose fearful riots, to which the most rank intolerance 
gave origin, and Lord George Gordon a name. Then 
tlie midnight sky of London was reddened with incen- 
diary fires, aad her streets resounded to the cry of an 
infuriated mob ; then our best and wisest statesmen had 
to tremble, not only for their lives, but for their hearths 
and homes ; then for once in our annals, the powers of 
Government and order seemed to quail and succumb 
before the populace of the capital ia arms. 

In a former chapter it has been already shown how 
the Protestant Associations, spreading from Scotland to 
England, and selecting Lord George Gordon as their 
common chief, continued, through the year 1779, to 
gather strength and numbers. * Tho conduct of Lord 
George showed that he was well entitled to his post of 
pre-eminence in folly. During the Session of 1780, he 
made many speeches in the House of Commons, always 
marked by ignorant fanaticism, and often by low buf- 
foonery. Thus, on one occasion, we find him call Lord 
Nugent "the old i-at of the Constitution." -f Here his 
meaning seems not quite cleai', nor is it of the least 
importance to discover ; but it may serve for a sample of 
his style. Early in the year, he had obtained an au- 
dience of the King, and read out to his Majesty page 
after page of an Irish pamphlet, so long as the daylight 
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lasted.* He suspected, or at least he was wont to insi- 
nuate, that George the Third was a Eoman Catholic at 
heart. His next object was to obtain popular p'etitions, 
complaining of the recent relaxation in the Penal Laws. 

It had been hoped, in the course of the last year, that 
some indulgence to the Protestant Dissenters might be 
the best means to lessen or divert their rancour against 
the Boman Catholics, and to convince them that no 
exclusive favour was intended to these last. With such 
views nearly the same measure of Eelief from Sub- 
scription, which the Lords had rejected by a large ma- 
jority in 1772, and again in 1773, passed their House in 
1779, when transmitted from the Commons, and, it is 
said, without debate, t The indulgence was accepted, 
but the rancour was not removed. This plainly ap- 
peared from the great popular support with which even 
the wildest projects of Lord George Gordon were re- 
ceived. The petition which he wished to obtain from 
London was at this time the object of his especial care. 
It was invited and urged on in every manner by public 
advertisements and by peraonal entreaties. It was for 
several weeks in circulation, and received many thousand 
signatures. To give it greater force and effect Lord 
George, towards the close of May, convened a meeting 
of the Protestant Association in Coaehmakers' 'Hall. 
There, after a long speech, and in a most crowded room, 
he gave notice that he would present the petition to the 
House of Commons, on the 2nd of June. Eesolutions 
were passed that the whole body' of the Association and 
their friends would, on that day, assemble in St. George's 
Fields, with blue cockades in their hats to distinguish 
all true Protestants from their foes. Still further to 
incite them Lord George added that if the assemblage 
did not amount to 20,000 he would not present the 
petition. 

Accordingly on Friday, the 2nd of June, and at ten 
o'clock in the morning, St. George's Fields were 
thronged with blue cockades. They were computed at 

• H, Walpoltj to Laity Ossory, January 29. 1 780. 

t Pari. Hist. vol. xx. p. 333. See also ii 
fifth volume, a letter fiom Dr. Price to 
MhtoIi 11. 1773. 

VOL. VII. C 
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50,000 or 60,000, aiid by some persons oven at 100,000 
men." The love of frolic and of staring had certainly 
brought many new accessions to their ranks. Appear- 
ing in the midst and welcomed by their enthu^astie 
cheers, Lord George Gordon, in the first place, indulged 
them with another of his silly speeches. Next, they 
were marshalled in separate bands, the main body 
marching oyer London Bridge and through Temple Bar 
to the Houses of ParliamenL Li this procession tliey 
walked six abreast, and in their yan was carried their 
great petition, containing, it was said, no less than 
120,000 signatures or marks. 

London, at that period, was far from yet possessing 
the sturdy and disciplined police which now, on any 
chance of riot^ or even of mere crowd and pressure, 
lines our streets and squares. There were only the 
parish, beadles, aad the so-called watchmen of the night, 
for the most part feeble old men, frequently knocked 
down by the revellers, and scoffed at by the play- 
wrights, of the age. In the face of that mighty array 
so long previously announced, which Lord George 
Gordon was leading to Whitehall, not one measure of 
precaution had been taken by the GoveMiment They 
had neither sworn in any special constables nor stationed 
any soldiers. It must be owned, however, that the 
reproaches on that score came witli no, good grace from 
the lips of the Opposition chiefs, which had so lately 
poured forth their loudest clamours when, in the appre- 
hension of some tumult at the Westminster meeting, a 
body of troops had been kept ready. 

Finding no obstruction to their progress, the bl«e 
cockades advanced to Palace Yard, and took possession 
of the open space some time before the two Houses met, 
as they did later in the afternoon. Then, with only a 
few door-keepers and messengers between them and some 

* London Courant, June 3. 1780. This newspaper thinks fit to 
aiid, " It ysa a glocions and most afifecting spectacla to see sadt 
" numtieiB of our fellow- citizens advancing in the cause of Protest- 
"anCism, whicli our Protestant Bishops have ao ineani; and 
"infamously deserted." Bnt by the next publicadon (Monday, 
June 5.) the Editor's tone had wholly changed. "What melancholy 
" forebodings must not the outi'age and insnlt," &c. &C. 
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of the principal objects of their fury, they were not long 
in learning the. dangerous secret of their strength. The 
Lords had been summoned for that day, to hear a motion 
from the Duke of Kichntoud, in favour of annual Par- 
liaments and unrestricted suffrage. Lord Chancellor 
Thurlow was ni and at Tunbridge, and the Earl of 
Mansfield had undertaken to preside in liis place. But 
as it chanced Lord Mansfield was then most unpopular 
■with the Prot«5tant Associators, having not long since 
charged ajury to acquit a Roman Catholic priest, who 
■was brought before him charged with the crime of 
celebrating Mass. Thus, no sooner did his carrii^e 
appear than it was assailed and its windows broken, 
while the venerable judge, the object of the fiercest 
execrations as "a notorious Papist," made his way into 
the House with great difficulty, and on entering, could 
not conceal his torn robe and his disshevelled wig. He 
took his seat upon the woolsack pale and quivering.* 
The Archbishop of Tork's lawn sleeves were torn off 
and flung in his face. The Bishop of Lincoln, disliked 
as a brother of Lord Thurlow, fared still worse; his 
carri^e was demolished, while the prelate, half fainting, 
sought refuge in an adjacent house, from which, oa 
recovering himself, he made his escape in another dress 
(some said in a woman's) along the leads. Lord Hills- 
borough aad Lord Townshend, who came together, and 
the other Secretary of State, Lord Stormont, were 
roughly handled, and could scarcely make their way 
tlirough the people. From Lord President Bathnrst 
they pulled his wig, telling him, in contumelious terms, 
that he was " the Pope," and also " an old woman ; " 
thus, says Horace Walpole, splitting into two their 
notion of Pope Joan! The Duke of Northumberland, 
having with him in his coach a gentleman in black, a 

* "Quirei'ingon tlie woolendtlika an BSpen" was tlie deeci-iption 
by tha Duke of Gloucester tlisit same night to Horace Wiapole 
(Lettev to J^adj Ossory, June 3. 1780). On iJie other hand, Lord 
Campbell is perhaps a liitle too eager to praise bis btotber Chief 
Justice for " calm dignity," (Lives, 8:c., vol. ii. p. 518.), and to add, 
three pages further, " I observe, with great pride, that on tJiia occfL- 
''sion the Lnw Lord showed much more conrage than any other 
" mcmbi^ i>f the HouEe, spiritual or temporal." 
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cry arose among the multitude that the person thus 
atlired must be a Jesuit and the Duke's confessor ; a 
conclusion, it may fairly be owned, not at all more 
unreasonable than many others they had formed. On 
the strength of this, their discriminating judgment. 
His Grace was forced from his carnage, and robbed of 
his watch wad purse. 

Still, however, as the Peers by degrees came in, the 
business of the House in regular course proceeded. 
Prayers were read, some formal Bills were advanced a 
stage, and the Duke of Richmond then began to state his 
reasons for thinking that, under present circumstances, 
political powers might safely be entrusted to the lowest 
orders of the people. Hia Grace was still speaking when 
Lord Montfort burat into the House, and broke through 
his harangue. Lord Montfort said that he felt bound to 
acquMnt their Lordships of the perilous situation in 
which, at that very moment, stood one of their own 
members ; he meant Lord Boston, whom the mob had 
dragged out of his coach, and were cruelly maltreating. 
" At this instant," says an eye-witness, " it is hardly pos- 
sible to conceive a more grotesque appearance than the 
House exhibited. Some of their Lordships with their 
hair about their shoulders ; others smutted with dirt ; 
most of them as pale as the ghost in Hamlet ; and all 
of them standing up in their several places, and speak-: 
ing at the same instant. One Lord proposing to send 
for the Guards, another for the Justices or Civil Magis- 
trates, many crying out, Adjourn! Adjourn 1 while the 
skies resounded with the huzzas, shoutings, or hootinga 
and hissings in Palace Yard. This scene of unprece- 
"dented alann continued for about half an tour."* 

It was proposed by Lord Townshend that the Peers 
should go forth as a body, and attempt the rescue of 
Lord Boston. TTiia proposal was still debating, rather 
too slowly for its object, when Lord Boston himself came 
in, with his hair disshevelled and liis clothes covered 
with hair-powder. He had been exposed to especial 
danger, thi-ough a wholly unfounded suggestion from 

• Eoprinteil in the Pari. Hist. toI xxi. p. 669. In tlie Lords' 
Journals of that dBy appears the unusual entry : "Notiee was taken 
'■ of a tumultuous asscmbl)'," Stc. 
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some persona in tie crowd, that iio was a Roman Catlo- 
lic ; upon whicli tliQ multitude, with loud imprecations, 
liad threatened to cut the sign of the Cross upon his 
forehead. But he had the skill to engsge some of the 
ring-leaders in a controversy on the question whether 
the Pope be Antichrist ; and while they were eagerly dis- 
cussing that favourite point, he contrived to slip through 
them. ■ After such alarms, however, the Peers did not 
resume the original debate. They summoned to tlie Bar 
two of the Middlesex Magistrates, who declared that 
they had received no orders from the Grovernment, aud 
that, with all their esertions since the beginning of the 
tumult, they had only been able to collect six constable- 
PinaUy, at eight o'clock, the House adjo ed tiU he 
morrow ; and the Peers, favoured by the d sk ret ne I 
home on foot, or in hackney carriages, w th o fu tl er 
insult or obstruction. 

The members of the Commons, as less consp cuo n 
their equipages than the Peers, were not so m ch m lestod 
in passing to their House. But when once assembled, 
their danger was far greater, since the infui-iat«d mul- 
titudey finding no resistance, burst into and kept pos- 
session of the lobby. Here they raised loud shouts of 
"Ko Popery I No Popery!" and "Repeal! Eepeal!"* 
Meanwhile, Lord George Gordon, seconded by Alderman 
Bull, was presenting their great Protestant petition, and 
moving that the House should consider it in Committee 
forthwith. On the other side, it was proposed that this 
Committee should be deferred until Tuesday, the 6th. 
When, however, upon this point a division was demanded, 
it was found impracticable. Neither the Ayes nor the 
Noes could go forth, thronged as was the lobby with 
strangers, and unable as the Sergeant-at-Arms declared 
himself to clear it. During the debates Lord George 
endeavoured to keep up the spirit of his friends by show- 
ing himself at the top of the gallery-stairs, and making 
several harangues to the noisy concourse in the lobby. 
He exhorted them by aU means to persevere ; and told 
them, from time to time, the names of the members who 

I, tho door-keeper. (Stiifo TriiJs, 
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were speaking against them. " There is Mr. Burfee," ho 
said, "the member for Bristol;" and, soon afterwards, 
"Do you know that Lord North calls you a mob?" 
Thus, their fury increasing, the House, at intervals, re- 
sounded with their cries of "No Popery!" and ^eir 
violent knocks at the door. Gleneral Conway and Lord 
Frederick Campbell, that same evening at supper, said 
there was a moment when they thought they must have 
opened the doors, and fought their way out sword in hand. 

Lord North, however, at this crisis showed great firm- 
ness, aniiiialjng the resolution of the House by his un- 
perturbed demeanour, but sending privately, and in all 
hasfe, for a pai-ty of the Guards. Other members made 
it a personal matter with Lord George. Colonel Holroyd 
told him that he had hitherto ascribed his conduct to 
insanity ; but now saw that there was more of malice 
than of madness in it ; and that^ if he again attempted to 
address the rioters, he, Colonel Holroyi^ would immedi- 
ately move for his commitment to Newgate. Colonel 
Murray, one of Lord George's kinsmen, used still bolder 
language: — "My Lord Gteorge, do you-^eally mean to 
" bring your rascally adherents into the House of Com- 
" mons ? If you do, the first man of them that enters 
" I will plunge my sword, not into his body, but into 
"yours ! " Lord George appears to have been daunted. 
Certainly, at least, he was silenced. Lideed, in one part 
of the evening, he quietly went up to the eating-room, 
where he threw himself into a chair and fell asleep, or 
nearly so, while listening to some esoellent admonitions 
from Mr. Bowen, the Chaplain of the House.* 

Failing tlie incitements of Lord George, the crowd 
within the lobby grew less fierce. Out of doors, more- 
over, great exertions were making to allay the storm. 
Lord Mahon, who was known to many of the people as 
a recent candidate for Westminster, harangued them 
from the balcony of a coffee-house, and is said to have 
done good serv ce to the cause of law and order.'j' In 

* Evidence, at his trial, of the Eer. Thomas Bowen. (State 
Trials, vol. xxi. p. 625.) 

t "Lord MtthoQ countcraotetl the incendiary, And chiefly contri- 
" buted by his harangues to conjure down the tempest." (H. 
Wiilpole to Mason, June 4. 1780. See also bis Lottors to Lady 
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this manner time was gained, until towarda nine o'clock, 
ivhen an active Middlesex Justice, Mr. AddingtoD, 
appeared wiUi a party of Horse Guards. Mr. Addington 
told the people in the streets, that he meant them no 
harm, and that the soldiers should retire if they would 
quietly disperse, which many hundreds of tiiem did 
accordingly, first giving the Magistrate three cheers. A 
party of the Foot Guards was also drawn up in the 
Court of Eequests, and the lobby was now cleared ; thus, 
at length, enabling the House of Commons to divide. 
Only eight members were found willing to support Lord 
George in his ignominious proposal for immediate 
deliberation, at tlie bidding and in the presence of the 
mob. Against that proposal 194 votes, including tellers, 
were recorded ; and the House was then adjourned until 
the Tuesday following. 

With the adjournment of both Houses, and the disper- 
sion of the crowd in Palace- Yard, it was imagined that 
the difiiculties of the day had closed. The magistrates 
returned home, and sent away the soldiers. Unhappily, 
several parties of the rioters were intent on further 
mischief. Eepairing to the two Soman Catholic chapels 
of the Sardinian and Bavarian Ministers in Lincoln's 
Inn Fields and in Warwick Street — chapels which 
existed by the faith of treaties, and were not at all 
connected with tlie Acts of 1778 — they set them in 
flames. Engines were sent for, but the mob prevented 
them from playing; while the benches from the Sar- 
dinian chapel, being flung into the street, afforded the 
materials for a bonfire, as a token of the public exultation. 
At length the soldiers came — too late to prevent tKe 
iiavoc, in time only to seize and to secure thirteen of the 

Next morning the town was, to all appearance, per- 
fectly tranquiL The House of Lords met in the forenoon, 
and on the motios of Earl Bathurst, agreed to an Address 

OsBory, vol. ii. p. 415. ed. 1848.) Odb of Lord MbHoji's qnalilica- 
tions for addressing a large orowd with effect is satirioani- glajiceil 
at in the HoMad: — 

"Malion ontroaring torrents in their force, 
" Bankes the precise, and fluent Wilberforce ! " 
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for prosecuting tlie authors and abettors of the recent 
outrages. The angry taunts that followed between the 
Government and Opposition members, may be readily 
conceived and need not be detailed. But it is well 
■worthy of note, with bow much of political foresight and 
sagacity Lord Shelburne suggested the idea of a new 
police. " Let their Lordships," be said, " at least those 
"who are in administration, recollect what the police of 
" France is ; let them examine its good, and not be blind 
" to its evil. They would find its construction excellent ; 
"its use and direction abominable. Let them embrace 
" the one, and shun the otlier," 

Notwithstanding the general and confident belief that 
the disturbances were over, they reeommeneed, in a 
slight degree, that very evening in Moorfields. On the 
next afternoon, that is, on Sunday the 4th, they became 
far more serious in the same quarter. Unhappily 
Kennett, the Lord Mayor, was, as Wilkes afterwards 
complained, a man wholly wanting in energy and firm- 
ness. The first outrages within his jurisdiction being 
unchecked and almost unnoticed, tended to give rise to 
many more. Again assembling in large bodies, the mob 
attacked both the chapels anA the dwelling-houses of the 
Koman Catholics in and about Moorfields. The houses 
they stripped of the furniture, and the chapels of the 
altars, pulpits, pews, and benches, all which served to 
make bonfires in the streets. 

On the ensuing afternoon, that is, on Monday the 6th 
of June, a Drawing Room had been appointed at St. 
James's, in celebration of the Icing's Birthday. Previous 
to the Drawing Koom a Privy Council was held, at 
which the riots wei-e discussed. But as yet they were 
deemed of so slight importance that no one measure was 
taken with regard to them, beyond a Proclamation 
offering a reward of 5001 for a discovery of the persona 
concerned in setting fire to the Sardinian and Bavarian 
chapels. Even Lord Mansfield, who had not only seen, 
but felf^ the fury of the mob, fell into the same error of 
underrating it. When in the course of this day Mr. 
Strahan, tlie printer, who had also been insulted, called 
upon his Lordship to express his fears from the hcen- 
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tiousness of the popalaee, the Chief Justice, -we are told, 
treated it as a very alight irregularity.* 

That delusion, however, was dispelled by the events of 
the same day. Tlie blue cockades, growing bolder and 
bolder by indulgence, mustered in high spirits and with 
increasing numbers. While some parties proceeded to 
destroy the Romanist chapels in Wapping and East 
Smithfield, others broke open aad plundered the shops and 
houses of Mr. Rainsforth and Mr. Maberiy, two trades- 
men who had given evidence against the rioters secured 
on Friday night. But the principal object of attack was 
the house of Sir Greorge Savile, obnoxious as the author 
of the iirst relaxation in the Penal Code. Savile House, 
which stood in Leicester Fields, was accordingly carried, 
as it were, by storm, and given up to piOage. Some of 
the furniture derived from the chapels or the private 
dwellings, was, previously to its being burned in tlie 
adjacent fields, dragged in triumph and displayed through 
Welbeck Street, before the house of Lord Greorge 
Gordon. That foolish young fanatic now began to 
shrink from the results of his own rashness. In the 
name of his Protestant Association he put forth a hand- 
bill, disavowing all share in the riots ; but he soon 
found how far easierit was to raise than to allay the storm. 

By this time the alarm had spread far and wide. 
Burke, who had most zealously supporled Savile in the 
good work of religious toleration, found it requisite, 
with his family, to take refuge beneath the roof of his 
friend General Burgoyne. Throughout these troubles, 
and amidst all the anxious scenes of the next day, his 
demeanour was courageous and composed, and his wife 
showed herself not unworthy such a husband. " Jane," 
thus writes their brother Mr. Richard Burke, "Jane has 
" the firmness and sweetness of an angel ; but why do I 
" say an angel ? — of a woman ! " f 

Chi Tuesday the 6lh, according to adjournment both 
Houses meL A detachment of Foot Guards had been 
ranged in Westminster Hall, and in great n 



■f See Burke's Correspomlanco, vol. it p. 351. 
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awed the mob ; nevertheless, one of the Ministers, Lord 
Stonnont, was slightly wounded, aad his carriage alto- 
gether demolished. The Peel's, after a short discussion, 
adjourned. In the Commona, notwithstanding the alarma 
of personal violence, tliere mustered about 200 members. 
Lord Gleorge Gordon was there as before, decked with a 
blue cockade. Upon this an independent member of 
high spirit, Colonel Herbert, soon afterwards raised to 
the peerage as Lord Porchester, declared that he could 
not sit and vote in that House whilst he saw a Noble 
Lord in it with the ensign of riot in his hat ; and he 
threatened that, if his Lordship wovdd not take it out, 
he would walk across the House and do it for him. 
Lord Geoi^e with rather tame submission, or only 
yielding, as he said, to the entreaties of his friends, put 
the obnoxious symbol in his pocket. Neither Savile, 
noryet Burke, was abseot from his placa Burke, on 
his way down, had been surrounded by the mob, and 
was for some time in their hands- He did not conceal 
his name, nor yet dissemble his sentiments, but remon- 
strated with them, and they, honouring his firmness, let 
Lim go. " I even found," he saya, " friends and woll- 
"vrishers among the blue cockades." Of his subsequent 
speech that day in Parliament, he adds : " I do not think 
"I have ever, on any occasion, seemed to affect the 
" House more forcibly. However, such was the con- 
" fusion that they could not be kept from coming to a 
" Eesolution, which I thought unbecoming and pusil- 
" lanimous ; which was, that we should take that fli^i- 
" tious petition which came from that base gang called 
" the Protestant Association, into o«r serious eonsi- 
" deration. I am now glad that we did eo ; for if we 
" had refused it, the subsequent ravages would have 
"been charged upon our obstinacy."* The Eesolution 
to which Burke tlius objects, had been moved by Ge- 
neral Conway. It went no further than to pledge thej 
House to consider the petitions " as soon as the tumults 
" subside, which are now subsisting." With this promise 
the Commons adjourned. 

* Letler to E. Slmekleton, Juno 13. 1780. (Coiresp. vol. ii. 



Hcssdb, Google 



1780. THE "_\o popeey" cut. 27 

While the Houses were stiil sitting, a portion of the 
mob attacked the ofScial residence of Lord North in 
Downing Street It was saved by the timely appearance 
of a party of soldiers. But during that afternoon, and 
the whole of Wednesday the Tth, ^e outrages rose to a 
far higher pitch tlian they had yet attained. It might 
be said, wilh but slight exaggeration, that for two days 
the rabble held dominion in the town. It might be said 
in the eloquent words of Gibbon, an eye-witness to these 
proceedings, that "forty thousand Puritans, such as they 
" might be in the time of Cromweli, have started out of 
"their graves."* In truth, however, within these two 
days the character of the mob was greatly changed. 
Many of the heated, but honest, 'zealots of the Pi-otestant 
Association had withdrawn. Their places had been 
filled, and more than filled, by fiercer spirits ; by men 
who thirsted for plunder, and by men who aimed at re 
volution. In many cases tl y n w bo t nly bl 

cockades in their hats, but al ak n d 1 n tl 
hands. Flinging aside all futu b n th lly 

tool Lord George, th&y we t was I dir t 1 ly 
secret, hut daring, leaders f tl w &t 11, 1 w 
"No Popery" was their ry and n th ma n tl u 
motive ; it was the Reformed Faith that nave a plea ftr 
some of the worst crimes wliich it condemns 1 

On the Tuesday afternoon, about six o'clock, a vast 
multitude appeared in front of Newgate^ shouting aloud 
for the freedom of their brother rioters committed on the 
Friday night Mr, Akermaji, the keeper, firmly refused 
to betray his duty or deliver the prisoners ; upon which 
his house was attacked and presently in flames. The 
wines and spirits in his cellar supplied, and not in vain, 
opportunity for most brutal dnmkeaness. Meanwhile, 
the yells of the mob without the prison, were answered 
by the wild cry of the felons from within ; some of these 
in hope of liberty, others in dread of conflagration. So 
strong was the prison itself that it might have been 
defended, at least against the rabble, by a mere handful of 
resolute men ; such men, however, were wholly wanting 

■ T^tte to Mi-s. Gibbon, (it Bath, June 3. 1780. (Miscellaneous 
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at tliat place and time. Sledge-hammers and pickaxes 
were plied with, slight effect against the iron-atudded 
doors ; but they were set on fire by means of Mr. Alter- 
man's furniture, which was drawn out and piled close 
upon them. The flames, also, from Mr. Aterman's house 
quickly spread to the chapel, and from the chapel to the 
cells, and made a gap for the mob to enter ; thus, ere 
long, they were in riotous possession of the prison. All 
the prisoners, to the number of tlu'ee hundred, com- 
prising foui- under sentence of death and ordered for 
execution on the Thursday morning, were released. No 
attempts were made to check, and many to extend, the 
flames. Thus was Newgate, at that tuae the strongest, 
and as might have been supposed securest, of all our 
English gaols, which had lately been rebuilt at a charge 
of no less than 140,000/^ lorded over that night hy a 
frantic populace, and reduced to a smouldering ruin. 
Within a few hours, there was nothing left of the stately 
edifice, beyond some bare stone walls too thick and massy 
for the force of fire to bring down. 

On the same Tuesday evening, other detachments of 
the mob iu like manner broke open the new gaol at 
Clerkenwell, and set free the prisoners. The dwellings 
of three active magistrates, Mr. Hyde, Mr. Cox, and Sir 
John Fielding, were also attacked and gutted by the 
rioters. In many districts the inhabitants found them- 
selves compelled by threats to illuminate their houses. 
But far fiercer was the gang, which, towards midnight, 
gathered before the house of Lord Mansfield in Blooms- 
bury Square. Loud yells were raised against the Chief 
Justice, who with Lady Mansfield had baj-ely time to 
escape by a back-door, and take refuge in the house of a 
Mend. Directly afterwards the mob poured in, caiTying 
havoc and destruction through ail the stately rooms. 
They had brought with them torches and combustibles, 
and kindled a fire in the street below, which they fed not 
ouly with the fuvniture and hanging, but with the 
pictures, volumes, and papers, which they tore down and 
threw over from the wiiidowa. Then perished an excel- 
lent library, formed by one of the most accomplished 
scholars of his age ; books enriched by the luindwriting 
of Pope and Bolingbroke, and of his other literary 
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friends, or by Lis own notes upon the margin. Then 
■was lost an iiiTaluable collection of faaiiliar letters 
■which I,ord Mansfield had been storing for well nigh half 
a century, as materials, it was siwd, for memoirs of bis 
times. Yet amidst all this ferocious havoc well worthy 
of the Goths or Vandals, the leaders of the mob showed 
sometliing of a higher spirit. They would not allow the 
valuables to be caiTied off as booty, declaring that they 
acted from principle, and not for plunder. One ragged 
incendiary was even seen to cast into the fire a costly 
piece of plate ■with an oath that it should never go in pay- 
ment of Masses ! * 

Unhappily, the same scruples did not apply to wine. 
Lord Mansfield's cellar being forced open, its contents 
were freely distributed, and supplied the riotors -with 
fresh incentives to their fury. Meanwhile, the flames, 
extending to the mansion, reduced it long ere morning to 
a bare and blackened shell. Strange aa it may seem, all 
these outrages were committed in the hearing, and 
iilraost in the sight, of a detachment of the Foot 
Guards, which had arrived at neariy the commencement 
of the fray. But they had been restrained by the doubts 
which then prevailed, whether the troops had any legal 
right to flre upon the mob, unless a magistrate were 
present, first to read forth at full length all the provisions 
of the Biot Act, When a gentleman, a friend of Lord 
Mansfield, went to the officer in command, requiring him 
to enter the house and defend if, the officer replied that 
the Justices of the Peace had all run away, and that con- 
sequently he could or would do nothing, f When at 
length a magistrate was caught, and made to mumble 
through the clauses, the soldiers did advance and fire two 
volleys. It was then too late. The dischai^e might kill 

♦ See Lord CninpbelTs IJvea of the Chief Juslicee, toI. ii, 
p, 524. The lines of Cowper on this outrage, are perhaps among 
the most pleasing of his lesser poems. Well mighl; he say of Lord 
MaosHeld's books : 

" Their pnges mangled, burnt, and torn, 

" Their l<ias was his alone; 
" Bnt ages yet to come shall mourn 
" The burning of his own !" 
t Evidence of Sir Thomas Mills. (State Trials, vol. xxi. 
p. 664.) 
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or maim some fivo or six poor drunken wretches, but 
could impress no salutary terror on the rest. They 
looked on without concern, some stupified and others 
maddened by their unwonted draughts of wine. Tet 
these were the very men who perhaps, a few hours 
before, might have slunk back in terror at the mere sight 
of a red coat. How forcibly do the events of that night 
illustrate what one of the principal sufferers by them, 
the Chief Justice, afterwards pronounced, that it is the 
highest humanity to check the infancy of tumults ! * 

Thus did that night pass in confiagration and dismay. 
Next morning, Wednesday, the 7th of June, the con- 
flagrations were arrested, but the dismay continued. 
The shops in most places were kept carefully closed. In 
many districts the householders endeavoured to secure 
themselves by chalking " No Popery " on their doors, or 
hanging blue silk from their windows. Still more effec- 
tual, perhaps, was the precaution of paying money to 
sever^ of the recent rioters, who made their rounds to 
claim it, wfdking singly, and three of them mere boys ; 
but each anned with an iron bar, torn from the railings 
in front of Lord Mansfield's house. One fellow, mounted 
on horseback, refused, it was said, to take anything but 
gold. Tet amidst so much of horror there were not 
wanting, as usual, some points of ridicule. Thus, the 
Jews who lived in Houndsditch and Duke's Place, sharing 
in the common terror, wrote upon their shutters " This 
" house is e, true Protestant" In other places the rioters, 
with perfect coolness and deliberation, recommenced their 
liavoc. Dr. Johnson, who walked with a friend to see 
the ruins of Newgate, observed, as he went by, " the 
" Protestants" (for so he calls them), plundering the 
Sessions' House, at the Old Eiiiley. He adds : " There 
" were not, I believe, a hundred ; but they did their 
" work at leisure, in full security, without sentinels and 
" without trepidation, as men lawfully employed in full 
" day." Not less striking are the words of another eye- 
witness to these scenes. " If one could in decency laugh, 

: tlifln onco heard him say this," declared Lord 
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" niaat not one laugli to see what I saw ; a single boy, of 
" fifteen years at most, in Queen Street, mounted on a 
" pent-house, demolishing a house with great eea!, but 
" much at his ease, and throwing the pieces to two boys 
" still younger, who burnt them for their amusement, no 
" one daring to obstruct them ? Children are plundering 
" at noon day the city of London!"* 

In the course of this Wednesday two separate attempts 
were made upon the Bank of England. Here, howevei-, 
a party of soldiers had been providently stationed ; and 
the rioters were bo far intimidated by the strength with 
which they beheld it guarded that their attacks were 
but feeble and soon desisted from. They were led on to 
the first by a brewer's eervant, on horseback, who had 
decorated his horse with the chains of Newgate, f Else- 
where the mob met with more success. The King's 
Bench, the Fleet, the Marshalsea, and Be^eral other 
prisons were forced open, and the prisoners released. 
The toll-gates on Blackfriars Bridge were attacked and 
plundered of the money they contained. All these, and 
some other buildings, were then set on fire. As the 
night adraaeed the glare of conflagration might be seen 
to fin the sky from many parts. " The sight was di-ead- 
"ful," writes Dr. Johnson; and the number of the 
separate fires, all blazing at the same time, is computed 
at thirty-six. Happily this summer night was perfectly 
calm and serene ; since the slightest wind might have 
stirred the flames, and reduced a great i>art of London to 
ashes. But the principal scene tliat night of conflagra- 
tion, as of all tumult and horror, was Holbom. There 
the mob had burst open and set on fire the warehouses 
of Mr. Langdale, a Koman Catholic and a distiDer, 
obnoxious to their attack from his religion, and stU! 

* Dr. Johnson to Mrs, Tlirale, June 9. and Mr. Bicliard Bnrke 
to Mr. Champion, June 7. 1780. This letter bears the faither date: 

nre derived from a " Plain and Snecinct Narrative " of them, which 
appeared in the Game yew, under the name of William Vincent, but 
written in fiict hy Thomas Holci'ofl, the drainatist. Tlie atoiy 
of the JewB in HoundHdittli will iie found at page 37. of this 
pamphlet. 
t "Plain and Succinct Nanative," p. 33. 
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more so perhaps from his trade. His large stores of 
spirits were poured forth in lavish profusion, and taken 
up by pailfuls; the kennel ran gin, and men, women, 
and children were seen upon their knees eagerly suclcing 
up the liquor as it flowed. Many of these poor deluded 
wretches were stirred to the most frantic fury; many 
more sank down in helpless stupefaction, and, too drunk 
to move, perished in the flames which had been kindled 
by themselves. 

Up to nearly this time there had been disgraceful 
terror in the magistracy, and aa disgraceful torpor in the 
Government. Some men thought mainly of their own 
escape ; others seem to Lave imagined that the rage of 
the people, like some impetuous flood, must quickly 
exhaust itself and pass by. Even at the outset there 
had been no lack of military aid; this was gradually 
increased by expresses sent in all directions; until by 
Wednesday the 7th, there could be mustered even at the 
lowest computation 10,000 men ; besides which, several 
large bodies of Militia had been marched up in haste 
from the neighbouring counties. Yet still these numerous 
forces could be of no avail in restoring order, so long as 
the scruple remained that they had no legal right to fire 
till one hour after the Riot Act had been publicly read. 
In this dilemma the first to show energy and determina- 
tion was the King. It was from him, rather than from 
any of his subjects, tiiat came the measures of protection 
so mucli needed and so long postponed. Till then, such 
had been the craven spirit of some men in authority that, 
according to the Doke of Grafton, in his Memoira, even 
the Secretsu-y of State's servants had worn in their hats, 
as a passport the cockades of the rioters. 

No further relying upon others, His Majesty, from hia 
own impulse, called a Council, on Wednesday the 7th, 
and himself presiding, laid before the assembled Minis- 
ters the difSculty respecting the Eiot Act. The whole 
Cabinet wavered, well remembering the excitement 
which had followed the letter of Lord Earrington in the 
riots of 1768, and the readiness, at that time, of juries to 
find verdicts against the offtcers and soldiers who had 
only done their duty. Happily for the peace, nay even 
the existence of London, the Attorney-Gener^ Wedder- 
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burn, was present as assessor. When the King turned 
to him for his opinion, Wedderburn answered boldly, 
that he was convinced the Eiot Act did not bear the 
eonatruction put upon it. In hie judgment, neither the 
delay of an hour, nor any such formality, is by law 
rec[uired when the mob are engaged in a felony, as 
setting Are to a dwelling-house, and cannot be restrained 
by other means. The Ministers, gathering firmness from 
Wedderbnm, concurred ; and the King then said that 
this had been clearly his own opinion, though he would 
not venture to express it beforehand ; but that now, as 
supreme magistrate, he would see it carried out. "Tliere 
"shall be at all events," he added, "one magistrate in 
" the kingdom who will do his duty 1 " 

By the King's commands a Proclamation was immedi- 
ately drawn up, and issued that same afternoon, warning 
all householders to keep themselves, their servants, or 
apprentices within doors, and announcing that the King's 
officers were now instructed to repress the riots by an 
immediate exertion of their utmost force. Such instruc- 
tions were sent accordingly from the Adjubmt-General'a 
office : " In obedience to an order of the King in Council, 
" the military to act without waiting for directions from 
" the Civil magistrates." That evening, for the first 
time, the rioters found themselves confronted by a 
determination equal to their own. Bodies of Militia, or 
of regular troops, were sent straight to any point where 
uproar and havoc most prevailed. Thus, for instance, 
the Northumberland Militia, which had come that day 
by a forced march of twenty-five miles, were led at once 
by Colonel Holroyd into Holbom, amidst the thickest of 
the flaro'es. A detachment of the Guards drove before 
them the plundering party which had taken possession 
of Blackfriars Bridge. Here several were killed by th4 
musketry, while others were thrown, or in their panic 
threw themselves, over the parapet into the Tliames. 
"Wherever the mob would not disperse, the officers gave 
the word, and the soldiers fired without fiirther hesita- 
tion. Only in some cases, where the rioters had succeeded 
in obtaining arms, was any firing attempted in return ; 
nor could oaken sticks and iron bars withstand, for more 
than a few moments, the onset of disciplined troops. 
VOL. -vii. D 
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Then were some of the worst plunderers in their fall 
both punished and detected. One young ehimnej- 
sweeper who was kiUed, was found to have forty guineaa 
in his pocket. Appalling were the sights and sounds of 
that night ; sleep banished from every eye ; the streets 
thronged with people in wonder and affright ; furniture 
hastily removed, in apprehension of the flames ; the 
frantic yells of the drunken, and the doleful cries of the 
wounded, mingling with the measured tread of the 
soldiers' march, and the successive volleys of their mus- 
ketry i and the wliole scene illumined by the fitful glare 
of six and thirty conflagrations. 

These tumults, so culpably neglected at their outset 
and grown to a height that threatened " to lay waste 
" defenced cities into ruinous heaps," could not be quelled 
at length withont a loss of life almost as grievous as 
themselves. According to the Returns, sent in to Lord 
Amherst as Commander-in-chief, upwards of 200 persons 
were shot dead in the streets; and 250 were lying 
wounded in the hospitals, of whom seventy or eighty 
within a short time expired. Yet these Eeturns are far 
from conveying a full statement of the numbers that 
perished. They take no account of the dead or dying 
whom their own associates in the fray carried oif and 
concealed. They take no account of those victims to 
their own excesses, who, lying helpless beside the pail- 
fuls or keuneifuis of gin, were smothered by the spreading 
flames, or overwhelmed by the falling houses. Dreadful 
as was the loss of life that night, it proved at least de- 
cisive. The conflagrations and the plunder were stopped ; 
the incendiaries and the robbers were scared. On the 
morning of Thursday the 8th of June, no trace was to 
be seen of the recent tumults, beyond the smouldering 
ruins, the spots of blood upon the pavement, and the 
marks of shot upon the houses. No renewed attempt 
was made at riot, or even at gathering in the streets. 
The crowds which had been " as the stars of heaven for 
" multitude," waned like the stars before the day ; and 
those who, on their first appearance, had wondered 
whence so many came, now expressed equal wonder 
where they could be gone. Parties of soldiers were en- 
camped in convenient places, as in the Parks, the Mu- 



luoyle 



1780. LOED GEORGE GOKUON ARRESTED. 35 

Beam Gardens, and Lincoln's Inn Fields, ready to act on 
any fresh emergency, had any snch occurred. By their 
exertions a great number of disorderly persons, con- 
cerned in the late riots, were secured ; eeveraJ, it is said, 
being taken in the cells of Newgate, attempting to re- 
kindle the fire in th<«e parts which had not been totally 
destroyed. Volunteer associations " for the defence of 
" Kberty and property" were likewise formed, and joined 
by many of those who had suffered or had feared the 
most from the temporary absence of the lawful jMJwers. 
Throughout this day, the shops continued shut from 
Tyburn to Whitechapel, and no business was transacted, 
except at the Bank of England. Bwt the general tran- 
quillity soon restored the public confidence ; the shops 
were opened the next morning, the Courts of Law re- 
sumed their sittings, and the course of mercantile affairs 
returned to its customary channel. 

On the same day, Friday the 9th, Lord George Gordon 
was apprehended at his house in "Welbeck Sti-eet, by a 
warrant from the Secretary of State. Had that measui'e 
been taken a week before, or had the House of Com- 
mons, on Friday the 2nd, exerted its own powers of 
commitment, as many members wished, the arrest might 
have tended to the repression of the riots, instead of 
being only the penalty for them. liord George made no 
remark on his apprehension, beyond saying to the mes- 
sengers, " If you are sure it is me you want, I am ready 
" to attend you." When brought before the Priry 
Council and examined, he is alleg^ to Lave shown very 
little either of sense or spirit; and his examination 
having concluded, he was duly committed to the Tower, 
on a charge of High Treason, and escorted by a nu- 
merous guard. At the same time other measures were 
adopted to calm the public mind. Thus, a rumour had 
been circulated, that the prisoners in the hands of Go- 
vernment would he subject to Martial Law. Against 
this rumour there was levelled a hand-bill, put fortli by 
authority, declaring that no such purpose had ever been 
in the contemplation of Glovemment, and that all persons 
in custody would be tried in due course, according to 
the usual forms. Another publication of the day at- 
tempted to counteract a far more extraordinary fear. It 
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seems to denote a vague idea In the minds of many 
persons, as if there might be something in the gloves 
which the King wore, or in the wine wiiich the King 
drank, to imbue him with the errors of Popery t Certain 
it is at least, that the following paragraph appears in the 
public prints : — " We are authorised to assure the public, 
" that Mr. Bicknell, "His Majesty's hosier, is as true and 
" faithful a Protestant as any in His Majesty's domi- 
" niona. We have likewise the best autliority for saying, 
" that His Majesty's wine-merchants, and many others, 
■' are also Protestants."* 

Thus ended the Gordon riots, memorable beyond most 
others from the proof which they afford how slender an 
ability suffices, under certain circumstances, to stir, if 
not to guide, great masses of mankind; and how the 
best principles and feelings, if perverted, may grow in 
practice equal to the worst. Bitter was the shame with 
which the leading statesmen, only a few days afterwards, 
looked back to this fatal and disgraceful week. They 
had seen their lives threatened, and their property de- 
stroyed, at the bidding of a foolish young fanatic, not 
worthy to unloose the latchet of their shoes. Such 
dangers might be boldly confronted, such losses might be 
patiently borae ; but how keen the pang to find them- 
selves objects of fierce fury and murderous attack to 
that people whose welfare, to the best of their judgments, 
they had ever striven to promote! In such words as 
these does Burke pour forth the anguish of his soul ; — 
" For four nighta I kept watch at Lord Eockingham's or 
" Sir George Savile's, whose houses were garrisoned by 
" a strong body of soldiers, together with numbers of 
" true friends of the first rank, who were willing to 
" share their danger. Savile House, Koekingham House, 
"Devonshire House, to be turned into garrisons 1 Oh 
" what times! We have all served the country for several 
" years — some of ua for nearly thirty — with fidelity, 
" labour, and affection, and we are obliged to put our- 
" selves under military protection for our houses and our 
" persons 1"^ 
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In these riots, so great had been the remissness and 
timidity of Keiinott, the Lord Mayor, that, at a later 
period, he became the object of a prosecution from the 
Attorney-Gejieral, and was convicted. One of his co- 
adjutors, Alderman Bull, a most zealous No Popery man, 
might even be said to Lave countenanced the insurrec- 
tion, by allowing the constables of his Ward to wear the 
blue cockade in their hata, and by appearing publicly 
arm-in-arm with 3jord George Gordon. But another 
City magistrate amd Alderman, John Wilkes, unex- 
pectedly came forth ae the champion of law and order. 
With great courage — that indeed he never wanted — 
he wen-^ in the midst of the disturbances, to apprehend 
the printer of a seditious hand-bill ; and he did his duty 
throughout, undeterred by mob clamours, and regardless 
of mob applause. 

When on the 19th, according to adjournment, the 
Lords and the Commons met, the business concerning 
the Iat« riots was opened by the King in a Speech from 
the Throne. Addresses in reply, thanking His Majesty 
for his parental care and concern, were moved and 
carried in both Houses. The Peers, however, had some 
discussion as to the lawfulness of the military measures 
which had been pursued. Then, with his usual air of 
serene and stately dignity, Lord Mansfield rose. He 
touched shghtly, but severely, upon the inaction, in the 
first instance, of the executive Government ; "which," 
however, he added, " it is not my part to censure. My 
« Lords, I do not pretend to speak from any previous 
" knowledge, for I never was present at any consultation 
" upon the subject, or summoned to attend, or asked my 
" opinion, or heard the reasons wliich induced the Go- 
" vermnent to remain passive so long and to act at last" 
Here, it is said, there was wonder expressed by the by- 
standers, and scornful glances turned to the Treasury 
Bench, In another passage there was yet one more 
reflection upon the Civil Power, as liable to the charge 
either of neglect or " native imbecility." But the main 
stress of Lord Mansfield's speech was directed to the 
question of mere law. " I have not," — thus he spoke 
at the outset — "I have not consulted books } indeed, I 
" have no books to consult." At this allusion, so gently 



Hcssdb, Google 



ao HISTORY or englakd. chap, lxi, 

and 80 gracefully made, to the recent outrage wreaked 
upon him, tlie assembled Peers, without breaking their 
reverential silence, showed all the sympathy that looks 
or gestures couM express. Tot they had httle cause to 
deplore his loss of books, when, as his speech proceeded, 
they found the loss suppEed by hie memory's rich store 
— when they heard him, with unanswerable force, and 
on strictly legal grounds, vindicate the employment of 
the troops. " Hia Majesty," thus did Lord Mansfield 
conclude, " and those who have advised him, I repeat it, 
" have aeted in stj;ict conformity to the Common Law. 
" The military have been called in, and very wisely 
" called in, not as soldiers, but as citizens. Ko matter 
" whether their coats be red or brown, they were em- 
" ployed, not to subvert, but to preserve, the Laws and 
" Constitution which we all ao highly prize." 

Wben Lord Mansfield sat down, the Address, which 
he supported, and which the Dukes of Eichmond and 
Manchester had in some degree impugned, was carried, 
without one dissentient voice. Bishop Newton, who 
was present, records this speech as one of the finest ever 
heard in Parliament ; and it has ever since been deemed 
a landmark in that sphere of our Constitutional law. At 
the time, however, its legal doctrines did not wholly 
escape animadversion out of doors ; and some critics 
muttered that Lord Mansfield seemed to think all the 
law-books in the country burnt together with his own. * 

In the Commons, next day, the great Protestant peti 
tion was discussed ; when the House agreed to five 
Resolutions, which Burke had in part prepared, and 
Lord North corrected, j" It is pleasing to find these two 
distinguished men, estranged on almost every other sub- 
ject, combined on the great principle of rehgious tolera- 
tion. There was, then, no shrinking from past merits, 
no subservience to mob-cries. The Eesolutions did 
indeed declare that all attempts to seduce the youth of 
this kingdom from the Established Church to Popery, 
were highly criminal according to the laws in force, and 

* H. Walpole to Mason, June 29. 17S0. 

f See Lord North's private letter to Burke, in tlic Correspondence 
of the latter, voL ii. p. 361. 
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might be a proper subject of futther regulation. But 
they went on to say, in terms no less lull and explicit, 
that all endeavours to misrepiesent the Act of 1778, 
tended to bring dishonour on the national character, and 
to discredit the Protestant religion The sime spirit of 
bold adherence to the principles, then so far from 
popular, of 1778, will be found to animate the speeches 
that night both of Lord North and Mr. Enrke. With 
equal courage, and on still broader grounds, was put 
forth the argument of Fox. " I am a friend," he cried, 
" fo universal toleration, and an enemy to that narrow 
" way of thinking that makes men come to Parliament, 
" not for the removal of some great grievances felt by 
" them, but to desire Parliament to shackle and fetter 
" their fellow- subjects." 

The same praise of firmness against popular clamours, 
can scarcely be awarded to Sir George Savile. We find 
him, if not recede from his opinions, at least falter in his 
tone. He seemed eager to explain away his former 
votes, and eager also to bring in, under his own name, 
the Bill against Popish converBions. His Bill went to 
deprive the Roman Catholics of the right of keeping 
schools, or receiving youth to board at their houses. 
Musie-masters, drawing-masters, and some other teachers 
not taking boarders, were to be exempt from penalty. 
But, not satisfied even with these safeguards, as they 
were deemed, of the Protestant faith. Sir George moved 
another clause in the Coramittee, to prevent any Roman 
Catholics from taking Protestant children as apprentices ; 
a clause which Lord Beauchamp and other members 
opposed as a restriction upon trade. Sir George's clause 
being, however, carried, Burke indignantly declared that 
he would attend no further the progress of the measure.* 
Finally, the BiU passed the Commons, but was lost in 
the Lords. 

Before the end of the Session — it was closed by the 
King in person, on the 8th of July — Lord Korth carried 

* ParL Hist. vol. xxi. p. 726. In his speecli at Btistol in the 
September following, Burke saidi— "jimoiig Ms (Sir George 
" Savile's) faults I really cannot help reckoning a greater degree of 
"pcejudiee a^amst that people (the Roman Catholics), than 
" becomes eo wise a num." (Works, toL iii..p. 393. ed. 1815.) 
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an Address, tliat an exact account migtt he taien of the 
losses and damages in the recent riots. The claims sent 
in accordingly to the Board of Works by various 
persona, and exeluaive of the coat of the demolislked 
gaols and public buildings, amounted to 130,000/.,* most 
of which sum, as assessed, was recoTered by a rate on 
the several parishes concerned. Both Lord Mansfield 
and Sir George Savile declined to send in any claim for 
compensation ; a forbearance to their honour, considering 
the high office of the one and the ample fortune of the 

Before the end of the Session, also, the measures 
against the rioters in custody were in active progress. 
It had been resolved to try the Middlesex cases at the 
Best Old Bailey Sessions, commencing on the 28th of 
June ; and for the cases in Surrey to issue, without 
delay, a Special Commission. Over this Commission 
the Lord Chief Justice De Grey had notice sent him 
that he would be required to preside. But De Grey, 
whose health was failing, and whose nerves were shaken, 
was so startled at the thought of such a task that, sooner 
than undertake it, he sent in his resignation. Wedder- 
burn immediately claimed for himself the long-coveted 
Chief Justiceship, and he obtained it, notwithstanding 
Lord North's natural reluctance to forego so able a 
coadjutor in the House of Commons. He was further 
gratified with a Peerage, by the title of Lord Lough- 
borough. His promotion was commonly approved, and 
drew forth warm congratulations, even from political 
opponents. Nor did they forbear from honourable 
counsels. "My Lord," wrote Burke, "I hope that, 
"instead of bringing the littleness of Parliamentaiy 
politics into a Court of Justice, you will bring the 
squareness, the manliacse, and the decision of a judicial 
■' place into the House of Parliament where you are just 
■' entering." ■)■ 

Such high anticipations, it must be owjied were not 
altogether fulfilled. The speech with ■which tlie new 
Peer opened tiie Special Commi'fsioa, on the 10th of 
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July, -waa indeed mucli admired for its eloquence, and 
much applauded as falling in with the angry temper of 
that time. But, on cool retrospect, it was felt that its 
partial overstatements, its intemperate denunciations of 
men upon their trial, ■were far from beeoming in a 
Judge. " At present," writes one of his successors on 
the Bench, " no Counsel, even in opening a prosecution, 
"would venture to make such a speech." * 

It so happened by good fori^une for Lord George 
Gordon, that a legal technicality — and no law certainly 
so much abounded in these as out's — delayed the trial 
until the ensuing year, when a calmer temper in the 
public might be expected to prevail. But ere the month 
of July, 1780, had closed, all the other rioters in custody 
— no less than 135 — had been already tried. Of these 
about one half were found Guilty ; and among the con- 
victed — but he received a respite — waa Edward 
Dennis, the common hangman. Finally, after full 
consideration of the cases and numerous respites, there 
were twenty-one persons left to undergo the extreme 
sentence of the law. 
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CHAPTER LXn. 



Eevekting from the course of home affairs to the prose- 
cution of the war, we find England, at this period, 
threatened or assailed in every quart«r of the globe. — 
Ever since the Spaniards' declaration of war in 1779, 
Gibraltar had been closely invested. The events of that 
meraorablo siege will require and deserve a consecutive 
account and that account will find its place at their 
close. Meanwhile, it may here be stated, that Admiral 
Sir Greoi^e Eodney, who had been named to the chief 
command in the West Indies, was directed on his way to 
afibrd some relief to the beleaguered fortress. On this 
occasion, as on every other, Eodney more than fulfilled 
the expectations of his friends. At the beginning of his 
voyage, and of the month of January, he captured a rich 
Spanish convoy in the Bay of Biscay, On the 16th of 
the same month, he encountered the Spanish Admiral 
Langara, off Cape St. Vincent. The action, which con- 
tinued till two hours after midnight, was well-contested, 
but the victory of the English was complete. Xiaagara's 
own ship of eighty guns was taken, and three ships of 
the line besides, while four others were either sunk, 
blown up, or driven on shore. Of the whole Spanish 
fleet only four sail escaped into Cadiz Bay. Eodney 
pursuing his voyage and anchoring off Gibraltar, cheered 
the ganison by hia news almost as much as by his succour. 
He sent forward some light ships, to afford relief^ in like 
manner, to the English at Port Mahon ; and these objects 
haviug been accomplished, he made the best of his way 
to the West Indies. 

In that quarter the French fleet was commanded by 
Comte de Guichen; the Spanish, at a later period, by 
Admiral Solano. Eodney stood firm against both, even 
when combined, but was not able to bring them, as he 
wished, to a general engagement At last, the three an- 
t^onists parted as though by consent. De Guichen 
convoyed to Europe the homeward-bound merchantmen 
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of France ; Solano put into the Havanna ; and Eodnej 
sailed for a time towards the North American coasts. 

The victory off Cape St. Vincent was by no means 
our solo success in l3ie European seas. As Admiral 
Digby was returning home with. Uodney's Spanish prizes, 
he fell in with and took a Frencli ship of the line, be- 
sides two vessels laden with military stores. Several 
other captures were made by other Captains, But in. 
the summer, although our naval glories were not tar- 
nished, our trading interests sustained a grievous blow. 
Count Florida Biaaca, the Spanish Minister, had re- 
ceived inteUigence fi.-om his spies in England, that the 
united fleets of "West and East India men were about to 
sail, with only two ships of war for their convoy. Laying 
his plan accordingly with great secresy and skUI, he sent 
out a squadron with every ship that could be spared, to 
intercept these fleets at their point of separation off the 
Azores islands. The two English convoy-sliips escaped, 
but scarce any of the convoy, and thus well-nigh sixty 
sail freighted with eostiy merchandise, and in part also 
with military stores for the defence of our distant settle- 
ments, were brought captive into Cadiz. Never before, 
it is said, was that harbour entered by so rich a prize.* 

But besides the utmost exertions by sea, both of France 
and Spwn, we had also, at this trying period, to with- 
stand the claims of Neutral nations. These deemed their 
commerce impeded or their honour compromised by the 
Right of Search, which we had exercised ever since the 
beginning of the war. They were disposed to contend, 
in opposition to the principles of our Maritime law, and 
to the decisions of our Acbniralty Courts, that a neutral 
flag should cover or protect the cai^oes even of a hostile 
state. On this plea, if it had been yielded, tlie supplies 
most injurious to our interests might have been poured 
in without stint or measure, not only to any point on the 
French or Spanish coasts, but also to our own insurgent 
Colonies. With the Dutch more especially, as nest to 
ourselves the most commercial nation, we had for some 
time past been engaged in discussions on that score. 
The complaints, however, did not come whoDy from 

* Coxe, Bonrboii Kings of Spaia, vol. v. p. 58. 
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their side. In our arduous conflict we had found them 
lukewarm alliea, or ratter secret enemies. We accused 
them of giving direct encouragement to the American 
privateers in their West India islands. We accused 
them of receiving favourably in their European porta 
Paul Jones with the English prizes he had made. And 
we required from them, but in vain, miUtary succours in 
the war, according to the positive Btipulations in their 
treaty of 1716. 

The memorials and counter-memorials on these sub- 
jects were transmitted in part by Count Welderen, the 
Dotch Minister in London, and in part by Sir Joseph 
York^ who for upwards of a quarter of a century had 
been the English Minister at the Hague. In the midst , 
of this paper warfare and of the accumulating bales of 
protocols, some of the points in dispute were brought to 
a practical issue. On the first day of the New Year, 
1780, a Dutch fleet of merchant-ships proceeding to the 
Mediterranean, and convoyed by one of their Admirals, 
Count Eyland, fell in with an English squadron under 
Commodore Elelding. The Dutch commander refused 
to allow the pretensions of the English. He fired upon 
the boats which the Commodore sent to search his vessels ; 
poured a broadside into Fielding's own flag-ship; and 
then, finding the act of hostility returned, struck his 
colours. The greater part of the convoy made their 
escape ; but seven sail, besides Count Eyland's man of 
war, were carried to Spithead. It was found that they 
were laden with military stores for the use of the Frendi 
and Spaniards ; and thas, on the event becoming known 
to the two Govemioents of St, James's and the Hague, 
there arose a train of angry recriminations from both. 
You supply our enemies with arms, said the English. 
You insult our fiag, said the Dutch. 

But the main importance of this affair was the impres- 
sion which it produced at Petersburg. News had come 
there some time since, that the Spanish cruisers in the 
Mediterranean had seized two Russian trading vessels, 
freighted with corn for the use of the garrison of 
Gibraltar. At these tidings the Empress Catherine had 
been highly incensed. " My commerce," she was fond 
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of Baying, " is my child ; " * and as auch she was eager 
to protect it. She was already preparing some retalia- 
tory measures against Spain, -when the event of the 1st 
of January enabled her Minister Count Panin, an enemy 
of England, to give a more general scope to her resent- 
ments. On the 26th of February, she issued her famous 
Declaration to the Belligerent Courts, asserting in the 
strongest tei-ms the maxima, that free ships make free 
goods ; that contraband articles are only such as a treaty 
stipnlates ; and that blockades to l>e acknowledged must 
be stringent and effective. This Declaration, though 
professedly aimed at all the Belligerents, without distinc- 
tion, in truth struck England solely, or almost solely, as 
the preponderating Power at sea. It became the basis 
of the " Armed Neutrality," as it was termed ; an alli- 
ance between Eussia, Sweden, and Denmark, to support 
the claims of Heutrals, if needful, even by the force of 
arms. To this alliance other Neuti-al Powers, as Hol- 
land and Prussia, afterwards acceded. Spain and France 
speedily gave in their adhesion to the Czarina's code ; 
Spain declaring that she had infringed it only on com- 
pulsion to requite the violence of England. Thus, m 
addition to alt her other enemies at this period, m the 
Old World and the New, England was left to maintain, 
single-handed, against a league of the Baltic Powers, her 
principles of Maritime Law. | 

It might seem indeed as if, at that period, the other 
nations of the earth, jealous of our long ascendancy, or 
mindful of their past humiliations, were all eombmmg to 
ruin or despoil us. Worse still, our own past errors or 
misdeeds had ti\med agwnst ua a large share of our 
native strength, had arrayed in North Araenca the 
arms, and in many parts of Ireland the feelings, of our 
fellow-countrymen in the opposite ranks. Of one thing, 

* See the Mahuesbury Papers, yoL i. pnge 355. 

t Besides the manj older wtitere on the " Armed Heutrahty, 
1 would commend to English readers, an amonnt of it in the nnpre- 
tending, but candid and very able, volume recently pubhshed by 
Mr "W. R Trescot, in America. (Diplomacy of the Revolution 
Hew York, 1852.) The principal points at issue have been con- 
densed b J M. Thiers, in a clear and miiBterly sketch. (Le Consulat 
etl'Einpire, vol. ii.pp. 106— lifted. 1845.) 
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however, in tlio3B times an Englishman may well be 
proud. As oar enemies increased, our spirit grew. 
Ministers who had seemed unequal to far inferior ex- 
igencies, now girded themselves up to grapple with the 
growing dangers. Sailors and soldiers, yeomen and 
Militia felt, each man in hia own sphere, the special call 
upon him, and seemed resolute fo show that, although 
out-numborcd, we were not over-matched. Our navy 
was so well directed and so bravely manned as to wage 
war, on no unequal terms, in the seas of Europe, of 
Africa, of Asia, and of America, against all the best 
navies of the world. Our troops, with so many other 
duties or defences in opposite quarters of the globe, yet, 
as will presently be seen, in the transactions of that year 
in Nordi America, displayed an augmented energy, and 
achieved important successes. 

The motives that weighed with the British chiefs in 
North America, to transfer the war from the Middle to 
the Southei-n States, have beea already explained. On 
the day after Christmas, 1779, Sir Henry Clinton, with 
about 5,CM)0, men, embarked on board the fleet of Ad- 
miral Arbuthnot. He ieft behind him at New York, to 
defend that important post, a sufficient force under Gen- 
eral Kayphausen. His voyage proved most stormy and 
unprosperous ; he lost several of hia transports and all 
his cavalry horses, and was nearly seven weeks at sea. 
Immediatfily on landing he took measures, as he had 
designed, for investing Charleston, while Admiral Ar-* 
buthnot (with whom, however, the General was not on 
cordial terms) was to second the enterprise with his 
ships, up the Ashley river. Clinton, even after some re-i 
inforcements be received, could muster no more than. 
7,000 men ; and the besieged were almost as many. 
They were commanded by General Benjamin Lincoln 
from the Northera States, and strengthened by a squadron 
of nine ships of war, under Commodore Whipple. Suffi- 
cient time had been left them for constructing some 
considerable works of defence by the assistance of French 
engineers ; and further inland, another American force 
was gathering for their relief. Against this last, how- 
ever, the English General, having succeeded in remount- 
ing hia cavalry, sent Colonel Tarleton with a party of 



3d by Google 



1780. SIEGE AND CAPTUKE OP CIIABLESTON. 47 

horse ; and so active and able was that officer, that the 
American force waa Burprised and utterly routed at 
Monk's Corner. 

Having thus provided against the chances of relief. 
Sir Henry Clinton pushed the siege of Charleston with 
great vigour ftnd sueceas. At last, on the 11th of May, 
the Americans declared themselves willing to accept the 
terms of capitulation, which they had formerly refused ; 
the articles were signed nest day, and the English took 
possession of the town. The Americans, who laid down 
their arms on this occasion, marching out with certain 
honours of war, were upwards of 5,000. Of these the 
Continental troops and seamen were to remain prisoners, 
and the Militiamen to return to their homes upon parole. 
All their naval force was either destroyed or seized, 
together with a large am.ount of stores, and 400 pieces of 
artillery. Many other events in the American war, as 
the surprise at Trenton and the surrender of Saratoga, 
were no doubt of far higher moment in their conse- 
quences ; but viewed as a military feat, as the result of 
skill and strategy combined with valour, this may, 
perhaps, be pronounced the most brilliant of all. The 
news of it reached England exactly at the close of Lord 
Geoi^e Gordon's riots ; and tended, in no small degree, 
to restore the public confidence, and to cheer the public 

Charleston being now in possession of the English, 
their next object was to secure, as far as possible, the 
general submission of the province. With this object 
Sir Henry Clinton issued several Proclamations, inviting 
support^ and assuring of favour and protection all inha- 
bitants who would return to their allegiance. Many 
hundreds did indeed consent to enrol themselves as loyal 
Militia, under Major Ferguson. At the same time, Sir 
-Henry sent out several small expeditions to the interior 
of the country. One detachment, under Colonel Tarle- 
ton, fell in with a body of Virginians commanded by 
Colonel Buford, at Wax-haws. Here the English were 
not only inferior in numbers, but exhausted by long 
marches beneath the summer sun, baring in fifty-four 
hours come 105 miles; nevertheless, in the conflict 
which ensued, Buford's troops were utterly broken. 
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The Americana could not deny the victory ; but have 
alleged that the slaughter was needlessly great, Tarle- 
ton's party haying refused quarter to their opponents 
after they had ceased to resist and laid down their 

The Americans in the Southern States were now 
greatly dispirited. During the siege of Charleston, they 
had expected assistance, but in vain, first from the 
Spanish force in Florida, and next ftxnn the French 
fleet in the West Indies. They saw South Carolina 
apparently won back to the Eoysj cause, and with some 
probability that North Carolina would follow the ex- 
ample. But, at this crisis, intelligence reached Sir 
Henry Clinton, that the Aiuericans upon the Hudson 
were on the point of receiving considerable succours ; 
that a French fleet sent to their aid, with several French 
regiments on board, might soon be expected offtlie New 
England coasts. Sir Henry deemed it his duty to pro- 
vide in person, for the safety of hia principal charge. 
In the first days of June he accordingly re-embarked for 
New York, with a portion of his force ; leaving, how- 
ever, about 4,000 men under Lord Cornwallis's com- 
mand. The instructions given to Lord Cornwallis, were 
to consider the maintenance of Charleston, and in general 
of South Carolina, as his main and indispensable objects ; 
but consistently with these, he was left at liberty to 
make "a solid move," as it was termed, into North 
Carolina, if he judged it proper, or if he found it 
possible. 

Charles, the second Earl, and afterwards the first 
Marquis, Cornwallis was born in 1738. Early in life 
he had cmbraeed the military profession, which he 
pursued with undeviating honour, though variable suc- 
cess. In him the want of aay shining talents was, in 
great measure, supplied by probity, by punctuality, by a 
steady courage, by a vigilant attention to his duties. In 
1766, on the Declaratory Bill, he had shown his con- 
ciliatory temper to. the Colonies ; denying with Lord 
Camden and only three Peers besides, any right we had 
to tax them while they remained unrepresented in the 

* Goraott's Hist. voL iii. p. 361. Eamsay, vol. ii. p. 158. 
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House of Commons. * When, however, the war broke 
forth, he acted solely as became a soldier. Under Lord 
Comwallis was now serving a young officer of no 
eommoa spirit and daring, destined, like himself, to 
attain, at anotlier period, the highest ofBce that an En- 
glishman, out of England, can fill — the office of Grovemor- 
General of India. This was Francis Lord Eawdon, 
subsequently better known, first aa Earl of Moira, and 
then as Marquis of Hastings, In the ensuing battle of 
Camden, where he held the second rank and played a 
distinguished part, he was not yet twenty-six years of 
age ; and he had already gained renown, five years 
before, in the battle of Bunker's Hill, f 

While the siege of Charleston still went on, the Con- 
gress, alarmed for the two Carolinas, directed Washing- 
ton to send thither a considerable detachment of his 
army, under Baron da Kalb. On the surrender of 
Lincoln at Charleston, De Kalb became the senior officer 
in the Southern States ; but in the summer, as the alarm 
increased, the Congress appointed General Gates above 
him to the chief commajid. The affiiir at Saratoga, 
though in truth little owing to Gates, had given him, xip 
to this time, a high reputation for military skill ; and 
his presence in the South, it was imagined, would go 
far to secure the public confidence. In the rapid war- 
fare which ensued, both armies were exposed to great 
sufferings from toilsome marches, in a well-nigh tropic 
clime. The Americans, as Gates led them onwards, had 
to make their way through a country of sand-hills, 
swamps, and in their own expressive phrase, " pine- 
" barrens," So scarce were provisions in their camp, that 
at one time there were strong appearances of mutiny. 
They complained that they had little to eat, beyond the 
lean cattle picked up in the woods. Their whole army 

* Sea vol. V. p. 138., and tie pointed obsenations of Wilkes, on 
referring, some yesia later, U> that debate. (Pari. Hist voL xxi. 
p. 833.) Horace Walpole, writing fiom looser reminiscences, trans- 
fers tbe scene to the debate upon tlie Stamp Act, in 1765. (Letter 
to Mason, Hoi'. 28. 1781, eiT. 1851.) 

■)■ "Ijor4 Eaitdon behaved Jo a cbarm: his name ie estabJisbed 
"for life." General Burgoyne to Lord Stanley, Jane 26. 1775, 
(American Arcbivea, roi ii. p. 1095.) 
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■was under the aeceasity of using green corn and peaches 
in the place of bread ; and they subsisted, for some days, 
npou peaches alone. * 

The approach of this new army wrought a great 
change in the Gai-olinians. Many who had joined the 
Royal Standard now again forsook it ; some under cir- 
cumstances of especial treachery. One Lisle, for ex- 
ample, who had not only taken tlie oath of allegiance, 
but accepted military rank as a King's of&cer, waited 
just long enough to supply his battalion with clothes, 
arms, and ammunition from the Royal stores, and then 
quietly led them back to his old friends. On his defec- 
tion. Lisle first joined Colonel Sumpter, an active 'and 
able partisan from South Carolina, who now began a 
Guerrilla warfare, but who was twice repulsed with 
loss ; once at Rocky Mount, and once at Hanging Roek. 

The English in South Carolina held, at this time, a 
line of posts extending from the Pedee river to the 
fortified village of Ninety Six.f Their principal force, 
however, lay towards the centre, at Camden ; it was 
commanded by Ijord Rawdon, who had hutted his men 
to protect them from the summer heats. ' Earl Corn- 
waUis, upon the news of Gates's advance, hastened in 
person to the post of danger. At two o'clock in the 
morning of the 16th of August, the vanguards of the 
two armies met A skirmish ensued, which, after 
daybreak, becajne a general engagement Lord Com- 
wallis had only 2,000 men; the Americans, more than 

* Eamsay's Hist. voL ii. J>. 1 64. So abimdimt ai^e the peach tree 
vfoode in that country, that the fruit ia med to fatten swine, "and 
" there can be do doubt," says Mr. Phillips, " that they are rndigen- 
" ous to JjDiuaiana, aa well as to Persia; although m many parts of 
" Ameriea the peach is regarded aa a. foreign iruit, having been 
" introduced from Europe before Louisiana had heen explored." 
(Pomarinm Britannicvun, p. 285. ei 1822.) 

■f One American author (of rather a lively imagination) tfills ns 
that the name of Ninety Six is derived " from the unilurm exeel- 
" lonco of the soil. The two numbers which compose ita nsme, 
"viewed on any side, will express the samo qnantity!" On the 
other hand. Colonel Henry Lee far more drily says i — " Ninety Sis 
" talces its name fi'om the circumstance of its being ninety-six miles 
" distant from the principal Tillage of the Cherokee Indians." (Caiu- 
piiign of 1781, in the Carolina^, p. 3Q3, ed. 1824.) 
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twice aa many ; these however wer^ in great part, raw 
and ill- disciplined Militia. The Virginians, on their 
left wing, fied almost at the first fire, throwing down 
their arms, bayonets and all ; and the centre followed. 
On their right the Maryland and Delaware troops 
bravely maintained their position for some tim^ but at 
last were routed also. Geaeral Gates has been accused 
of leaving the field too soon, and before the day was 
irretrievably lost. Never ivas a battle more decisiva 
Besides several hundred slain and as many captured, the 
Americans lost all their artillery and stores ; and being 
chased full twenty miles by the cavalry of Tarleton, tliey 
were so utterly scattered and dispersed, that not even 
the smallest of their battalions remained entire, and 
that nearly all their officers were parted from their 
respective troops. Their whole track was strewn with 
arms and baggage flung away. Among the prisoners 
was their second in command, Baron de Kalb, who died 
next day of his wounds. 

The victory at Camden was not the only success of 
the English at this time. Active as was Colonel 
Sumpter, he was surprised and routed at the Catawba 
ford by the no less active Colonel Tarleton. Lord 
Cornwallis now advanced to the town of Charlotte, and 
formed a plan for the conquest of North Carolina. In 
the first place, however, he deemed it requisite to take 
measures for seeuriug the South province. Highly 
incensed at such signal acts of treachery as Lisle's, he 
had recourse to some most severe orders in return. The 
penalty of death was denounced against ail Militiamen 
who, after serving with the English, went off to the 
insurgents. Several of the prisoners in the battle of 
Cam.den — men taken with arms in their hands and with 
British protections in their pockets — were hanged. 
Other such examples were made at Augusta and else- 
where. Some persons who had been living on their 
parole at Charleston, and who, in spite of their parole, 
carried on a secret correspondence with their insurgent 
countrymen, were shipped off to St Augustine. A 
proclamation was issued, sequestering the estates of those 
who had been tiie most forward to oppose the establish- 
ment of the Boyal authority within the province. 
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Perhaps these measures esceeJed the bounds of justice ; 
certainly they did the bounds of policy. This was shown 
by the fatal event, when on the overthrow of the Royalist 
cause in South Carolina, the measures of Lord Corn- 
waUis became the plea for other executions, and for every 
a«t of oppression that resentment could devise. 

Within the more limited sphere of his own command, 
Lord Eawdon had recourse to, or at the very least 
announced, some measures stilt severer, and far less to 
be jnstifled. In a letter to one of bis officers, which was 
intercepted, we find, for example, what follows: — "I 
" will give the inhabitants tea guineas for the head of 
"any deserter, belonging to the volunteers of L-elaikd; 
" and five guineas only, if they bring him in alive." No 
amount of provocation or of precedent in his enemies, 
no degree of youthful ardour in himself, are at aE 
adequate to excuse these most blamable words. When, 
however, he was called upon to vindicate them. Lord 
Eawdon declared that many of his threats were meant 
only "to act on the fears and prejudices of the vulgar," 
and by no means to be carried into practical effect* 

Up to this time, the progress of the British in the 
Carolinas had been uniformly prosperous. But early in 
October, Mfyor Ferguson led forward his Militia too far 
or too incautiously. The backwoodsmen, from the 
Alleghany Hillg, armed with well-tried rifles, and 
collecting in large numbers, surrounded this body of 
Eoyalists, who, after a brave resistance, were either 
killed or made prisoners; Major Fei^uson himself being 
among the slain. This disaster, which took place at the 
pass of the King's Mountain, induced !Lord Cornwallis 
to retreat from Charlotte and to postpone, untQ next 
yeai', his military schemes in North Carolina. 

At New York, the fleet of Admiral Arbuthnot^ with 
Sir Henry Clinton's troops on board, had no sooner 
sailed for Charleston, than the port was closed by intense 
frost, with great falls of snow. A winter so severe had 
not been known in that climate, within the memory of 

• Lord Eawdon's intercepted letter (July 1. 1780), together with 
Ma Bulwequent explanation addressed to Sir Henry Clinton, mil bo 
found in tiio Appendix to Washington's Writinga, voL vii. pp, 5.5t 
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man. Not only the North RiTCr, but the straits and 
channels which surround it, were covered with ice so 
thick and firm as to allow the passage of even the 
heaviest artillery. The people at New York, including 
the British officers and soldiers, suffered the utmost 
distress from the scarcity of fuel and provisions.* And 
though the rigorous season might preclude any operations 
against them in the open field, it seemed to expose them 
to another danger — that the American army might 
advance along the ice and attack New York from the 
water side. 

Washington, however, was in no condition to avail 
himself of this opportunity. Never was his army in 
worse plight ; never had the Congress shown itself more 
neglectful of his wants. He could only subsist at all by 
levying, from hia head-quarters at Morristown, military 
contributions from the surrounding districts. To this 
oppressive system it was most unwillingly that hia 
generous spirit stooped ; and the supplies thus obtained 
proved no less scanty than illegal. Even at the close of 
winter, the General declares that : — " We are constantly 
" on the point of starving." f Nor were his numbers by 
any means such as the Congress had promised and 
decreed -, on paper, he had 35,000 men ; in feet, less than 
12,000. Thus until midsummer, 1780, the American 
army in the Central States remained almost wholly at 
gaze. There were only two slight and unsuccessful 
attacks : the one by Lord Stirling, on Staten Island ; 
the other by General Wayne, at Bergen Point. Tae 
English, on their part, while expecting Clinton's return, 
abstained from every enterprise, except a landing in the 
Jerseys, which was ill planned, and ended only in the 
capture and conflagration of Springfield. 

• This distrese is described, in her usual livelymanner, by Madame 
de EiedBHBL l_DUmt-BeiiB, pp. 249—259.) In asingle night snow 
fell to the depti of four or fire feet. 

•f To Mftjor-Ganeral Howe, April 28. 1780. GenernI Greene, 
who was then with Wflshuigton as Qunrtei'-Master General, writes 
thus, ft foctnight later, to PreBidenl Eeed:— " The amy bas not four 

" days' provision of meat in the world The great man 

"is confounded at hie ailnation, but appeara to be reserved ajid 
" silent. I write to you ia the fullest confidence." (Life of Kecd, 
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Under tliese circumstances, it was with especial 
pleasure that Washington welcomed the return of La 
Fayette, as the bearer of cheering intelligence. In April, 
the young Marquis arrived at Boston with the news that 
his Government were preparing, and would speedily 
despatch, an armament of sea and land forces, for the 
, succour of America. In the July following, the pro- 
mised armament appeared off the Ehode Island coast ; it 
consisted of seven sail of the line, and several smaller 
ships of war, with about 6,000 troops on board. This was 
called only the first division; but the second, though 
announced, never reached America. The fleet was com- 
manded by the Chevalier de Ternay, and the army by 
the Comte de Eoehambeau. In framing the inati-uctiona 
for the latter, the French Ministry h^ shown a wise 
and provident forethought. To guard against jealousy 
between the two so lately hostile nations, they directed 
that Eoehambeau and his troops should, in all cases, be 
under the orders of Washington, who was appointed to 
the rank of Lieutenant- General in the French armies. 
American officei-s were to command French officers of 
equal rank; and in all military acts or capitulations, the 
Ainerican Generals were to sign the first. 

The oflicer to whom this important trust had been 
committed, the Comte de Eoehambeau, had seen some 
service in the campaigns against Prince Ferdinand. 
But bom as he was in the worst age of French general- 
ship, he did not rise above the level of hia contemporaries, 
the Clermonts and the Soubises. So acute a judge of 
men as Mirabeau, speaks with the utmost contempt of 
his capacity. Another close observer represents him as 
well skilled in his manojuvres, but too fond of displaying 
them by demonstrations upon his snuff-box or bis dining- 
table.* 

Sir Henry Clinton, who had returned to Kew York 

* " M. de Eoehambeau ne parlait quo de fails de guerre, 
" manceuYriiit et prenait dea dispoEitions mUitairea dans la plaine, 
" dflns la chambre, Biif !a table, sur Totre tabatief e fii voaa la tiriez 
"de Yotre poehc." (Mem. An Due de liinzun, 1893, p. 335.) Yet 
Cbe writer admits that Bochambean understood his profession well. 
" Cat homma tout S fnit incapable" — says, on iJie consrary, Mira- 
bsan. (Corresp, arec le Comte de La ftlarek, vol, iL p, 233.) 
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before the arrival of the French, was eager to attack 
them in Rhode Island on their first landing, and while 
still nnsupported by thpir American allies. But the in- 
decision, and consequent delay, of Admiral Arbuthnot, 
lost him this auspicious chance. The English troops for 
the expedition were at last embarked and despatched ; 
but finding M. de Eochambean already M-enforced and 
fortified, they had to come back without a blow. The 
English fleet, however, being strengthened by the arrival 
of Admiral Graves, with six ships of war, was now con- 
siderably superior to the French, w that Arbuthnot was 
enabled to blockade the latter closely, witliin the harbour 
of Newport. In this state of things, Eochambeau deemed 
it necessary that the army also should remain at New- 
port, lest in its absence, and without its aid, the fleet 
should be attacked and overpowered. And thus the 
efforts of the great French armament, from which so 
much had been expected in America, were stopped short, 
or brought down to nothing, at the very outset, and 
during, it may be said, the whole remainder of that 
year. 

, Nevertheless, Sir Henry Ciinton, a cool and far-sighted 
commander, did not allow himself to be elated, either by 
the Admiral's superiority at Newport, or by his own suc- 
cesses in the South. At the end of August, he sent 
home one of his most trusted officers, Brigadier-General 
Dalrymple, with a secret letter to the Secretary of State. 
Already with a just view of the growing difficulties 
round him, he had pressed for his recall. He now pointed 
out, not merely the evil of the want of cordiality between 
himself and the Admiral (for in such appointments a 
change might soon be made), but the utter impossibititj 
of pursuing the war without new forces. The troops 
which he had designed for the Rhode Island service, and 
which his Embarkation Return showed as 6,000 men, 
were all that he could reckon on for any other enterprise. 
With these 6,000 he trusted that the peninsula between 
the Chesapeak and the Delaware might be reduced. 
But after its reduction, 4,000 would be needfal to hold 
it " Arrived," he adds, " at that stage of success, a 
" glance upon the Returns of the army, divided into 
i, and reduced hy casualties on the one part, 
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" with the consideration of the task yet before us on the 
" other, would, I fear, renew the too just reflection that 
" we are by some thousands too weak to subdue this 
" formidable rebellion,"* 

The compulsory inactivity of Eochambeau was alike 
distasteful to Washington and to himself. They were 
both eager to devise some means for commencing forward 
operations ; but none such appeared while the supe- 
riority of the English naval force continued. However, 
thetwo commanders agreed to confer in person on the 
subject ; and they met accordingly at Hartford, in Con- 
necticut, on the 21st of September. During his absence 
on this occasion, Washington left his army under the 
charge of Gkineral Greene. As a symbol of friendship 
to his new allies, he directed all the Continental officers 
to wear cockades of black and white intormixed; the 
former colour being tliat of the American cockade, and 
the latter that of the French. Then, too, perhaps, the 
rieurs de Lys of Fi'ance may have floated, side by side, 
with tlie American stars and stripes. Yet it is by no 
means cleai- when the latter standard was, for the first 
time, used. Nor, strange to say considering its recent 
origin, is the meaning of that symbol known, with any 
certainty, to the nation that bears it. One living writer 
in the United States supposes, that these stars and stripes 
may have reference to the Mullete and Bars on Washing- 
ton's heraldic ahieldf ; a new and ingenious, but scarcely 
probable, conjecture, to be admitted only if no better can 
be found. 

The younger Frenchmen, both during the interview of 
the chiefs at Hartford, and in their subsequent visits to 
Washington's head-quarters, were, it seems, most agree- 
ably surprised by what they saw. Thus writes one of 
them : — " I am hound to say, that the General Officers 

* The eecret daspatch of Clinton, dated August 25. 1780, and 
derived from ths Slale Paper Office, will be found in the first part ot 
my Appendix. The second part comprises the Ifing'a reflections 
npon it, taken ft«m the North MSS. They were written 
September 26. the despatch having arrived in London only the day 
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of the American army have a very soldier-like and 
becoming demeanour. All those officers whom their 
duty puts forward in respect to strangers, combine a 
great deal of politeness with a great deal of ability. 
Nor do their head-quarters betoken either inexperience 
or penury. When one sees the battalion of Guards of 
the Commander-in-Chief encamped within the precincts 
of his house ; nine wagons, allotted for his equipage, 
ranged within his court ; grooms in great numbers, 
holding ready the very fine horses that belong to the 
Generals, or to their Aides-de-camp; when one ob- 
serves the perfect order maintained within these pre- 
cincts, where the guards are regularly placed, and 
where the drams beat both an especial Eeveille and an 
especial Retreat — one feels tempted to apply to the 
Americans what Pyrrhus said, on reconnoitering the 
Roman camp : — ' Truly, these so-called barbarians 
' have nothing barbarous in their discipline.' "* 
This picture, it will be seen, is of entire regularity 
and subordination, such as the longest established Go- 
vernment could not surpass. Indeed, some critics may 
doubt whether, instead of slighting forms and titles, as 
Revolutionary chiefs are wont to do, the founders of the 
American Union might not indulge in them too much. 
Such, at least, was the opinion of an English Colonel, 
who had taken service with them, and whom they had 
raised to their highest rank — General Charles Lee. 
" For my own part," he cries, " 1 would as lief they put 
" ratsbane into my mouth as the ' Excellency ' with 
" which I am daily crammed !"| 

It is not to be supposed, however, that the American 
people at large were ^eu well versed in the pageantries 
of war. The contrary may he justly presumed, from the 
description which an eye-witness — achaplain in Ro- 
chambeau's army — gives us of a great review at Phila- 

* Voyages du Marquis de Chastellns, voL i, p. 121. ed. 1786. It 
is cemaikable, that the same application of Pynhns's bs jing occniTed 
to Burke at nearly the same time. (Speeii on Economical Eeform, 
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delphia. There the native spectators were so far misled 
by a large amciiint of braid and silver lace, as to mistake 
a courier for a Commander-in-Chief. Whenever this 
servant ■went up to his master, {one of the Colonels,) to 
receive, it was supposed that he had come to give, an 
order!* 

At this time the important fortress of West Point, the 
key of the upper province of New York, was held by 
General Benedict Arnold. No officer on the American 
side had more highly distinguished himself, in the earlier 
stages of the war. It was be who led the daring expe- 
dition through the Tvildemess upon Quebec.' It was he 
who bore the brunt of those hard-fought actions which 
resulted in the surrender of a British force at Saratoga. 
His wounds in that campaign disabled him, for a time, 
from active service; but when Philadelphia was relin- 
quished by Sir Henry Ciinton, Arnold was appointed to 
tiie command in that city. There he married a young 
and beautiful lady, one of the heroines of the recent ms- 
CeiiKZA. f, and as that very circumstance implies, of a 
family well affected to the Royal cause. As the military 
chief of a great town, Arnold displayed arrogance in his 
demeanour and ostentation in hia style of living. By 
the former he gave offence to the Philadelphians, by the 
latter he involved himself in difficulties. Complaints — 
the more readily, no doubt on account of his haughty 
manners, — were brought against him on divers petty 
points, as that he had used some public waggons, even 
though he paid for them, to remove some private pro- 
perty. He was brought before a Court -Martial, which 
subjected him to long and vexatious delays, acqaitting 
him at last of the principal charges, hut finding him 
Guilty of the rest; and their sentence being upon the 
whole that he should receive a public reprimand from 
the Commander-in-Chief. 

Conscious as was Arnold of the eminent services 
which he had rendered, and even in his pride overrating 

* TojiigB dans VAmerique de M. I'Abbe Eobin en 1781, p, 89. ; 
also as cited in Keed's Memoirs, voL ii. p. 307. The Abb& can- 
didly tidds : — "LesbonsPensilTaniens sont bien loin denons pour 
" TetiquBHe, comme nouB Men loin d'eox poat la llgisiadon." 

t See voL ri. p- 245, 
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them, he chafed at such requital. At the samo time, and 
in the midst of his pectiniary distresses, the claims which 
he had preferred to his Government for money spent in 
Canada, were in part disallowed. With these personal 
causes of resentment there mingled perhaps some others 
of a public kind. He had always diaapproTed an alliance 
with France, and viewed its progress with great aversion 
and jealousy. The strength of these various feelings 
and motives in his mind may be estimated from the 
extreme resolution to which they now gave rise. Arnold 
determined to change sides and to join the Royalists, 
betraying to them at the same time any secrets, or any 
post, with which he might be entrusted. 

With these views, wliich, perhaps even in his own 
mind, were only unfolded by degrees, Arnold had already 
begun a secret correspondence witli Sir Henry Clinton, 
through Sir Henry's Aide-de-camp, and afterwards 
A^utant- General, Major John Andre. He signed his 
letters merely " Gustavus," disguising his handwriting, 
and giving no other clue to his real name ; but from time 
to time he sent intelligence which proved to he authentic 
and important. Thus the attention of Sir Henry waa 
e£FectuaUy roused, and he desired his Aide-de-camp to 
keep up the correspondence with care, Andre signing 
his own letters as "John Anderson." Still "Gustavus" 
did not reveal himself; but on combining and weighing 
a great variety of slight circumstances, Clinton became 
convinced that his secret correspondent could be no other 
than General Arnold; and on this persuasion the ex- 
change of letters was continued. 

Even before the close of his long -protracted trial, 
Arnold had found it necessary to relinquish his command 
in Philadelphia. But Washington, who never suspected 
his fidelity, and who knew his talents, wa^ anxious to 
employ him in the next campaign. Arnold represented 
himself as still suffering from his wounds, and scarcely 
equal to active service in the field ; but he sought, and 
obtained, the charge of West Point, and of all the other 
posts in the Highlands, He arrived at his new station, 
at the beginning of August, 1780, and had already 
transmitted to Sir Henry Clinton a direct proposal to 
surrender himself, "in such a majiner as to contribute 
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"every possible advantage to His Majesty's arms." The 
TBst importance of this overture coTild not faii to be dis- 
cerned by the British chief. To gain possession of West 
Point and its dependent posts, with tbeir garrisons and 
military stores, and with the command of the Hudson's 
river which they implied, and by the saiue blow to strike 
distrust and terror into the very heart of the American 
ranks, was an object certainly, at that time, second to no 
other towards the successful prosecution of the war. 

Sir Henry Clinton, therefore, eagerly applied himself 
to conclude the negotiation with Arnold, assuring him of 
all the rank and emoluments which he could expect in 
the British service. A favourable time for the final 
arrangement seemed to be afforded by the departure of 
Washington from his army to meet Count Eochambeau 
at Hartford. Firsts however, it was necessary that a 
meeting should be held with Arnold to settle the whole 
plan. The American General insisted that the officer 
sent out to confer with him, should be no other than 
Major Andr^ through whose hands the whole previous 
correspondence had passed. To this Sir Henry agreed, 
without any idea of danger to his gallant young friend. 
For he strictly enjoined him, before his departure, not 
to enter the AJnerioan lines ; not to assume any disguise 
of dress ; and not to be the bearer of any written com- 



Major John Andr4 was, at this time, not yet thirty 
years of age. His parents, though residing in England, 
were natives of Geneva, to which town, ^o, they sent 
their son for education. Being designed for a merchant, 
he was next transferred to a counting-house, in London. 
There, after some years, becoming acquainted with a 
beautiful young lady. Miss Honora Sneyd, he indulged a, 
romantic and not unrequited passion, which, however, 
her family successfully opposed. The young lady sighed 
a while ; bat her tuneful friend, Miss Seward, saw, as 
she describes it, these sighs "disperse like April storms." 
She tocame the second wife of Mr. Edgeworth, the 
father, by his first wife, of Maria Edgeworth, the justly 
celebrated writer of so many admirable tales. Andr^ 
on the other hand, to seek reUef from his sorrows, joined 
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the British army in Canada, with a Lieutenant's com- 
mission, at the outbreak of the war. He shared in the 
capitulation of St. John's to the insurgent General 
Montgomery, during the autumn of 1775. Soon after- 
wards he wrote as follows, to a friend : — " I have been 
" taken prisoner by the Americans, and stripped of every 
"thing, except the picture of Honora, which I concealed 
" in my mouth. Preserving that, I yet think myself for- 
" tunate." The miniature which he mentions, had been 
painted by himself. His person was handsome, his 
manners were engaging ; and with his skill as a draughts- 
man, which was considerable, he combined a tasl« for 
poetry, and a knowledge of several branches of literature. 
Nor had he neglected the studies of his own profession ; 
on the contrary, he gave promise in it of considerable 
future eminence. Being exchanged with other prisoners, 
after some months' captivity, he was selected, without 
any other recommendation than his merit, as Aide-de- 
camp, first by General Grey, and next by Sir Henry 
Clinton. So high was the esteem entertained for his 
abilities, that in the winter of 1779, Sir Henry used 
most strenuous and, at last, successful exertions, to obtain 
for him, from the Ministry in England, the rank of Major 
together with the post of Adjutant- General. 

This accomplished young of&cer, so well wortliy a 
happier fate, was on board the Vulture sloop of war, 
which Sir Henry had sent up the Hudson ; and went on 
store by night in a boat despatched for him by Arnold. 
He met the American General on the western bank, and 
on neutral ground ; but their conference not being 
entirely concluded as the dawn was approaching, Andre 
was prevailed upon to accompany Arnold to a house 
within the enemy's lines. There they agreed on the 
precise means by which the works at West Point were 
to be made over to an English expedition ascending the 
Hudson for that purpose. Having terminated this 
arrangement, the next great object for Andre was to 
return on board the Vulture sloop. But the boatmen 
demurred, and refused to convey him, so that it became 
necessary to adopt some other plan. He waa prevailed 
upon to lay aside his uniform; to accept a pass from 
Arnold, under the name of John Anderson; and first 
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crossing the river at the King's Ferry, tlienco to make 
his way on horseback, with a guide. He was also 
iaduced to take charge of divers papers in the hand- 
writing, though without the signature, of Arnold, ex- 
plaining the state of the works at West Point, and 
indicating the scheme for its surrender ; an imprudence 
the more signal since, as Sir Henry Chnton declares In 
his Memoirs, both Arnold and Andre must have known 
that these papers were not waated for his information. 

Without any mischaBce, Andre succeeded in passing 
the American lines, and was again on neutral ground, 
when on approaching the village of Tarrytown, three 
Militiamen, who were playing at cards near the road- 
side, sprung upon and seized his horse. In the first 
moments of surprise, Andr4 avowed himself to he a 
British of&cer; upon which, disregarding his pass, and 
proceeding to search his person, they found tlie secret 
papers concealed within his booffl. They rejected the 
offer of his watch and money, and of a larger present 
from New York if they would let him go, and they took 
him with his papers before Lieutenant-Colonel Jameson, 
who commanded their neai-est military post. The 
Colonel, as Washington said afterwards, appears to have 
shown "egregious folly,"* He formed no suspicion of 
Arnold, although he read the papers, and although, as is 
alleged, he knew the handwriting. He decided upon 
detaining Andr^ as a prisoner, and forwarding the papers 
to Washington; but at the same time wrote to Arnold a 
full account of the whole transaction. Thns Arnold 
would become apprised that his treachery was on the eve 
of detection; since the papers were on their way to 
Washington, and since Washington, at all events, was 
well acquainted with the hand. 

The house in which General Arnold had fixed his 
residence, Itobinson's House by name, was not within 
the lines of West Point, but on the opposite or eastern 
bank of the Hudson, and two or thi'ee miles lower down 
the stream. There, on the morning of the 25th, Arnold 
was expecting a visit from the Commander-in-Chief on 
his return from Hartford, Washington was delayed by 

• WritmgBjTol Til. p. 256. 
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tlie examination of some redoubts; but he sent forward 
his two Aides-de-camp, with whom, and with his own 
Staff, Arnold sat down to brealifast. They were still at 
table when an express arrived bringing the letter from 
Jameson to Arnold. It was opened and read by Arnold 
in presence of his guests; and so greet was his self- 
command, that he was enabled to conceal from them the 
vehement emotions which it caused. He requested the 
Aides-de-camp to inform General Washington, whenever 
he came, that he had been unexpectedly called over the 
river by some sudden business at West Point. He 
ordered a horse to be got ready; and then leaving the 
table hastily, went up to his wife's chamber. With the 
brevity required of one whose very minutes might be 
numbered, he told her that they must instantly part, 
perhaps to meet no more, and that his life depended on 
his reaching the British rants without detection. Strucit 
with horror, the unhappy lady swooned away. In that 
state he left her, as indeed he had no other choice; 
hurried down st»rs; sprung upon the horse, which 
he found saddled at the door; and rode full speed to 
the river's bank. There he entered a boat, and bid the 
oarsmen push out to the middle of the stream. Next 
displaying a white handkerchief, he told them that he 
was going on board the Vulture with a flag of truce. 
To tie Vulture they rowed accordingly; unmolested, 
since the white emblem was discerned, by any fire from 
the American lines. When they reached the English 
ship, Arnold made himself known to the Captain, and 
was conveyed by him in perfect safety to New York. 
Notwithstanding the utter disappointment of all the 
hopes which he had raised, he was appointed a Colonel 
in the British service with the local rank of Major- 
General, He also received a payment of upwards of 
6,000Z, in compensation for the losses which he alleged 
himself to have sustained. Shortly after his arrival, he 
published an Address to the Inhabitants of America, and 
next a Proclamation to the Continental troops, alleging 
public grounds for his desertion, and exhorting them to 
foUow his example* 

'Die details of Andre's captnre, and of Ai'hoM's escape (as also 
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Very atortly after die headlong flight of Arnold, 
General WashiEgfon arrived at his house. He had not 
yet receiTed the papers, nor formed the slightest suspi- 
cion of the plot. On being told that Arnold had been 
called over to West Point, he decided not to wait, bat to 
follow. He embarked accordingly, attended by all his 
officers, except Colonel Hamilton, who remained within 
doors. As the whole party were seated in the barge, 
moving smoothly, with the majestic scenery of the High- 
lands round them, Washington said, " Well, Gentlemen, 
" I am glad, on the whole, that General Arnold has 
"gone before us ; for we shall now have a salute, and 
" the roaring of lie cannon will have a fine effect among 
■" the mountains." Yet, as they drew nearer and nearer 
to the bea«h, they heaJ'd no sound, they saw no sign, of 
welcome. "What I" said Washington, "do they not 
" intend to salute us ? " Just then an oflicer ivas observed- 
wending his way down among the rocks. He met the 
barge as it touched the shore; and oa perceiving the 
Commander-in-Chief, asked pardon for his seeming ne- 
glect, since, as he said, he was taken wholly by surprise. 
" How is liiis, Sir ? " inquired Washington, no less as- 
tonished, " is not General Arnold here ? " — " No, Sir," 
■eplied the officer ; " he has not been here these two 
' days, nor have I heard from him within that time." — 
This is extraordinary," Washington rejoined. " Since, 
however, we are come, although unexpectedly, we 
must look round a little, and see in what state things 
" are with you." So saying, he proceeded to examine 
the works. 

During the absence of Washington at West Point, 
there arrived for him, at Arnold's house, the despatch of 
Colonel Jameson ; it was opened by Colonel Hamilton. 
No sooner, then, did Washington, when his inspection 
was concluded, return across the river, than he was 
eagerly drawn aside by Hamilton, and the evidence oi 

mnny of the following), are derired. iiMm Mr. Spai'iis'fl ctireful and 
lEdidons Life of -AtnoM (pp. 192—243.). He had the advantage of 
perusing, while in England, Sir Henry Clinton's detailed despatches 
on tte subject, at the State Paper Office. Another nairative by Sir 
Heniy, exlmcl^d hrom his MS. Memoirs, will be found in my 
Appendix. 



Ho,-.db, Google 



1780. THE PLOT OF AENOLD DISCOVERED. 65 

Araold's plot laid befo 
mity of Washington w 
emergencies, displayed. To no one in his train, except 
to La Fayette and Knox, did he that day impart the 
painful news. His only remark was to La Fayette ; 
" Whom can we trust now ? " And when dinner was 
shortly afterwards announced, he said to the other 
officers, without the smallest change in his demean- 
our, " Come, Gentlemen, since Mrs. Arnold is unwell 
*' and the General is ahsent, let us sit down without 
" ceremony," 

Arnold, when on board the Vulture, had sent back a 
flag of truce, with a letter to Washington. In this he 
asserted that he had " a heart conscious of its rectitude " 
in the step which he had taken, and for the wife whom 
he had left, he. solicited the General's pify and protec- 
tion. He declared her, with great feeling, to be "as 
" good and as innocent as an angel, and incapable of 
" doing wrong." At tbis very time, the poor lady was 
well nigh frantic with distress. Thus in a few sentences 
written next day, does Colonel Hamilton describe her 
state : — " She, for a considerable time, entirely lost her- 
self. The General went up to see her, and she up- 
braided him with being in a plot to murder her child. 
One moment she rave^ another she melted into tears. 
Sometimes she pressed her infant to her bosom and 
lamented its fate, occasioned by the imprudence of its 
father, in a manner that would have pierced insensi- 
bility itself. All the sweetness of beauty, all the loveli- 
ness of innocence, all the tenderness of a wife, and aU 
the fondness of a mother, showed themselves in her 
appearance and conduct We have every reason to 
believe that she was entirely unacquainted with the 
plan," It is only just to the Americans to add that — ■ 
far nnlike the Spaniards in some similar cases of lat« 
years — they did not, even when moat flushed with their 
anger against Arnold, wreak it in any, even the smallest, 
act of injury or insult to hia wife. She was allowed, ere 
the dose of the year, to rejoin her husband at Hew 
York, and share hia subsequent fortunes. 

It was for Major Andr^ that their whole resentment 
Soon after his arrest, that young officer 
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had written to Washington, frankly avowing hia name 
and rank. By Waaliington's orders he was conveyed, 
in. the first instance, to West Point, and nest to the 
head-quarters of the army at Tappan, where iiia case 
was forthwith referred to a Court of Inquiry, That 
Court consisted of fourteen ofBcera, all Americans, ex- 
cept Baron Steuben and the Marquia de La Fayette; 
their President was General Greene. Having assembled, 
the prisoner waa brought before them and examined ; 
but was not allowed the presence of any advocate, any 
witness, or any friend. Even under such depressing 
circumstances, it is owned by American writers, that he 
maintained throughout a manly, dignified, and respect- 
ful deportment, replied to every question promptly, 
showed no embarrassment, and sought no disguise. Hia 
main anxiety appeared to be to avoid endangering the 
safety, by disclosing the name, or relating the conduct, 
of any other person but himself. * 

Of procrastination, at least, that Court of Inquiry 
cannot be accused. At the close of their first and only 
meeting, they reported it as their opinion that Major 
Andre ought to be considered as a spy, and, according 
to the law and usage of nations, to suffer death. On 
the Commander-in-Chief it now depended to confirm or 
to annul, to execute or to remit, their judgment. Andr^ 
himself received the news with unshaken firmness. At 
his request^ he was permitted to write and send a letter 
to Sir Henry Clinton. That letter has been published. 
It expresses, in most affectionate and affecting terms, 
his gratitude for his General's many acts of kindness. 
And of himself it adds : " I am perfectly tranquil in 
" mind, and prepared for any fate to which an honest 
" zeal for my King's service may have devoted me." 

Already, even some days before, Sir Henry, full of 
solicitude and concern for his young friend, had made an 
earnest appeal to General Washington for his release. 
He rested his demand on two grounds : first, that Andr6 
had gone ashore from the Vulture with a flag of truce 
sent for him by Arnold; and secondly, that at the time 
of his arrest, he was under the protection of a pass, 

* Lifa by Jared Sparks, Bsii., p. 261. 
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■whicli Arnold, wliile commanding at West Point, had 
undoubted autLoritj, to give. To his letter Clinton 
added a note from Arnold liimsel:^ in corroboration of his 
statements. Sir Henry received, however, an unfavour- 
able reply from Washington, and at the same time was 
apprised of tho decision to which the BoaivJ of Officers 
had. come. lie determined to send immediately to the 
American head-quarters a deputation, which might state 
the tme facts of the case and urge his arguments anew. 
Fop this service he selected an officer of the highest 
rank, General Robertson, together with the Lieutenant- 
Governor and the Chief Justice of New TorL They 
were the bearers, also, of a letter from Arnold to Wash- 
inglon, in which Arnold repeated his explanations, and 
threatened measures of requital if the sentence against 
Aadre should be executed ; a letter which, as might have 
been foreseen, produced no good effect, but rather, it 
may be feared, the reverse.* 

On the 1st of October, the three Commissioners sailed 
up the Hudson, in an English sloop, and with a flag of 
truce. Of the three, however, Washington allowed only 
General Eobertson to land. Nor was he willing, as was 
wished, to confer with that officer in person ; he ap- 
pointed to meet him the President of the late Court of 
Inquiry. The English chief, accordingly, was received 
on shore by Gieneral Greene, and began by stating, at 
full length, tho two points on which Sir Henry Cluiton 
had laid stress. In reply to the first, it was observed by 
General Greene, that Andr4 himself, on his trial, had 
avowed that, in landing from the Vulture, he did not 
consider himself under the sanction of a flag of truce. 
When General Eobertson alleged the testimony of Arnold, 
as to hia having sent one ont, General Greene answered 
drily, that the Americans would believe Andrfi in pre- 
ference to Arnold. How far it might be either just or 
humane {for of generosity in this case we need, of course, 
say nothing), to turn against Andr^ an avowal made, 
with not a friend or counsel beside him, and in the 
presence of only his bitterest foes, was not any further 

' This letter, and most of the ot 
will be found in tlio Appaidix to 
pp. 620-544. 



Hcssdb, Google 



68 HI5T0RT OF ENGLAJSD. CHAP. LXH. 

in, that conference discussed. Gteneral Eobertson offered 
to exchajige for the intended victim, any prisoner whom 
the Americans might choose. He urged that, in m.ore 
than one instance, confessed and undoubted spies, the 
secret correspondents of Washington from the English 
quarters, had had their lives spared, from Sir Henry's 
merciful regard to the intercessions in their behalf of 
the American Ckimmander. He observed that several 
such spies were still in Sir Henry's power. Finding his 
arguments, his offers, his entreaties, all alike unheeded, 
General Eobertson said, lastly, that no military tribunal 
in Europe would decide the case of Andr6 to be that of a 
spy ; and he proposed to refer the question to the jndg- 
meat of Gtoncral Knyphausen and the Comte de Eo- 
chambeau. Greene and Robertson then parted, the 
former promising only to repeat to his Chief all the re- 
presentations of the latter. Early next morning, the 
2nd of October, Robertson received a note from Greene, 
stating, in few words, that his arguments, as reported, 
had made no change in General Washington's opinion 
and determination. Another apjreal, which Robertson, 
to leave no possible means untried, addressed in a letter 
direct to Washington, proved equally barren of effect. 

There was one condition, it seems, and one condition 
only, on which Washington would have readUy agreed 
to Aadr4's release — that the English should give up 
Arnold in his place. It is astonishing (but, indeed, what 
part of Washington's conduct in this transaction may 
not excite surprise?) how such a thought should have 
entered such a mind; how Washington could have ex- 
pected BM honourable enemy to take a step so dishonour- 
able, and so subversive of every miUtary principle. 
Capt^n Aaron Ogden, who conveyed the letters from 
AndrS and from Washington to the British posts as far 
as Paulus Hook, was directed to let fall this idea among 
the British officers ; it was accordingly made known to 
Sir Henry CUnton, but by him was, of course and at 
once, rejected. The same suggestion was brought forward 
more directly by General Greene, in the conference with 
General Eobertson. In his despatch to Sir Henry, Eo- 
bertson declares that he replied to it only by a look of 
indignant rebuke. 

Meanwhile, Andr^ in his captivity continued serene 
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and self-possessed. He beguiled one of his lonesome and 
weary hours by making, with his pen, a sketch of himself 
as he sat at his prison-table.* To death he was resigned ; 
but he solicited the privilege of dying by the musket like 
a soldier, and not by the cord like a felon. On the Ist of 
October, he addressed to Washington a touching letter 
with this sad request, Washington, however, so far 
from relenting, Touehsafed him do reply ; and the pri- 
soner was left^ to the last, uncertain of his doom. His 
execution had been fixed for noon the next day. He 
was dressed in his uniform as a British officer, and walked 
forward with the firmness which becomes that character. 
It was only when he came in sight of the gallows that, 
by an invoiuiitary impulse, he shrunk back, " Must I then 
" die in this manner?" he said; but, speedily recover- 
ing himself, he added, "it will be but a momentary 
" pang." He ascended the cart with a firm step, and 
bandaged his own eyes with a steady hand. At the last, 
when an American officer drew nigh and told him that 
he had an opportunity to speak if he desired it, he raised 
the handkerchief from his eyes, and said : — " I pray you 
" to bear me witness that I meet my fate like a brave man." 
These were his last words ; the signal was made, the 
noose fell, his limbs were convulsed for a moment, and 
then still for ever. Thus did the Adjutant-General of 
the British army in America die the death of the vilest 
malefactors ; a death, however, which, in his circum- 
stances, and with his character, brought no disgrace — 
no disgrace, at least, to him. 

A monument to the memory of Andre — who pell a 

SACKIPICE TO Hia ZEAL EOE HIS KING AND COUNTRY — 

was, by command of Greorgo the Third, raised in West- 
minster Abbey. Hia remains were buried close to the 
place of execution. But in 1821, they were disinterred 
and removed to England by Mr. Buchanan, the British 
Consul at New York.']' It was not fit, indeed, that they 
should rest in American ground. 

* This sketch was presenteii by Andr^ to tte officer on guard, 
and is now preservBd in the Trumbull Gallery at Yale College. A 
facsimile JE given bj Mr. Spaiks, in his Life of Arnold. 

■f See an account of tJiia disinterment, in tbe Ann. Eegister 1821, 
pmt ii.p. 133. A small peach-tree was found growing on the grave. 
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From the historical narrative let ua now pass to the 
critical examination of his fat». First then, had W'lsh- 
ington any good gvoiind for relying on the judgment of 
the Court of Inquiry ? Of ■whom did that Court con- 
sist? As we have already seen, of twelve American, 
and of two European field officers. Now, it must he 
borne in mind that the American Generals, at that time, 
were, for the most part, wholly destitute of tie advan- 
tage of a liberal education. They were men drawn from 
the plough-handle, or from the shop-board, at their coun- 
try's call. Greene himself the President of the tribunal, 
had been a blacksmith by trade. These humble avoca- 
tions afford ao reason why such men might not always 
do their duty as became them in the field ; why they 
should not sometimes acquire and display military skill ; 
why, at the present day, their names should not be held 
in high honour by their countrymen. But they do afford 
a reason, and, as it seems to me, a strong one, why such 
men, having no light of study to guide them, having 
never probably so much as heard the names of Vattel or 
Puffendor^ could be no fit judges on any nice or doubtful 
point of national law. And by whom had they been 
assisted ? By La Fayette, who, though for some years a 
trans- Atlantic General, was still only a youth of twenty- 
three, and who, as he teUsus, had learnt little or nothing 
at his college. By Steuben, who had undoubtedly great 
knowledge and experience, but who speaking no English, 
while his colleagues spoke no French, waa unable to dis- 
cuss any controverted question with them, * 

It follows then, that the verdict of such a tribunal 
ought to have no weight in such a case ; and that Wash- 
ington, far from relying upon it, was boond either to 
refer the question to such men as Knyphausen and 
Bochambeau, adjoining with them perhaps Steuben ; or 
to ponder and decide it for himself. Had he considered 
it with his usual calmness and clear good sense, it seems 
scarcely possible that, with all the cirotunstances so 
utterly unlike, he should have pronounced the case of 
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Aiidr4 to be the same as that of a common spy. And 
■waiying for tlie present the disputed pomt aa to tiie flag 
of truce, it is clear, at all events, that when Andr^ was 
arrested, he was travelling under the protection of a 
pass which Arnold, as the commander of the West Point 
district, had a right to give. The Americans contend 
that this right was forfeited, or rendered of no effect, hy 
Arnold's treacherous designs. Yet how hard to recon- 
cile such a distinction with plighted faith and public 
law I How can we draw the line and say at what precise 
point the passes are to grow invalid— whether, when the 
treachery is in progress of execution, or when only ma- 
tured in the mind, or when the mind is still wavering 
upon it ? In short, how loose and slippery becomes the 
ground if n w f ke the settled principle of recog- 
nising th f d granted by adequate authority, 
if once w tr y f h n quest of secret motives and 
designs ! 

It has nl d b erted that " Washington signed 

" the ord f And death with great reluctance ; but 
" the army w d a fled, and demanded the sacrifice." 
This assertion, however, rests on no sufficient evidence* ; 
and were it most fully established, would not relieve the 
Commander-in-Chief from his legitimate responsibility. 
Hot can the inflexibility of "Washington, in both award- 
ing death to Andre, and denying him the last consola- 
tion and relief he sought — to die the death of a soldier — 
be vindicated, as I conceive, by any supposed necessity, 
at that time, of a severe example. Had Arnold, indeed, 
or any American taking part with Arnold, been in ques- 
tion, that motive might, no doubt, have justly carried 

* It was BO statsd to Mr, W. Taux, on toard a steam-boat in tho 
Delaware, by " two old German gentlemen, heroes of the Beyo- 
" lution," who, ae they said, had beeii in camp with Major Annr4 
(April 12. 1S20 ; MmoFBhli) T}a,ya in America, p. 402.) In their 
opinion tha exampls of Ms death was " necessaiy and salutary," 
Bnt the names of these two gentlemen ure not given ; and there is 
another part of their Etatemenl which I should be loth to admit, 
without the strongest coiroboratiTe testimony, that an American 
General (who is named) could insult the defenceless Andrl on his 
way to execution, telling him ; — " Ton die for your cowardice, and 
" like a coward 1 " This must surely be quite ei 



Ho,-.db, Google 



72 HI3T0RT OF ENGLAHD. CHAP, LSJI, 

considerable weight But what ond could Washington 
hope to effect by even the utmost extremity of rigour 
against Andr6 ? Let another most gallant and accom- 
plialied soldier answer for me, " Mr. Washington," says 
Sir Henry Clinton, in his Memoirs, " could not be in- 
" sensible that the example, though ever so terrible and 
" ignominious, would never deter a British officer from 
" treading in the same steps, whenever the service of his 
" country should require his exposing himself to the like 
" danger in such a war." 

It behoves us, no doubt, to ponder reverently, ere we 
attempt to cast any censure on a man so virtuous as 
Washington. Tet none of his warmest panegyrists can 
assert, though they sometimes imply, that his character 
was wholly faultless ; and hei-e, as it seems to me, we are 
upon its feulty point He had, as his friends assure us, 
by nature strong and most angry passions ; these he had 
curbed and qneUed by a resolute exertion of his wiU, 
but he did not always prevent them from hardening in- 
to sternness. Of this we may observe some indications 
here and there in his private correspondence, as, for in- 
stance, in the case of the suicides at Boston, But such 
indications are confined to words, and addressed only to 
his familiar friends. Here, on the contrary, the fault 
appears in action. Here it gave rise to what, unless I 
greatly deceive myself, the intelligent classes of his coun- 
trymen wiU, ere long, join ours in condemning — the 
death-warrant of Aadrg ; certainly by far the greatest^ 
and perhaps the only blot in his most noble career. 
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CHAPTER LXm. 

In England, the close of the Session was marked hy 
another attempt to strengthen and enlarge the basis of 
the Ministry. During the Gordon riots some of the 
leaders of the Opposition liad been thrown into a 
temporary concert with tho leaders of the Goyemment, 
as combining, with all their strength, against the mob 
attacks and mob demands. Why, then, might not the 
undiminished perils of the country at large invite tlie 
conflicting statesmen to a more solid and more lasting 
anion? With these yiews, a month had not elapsed ere 
Lord North made some overtures to the friends of the 
Marquis of Eoekingham, who sent in some proposals in 
return. It was found that they had eonaideraSly modified 
their old peremptory tone, as to the acknowledgment, by 
the mother-country, of her insurgent Colonies. They 
said, in substance, that they did not see how the troops 
could now be called from thence ; and that, therefore, the 
dependence of America need not, at present, be taken 
into consideration. They did not desire to exclude Lord 
Korth himself, nor yet any of his colleagues, except 
Sandwich! but they expected that the Government 
should admit some of the measures which they had lately 
been supporting ; as, the Contractors' Bill, Mr. Crewe'a 
Bill, and great part, at least, of Mr. Burke's. 

With these terms, however, as reported by Lord Worth 
to the King, his Majesty was far from contented, "The 
"evasive reply about America," he said, "will by no 
"means answer." He raised objections to several of the 
persons named for office, especially the Duke of Rich- 
mond, and he would not consent to any of the Bills 
desii^d. In consequence. Lord North found it necessary 
to let fall the whole negotiation. The King, at a later 
period, had full leisure to regret hia own pertinacity 
when he found himself compelled, under far more morti- 
fying circumstances, and without any admixture of less 
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unwelcome servants, to accept exactly tlie same men, and 
exactly the same measures. * 

The Constitutiona! battle, therefore, recommenced ; 
and, on the 1st of September, a Proelamation was issued 
to dissolve the Parliament. Neai- as was the approach to 
the Septennial period, the Opposition chiefs might 'com- 
pare that Dissolution to a thunder-clap, for its sudden- 
ness and surprise Ji probably the better to excuse the 
reverses whidi it brought to them. Some triumphs, of 
course, they had. Mr. Fox, after many days' polling 
against Lord Lincoln, was proclaimed Member for West- 
minster; hia colleague was Admiral Eodney. Admiral 
Keppel, after being flnng out by the Castle influence from 
the borough of Windsor, was returned for the county of 
Surrey by the public spirit of the freeholders. But, 
upon the whole, the Elections went greatly in favour of 
the Court. Burke, above all, lost his seat at Bristol. On 
arriving in that city, he found the people much prepos- 
sessed against him, mainly on two grounds: first, his 
strenuous exertions in freeing the Soman Catholics of 
England from the intolerable weight of the Penal Code ; 
and secondly, hia support of the trade of Ireland, not- 
withslanding some instructions to the contrary from his 
own constituents. On both these points, as well as on 
some others, he delivered from the hustings a speech 
which is still preserved, and which may deserve to rank 
among the highest efforts of his eloquence. But, as the 
readers of by-gone controversies will often, very often, 
find to be the case, the same arguments which, at present 
appear to us entirely unanswerable, produced no im- 
pression at the time. After some days of unsuccessful 
canvass, Burke deemed it best, by the advice of his 
friends, to retire from the contest, even without de- 
manding a poll. He announced his retirement in another 
speech, much briefer than the former, but marked, in 
the highest degree, by good temper and good taste ; and, 
adverting to the fate of Mr. Coombe, another of the 
candidates, who, in the midst of hopes as eager and ex- 

• The King's secret letter to Lord North dated July 3. 17S0, will 
be found in the Appendix, 
t Ann. Eegist. 1781, p. 141, 
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ertioiis as laliorious, had been struck down by sudden 
dcatb, he bade botli his hearers and himself take to heart 
that awful lesson — "what shadows we are, and what 
" shadows we pursue!" The voice of the gi'eat philo- 
sopher and statesman was, however not lost to the 
House of Commona. Happily for England, the borough 
of Malton, which he had once already represented, now, 
at the bidding of Lord EoekingLam, spread forth its 
hospitable arms to receive him. * 

A writer in the Annual Register for the ensuing year 
. — perhaps Mr, Burke himself, probably, at all events, a 
disappointed candidate — charges the Elections of this 
period both with listlesaneas and with venality. But in 
some places at least, the fact was the very reverse. Thus, 
in Yorkshire, there arose an independent and public- 
spirited Association to conduct the contests. " Hi- 
" therto," said Sir George Savile, " hitherto I have been 
" elected in Lord Rockingham's dining-room, now I am 
" returned by my constituents !"t 

Two members of old Roman Catholic families became 
candidates at this General Election — Charles, Earl of 
Surrey, eldest son of the Duke of Norfolk, and Sir 
Thomas Gascoigne. By a fortunate coincidence, the per- 
ception of the errors of Popery appears to have dawned 
upon their minds simultaneously with the wish to sit in 
Parliament, which, as Roman Catholics, they could not 
do. It is likewise remarkable, that they should have 
publicly abjured their former faith at the very time most 
likely to produce a popular and striking effect. On 
Sunday, the 4th of June, in tlie midst of the Gordon 
riots, ihej read their recantation before the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, and received the Sacrament from His 
Grace's hands.J In the subsequent Elections, both the 
new converts throve well: Lord Surrey was returned for 
Carlisle, and Sir Thomas for Thirsk. 

* Some pictnresquB details of a Malton eleetjon, as it was in 1831, 
are giycn by Lord Jeffrey. It appears to hare been conduelett with 
a due regiufd to the great value of time. " In three hours and a halfi" 
he flftys, " I actually called at 635 doors, and shook 494 men by tie 
"hand 1" (See the Memoii's by Lord Cockbrau, yoL iL p. 234.) 

t Life of Wilberforce, by his Sons, vol. i. p. 67. 

X Ann. K^isL 1780, p. 215. 
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The new Members elected to tiis Parliament numbered 
113; several of liigh promise and of coming fame. From 
Stafford came Eichard Brinsley Slieridan, full of elo- 
quence and genius, and flushed with the success of his 
excellent compositions on the stage. From Hull came 
William Wilberforce ; a proud name to after times, in 
itself sufficient to prove that ofSco and party are not the 
sole conditions of Parliamentary renown. " But besides 
such great aceessioBS, tihere were other new Members, of 
far less fame indeed, yet still of some, Newport, in 
Cornwall, sent Lord Maitland, better known as Earl of 
Lauderdale; a man of great shrewdness and practical 
ability; at one time the detractor, at another the pupil, 
of Burke. Corfe Castle sent Henry Banlies ; a model to 
any one who would be an independent country gentleman, 
a warning to any one who would bo an historian of 
Rome. Lord Mahon became Member for High Wycombe, 
on the recommendation of Lord Shelburne. Robert 
Smith, afterwards Lord Carrington, began, as Member 
for Nottmgham, a Parliamentaiy career of fifty-eight 
years; a career of no oratorical pretensions, but in a 
high degree conscientious, upright, and benoTolentj such 
as well became the kinsman of Wilberforce, and the 
friend of Pitt. 

Pitt himself, was not, in the first instance, returned to 
the new Parliament He had felt a natural ambition to 
represent the University of Cambridge ; and so high did 
his character stand there, that, though barely twenty- 
one years of age, he could contest it with fair prospects 
of success. He had applied to Lord Rockingham for his 
countenance and support; but his Lordship civilly de- 
clined it; " from the knowledge I have," he said, " of 
"several persons who maybe candidates "■!■ — persons, no 
doubt, of the right family connections, some nephews or 
some cousins of the great Wliig Houses. Pitt was for 

* " After a successful canyass at Hull, Mr. Wilberforce repaired 
"to Loarttin, where abont three hundred Hull freemen resided in the 
"vicinity of the rivet; ttiese he entertained at suppers in the different 

" pnblic-houees of Wapping This eleclJOE cost him bo- 

"tweien 8,0001 and 9,000/." (Life, by his Sons, voL i. p. 14.) 

t See Mr. Pitt's letter, and Lord Hockingbam'a replj, in tJi^ 
Memoirs by Lord Albemarle, yoI. ii. pp. 422, 423. 
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the time defeated. But only a few months afterwards, 
the accident of a double Eetum afforded him another 
entrance into Parliament. He was chosen for Appleby, 
at that time a close borough, wnder the control of Sir 
James Lowther. It appears from Pitt'a private letters 
that the influence which wrought with Sir James on 
this occasion, was tliat of Pitt's contemporary and con- 
stant friend, the young Dwbe of Rutland, a son of the 
gallant Granhy. 

Buckinghamshire — where the Earldom and estates of 
Temple had not long since descended to George Grenyille, 
the eldest son of the late Prime Minister — sent, as one 
of its representatives, his second son, Thomas Grenville. 
Never did the character of two brothers stand forth 
in bolder contrast to each other. George, second Earl 
Temple, and subsequently first Marquis of Buckingham, 
steeped, as his own letters show him, in selfishness and 

pride, Thomas Grenville, a man of the kindest heart, 

of the gentlest and most graceful manners, of the most 
public-spirited intentions. In diplomacy he manifested 
considerable aptitude, and his abilities for public speak- 
ing, though seldom exerted, were not small. The Duke 
of Wellington has told me, that a speech which he heard 
Mr. Thomas Grenville deliver in 1807, as First Lord 
of the Adnurfjty during a few months, and in moving 
the Navy Estimates, was among the best and clearest 
statements he remembered. Thus, for high political 
eminence, he wanted only larger opportunities, and, 
perhaps, a more stirring spirit of ambition. His books 

now the pride of the Museum, through his own 

munificent bequest — were his refuge and delight, yet 
not so as ever to abstract him from his friends. Bom 
in 1755, and surviving in the fullest possession of his 
faculties tiU 1846, he formed, as it were, a link between 
the present and a long past age. With the same clear 
intelligence that had beheld the dying flashes of Lord 
Chatham's eloquence, or the last gleams of Lord North's 
wit — that had scanned with care, from day to day, the 
busy scenes of party contention which ensued — would 
he turn to counsel Mr. Gladstone, and other statesmen of 
rising fame, half a century removed from the former ; 
nor can any one, even of far subordinate importance. 



Hcssdb, Google 



78 HISTORY OP ENCIASD, CHAP. LXIH. 



wLo was admitted to the liigh privilege of sharing Ma 
familiar hours, forget that cabn and benignant coun- 
tenance, that voice of cordial welcome, or those stores of 
political wisdom so cheerfully supplied. 

Such are far, very far, from being the impressions of 
only a single friend. Thus writes one of Mr. Grenyille's 
most attached and constant associates, the Earl of 
Ellesmere, in a short, but eloquent and feeling Memoir, 
■which has hitherto, to the regret of many, remainfed in 
manuscript : — "If Providence should give me the same 
"long tenure of unimpaired faculties as was the lot 
" of him I mourn, the recollection of my intercourse 
"with that wise and good man wUl be my enduring and 
" best companion to the verge of that great change 
"which I hope and pray — with all the hesitation which 
"springs from a sense of unworthiness — may effect a 
" restoration of tliat intercourse." 

On the last day in October the House of Commons 
met to choose a Speaker. Lord G-eorge Germaine, on 
the part of the Government, expressed his regret that 
the late Speaker, Sir Fletcher Norton, had been so often 
disabled by illness during the last Session, and concluded 
by proposing in his place Mr. Charles Wolfran Comwsdl, 
Member for Winchelsea. On this occasion Sir Fletcher 
spoke himself, and with oharaeteristic acrimony. He 
could not deny his frequent illnesses, and the consequent 
interruptions to public business, but he asserted that the 
Ministers had no motive in supplanting him besides the 
political offence which on various questions he had 
given them ; above all, by his memorable address to the 
King," The Opposition espoused his caua^ but, on 
a division. Mi-. ComwaU was elected by 203 against 134. 

Next day, the 1st of November, the Session was 
opened by the King. His Majesty's Speech from the 
Throne complained of the unprovoked aggression of 
the monarchies of France and Spain, but referred with 

* See vol vi. p. 139. The new Speakof, Mr. Cornwall, a lawyer 
by profession, had been a Lord of the Tieasury since 1 774. On the 
first ofler tvansmitied to him, Chatham wrote to Shelbume; — "If he 
" accepts, Goyeninient makes a very valuable and accrediwd instm- 
"ment of real bnsinese. His character is respei^ble, and his 
" manners and life amiable.".— (Chaflmm Papers, voL iv. p. 333.) 
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pleasure to the progress of iiia arms in the provinces 
of Gieorgia and. Carolina. Amendments to the Address 
■were moved in both Houses ; in the Lords by the 
Marquis of Carmarthen ; in the Commons by Mr. Thomas 
Grenville ; but in both rejected : in the one case by 
68 against 23 ; in the other by 212 against 130. These 
signal defeats appear to have damx>ed the spirits of 
the Opposition, at least until the Christmas Recess ; 
and, lai-ge as were the Estimates, Lord North was 
enabled to carry them through with a high haod. For 
the Navy, including the marines, the House of Commons 
voted 90,000 men ; for the army, besides the invalids at 
home, and besides,, also, the hired Bronswiekers and 
Hessians in America, 35,000 ; while the whole Supplies 
granted for the year 1781 exceeded the sum of 25,000,000^1 
Before the Session ended, several new Duties, as on paper 
and on almanacks, were imposed ; but nevertheless, our 
National Debt steadily continued to grow. 

At this period, amidst many causes for depression, tJie 

Ministers of England might exult at seeing how slight 

was the progress made against us by the alliance of the 

Northern Powers. Catherine the Second herself, in 

speaking to Sir Jam.es Harris, called her " Armed 

" Neutrality" an " Armed Nullity ;" and Prince Potemkin, 

as the friend of Harris, said to him, " Content yourself 

with destroying its effects; the resolution itself ia 

immovable. As it was conceived in mistake, and 

perfected by vanity, so it is maintained by pride and 

stubbornness. Tou well know the hold of these 

passions on a female mind, and if you attempt to 

" loose yon will only tighten the knot."* The Czarina, 

it appears, while upholding her new system in words, 

still cherished some feeling of friendship to the English, 

and -was reluctant to carry matters to extremity against 

theoL Even some mouths afterwards, when the Aimed 

Neutrality had been joined by other Powers, as by the 

King of Prussia and the Emperor of Germany, it proved 

barren of results, and httle more than an imposing name. 

• Sir James Harris to Lord Stormont, December 24. 1780. 
(MalmesbucyPapers, vol. i. p, 351.) Tor tlio King of Prasaia's share 
in ti-cae U'ansactions see especially the Leber's Geschkhte of Preass, 
ToLiv. pp. 113—131. 
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Another motive for some private rejoiciag might be 
found ia the apparent anxiety of France for peaee. In 
December of this year M. Necker, as the leading Minis- 
ter at Paris, addressed a secret letter to Lord North, aa 
the leading Minister in London; it -was headed pour 
vous SBTjt, MX LOED, and it expressed, in strong terms, 
a wish to treat The basis which it proposed for the 
negotiation was a truce, as might be stipulated of greater 
or of less extent, during which the Belligerent parties in 
America should ea«h remain in possession of the territo- 
ries which each already held. But when these condi- 
tions were submitted to George the Third, they seemed 
to His Majesty altogether inadmissible. " Independency 
" of the Colonies," he said, " whether under its apparent 
" name or a truce, is the same in reality." Thus was 
M. Necter's overture declined. * 

But though the French Ministers might sincerely sue 
for peace, the French nation — as customary with that 
martial race — were well pleased at the progress of war. 
The officers coming on leave from America, or known to 
be zealous for her interests, such as La Fayette, were 
warmly welcomed. Franklin was, on all sides, much 
courted and caressed at Paris, and great entertainments 
in the seaport towns were given to Paul Jones whenever 
he sailed in with his English prizes, f 

Unhappily, at this same period, HoUand, our old ally, 
was added to the ranks of our open enemies. It so 
chanced that early in September the Vestal frigate, com- 
manded by Captain Keppel, and cruising on the banks 
of Hewfoundland, took one of the American packets. 
Among the passengers was Mr. Henry Laurens, lately 
President of Congress, and tlien bound on a diplomatic 

* M. Hecker's secret letter, dated December 1. 1780, and the 
King's thereupon to Lord North, on the IStJi of ihe same month 
— both derited from the Horth Papei*s — will be found in Uio 
Appendix to tins volume, 

t Some of the compliments paid to Paul Jones were, it must be 
owned, suffidenlly strange. Thns, at Nantes, one of the epeakera 
at the entertainment compared him, by waj of praise, to a ooqnette, 
" who enchains those who dare attack her, without being captured 
" herself! " (Letter from Nftnt«fl in the London Courimt, July 14. 
1780.) 
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minion to the Hague. The packet containing his papers 
had been thrown overboard, but its bulk keeping it afloat 
for a short time, it was saved by the boldness and skill 
of a, British seaman. On arriving in London, Mr. Lau- 
rens was brought before the assembled Miniisters of 
State, and, on refusing to answer their interrogatories, 
was committed a close prisoner to the Tower. Little 
other infoi-mation was obtained from him beyond the 
avowal of his name. But this defect was amply supplied 
by the examination of his papers. Among them wEia 
found the plan of a treaty of alliance between the United 
States of America and the United States of HoUand. It 
waa dated so far ba«k as September, 1778, before we 
could have given any plea for quarrel to the Dutch, and 
it had been signed by the express orders of Van Berkel, 
the Pensionary, and other chief magistrates of Amster- 
dam. The States General, indeed, had not yet ratified 
it, and there had been some disagreement on some of ita 
details ; but to these Mr. Laurens, in his mission, was 
empowered to put a finishing hand. 

HoDand, at this period, was divided by two great par- 
ties : the party of the Stadtholder, the Prince of Orange, 
and the party inclining to France, of wiiich the Pen- 
sionary, Van Berkel, was among the principal members. 
It was this party which had, for some time past, gained 
the upper hand ; it was this which had been so indus- 
trious to inflame the disputes with England; it was this 
which was now upon the point of adding the Republic to 
the alliance of the Armed Neutrality. Under such cir- 
cumstances, and as dealing with determined enemies, the 
Ministers of England deemed it the truest policy to 
maintain tJie fiiTaest tone. Sir Joseph Yorke, still our 
ambassador at the Hague, was instructed to press the 
matter in repeated memorials. He required that the 
States General should immediately disavow the conduct 
of the States of Holland. Further, he insisted upon the 
punishment of Van Berkel, and his accomplices, as dis- 
turbers of the public peace, and violators of the rights of 
nations. Had the Stadtholder been a man of energy, he 
might perhaps, on this occasion, have wrested from his 
opponents the reins of power. As it was, tJie French 
party, continuing supreme, and returning none but eva- 
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sive answers to England, Sir Joseph was recalled, and 
Count Welderen diannissed; and, on the 20th of Decem- 
ber, a Declaration of War, in the King's name, was 
issued against the Dutch. 

The Parliament, at this time, had already adjourned. 
When it met again in the January following, a Eoyal 
Message, to announce the war, was delivered to both 
Houses. The Opposition, deeming the oppoi-tunity fa- 
vourable, raised an angry cry. They complained that 
the language of Sir Joseph Yorke, in his former Memo- 
rials, had been harsh and overbearing. They alleged 
that the paper seized with Mr. Lanrena was no more 
than the draft, or project, of a treaty. Two amendments 
to the Address of Thanks were moved in the House of 
Commons ; the one by Lord John Cavendish, the other 
by Lord Mahon, but they were both rejected ; nor did 
any better success attend the Duke of Eichmond in the 
House of Lords, 

Early in February, this year, there camo on before 
Lord Mansfield, as Chief Justice, and on a charge of 
High Treason, the trial of Lord George Gordon, The 
public raind had certainly much cooled since the nume- 
rous convictions in July, 1780, and the Noble prisoner 
was no doubt far less criminal than eiUy. Still, however, 
it was highly fortunate for him that his defence depended 
on that moat able advocate whose just fame will be ever 
blended with the records of this cause. 

Thomas Erskine was born at Edinburgh, in 1730. 
He was the youngest son of the Earl of Buchan; a, 
nobleman of most ancient lineage, but, at that time, of 
most slender fortune. Though brought up at the High 
School, we find 'the great forensic orator that was to be 
stiU at twelve years old ignorant of grammar ; as one 
line of his letters may show : "In the time of the vaca- 
" tion Harry and me writes themes." * Two years later 
he went to sea, as a midshipman, and sailed for the West 
Indies, Disgusted at the want of advancement, he left 
that profession at eighteen, and expended his whole 
patrimony in the purchase of an Ensign's Commission. 

* Letter, AngDst 11. 1762, ss pnblisliod by Xord Campbell. The 
lamily of Erskine had just then removed for cheapiieBB to St 
Andrew's. 
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Koi" did lie mend his fortunes by his marriage as a 
stripling of twenty ; his bride being a young lady of 
great merit, but no money, !Ncxt be was sent abroad 
on service, to join tho garrison of Minorca, wliero he 
remained two years. One of his duties at Port Mahon, 
during tlie Ciiaplain's illness and furlough, was to read 
prayers, and preach on Sundays to his men ; thus, in 
after life, he was fond of saying, that he had been by 
turns a sailor and a soldier, a parson and a lawyer I 

On his return from Minorca, Erskine was appointed a 
Lieutenant, and also published an Essay on the abuses of 
the army. Perhaps he may have thought (for he was 
still a very young mam) that such a pamphlet would tend 
to his promotion. But he had no money to purchase 
higher commissions, and grew weary of his lounging life 
ia country quarters. At this period, his accidental 
presence at a trial, and some attentions from Lord Mans- 
field, the presiding Judge, decided his future fate. He 
resolved to quit the army, and embrace the profession of 
the law. SeDing his commission, and taking rooms in 
Trinity CoUege, Cambridge, he contrived at the same 
time to keep Ma terms at Lincoln's Inn. All this while 
he was enduring great privations from his narrow means 
and increasing family, "I used, tien," he said, "to livo 
" on tripe and cow-heeL" 

Erskine was called to the Bar in 1778. At first he 
saw but little prospect of business. It was the accident 
of his having been bred to the navy that obtained for 
him a one guinea retainer in the great cause of Captain 
Thomas Baillie, That officer, a deserving veteran, was 
Lieufenant-Govemor of Grreenwich Hospital, and, as 
such, observed and desired to correct some recent abuses 
in its management. He complained especially, and with 
good reason, of Lord Sandwich, for the great number of 
landsmen whom he had placed in the Hospital, as rewards 
for their Electioneering services. Captain Eaillie had 
presented successive petitions to various persons in 
authority, praying for inquiry and redress. Finding 
these unheeded, he printed and circulated, certainly in 
no mild terms, a statement of the case. For this offence 
he was immediately suspended from his office by the- 
Board of Admiralty, and the First Lord, himself hanging 
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back, incited the inferior officers at Greenwich, who were 
likewise glanced at, to file a crimiiial iaformation against 
the author for a lihel. When, in November, 1778, the 
cause came on for trial before the Judges, Erskine, as 
Counsel for the Captain, found, to his dismay, four other 
Counsel on the same side, all senior to himself! Aa it 
clianeed, however, the other four took up the whole of 
the first day, and enabled Erskine, under favourable 
circumstances, to begin the next. Then it was that, 
from the back row, a young gentleman, unknown as yet 
in face or name, was seen to rise, and in a modest yet 
firm, tone delivered a powerful address. He had already 
reached his conclusion, which he intended to wind up 
with one or two remarks upon Lord Sandwich. "In- 
deed," he said, " I>ord Sandwich has, in my mind, acted 

" such a part ." Here, in the words of the Report, 

Lord Mansfield, observing the Counsel heated with his 
subject, and growing personal on the First Lord of the 
Admiralty, told him that Lord Sandwich was not before 
the Court. Undismayed, unfaltering, Erskine _ burst 
forth with this rejoinder; "I know that he is not 
« formally before the Court, but for that very reason I 
"will bring him before the Court. He has placed these 
" men ia the front of the battle, in hopes to escape under 
"their shelter, but I will not join in battle with them: 
" their vices, though screwed up to the highest pitch of 
" human depravity, are not of dignity enough to vindicate 
« the combat with me. I will drag him to light who is 
" the dark mover behind this scene of iniquity. ... If 
" he continues to protect the prosecutors, in spit« of the 
" evidence of their guilt, which has excited the abhor- 
"rence of the numerous audience who crowd this Court, 
" — if he keeps this innocent man suspended, or dares to 
" turn that suspension into a removal, — I shall then not 
"scruple to declare him an accomplice in their guilt, a 
"shameless oppressor, a disgrace to his rank, and a 
" traitor to his trust ! " 

In a similar strain of empassioned eloquence he went 
on to exclsam: "Fine and imprisonment! The man 
"deserves a palace, instead of a prison, who prevents 
" the palace built by the public bounty of his country 
"from being converted into a dungeon, and who sacra- 
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"flees his own. security to the interests of humanity and 
" virtue." Finally, their Lordships discharged the Rule 
with coats; and the young advocate, having thus pre- 
vailed, walked back through the Hall amidst a roar of 
congratulation and applause. A very competent judge 
(in both senses of the word) declares that, all the circum- 
stances considered, this was the moat wonderful forensic 
effort of which we have any account in our annals.* 
When Erskine was afterwards asked how he had the 
courage to stand tip so boldly against Lord Mansfield, of 
whom all the other Counsel were in awe, he answered, 
that he thought his little children were plucking his 
robe, and that he heard them saying, "Now, father, is 
" the time to get us bread." 

From that day, though still only by degrees, the tide 
of business flowed in upon Erskine ; and his politics 
inclining to the side of Opposition, it was from them 
that his briefs were most commonly derived. In 1779, 
he was one of Admiral Keppel's Counsel at the me- 
morable Court Martial held at Portsmouth for thirty- 
two days, t Here, again, Erskine's knowledge of naval 
phrases and naval affairs was of signal service both to 
his client and himself. At the close, succeeding to his 
wishes, the generous Admiral sent him a munificent gift 
of 1,000/. In great glee, Erskine hastened to a family 
near London, with whom he lived on familiar terms, 
and showing them hia wealth, exclaimed, "VoilaI the 
" nonsuit of cow-bee£ my good friends I " 

At the trial of Lord George Gordon, in February, 
1781, Erskine, as Counsel for his liordship, found him- 
self junior to Lloyd Kenyon. This was a worthy man, 
and excellent lawyer, deservedly raised both to tSie 
Bench and to the Peerage. But he was wholly des- 
titute of eloquence, and in opening Lord George's de- 
fence, delivered a most ineffective speech. Under these 
circumstances, Erskine, coutrary to the common rule, 
obtained permission to defer his own address until after 

• LordCampbell*sLivBsoftheChs]icellorB,voLTLp.396. Seealeo 
a note to the Slato Trials, "vol. xxi. p. 31, In 1779 Hie case of 
Captain. Baillio led to some further proceedings in tlie House of 

t See vol. vi of this Historj, p. 257. 
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the evidence for the prisoner had been closed. He rose 
soon after midnight, and quickly dispelled all feeling of 
■weariness from all those who heard him, as he, with 
consummate skill, combined some passionate bursts of 
glowing oratory with 9, chain of the closest argument. 
Then, for the first and only time in our legal annals, did 
an advocate addressing a Court of Justice, presume' to 
use an oath. Erskine had been alleging whatever proofs 
the case could afford of his client's good and peaceful 
intentions ; and when he had related how, in the midst 
of the disturbances, Lord Gteorge had gone to Buck- 
ingham House, and asked to see the King, and how he 
had told the Secretary of State, Lord Stonnont, whom 
alone he succeeded in seeing, that he would do his best 
to quell the riots ; on completing this recapitulation, 
Erskine thus broke forth : — "I say, by God, that man 
" is a ruffian who shall, after this, presume to build upon 
" such honest, artless conduct as an evidence of guilt." 
So well did the voice, the eye, the face, assist these 
words — so happily did the words chime in with the 
high-wrought feelings of the hearers — that instead of 
being shrunk from as profane, or rebuked as indecorous, 
they seemed rather to impait a tone of religious exalta- 
tion ; and thus was the daring experiment crowned with 
complete success. * 

Erskine having ended, and the Solicitor-General re- 
plied, the case was summed up by Lord Mansfield in 
remarks by no means favourable to the prisoner. The 
Jury withdrew for half an hour, but at a quarter past 
five in the morning brought back to the thronged and 
anxious Court their verdict of Not Gotltt. There 
were still, in Scotland at least, some partisans left to 
Lord George, to rejoice at his acquittal, and subscribe 
nearly SOOt towards his expenses. But the joy extended 
further. It was felt on constitutional grounds by many 
who had not the slightest political leaning to the silly 
young fanatic, " I am glad," said Dr, Johnson, " Lord 

* S«o the remaits ia the Edinburgh Review, No. xxxi p. 108., end 
Ijord. Camphell's Chancellors, toL vi. p. 410. Lord Stormont had 
been sfbpana'd, and hud appeared as a witness, to give, in Lord 
George's defence, an account of his call at Buckingham Honse on 
Wednesday, the 7th of June. (State Ti-ials, voL sxi. p. 671.) 
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"George Gordon iua c ca^cil i itliei than ^pl(cplent 
" should be estabhalied of hinj^ing a man for constiui, 
" tiye treason." * 

From this time fornaid, and for many year" the 
career of Erskine at the Bit wis one ot tianacendent 
genius and success. Spontaneous as his gift of clo 
quence might seem, he had not neglected (howfew ^at 
orators have!) early studies for its cultivation. The 
two years during which he had been shut up in Minorca 
were, it soon appeared, the most improving of hia life. 
There he had carefully embued himself with the prin- 
cipal classic writers of the English langut^e. I>rydeu 
and Pope he had there, in some measure, learnt by heai-t. 
But his principal favourites, as we are told, vrero Shaks 
peare and Milton ; and above all, as we may presume, 
the noble speeches in both. His knowledge was indeed 
confined, or nearly so, to his native tongue ; but within 
that rajige he bad ever at command some apt passage to 
recite, and had foi-med for himself, with especial care, a 
pure and idiomatic diction. By such means he had 
gradually unfolded and matured that rare gift of elo- 
quence, which, as one of its greatest masters so finely 
says in its prMse, can never be simulated, though philo- 
sophy may. f The main character of his forensic style 
was a most vehement earnestness in striving to persuade ; 
an earnestness espousing, in aU its points, the position of 
his client, and hearing down every thing before it. All 
those who heard him at the Bai', concur in saying, that 
his fervid eloquence was in no small degree assisted by 
his expressive features, and, above all, by his speaking 
eye. "Juries have declared," says I^ord Brougham, 
" that they felt it impossible to remove their looks from 
" him, when he had riveted, and as it were fascinated, 
" them by his first glance." In another branch of hia 
duty as an advocate, namely, in the examination of 
witnesses, his skill was likewise celebrated, and formed 
one more element of his merited success. Never did his 

• Boswell's life of Johnson, ntiiier the dale of Aprils. 1785. 

t Quintilian, Infltit. lib. xii. a 3. " Ton have read Quintilian," 
says Lord Chesterfield to his son; " the best book in the world to 
" iorni an orator; pray read Cieero de Oratore, the best book in the 
" worM to finish one," (November 24, 1749.) 
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fame at tlio Ear rise higher than during the State TriaJs 
of 1794, when, by his genius and exeriions, he obtained 
verdicts of acquittal in the teeth of a strong Govern- 
ment, and rescued, as hia partisans believed, the public 
liberties from danger. As he left the Courts on the last 
night the exulting populace took the Lovses from his 
carriage, and, amidst bonfires and acclamations, drew 
him home. Twenty years afterwards, "an Elector of 
" Westminster," one of those who had been harnessed 
to his wheels, thus in a public letter addressed him: 
" My Lord, you should have died when you descended 
" from the triumph of that memorable day. The timely 
" end, which is the sole protection gainst the reverses 
" of fortune, would have preserved you from that more 
" lamentable change which could have beien occasioned 
" only by yourself Bitter words — the more bitter 
because true. Alas ! for what scenes of failure and ot 
folly was that great career prolonged! until, as their 
consummation, and even beyond the date of tliis reproof, 
we find Erskine steal down, a septuagenary lover, to 
Gretna Green; there, to contract — his face concealed 
in a woman's bonnet, and unattended by a single friend 
— an ignominious marriage. 

The genius of Erskine at the Bar is, indeed, the more 
remarkable, since that was its only sphere. In every 
other study or endeavour of his life we find notliing but 
unsuccessful exertion. He failed as a spealcer in the 
House of Commons. He f^led as a speaker in the 
House of Lords. He failed as Chancellor in the able 
administration of the law. He faUed in the prudent 
care of his private property. He failed as a poet; he 
failed as a prose writer; he failed as a pleasant member 
of the social circle. The reason seems to be, that an 
advocate pleading at the Bar must perforce speak mainly 
of his client and cause. In any other sphere of action it 
is possible for him to speak mainly of himself. And the 
principal fault at every period of Ersldne's mind was ' 
a most craving and ravenous vanity. This soon became 
his by-TCord, not only among his enemies but among hia 
friends. Codnsellok ego grew to be his common nick- 
name. Once wc find an apology in a newspaper for 
breaking off the report of one of his speeches at a public 
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dinner, becattse, as tiiey said, unhappily their stock of 
capital I's -was quite exhausted. On another occasion, 
in 1812, when on a visit at Lord Jersey's seat of Middle- 
ton, we find him described as follows by Lord Byron, 
who was another of the guests : " Erskine, too I Erstine 
was there, good, but intolerable. . . . He would read 
hia own verses, his own paragraphs, and tell his 
own stories again and again ; and then the Trial by 
Jury! I abaost wished it abolished, for I sat next 
him at dinner ; and as I bad read his public speeches, 
" there was no occasion to repeat them to me." * 

The Session of Parliament, which had commenced on 
the 1st of November, 1780, continued — at that period of 
our annals a most unusual protraction — till the 18th of 
July, 1781. Within that time the Opposition took great 
pains, but made no progress. Burke brought in, for the 
second time, his measure of Economical Reform, which, 
after long debate, was thrown out upon the Second 
Eeading. The Bills for disfranchising revenue-officers 
and excluding contractors from tlie House of Commons 
were agfan introduced by Sir Philip Jennings Gierke, 
and by Mr. Crewe, but were ^ain rejected. Tlie same 
fate was shared by two motions teudang to peace with 
America ; the mover of the first being Hartley, and the 
mover of the second. Fox. Great complaints were also 
made of the terms upon which the loan for the year, 
amounting to 12,000,000/., had been granted. A rise in 
the new stock, to the amount of 10 per cent, was held 
forth as an irrefragable proof of corruption in the 
Minister. The principal motions on this subject came 
from Fox and Sir Geoi^e Savile, (he former bringing to 
it the utmost ingenuity and powers of language, and the 
latter aU the weight of his unsuspected independence ; 
but neither with the least success, so far as numbers 
were concerned. 

Another subject which was much discussed in this 
Session arose from the public meetings and petitions 
in the last. Committees had been formed in several 
counties to promote measures of Reform, and they now 
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associated to send delegates to London. By a stroke 
of policy in the framera of the scheme, some men already 
in Parliament, as Pox, Fitzpatrick, Lord Mahon, were 
placed in the list of delegates and combined with others 
wholly new to public life. In some cases at least these 
gentlemen appear to have represented the ardonr of a 
few rather than the inclination of the many. It was 
publicly stated in the House of Commons, by sir Prancis 
Basset, member for Barnstaple, that at the meeting in 
Devonshire to appoint the delegates, there were not 
above twenty persons present, although the county con- 
tained 13,000 fi-eeholdersl* Allow even 200 instead 
of twenty, and how vast a disproportion remains ! The 
political weight of such men as Pox was of course not 
altered by their imaginary delegation ; but of the more 
common class, when thej' met in London, we may 
readily conceive the bustling self-imiwrtance. Who in 
this city baa not seen some provincial orator and oracle, 
come up for the first time to Parliament, swelling and 
heaving with the consciousnessof his Town-haJl triumphs 
— fiill of surprise that the Prime Minister has not yet 
asked to be presented to bim — and looking round with 
an angry scowl when he fails to find at his approach the 
other Members reverentially make way ? — The delegates 
of 1781 lost no time in graciously assuring Mr. Burke of 
their especial good opinion, and in taking his measure of 
Economical Eeform under their peculiar care. That 
measure being rejected by the House of Commons, thirty- 
two of the delegates (not all, since some judged the step 
to exceed their proper powers) sent up a petition of their 
own, claiming redress of grievances. Sir George Savile, 
aa member for the chief of the associated counties, spoke 
in their behalf, and moved that their petition should be 
considered in Committee — a motion which the Grovern- 
ment successfully opposed. The debate on this occasion 
turned in no small degree on the unconstitutional cha- 
racter of these pretended representatives. Certain it is 
that there have been periods in our annals when the 

* Debato of May 8. 1781, (Pari. Hist. toI. xxiL p. 157.) This 
statement, wJiich, to its full extent, does indeed appear incredible, 
was contradicted the ssme evening by Sir George Yonge, himself a 
delegate. 
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contimiea abode in London of men claiming the name 
and authority of provincial delegates, might have been 
fraught with inconvenience at least, if not with danger ; 
and it is well, therefore, that at such times a preventive 
has been applied, and a weight thrown into the opposite 
scale, by the salutary heaviness of the tavern bills. 

In thia Session both Sheridan and Pitt spoke several 
times. The first attempt of Sheridan was upon his own 
election, which was controverted. He was heard with 
attention, but was thought to have failed, and when he 
afterwards went \ip with much anxiety to his friend, 
Mr. Woodfall, the printer, who was sitting in the gallery, 
and asked bis opinion, Woodfall replied, with honest 
frankness: — " I am sorry to say that I do not think 
" that this is yonr line." Sheridan rested his head upon 
his hand for a few minutes, and then vehemently cried: 
" It is in me, however, and" — here be added an oath — 
" it shall come out ! " * And so it proved. Before the 
Session closed ho had not only retrieved his reputation, 
but exalted it, and given good earnest of his future 

Pitt's first speech was in support of Burke's measure 
of Economical Eeform. Witli a voice clear and sonorous, 
with a manner removed alike from baahfulness and from 
presumption, with an ever-ready fiow of well-selected 
words, be astonished the House, by displaying, at his 
outset, all the ease, and all the excellences of a practised 
orator. It was felt at once, with a reverent remembrance 
of his father, that in him that father's genius was re- 
newed. All the chief men upon the Opposition side — 
none more conspicuously than Fox — were warm in their 
congratulations. I Pitt addressed the House a second 
time, and with great success, upon the Bill for continuing 
the Commission of Public Accounts. But his third was 
his principal speech this Session. It was in favour of 
Fox's motion for a Committee on the American War. 
Pitt being here called up by some misrepresentation of 
his father's sentiments, took the occasion, after vindi- 



* Life of Sheridan hj Moore, vol. i. p. 348. 
f A tfaditionai story on this subject is preserved by Lord Jolm 
Bossell in his Memoiials of fox, tdI. i p. S6S. 
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eating them, te declare hia own. "For my part," he 
said, " I am persuaded and will affirm that it is a most 
" accursed, wicked, barbarous, cruel, unnatural, tinjust, 
" and diabolical war. It was conceived in injustice ; it 
" was nurtured and brought forth in folly ; its footsteps 
" were marked with blood, slaughter, persecution, de- 
" vastation I " It is remarkable that when Pitt had con- 
cluded in this strain of impassioned eloquence, he waa 
answered by Henry Dundas, then Lord Advocate, in 
after years the closest of his friends. It is also remark- 
able to what a pitch, even previous to this last and chief 
of his efforts ia this Session, the renown of the young 
statesman had already risen. Some days before Fox's 
motion, we find Mr. Wilberfovce write as follows to one 
of his Yorkshire correspondents: — "The papers will 
" have informed you how Mr. William Pitt, second son 
" of the late Lord Chatham, has distinguished himself s 
" ho comes out as his father did, a ready-made orator ; 
" and I doubt not but that I shall one day or other see 
" him the first man in the country. His famous speech, 
" however, delivered the other night (on the Public 
" Accounts) did not convince me, and I staid in with the 
" old fat fellow (Lord Morth) : by the way, he grows 
" every day fatter."* 

While Pitt was thus rising into fame, Fox, in some 
measure, lost ground ; not, indeed, by any eclipse of Ms 
splendid talents, but by the continued irregularities of 
his private life. Some of these are described by Horace 
Wttipole, now well stricken in years, yet lively as ever 
in his strain : — "I had been to see if Lady Ailesbury 
" was come to town. As I came up St. Jmucs's Street, 
"1 saw a cart and porters at Charles's door — coppers 
" and old chests of drawei-s loading. In shorty hia success 

" at Faro has awakened hia host of creditors and 

" one of them has actually seized and carried off hia 
" goods, which did not seem worth removing. As I re- 
" turned, full of this scene, whom should I find sauntering 
" by my own door but Charles ? He came up, and 
" talked to me at the coach window on the Marriage 
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" Bill with as muoli bakg-feoid as if he knew nothing of 

" what had happened The more marvellous Fox's 

" parts are, the more one is provoked at his folHea, which 
" comfort so many rascals and blockheads."* 

The military operations of the year commenced within 
the first days of January by a second descent of the 
French upon the island of Jersey. Their force was of 
800 men : their chie^ the Bai-on de Eullecourt. Major 
Corbet, the Lieutenant- Grovemor, upon the English side, 
was taken prisoner ; and agreed, as such, though without 
valid powei-s, to sign a capitulation ; for which shameful 
conduct he was afterwards brought to trial, and cashiered. 
Happily, Major Pierson, on whom the command de- 
volved, a young officer of only five and twenty, was of 
other mould. He raUied the troops; he attacked the 
invaders, who had seized the town, and were concen- 
tered in the market-place ; he slew many, and compelled 
the rest to surrender. The French chief was mortally 
wounded ; and Pierson also, to the great grief of the 
islanders, fell dead at the moment of victory by nearly 
the last shot that the enemy fired. 

In the course of April, Admiral Darby, at the head of 
the grand fleet, afibrded succour to the gaiTisoa of 
Gibraltar, once more reduced to dire exti-emity by the 
long-contiaued si^e. Having landed his stores, in spite 
of every opposition from the Spanish batteries and gun- 
boats, he sailed back to the Channel, while the besiegers 
resumed their operations with even greater ardour than 
before. But, besides this attack of the rock-fortress — 
the Mountain and the Key, as its emblem declares it — 
the French and Spaniards had another cherished object 
in view. Towards midsummer, the Brest fleet, sailing 
to the Mediten-anean, and joined by a squadron from 
Cadiz, conveyed, beyond the Streights, a well concerted 
expedition to invade the island of Minorca. The troops 
of both nations were upwards of 12,000 men ; at their 
head the French Duke de Crillon. The disembarkation, 
and the entrance into the town of Port Mahon, were 
effected without difficulty. On our part, to maintain St 
Philip's Castle, there were only two English, and as 

• LetterloConwiiy, May 31.1781. 
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many Hanoverian, regiments, all much reduced by sick 
nesa ; but our cUef was the lat« Goyernor of Quelbec, 
Lieu tfln ant- Greneral Jajnes Murray, a veteran of tried 
spirit and ability. Next under him was serving the old 
antagonist of Junius, Sir William Draper, whose eword 
was sharper than his pen. 

By the orders of the Court of Madrid, and to avoid the 
labours and losses of a siege, Do Crillon wrote, secretly, 
to the English Grovernor, offering him, as the price of 
his surrender, a present of 100,000£ and a commission in 
either the French or Spanish service. The reply of 
Murray breathes the spirit of honest indignation, and 
would have been better still, had he forborne from 
bragging of his own, Lord Elibank's, high race. Hero 
are his expressions : " When yonr brave ancestor was 
" desired, by his Sovereign, to assassinate the Date of 
" Guise, he returned the answer which you should have 
" done when the ICng of Spain charged you to assasa- 
" nate the character of a man whose birth is as illustrious 
I your own, or that of the Duke of Guise. 



" have no other 

" If you have any human: 

" unfortunate prisoners 



Qication with you but ia arms, 
nity, pray send clothing to your 
in my possession ; leave it at a 
" distance to be talten up for tliem ; because I will 
" admit of no contact for the fiiture but such as is hostile 
" in the most inveterate degree." * These were not mere 
empty words. So resolute was Murray's defence, that, 
far superior as were the enemy, both in numbers and 
resources, the year had closed before they were able to 
make any effectual progress. 

The French and Spanish grand fleet, after escorting 
file Minorca armament to near its destination, steered 
their course to the British channel, and threatened the 
British coasts. According to the accounts received in 

* On reeeiving tMa i^roof De Crillon wvote 3 second note, as 
though ashamed — and justly — of his first " Your letter places na 
"each in his propst station. It eouflrms me in the esteem I have 
" always had for you. I accept ■nitli pleasure your last proposition." 
(October 16. 1781.) The answer of the older Crillon to the King of 
^France had been, that he was ready to challenge the Dnke of GaiEO, 
and to fight, but not to murder him. (Sismondi, Histoire des 
Ftbd;^ vol. x;;. p. 459.) 
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England, ihoy amounted to forty-nioB sail of the line, 
■while Admiral Darby had at that time only twenty-one. 
On learning the enemy's approach, and, on considering 
his own disparity of force, he judiciously withdrew into 
Torbay, and there awaited an attack. Count de Guichen, 
the French Admiral, was for at once pursuing and en- 
gaging him. "Now, at last," he cried, "these English 
" will be cauglit as in a net ! " But several of his own 
flag-offlcers, together with all the Spaniards, dissented 
from his views ; so they remained at sea, hoping to 
intercept the merchantmen upon their voyage homeward. 
It soon appeared, however, that their own ships, more 
especiaOy the Spanish ones, were, in many cases, neither 
sound nor yet well manned. Some hard gales, at the 
beginning of September, reduced them to great distress ; 
and, relinquishing any further enterprise, they found it 
necessary to sail back to their own ports.* 

At nearly the same period, Admiral Hyde Parker, 
who, with some ships of war, was escorting a large 
merchant fleet from the Baltic, fell in, near the Dogger 
Bank, with another convoy and anotlier squadron of 
Holland. A conflict ensued, recalling the remembrance 
of the hard-fought and doubtful battles between the two 
navies, in the reign of Charles the Second. It is plain 
from this, says a contemporary, that those nations 
coniead with the greatest eagerness whose interest it is 
not to contend at aU. f In, the Dogger Bank action, the 
loss on each side was great, though greatest on the 
Dutch ; but the honour of the day was equally divided. 
The two fleets, both, in great measure, disabled, lay to 
for some time to repair, after which the Dutch Admiral 
— his name jvas Zouttman — bore away for the Texel, 
a movement which the British chiof was in no condition 
to oppose. 

When Admiral Parker himself returned with his shat- 
tered squadi-on to the Nore, he had the honour to receive 
a visit from the King on board his ship, and was grati- 
fied with marked expressions of the Eoyal favour. Aa 

* On these movementB in the Channel see some letters from Mr. 
"Box, who was than visiting at Salti'am. These letters ate pubUaheii 
by Lord John Eussell in Ms " Memorials," but erroneously transferred 
to the year 1779. (vol. i. pp. S81— 985.) 

t Ann. Ecgisl. 1782, psiit i. p. 120. 
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■was rumoured, Le said, in reply ; " Sir, I wish, your Ma- 
" jesty younger officers, and better ships. As for me, I 
" am grown too old for the service." It is certain that 
he persisted in resigning his command ; and it ia pro- 
bable that discontent with the conduct of the Admiralty 
Board bad some share, at least, iii his determination. 
He complained, it is said, of the ill state, or insufficient 
number, of his ships. Yet how, with so many foes around 
us, could we send forth a large fleet on every side ? 

In the West Indies Admiral Rodney had returned to 
his post from New York, before the close of the preceding 
year. He failed in an attempt to recover St. Vincent's, 
but on learning the declaration of war against Holland, 
undertook a more important enterprise. Taking on 
board a body of troops under GenersJ. Vaughan, he sur- 
rounded with his fleet the Dutch island of St. Enstatia. 
Strongly fortified as it was by nature, — it had, indeed, 
but a single landing-place, — the consternation of so sud- 
den an attack induced the commandant, M. de Graaf, to 
surrender at the firat summons. The value of the cap- 
ture was immense, and such as to astonish the captors 
themselves. Above 150 merchMitmen, some of them 
richly laden, were taken in the bay, besides six ships of 
■war ! and another convoy, which had already sailed, was 
pursued and brought back by Rodney's orders. This, 
however, was but part of the prize. The whole island 
seemed be only one vast m^aaijie. Not only were the 
storehouses filled with goods of various kinds, but the 
beach was covered with hogsheads of sugar and tobacco ; 
and the value of the whole property seized on shore was 
loosely calculated at upwards of 3,000,000/.* Great part 
of the property was found to belong to British subjects ; 
yet it did not seem on that account deserving of exemp- 
tion. Sir George Rodney saw grounds to bring a public 
charge agsunst his resident countrymen, as also their 
correspondents on the other West India islands ; that, 
regardless of the duty which they owed their Sovereign, 

* For the capture of St. Eustatia, compare the sla.t«ments in the 
Annnal KegiHter (1781, part i, p. 101.) witli the speeches of Burie, 
Eodney, and Vaughan, in the Hoose of Conimons. (Debate, Decem- 
her 4. 1781.) Eodney's correspondetioe at this time ia published in 
his Life by Mundj. (vol. ii, pp. 6—108.) 
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they had contracted with the enemy to supply him with 
provisions and naval stores. For this reason the Admi- 
ral stood firm against the numerous a,ppLications to have 
the property restored, wliich came both from the mer- 
chants and from the Assembly of St. Kitts', enforced by 
Mr. GlanviUe, their Attorney-General, 

It is due to Kodney to observe, that, in thia hia vigorous 
determination, he had no thought of lucre to himself; 
he desired only to aveuge the public wrong. " It is 3. 
" vast island of thievee, a nest of vipers," Rodney writes. 
At the same time, in his despatch to the Secretary of 
State, he says, expressly : " The whole I have seized for 
" the King and the State, and I hope will go to the pub- 
" lie revenue of my country. I do not look upon myself 
" as entitled to one sixpence, neither do I desire it." 
But Ids severity, although it took ita rise in an honest 
and becoming indignation, exceeded perhaps the bounds 
of justice, and certainly produced many individual cases 
of grievance and hardship. Soon afterwards it became 
the subject both of litigation in the English Courts, and 
of debates in the Eoglish Parliament. The first severity, 
it was alleged, had been followed by others ; when the 
Americans, and likewise the Jews, who were both nu- 
merous and wealthy at St. Eustatia, had, by a summary 
edict, been banished and transported from the island. Of 
these Americans, however, some at least had shown far 
more of skill than of good faith. They had been avowedly 
the agents and correspondents of the insurgent Colonies; 
yet, no sooner was the island taken, than they boldly 
claimed protection as subjects of the British Crown. 
The case of the Jews was considerably harder ; yet the 
edge of the complaint made on their behalf was much 
deadened when General Vaughan, a plain, blunt soldier, 
spoke as ibllowa in the House of Commona : " As to the 
" Jews, I had ordered a ship to carry them to St. Thomas's, 
*' at their own request ; and after they had been taken to 
" St. Kitts' without my knowledge, I ordered their houses 
" and property to be restored to them; and that they were 
" well satisiied with my conduct, will appear from aai 
" address presented to me from their synagogue." * 

* I'eil, Hist. vol. xxii. p. 782. 
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Great as were the captures at St, Eustatia, they did 
not enrich the British treasury. Part -was granted by 
the King to the fleet and land-forces as prize ; part on 
its way home was taken by a squadron from France ; 
part being sold on the spot was purchased by subjects of 
the neutral Powers ; and tlius, it is said, in many cases 
was still conveyed, and even at cheaper rates, to the 
enemy. The loss to the Dutch, however, was immense, 
nor was it confined to this quarter alone. Their shipping 
«p the rivers Demerara and Essequibo was captAired un- 
der the very guns of their forts by a squadron of priva- 
teers, mostly equipped from Bristol ; and the alarmed 
inhabitants hastened to surrender to the Governor of 
Barbadoes, aa to a mgro legitimate authority, the settle- 
ments themselves. 

In Europe the French hod for some time been pre- 
paring, and early in this yeai they sent foith a formid- 
able armament, in aid of their distant dependencies. 
That armament proceeded some way into the Atlantic, 
and there parted ; the first division under the Bailli de 
Suffren, for the East Indies ; the second under Comte de 
Grasse, for the West. De Grasse, on his arrival, as- 
sumed the chief command of the French fleet ; and, by 
the ships which he brought, had made it far superior to 
the English. There was a partial action, or, rather, a 
distant cannonade, between the English vanguard, com- 
manded by Sir Samuel Hood, and some of the French 
ships ; but Eodney was not able to attack their main 
body with any prospect of advantage. Nor could he 
prevent the Marquis de Bouill4, the Governor-General 
of Martinico, from invading several of the English islands. 
The Marquis was repulsed from St. Luci% but he pre- 
vailed against Tob^o. Even there his success was, in 
some pai% due to a not very soldierly expedient ; every 
four hours he set on fire four plantations, declaring that 
he should continue to do so, until the inhabitants sur- 
rendered. At the close of summer, Eodney, whom the 
climate had affticted with a painful ailment, availed 
himself of the ISng's permission to return home, and re 
cruifc his health. He left the command with anotlier ex- 
cellent ofiicer. Sir Samuel Hood, while De Grasse, who 
bad received a. further reinforcement, profited by bis 
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great superiority, and statloniag some of hia ships at 
Martinico, sailed, with the rest, to the Chesapeak. 

Upon the whole, in. the West Indies, as in the East, 
and as in the European seas, the honour of the British 
flag, — standing, singly, against all the other chief navies 
of the world, — was worthily maintained. How little, at 
tlmt time, need wo have feared either the formidahle 
array of the hostile Powers, or the high-sonnding alli- 
ance of the Armed Neutrality, had any hope remained 
of winning back our own insurgent Colonies I 
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CHAPTEE LXIV. 

Fkom New York Sir Henry Clinton had, as he hoped, 
effected a diversion in fayour of Comwallia, by a descent 
upon the coast of Virginia. Before the close of the 
preceding year, some ships, with about 1,600 troops on 
board, had been despatched upon that service. The 
command had been given to General Arnold, but he was 
instructed to consult, on all occasions, two most deserving 
oflicerB sent with him. Colonels Dnndas and Simcoe. 
Even before they sailed, they began to feel the evils of 
the contract and commissary systems of that time. Thus 
writes Colonel Simcoe : " In the embarkation from New 
"York, the horse-vesaeia were very bad, infamously pro- 
"vided, and totally unfit for service: in consequence, 
"above forty horses had to be thrown overboard,"* 

Arnold, with his first division, sailed up the river 
James, made good his landing without difficulty, and 
destroyed in divers places the public stores and tobacco 
magazines. Next, according to his instructions, he 
repaired to Portsmouth, on Elizabeth river, where he 
took post and threw up trenches. His progress thna far 
had been much assisted by a mutiny at that very juncture 
among the American troops. For a long time past they 
had endured the greatest distresses for lack of pay, of 
clothing, and even of food ; and their repeated complaints 
to Congress had met with no attention, or at' least with 
no redress. On New Year's day then, about 1,300 of 
the Pennsylvanians, who were stationed near Morris- 
town, rose in insurrection, and discarded their General, 
Wayne, and their other officers, killing one Captain, and 
mortally wounding another. They seized six field- 
pieces, with which they commenced their march to 
Philadelphia, as to the seat of Congress, declaring that 

* Journal of tJie Queen's Bangers, p. 115. 
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they would obtain justice for themselves. It was natural 
for the English commander to expect to derive advantage 
from their revolt ; and accordingly he sent them two 
emissaries with some tempting proposals. But the 
insurgents (as these men might in a twofold sense be 
called) had no idea, in their own phrase, of "turning 
"Arnolds." They came to terms with a Committee of 
Congress, which met them at Trenton, and, giving up 
Sir Henry's agents, allowed them to he hanged as spies." 

Freed from this alarm, and from another of the same 
kind in the New Jersey troops, Washington was able to 
turn his attention to Virginia. He sent in that direction 
the Marquis de la Fayette, with a detachment of 1,200 
men. To co-operate with this force, a squadron of three 
Fi-ench ships, under M. de Tilly, sailed from Newport, 
the blockade of the British fleet having been terminated 
by a violent storm. But neither by sea nor land was any 
thing of the least importance achieved. The Americans 
were animated by the hopes of taking Arnold; in which 
case, Washington had given La Fayetta written instruc- 
tions to deal with him "in the most summary way," that 
is, to shoot or hang him on the apot^ 

Axnold, however, did not long retain the chief com- 
mand. A negotiation as to the prisoners was at this 
time in progress. The American rulers, after manifold 
evasions and delays, had made up their minds to leave 
whoUy unfulfilled the engagement plighted in their name 
with ^e English chiefs at Saratoga. With perfect cool- 
ness they proceeded to deal with these men as with 
ordinary prisoners of war. On this footing. General 
Phillips, who among the captives held the next rank to 
Burgoyne, was ex<£anged for General Lincoln, the late 
Governor of Charleston. Other exchanges of the same 
kind set free from their long captivity the remaining 
officers of the Convention troops. But the Americans 
would, on no account, let go the common men. Phillips, 
upon his release, was despatched by Sir Henry Clinton 

* Life of "Waaliington, by Spscks, p. 346. Memoira of Reed, 
vol. il pp. 312—332. 

t Inatt-uotions, Feb. 20. 1781. (Waihingwn's Writings, vol. vii. 
p. 419.) 
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with reinforcements to the post at Portsmouth ; and, as 
the senior ia rank, reduced Arnold to a second place. 
In the month of April, soon after his arrival, he under- 
took with Arnold m extensive foray through Virginia. 
With little opposition they advanced to Wilbamsburg 
and Petersburg ; there, and at other places destroying a 
large amount of public stores. There, at the close of 
this expedition, General Phillips, a brave veterMi from 
Prince Ferdinand's wars, fell ill of a fever and died. 
Tlius, for a while, ihe command once more devolved 
upon Arnold. 

In the south, Lord CornwaOis had been carrying on a 
most active winter campaign. Sir Henry Clinton had 
sent him, with full powers, the utmost reinforcement he 
could spare, and the troops at first intended for the 
Chesapeai, between two and three thousand men under 
General LesUe. But Cornwallis had no longer an in- 
efficient foe before him. The Congress had recalled 
General Gates at the close of the last campaip, and 
in bis stead, on Washington's recommendation, had ap- 
pointed General Greene. Natlmniel Greene was a native 
of Warwick, in Rhode Island, born in 1742. His father 
was a Qualcer preacher, and also the master of a iorg& 
To the second of these callings was young Nathaniel 
bred. Even as a working smith, he showed an early 
aptitude for mathematical pursuits. He would employ 
his leisure hours in making small anchors, and other 
such toys as he could readily dispose of, that he nugat, 
from the fruits of his labour, purchase a few books. Om 
of the happiest days of his life, he declares, was that 
which first saw him possessed in this mwiner ot an 
Euclid In 1770, he was elected to the General Assembly 
of his native colony. In 1774, he married.* _ But neither 
his Qualter training, nor yet hia wedded ties, withheld 
him from engaging, as his sense of public duty directed, 
in his country's service. In the very year of his mar- 
riage, he enrolled himself as a private m one ot the 

* The erandsoii and biographer of Greene, in rdatiijg tHa mar- 
riage, dilaws upon "that beautiful iiiWreouvse __wnh the other 
■' which forms so great a chnrm of Amevi 
But why lealrict toe charm to America ? 



ca, 1846.) 
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independent companies. Nest year, wheii hostilities 
broke forth with the mother country, so great was the 
dearth of officers, especially in so small a state as Khode 
Island, that Greene was at once appointed to the com- 
mand of its little army, with the rank of Major General. 
Serving at head-quarters, or near the Commander-in- 
Chief, he took part witll credit in many of the principal 
transactions of the war. But he liad no separate com- 
mand till sent to succeed Gatos in the Carolinas. There 
his conduct was such as well to justify Washington's 
recommendation. Bold and active, fertile in expedients, 
ever forward to meet obstacles, and not easily discouraged 
by reverses, he was also most warmly attached to the 
cause he had from the first espoused. Though, as chief, 
he was not once victorious in the field, it is remarkable 
how high his name stands even now— and justly — in the 
reverent remembrance of his countrymen. 

On his arrival in the south, Greene had found in the 
place of Gates's army, a mere broken and dispirited 
remnant Without deby he zealously applied himself, 
both to recruit its numbers and to r^se its discipline. 
His resources were most inadequate. " We ore living 
" upon charity," he writes, " and subsist upon daily contri- 
" butions."* In another of his letters at this period, while 
complaining of his destitution, there peeps out a painful 
reveabnent of the true state of the slaves. Some of his 
Militia men, he says, are " as ragged and naked as the 
" Virginia blacks." ^ 

Greene, however, was greatly cheered by the first event 
of the campaign. Lord Comwallis had detached Colonel 
Tarieton, with 1,000 men, horse and foot, to pursue and 
rout the American division of light troops, under General 
Morgan. On the Tth of January, Tarieton came up witli 
the enemy, at a place called the Cow-pens. He found 
them about equal in infantry, but inferior in horse ; on 
the other hand, his own troops were exhausted ivith 
fatigue, from a bag night-march. Nevertheless, tho 

To President Ewd, Jfttiusrj9. 1781. (liced's Memoirs, vol. ii. 
p. 346.) 

t To General Washington, Januacy 13. 1781. (Corresponclenee 
of the Revolution, aEediledbyMr. Sparka, vol. iiL p. 308. ed. 1853.) 
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impetuous Tavleton, too confident of victory, led them 
forward to the charge. He succeeded in throwing into 
eonfuEioa the first and second line of the Americans ; 
but ihoy quickly rallied, and became the assailants in 
their turn. The way-worn English were altogether 
overpowered. Tarleton and the cavalry made their 
escape from the field ; hut the infantry were ail either 
slain or taken prisoners ; the number of these last being 
full 500. 

The action at the Cow-pens gave lustre to the Ame- 
rican arms. It surprised, and mortified, but did not dis- 
pirit, Lord CornwaJlis, On the contrary, he set hia 
troops in rapid movement^ cheerfully, for the sake of 
speed, sacrificing the greater part of his own and his 
officers' baggage. His object was to intercept Morgan 
and the prisoners at the fords of the Catawba. A sudden 
rise in the water, from the rains, delayed Ms progress ; 
first, at that stream, and next, also, at the Yadkin. But 
though Lord Cornwallis could not hinder Morgan from 
rejoining the main body under Greene, he advanced, with 
good success, against both these chiefs combined. It was 
only througii Greene's great activity and judgment, that 
they saved themselves from being compelled to fight 
under many disadvaatj^es. Closely pursued, they crossed 
the river Dan into Virginia, and left the whole of North 
Carolina at the mercy of the English. 

Desisting from further pursuit. Lord Cornwallis re- 
paired to Hillsborough. There he raised the Boyal 
Standard, and issued a proclamation inviting all loyal 
subjects to join him. He had good grounds to expect 
the accession of considerable numbers, Greene himself, 
in hia most confidential correspondence, a few weeks 
afterwards, speaking of the southern States, owns that 
" the majority is greatly in favour of the enemy's interest 
" now."* So important, indeed, at the time, did Com- 
wallis's gathering of the loyalists appear to Greene, that 
he determined, at all haaards, to impede it He crossed 
the Dan once more, with the aid of some new Virginian 
Militia, and hung upon Cornwallis's flank and rear. It 
so chanced, that immediately afterwards, a body of some 



* To Pi'Bsident Eeed, Miij- 4. irsi. 
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200 loyalists, oa their way to join the British, fell in 
■with Greene's vanguard, under Colonel Lee, whicli they 
mistook for their own friends. Colonel Lee, on the con- 
trary, detected them at once from the badge which they 
bore — a red rag upon their hats. Thus tliey were taien 
wholly unawares, in a long, narrow lane, near the river 
Haw; and they were beginning to protest that they 
were " the very best friends of the King," when suddenly, 
their countrymen, deaf to all cries for mercy, fell upon 
them, and cut them down, wi.thout resistance, in cold 
blood. Cruelty is not always — would that it were! — 
ineffectual for its objects ; and this dire act of slaughter 
certainly tended, in a great degree, to keep back the 
other Carolina loyalists, and scare them from the new- 
raised Royal Standard. 

Greene, though at first unequal to ComwaUia, re- 
ceived, by degrees, both reinforcements and supplies. 
Choosing some strong ground, near Guilford court-house, 
he no longer declined the battle which the English Gre- 
neral offered. It was fought on the 15th of March, and 
was well contested. At length, the Americana, con- 
sisting, in part, of raw Milifia, were utterly defeated, 
and driven from the field, leaving behind their artillery, 
and upwards of 300 dead. In the words of one of their 
historians : " Ko battle, in the course of the war, refieets 
" more honoiu" on the courage of the British troops than 
" this of Guilford. On no other occasion had they fought 
" with such inferiority of numbers, or disadvantages of 
" ground." • This inferiority of numbers was, indeed, 
considerable. Lord Comwallts, in his despatoh to Sir 
Henry Clinton, reports his troops in the action as 1,600; 
and declares his opinion that the enemy in front of him 
were 7,000. The best American authorities observe 
that^ not counting their first line, which fled without a 
struggle, the force that really fought on their side was 
3,200. 

However signal was this victory, it brought no fruits 
to Lord Cornwallis. He had expected some reinforcements 
from among the country people ; but, as is stated by 
himself: "Many of the inhabitants rode into camp; 

• Marshall's life of "Washington, toI if. p. 345. 
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" shook me by the hand ; said they were glad to see us, 
" and to hear that we had beat Greene, and then rode 
" back i^ain."* One-tliird of his own small force had 
been disabled in the fight ; the remaiiidenvere exhausted 
■with fatigue, and straitened for supplies. Thus, unable 
to improve his advantages, he fell back, by easy marches, 
towards the coast, fixiiig his head-quMters at Wilming- 
ton, a small seaport on the Cape Fear river. Greene 
followed in his track for some mai-ches, appearing, to hia 
own surprise, in the light of a pursuer so soon dter his 
great defeat. Ere long, however, Greene stopped short, 
and took a different direction. He had judiciously re- 
solved, instead of folio-wing Lord Corowallis any further, 
to renew the war in South Carolina, and attack Lord 
Eawdon, who commanded the British posts in tliat 
province. 

■ At Wilmington, Lord Cornwallis halted for about 
three weeks. He found himself in great perplexity as 
to his future plans. Even after calling in some outposts, 
his whole force was but 1,500 men. With these, should 
he march back to South Carolina, and relieve Lord 
Eawdon; or advance into Virginia, and join Gtenerals 
PhiUips and Arnold ? Compelled to decide without con- 
sulting Clinton, he resolved upon the latter course ; and, 
on the 25 th of April, commenced his march to the 
northward. He made his way through "Virginia, with 
little or no opposition from the people ; impeded only by 
the number of rivers to be crossed, and by the difacult 
nature of the country. On the 20th of May he arrived 
at Petersburg, There he had to mourn the recent death 
of his Mend General PbOlips, but found General Arnold 
strengthened by another detachment from New York. 
The whole united force amounted to nearly 7,000 men. 

With this augmented army. General Arnold did not 
remain. He had lately stated it as his opinion, in his 
letters to Lord George Germaine, that hia former post 
at West Point might yet be reduced by a few days' 
regular attack. Lord George had referred the project 
back to Sir Henry Clinton, aa one highly deserving of 

* To Sir H, CliulOTi, April 10. 1781. (Corresp. pablishedin 1783, 
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adoption. By Ha own, as well aa by Sir Henry's wish, 
Arnold now sailed for New York, to consult upon this 
project, which, however, came to nothing. Indeed, the 
whole effective force of Clinton, at this time, as we learn 
from, his despatches, was exactly 10,931." Far from 
undertaking a camp^gn in the Highlands, on doubtful 
representations, he desired to recall the last detachments 
from Virginia, if Cornwallis could spare them. He had 
cause to apprehend au attack of the French and Ameri- 
cans combined, upon New York ; an attack which 
Washington several times seriously planned, and brought 
to the brink of execution, but which difficulties on hie 
side had always hitherto prevented. 

Li Virginia, where Jefferson was Governor, and where 
La Fayette coromanded, the Americans were, as yet, 
"much inferior to Comwallia. " I am not strong enough 
" even to get beaten 1 " writes La Fayette to Washing- 
ton.^ The English Earl sent out, from his head- 
quarters, two light expeditions ; the one under Colonel 
Tarleton, the other under Colonel Simcoe, They had 
great success ; both Jefferson and La Fayette most 
narrowly escaping. Comwallis, who himself undertook 
some rapid marches in advance, had strong hopes of 
seizing his young French adversary. "The boy cannot 
" escape me ! " — these words, it is said, he used in some 
letters written home, which, after the event, were well 
rememhered.J To slip away from a superior force, by 
dint of good intelligence and celerity of movement*, is 
no high military exploit ; it is the highest, however, 
that, as the leader of an army. History has to record of 
the Marqnia de La Fayette. 

In the south. General Greene had never been able to 
collect again the greater part of the Militia scattered far 
and wide at the battle of Guilford. With neai-ly 2,000 
men, however, he advanced against Lord Eawdon, who 
held the post of Camden with 900. On coming up, the 
American chief judged it best to wait for reinforce- 

' ToEai-I Comwallis, June n. 1781. (Corresp. published 1783, 
p. 115.) 

■f leUer, May 24. 1781. (Corresp. of the Eevoludoa, vol. iii. 
p. 322. ed. 1853.) 

J Gordon's Hist Anaor. Boy. vol. iv. p. 111. 
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meiits ; and, meanwhile, took post some two milos from 
Camden upoa ITobkirk'B Hill. On the other hand, Lord 
Eawdon determined to sally forth and attack him, before 
Ma reinforcements could arrive. The action was fought 
on the 25th of April ; the very day on which Lord 
Comwallia began his march from Wilmington. After a 
sharp conflict, Lord liawdon found himself master of the 
field, having driven the Americans with heavy loss from 
the heights which they ha^l held. Thus, only a few daya 
afterwari?, does their GJeneral describe his situation and 
his views : " We fight, get beat, and iight again. We 
" have so much to do, and so little to do it with, that I 
" am much afraid these States must fall, never to rise 
" again j and what is more, I am persuaded they will lay 
" a train to sap the foundation of all the rest," * 

But, as usual in this singular campaign, the British, 
though victorious, did not reap the fruits of victory, 
Greene took another post, only a few miles distant from 
them, and applied himself, with great success, to cut off 
their supplies, and harass their communications. Before 
the middle of May, Lord Eawdon, unable to bring 
Greene to a second action, found it necessary (first, 
however, destroying his least portable stores), to 
relinquish Camden, and fall back for the protection of 
Charleston. 

The exertions of Grreene at this juncture were well 
seconded by one of his own detachments under Colonel 
Lee, and by the partisan warfare of Marion and Sump- 
ter, who, upon this change of fortune, had again emerged. 
Fort Watson, Fort Motte, Fort Graaby, and several 
others on the frontier, fell into their hands. Greene 
himself was, indeed, repulsed by Colonel Cruger, 
in the attack upon the larger post of Ninety Six, even 
before the arrival of Lord Eawdon, who had received 
some Irish reinforcements, and was on his march to 
nuse the ^ege. Yet, here again, after this success. 
Lord Eftwdon had no better choice than to draw off the 
garrison, and to give up the post, which, at such a 
distance, he was no longer able to maintain. 

The midsummer heata, so scorching and so sickly in 

* Private Letter from Greene to Washii^ton, May 1. 1781, 
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that climate, led, at this time, t< 
of the war. During the intern 
health had been greatly impaired by his exertions, 
availed himself of a permission, previously obtained, to 
embark for Euiope. Just before he sailed, Charleston 
became the scene of a military execution, deemed 
requisite as a political example. Colonel Isaac Hayne, 
an American who had acceded to the English, and taten 
their oath of allegiance, was afterwards captured when 
in arms gainst them; and, being brought before a 
Court of Inquiry, was sentenced to be hanged, and was 
hanged accordingly. This act drew from General Greene 
the most vehement denunciations, — as though it had 
been a wanton murder, or, in his o^vn words, an "inhu- 
"maa insult," — as though it might have justified the 
severest vengeance upon the unoffending British prisoners 
in hia hands. Some months later, the Duke of Richmond 
also made the case of Hayne the subject of an accusatory 
motion in the House of Lords. On both sides of the 
Atlantic was the character of Lord Eawdon unsparingly 
asfifuled. Greene, indeed, thought fit to charge him with 
being pusillanimous, as well as cruel ; " perpetrating this 
" atrocity at a time when his immediate embarkation for 
" England was to preserve him from the danger of its 
" consequences ! " Kevertheless, it is clear, from Ivord 
Eaw don's subsequent explanations, that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Balfour, being his senior on the Army List, and, 
in point of fact, holding the command at Charleston, was 
alone responsible. I/ord Eawdon liad, indeed, taken no 
part in the affair, except on the impulse of compassion. 
"Lmnediately on my ai-rival in Charleston," he says, 
" application was made to me by a number of ladies, 
"principally of your party, to save Hayne from the 
"impending infliction, ^norant of the complicated 
" nature and extent of the crime, I incautiously pronnised 
"to use my endeavours towards inducing Colonel 
"Balfour to lenity." Ix>rd Eawdon did so, as his 
promise bound him ; yef, he adds, that on a fuller know- 
ledge of the case, " for the guilt of Hayne not a shadow 
" of palliation could be found. By all the recognised 
"laws of war, nothing was requisite in the case of 
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" Hayno, but to ideatify his person, previous to li 
" him oa the next tree," * 

It is trae that in the details of this transaction, as 
it took place at Charleston, there appear some circum- 
stances of irregularity, and some of harshness, both of 
which may be condemned. But as to the substantial 
merits of the sentence, they depend solely on the question 
whether or not it be rightful to deal " in the most sum- 
" mary way " with any man, sworn to one party in a war, 
and yet found serving on the other. If in this question 
the American writers desire to maintain the affirmative, 
according to the established military rules, then they 
must acquit the British officers for having executed 
Hayiie. If the negative, then they must condemn 
General Washington for the written instructions which 
in the very same year, and in the very same contingency 
— that is, with ttie hopes of seizing Arnold— he had 
given to La Fayetfe. 

On the departure of Lord Eawdon, the chief command 
of the troops in the field devolved upon Colonel Stewart. 
Greene had encamped upon Santee Hiils, but, as the 
summer heats abated, he descended from the heights and 
marched against the British. The two armies met about 
sixty miles from Charleston, at the Eutaw Springs. 
There, on the 8th of September, was fought an action, 
the last and one of the sharpest in this American War, 
The number of slain on both sides amounted to some 
hundreds, and the artillery was several times taken and 
retaken. At the outset the English were repulsed on 
their whole line, but recovered themselves, and in their 
turn drove back the Americans, remaining that night 
and next day in full possession of the ground. Hence, 
according to the rules of war, they might be regarded aa 
the victors, although the Americans also claimed to 
be so ; and it was, perhaps, more truly a pitched battle. 

• See the exoellont letter which Lord Enwdoii, thea Earl of 
Moira, addressed many years afterwards io tlie American General 
H. Dm; It IS dated June 29. 181S, and printed m Hie Appendhr 
(pp.xsjtji.— xhiL)toLee's " Campaign of 1781 in the Carolinas." 
For the statements m Gi'eene's public and private correspondence, 
conenlt p. 440. of tliat volume, and the biographr by Greene's 
grandson, p. 311, o r j j 
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As to its result, the English reaped the customary fruits 
of their victories during this campaign. Ere loag tliey 
found it necessary to fall back, to Charleston Neck ; vifhiie 
the greater part, not merely of the open country, not 
merely in South Carolina, but in Georgia, -was over-run 
by Greene, and restored to its American allegiance. 
Before the close of the year the King's troops held little 
or nothing in either of these provinces, beyond the dis- 
. triets immediately adjoining their two stoongholds of 
Charleston and Savannah. 

Spain also had sent a small expedition into West 
Florida, and completed her re-conquest of that province 
by the capture of Pensacola, in May. 

Meanwhile, in Virginia,. Lord Comwallis, like Lord 
Eawdon, had been compelled by the summer heats to 
slacken in his mOitary enterprises. Tlie force in his 
front was gradually augmenting. General Wayne, with 
the Pennaylvanians, had succeeded in joining La Fayette ; 
and other bodies of Militia had come in. It seemed, 
besides, by no means beyond the bounds of probability 
that, early in the autumn, Washington and Eochambean 
might combine and move upon the Chesapeak. Under 
such circumstances Sir Henry Clinton felt the importance 
of effecting a diversion, and turning some of the enemy's 
troops to another quarter. Towards the middle of 
August he had received a reinforcement of great value 
to him, a body of 2,400 German recruits ; and at the 
beginning of September he despat^^hed General Arnold 
with an expedition to Connecticut. This expedition, 
after carrying Forts Trumbull and Griswold, reduced to 
ashes the flourishing town of New London, with many 
of the vessels in the harbour ; Arnold, apparently, being 
but little moved by the remembrance that the district 
thus wasted was Ms birthplace.* Sir Henry had in view 
another enterprise against Rhode Island ; and a blow 
still far bolder upon Philadelphia, whore, as in a place of 
full security, the Americans had collected all their prin- 

* Arnold states, however, in hie officjal report! " The explosion of 
" the powder and change of wind soon nfterthe stores were fired com- 
" municated She flames to pact of tiie town, which was, notwitlistand- 
"ing every effort to prevent it, nnfortunatoly destrojed." (MS. 
despatch, Sept. S. 1781, appended to Sir Henry Clinton's Memoirs.) 
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cipsil stores and magazines. Eotli these projects, how- 
ever, though brought to the very verge of execution, 
■were nipped in the bud by wholly insuperable difficulties. 
Sir Henry all this while, by means of an intercepted 
mail, had accurate intelligence of the enemy's most secret 
designs. Thus it was that he had learnt their iirst scheme 
of an attack upon New York. Thus, also, had he become 
apprised that in their own opinion " a visible languor to 
"their cause began universally to prevail." But as he 
declares it, " the most interesting piece of intelligence 
" which this capture procured ua was an intimation from 
the Court of France that this was the last campMgn in 
which the Americans were to expect assistance of either 
troops or ships from that nation, as she began to be ap- 
prehensive that her own exigencies would put it oat of 
her power to continue her support^ if the war should 
be protracted much longer, — thereby strongly pointing 
■' out to us the policy of avoiding all risks as much as 
" possible, because it was now manifest that if we could 
" only persevere in escaping affront, Time alone would 
" soon bring about every success we could wish." * 

Hence it will be seen that even at tliat late period the 
British cause in North America was, to say the very 
least of it, not lost. But the current of affiiirs and the 
nature of the country were now rapidly leading to a 
great disaster, such as afterwards no successes could out- 
weigh, and no skill retrieve. Among the lesser causes 
of that disaster must be reckoned the personal estrange- 
ment of Clinton and CornwaUis. Differences between 
them had for some time past been smouldering ; and on. 
their return to England at the peace, they eagerly 
assMled each other in a paper wai-. Yet, without follow- 
ing the complaints of both into minute detail, it may be 
asserted that they give no just ground for the serious 
arraignment of either. Of the two, Clinton was pro- 
bably the abler, Cornwallis the more enterprising chief; 
but both alike were men of the highest honour and 
courage, full of zeal for their country's service, and when 
it came to action, ever desirous to postpone — if not, in 
fact, postponing — their personal differences to the public 



ir Htni-j Clinton's Memoirs, voL ii. i 
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cause. Both-— Comw^alUs more especially — may have 
erred in judgment ; yet it seems only equitable to 
remember how thorny and bewildering were at this time 
the patha before them. 

Another, and the most efficient, cause of the disaster 
that ensued lay in the superiority of naval force which 
the French suddenly acquired in these seas. In the 
month of May, a new chief, the Comte de Barras, had 
arrived from Europe, and taken the command of the 
French squadron, still lying at Rhode Island, and hitherto 
in some degree neglected,* Towards the same period, 
Sir Henry CJinton, at his own earnest and repeated 
request^ had been freed from the counter-action of a most 
untowai-d colleague ; Admiral Arbuthnot being recalled, 
and Admiral Graves appointed in his plaoe. Thus far 
the chiefs only were changed, and the balance of force 
was, as before, in favour of the English. But the 
balance was wholly turned against them when, in the 
latter part of August, the Comte de Grasse arrived from 
the West Indies with eight and twenty sail of the line. 
De Grasse was followed by Sir Samuel Hood, but Sir 
Samuel could bring only fourteen. 

On his voyage De Grasse fell in with and took the 
packet from Charleston, having on board Lord Eawdon, 
who thus found himself within a few weeks from a victor 
at Hohkirk's Hill a prisoner in the Chesapeak, Entering 
that bay, the French Admiral set on shore between three 
and four thousand land troops, under the Marquis de St 
Simon ; a most welcome stddition to the force of La 
Fayette. So ill-informed, meanwhile, was Hood of the 
true number of De Grasse's vessels, that, writing to Sir 
Henry Clinton from off Cape Henry, on the 25th of 
August^ he declared his own fleet fully equal to defeat 
any designs of the enemy, let De Graase bring or send 
what ships he might in aid to those under Earras. On 
these assurances Sir Henry Clinton relied, and certainly 
was justified in relying, and he afterwards appealed to 



• " H y avait dix mois que noii3 etioi 


19 parti? de France ; nous 


" n'avioaa pas encore reiju une lettre ni ■ 


un fen," snys the Duke de 


Laraun. (Memoirs, p. 353. ed. 1 822.) 
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them as indicating the hopes that he had cherished and 
the plana that he had foi'med. 

Admiral Graves, on his part, hastened to join Hood 
■with five ships, aU those he had ready for sea ; and, as 
the senior officer, he assumed the chief command. When 
he appeared off the Capes of Virginia, Do Grasse went 
out to meet him with the greater part of his force, and 
there ensued between them, on the 5th of September, a 
desultory and indecisive action. Several ships were 
damaged, but none were taken, and at last, after some 
days, they parted ; the English fleet returning to New 
York, and the French fleet to the Chesapeak. There 
De Grasae was joined by the squadron of Barras, from 
Newport; but, on the other hand, some ships firom 
England, under Admiral Digby, increased the force of 
Graves, The relative superiority, however, still con- 
tinued, as before, greatly on the side of the French. 
While they, in the Chesapeak, could boast thirty-six 
sail of the line, we, at Now York, had no more than 
twenty-five. 

Washington, meanwhile, had not been diverted firom 
his deisigns against Lord Comwallis, either by the descent 
of Arnold in Connecticut, or by any apprehension for 
Ehode Island, He was wisely impressed with the im- 
portance, at that juncture, of striking a great blow. 
Every where around him, he found a vague dependence 
on IVeneh aid unnerve and take the place of a self- 
relying zeal. He saw the Congress, so energetic and so 
well supported at ite outset, utterly failing in ability, and 
sunk in reputation. He saw the people in the very 
throes of national bankruptcy ; " our poor old currency 
" is breathing its last gasp ;" writes, at this time, an 
ajjcomplished lady from Boston,* He saw the Eastern 
States especially, as their own writers have acknow- 
ledged, grown almost indifierent to the war since it had 
passed to other shores. Thus, to use Washington's 
words at a later period, "some splendid advantage was, 
" essentially necessary at the crisis in question, to revive 
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" the expiring hopes and languid exertions of the 
"country."* 

With these views, the American General, and in com- 
bination with him Comte de Eochambeau, after sevoral 
feints, drew off their main forces to Philadelphia, and 
from thence marched to the Head of Elk. On this 
onward route into Virginia, Washington was enabled to 
pay a passing visit to his beloved home of Mount 
Vernon, which he had never seen (so unremitting had 
been hia public services) since he left it to attend the 
second Continental Congress, sis years and a half before , 
On the 14th of September he reached the head-quarters of 
la Fayette, near WiUiamsburg, and assumed, of course, 
the chief command, while under him De Eochambeau 
had the more particular direction of the French. Kest, 
the two commanders travelled towards Cape Henry, to 
hold a conference with Comte de Grasae on board his 
ship. That ship, the Ville de Paeis, was already much 
renowned ; it carried 106 guns, and was, perhaps, the 
largest vessel then afloat; larger, certainly, than any of 
our own " first- rates." It had been built at lavish cost 
and with scientific care, by direction of the citiaena of 
Paris, as a present to King Louis, who, in accepting theii- 
gift, had bestowed on it their name, f 

At the conference on boai-d the Ville de Paris, the, 
Comte de Grasse gave his colleagues notice, that 
owing to his other duties, and hia precise ordei-s from 
home, he could not continue on this station longer than 
the 1st of November. Meanwhile, it was determined to 
press the operations against Lord Comwallis with the 
utmost vigour. The net, indeed, was rapidty closing 
around the English Ear]. During the month of August 
he had relinquished Portsmouth, and taken post at York- 
town, in purauance of some instructions from Sir Henry 
Clinton, which Sir Henry meant as permissive, but 
which Comwallis uuderetood as peremptory. York- 
town, aa Comwallis afterwards declared, was not, in his 
judgment, well adapted for defence. It is a small village, 

• See Mr. Sparte's Life of "Washington, p. 3R0. 

t On the " Ville de Faris," sea Mimly's Life of Eodney, vol, ii. 
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about twelfe milea from Williamsburg, built upon a high 
bank, the southern one, of York river. There, the long 
peninsula, extending between the rivers York and James, 
is little more than eight miles broad. There, the river 
York itself is one mile in width ; and, on a point of land 
projecting from the northern bank, lies Gloucester, 
another small village, which Comwallis also held. Both 
posts, but more especially York-town as the larger, he 
had fortified as he h^st might, with redoubts and in- 
trenchments ; and theae unflniahed work^ he wa.s now to 
maintain with 7,000 men, again'^t a foice which by 
degrees grew to 18 000 Hia position v. as not rnUy 
perilous, so long as the Engbsh ictimed the supenoiity 
at sea ; but the great fleet oi De Grat>ae waa now m 
terposing, and cut off his r*,treat. 

With proper frankness CornwaJba had not left his 
commanding officer m iny d ubt as to hia difficulties 
So early as the I6th of September he wrrte thus to Sir 
Henry Clinton from York-town — " This place is m bo 
" state of defence. If you cannot lelievc me veiy soon, 
" you must expect to hear the worst." 

It was on the 28th of the same month that the com- 
bined army of Americans and French first appeared in 
sight of York-town. Cornwallis is alleged to have ne- 
glected ft favourable opportunity to fall upon and over- 
power the separate division of La Fayette before it was 
supported by the rest. Yet such success, had it even been 
achieved, and had not the Americans come np quicker 
tlian was thought, could have had. no materitd bearing 
on the result of the campaign. On the evening cf the 
29th the Engliah General was cheered by the arrival of 
an express, bringing despatches from Sir Henry Clinton 
of the 24th of S^tember. " At a meeting," wrote Sir 
Henry, " of the General and Flag Officers, held this day, 
" it is determined that above 5,000 men, rank and file, 

shall be embarked on board the King's ships, and the 

joint exertions of the navy and army made in a few 

days to relieve you, and afterwards co-operate with 
" you. The fleet consists of twenty-three sail of the 
" line, three of which are three-deckers. There is 

every reason to hope we start from hence the 5th of 

October," 
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On the same night after receiving tliesG despatches, 
Cornwallis, in expectation of speedy succour, drew -in 
his troops from tlie outirard defences, and confined them 
to the entrenchments of the town. It was a step for the 
Americans which they had not expected to secure so 
Boon. " By this means," writes Washington, "we are 
" in possession of very advantageous grounds, which 
" command the British line of works in a very near 
" advanca" On the 1st of October he was enabled to 
report to the President of. Congress his investment as 
fully completed. * Gloucester, which was held by Co- 
lonel Dundas, was beleaguered by some Virginian Mi- 
litia, and by the French legion of the Duke de Lauzun. 
York-town, where Cornwallis, in person, and with his 
main force commanded, saw, to its left, the division of' 
La Fayotte ; and to its right, the division of St Simon. 
Other bodies of troops filled the space between them, 
while Washington and Sochambeau fixed their posts 
near together, towards the centre. They brought up 
fifty pieces of cannon, for the most part heavy, by aid 
fi-om the French ships, as also sixteen mortars ; and 
they lost no time in commencing their first parallel 
against the town. 

On the other pact, Lord Cornwallis is admitted to 
have shown most undaunted resolution. The officers 
under him, and the troops, German and English, all did 
their duty wclL For some weeks they had laboured hai-d 
and unremittingly, in raising their defences ; and they 
were now prepared, with equal spirit, to maintain their 
half-completed works, Bu^ besides the enemy without, 
they had another foe within — an epidemic sickness, that 
stretched many hundreds helpless on their paUet-beds. 
Nor could they hinder Washington from completing his 
first parallel, and opening his fire upon them on the even- 
ing of the 9th of October. For two days the fire was 
incessant from heavy cannon, and from mortars and 
howitzers, throwing shells in showers on the town, until, 
says CornwaDis, all our guns on the left were silenced, 
our works much damaged, and our loss of men consider- 
able. By these shells, also, the Charon, a ship of forty- 

* Works, vol, ^-iii. p. 169, 
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four guns, together with three British transports in the 
river, were set in flames, and consumed. On the night 
of the 11th the enemj began their second parallel at 
about three hundred yards ; that ia, at only half the dis- 
tance of the former. Comwallia did all in his power to 
delay, for prevent he eould not, the progress of this work, 
by opening new embrasures for guns, and keeping up a 
constant fire with all the howitzers and small mortars 
that he could man. 

In their approaches the enemy were also, in some de- 
gree, impeded by two redoubts which the British had 
coastracfed in adyance to cover their left flank. These 
Washington resolved to storm ; and, for the sake of ex- 
citing emulatioa, he entrusted the attack of the one to the 
Americans, and of the other to the French. Both attacks 
were made in the night of the 14th, and with full suc- 
cess ; and, by the unwearied exertions of the enemy, 
both redoubts were included in their second parallel by 
day-break the next morning. 

Up to this time Lord Cornwallia had been cheered by 
the expectation of speedy aid. Often and anxiously 
must he have looked out for a white sail gleaming in the 
distance on theblue waters of the bay. But, on the 15th, 
the morning after the redoubts were stormed, it was 
clear to him that the expedition from New York had been 
either, by some accident, delayed, or, by the superiority 
of the French fleet, turned aside. Writing, on that 
day, a few lines in cypher to Sir Henry, Cornwallis de- 
scribed his prospects as follows ; — " My situation now 
" becomes very crificaL We dare not show a gun to 
" their (the enemy's) old batteries, and I expect that 
" their new ones will open to-morrow morning. Experi- 
" ence has shown that our fresh earthen works do not 
" resist their powerful artillery ; so that we shall soon be 
" exposed to an assault in ruined works, in a bad posi- 
" tion, and with weakened numbers. The safety of the 
" place is, therefore, so precarious, that I cannot recom- 
" mend that the fleet and army should run great risk 
" in endeavouring to save us." 

Lord Cornwallis, however, with a true soldier's spirit 
while diseouaselling "great risk" to others, was ready 
to run any risk, however great, of his own. Alittle before 
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day-break of the IStli he ordered a sally of about 350 men, 
vrnder the direction of Lieutenfint- Colonel Abercrombie, 
to attack two of the enemy's batteries, which appeared 
to be in the greatest forwardness, and to spike their guns. 
The gallant little band, well led under Abercrombie by 
Armstrong and by Lake, carried all before them, forcing 
the redoubt, spiking eleven of the guns, and killing or 
wounding about one hundred of the French. But this 
action, though extremely honourable to the of&cers and 
soldiers who performed it, proved of little public good ; 
for the cannon having, of necessity, been spiked in haste, 
were soon rendered fit for service once more. " And 
before dark," says Cornwallis, " the enemy's whole paral- 
■ lei and batteries appeared to be nearly complete. At 
this time we knew that there was no part of the whole 
front attacked on which we could show a single gun, 
and our shells wei-e nearly expended. I had, there- 
fore, only to choose between preparing to surrender 
next day, or endeavouring to got off with the greatest 
part of the troops ; and I determined to attempt the 
latter." 

For that enterprise Lord Cornwallis had provided 
sixteen large boats, which, upon other pretests, were 
ordered to be in readiness to receive troops tliat same 
evening at ten o'clock. With these it was hoped to pass 
the infantry during the night to Gloucester, relinquishing 
the b^gage, and leaving a small detachment to capi- 
tulate for the town's people, and for the sick and wounded.. 
The plan of Cornwallis waa next to force the enemy's 
lines in front of Gloucester, and cut to pieces or disperse 
their troops ; then to mount his men on horses takea 
from the French or the country people ; to gain, by a 
rapid march, the fords of the great rivers, and make his 
way through Maryland and the Jerseys to New York. 
Considering the vast extent of country to be passed, and 
the superiority of tlie force in his rear, the enterprise 
appears not merely daring, but desperate ; still, slight as 
w«re ita chances, Cornwallis far preferred them to sur- 
render. The first embarkation of troops had already 
gone to the northern bank, when the whole project was 
marred and arrested by the weather, which, from calm 
and fair, suddenly changed to a most violent storm of 
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wind and rain. The crossing of the other troops that 
night became impossible ; all that could bo done was to 
bring back next forenoon tlie detachments that had 
already passed. 

Meanwhile, as ComwaUis had expected, the enemy's 
batteries before York-town had opened at day-break. 
Nothing now remained for him but to obtain the best 
terms he could. On that morning, then, the 17th of 
October, he sent a flag of trace to Washington, proposing 
a cessation of arms, and a treaty for the capitulation of 
hia post. Washington, in reply, required him to state 
within two hours the terms which he demanded. In a 
second letter hereupon CornwaUis asked that the gar- 
risons of York and Gloucester, though laying down their. 
arm^ as prisoners of war, should be sent home, — the 
Britons to Britain, and tlie Germans to Germany, under 
engagement not to serve against France, America, or 
their aUiea, until "in due form exchanged. The American 
General declared these terms to be inadmissible, and the 
Earl then agreed to waive them. It appears probable, 
indeed, that they were proposed only for the sake of form 
or show. Their fulfilment would have depended on the 
Congress, and not on the personal high honour and pro- 
bity of Washington. And with the event of Saratoga 
full in his mind, it must have seemed to Lord ComwalBs 
a question of utter and complete indifference whether 
the Americans did or did not stipulate to set their 
captives free. 

On this basis then — as yielded by Cornwallis, on the 
morning of the 18th of October — a cessation of arms 
was continued, and a negotiation begun. The Com- 
missioners, two fl.eld-oiRcers being named on each side, 
conferred tflgether, and discussed the terms that same 
day. All tlie artillery and public stores in the two forts, 
together with the shipping and boats in the two harbours, 
were to be surrendered by the English. On the other 
hand, private property of every kind was to be respected 
by the Americans and French. The garrisons of York 
and Gloucester were to march out with the same honours 
of war as had been granted by Sir Henry Clinton at 
Charleston ; the land forces to remain prisoners of tlie 
United States, and the naval forces prisoners of France. 
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The soldiers were to be kept in Virginia, Maryland, or 
PeniLBylvania, and as mueh by regimenta as possible. 
The General, Staff, and other offlcera not left with the 
troops, to be permitted to go to New York or to Europe 
on parole. 

" It is remarkable," says an American historian, "tliat 
" while Colonel Laurens, the officer employed by Ge- 
" neral Washington (in conjunction witli the Vicomte 
" de Noailles), was drawing up these articles, liis father 
" waa closely confined in the Tower of London, of which 
" ImiA Comwallis was Constable. By this singular 
" combination of circumstances, his Lordship became a 
" prisoner to the son of his own prisoner!"* 

An addition which Washington made aa foUows, to the 
article on private effects, appears, at first sight, obscure : 
" It is understood that any property, obviously belonging 
" to the inhabitants of these States, in the possession of 
" the garrison, shall be subject to be reclaimed." But 
here the obscurity has been cleared away by another 
historian of America, The American chiefs, he eaya, 
ffelt the inconsistency, while struggling for their own 
independence, of stipulating for the subjection of any of 
their fellow-men ; and they therefore adopted this covert 
phrase, for the purpose of restoring to their rightful 
owners the Virginian slaves, f 

Comwallis, on his part, was honourably anxious to 
protect from harm the native loyalists within Hs linea ; 
and he proposed as the tenth article, that no such men 
were " to he punished on account of having joined the 
"British army." Washington wrote in reply: "This 
"article cannot be assented to, being altogether of civil 
"resort." Means were found, however, with Washing- 
ton's connivance, to obtain the same object in anofiier 
form. It was stipulated, that, immediately after the 
capitulation, the Bonetta sloop of war was to sail for 
New York unsearched, with despatehes from Lord 
Comwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, and with aa many 
soldiers on board as he should think fit to send ; pro- 
vided only that the vessel were returned, and that 

♦ Ramany's History of Hia American Kevolution, vol. ii. p. 271. 
t Gordon, voL iv. p. 196, 
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the soldiers were accounted for as prisoners in a future 
exchange. By this expedient was the British chief 
ensiMed to secure a safe conduct to his American 
adherents. It did not prevent, however, the other 
loyalists at New York and elsewhere, from complaining 
loudly that any capitulation had been signed citer the 
tenth article had been refused. Still much more did they 
reseat the use of the word "punished" in that article, 
as Comwallis first proposed it ; for " punishment," they 
said, must imply some previous crime ; and their only 
crime had been allegiance to their King, 

The articles of the capitulation, having been finally 
fixed by Washington and accepted by Cornwallis, were 
signed by the respective Generals on the morning of the 
19t]i of October. On the British side, about 500 men 
had been killed or wounded during the progress of the 
siege. At its close, the British and German troops, 
exclusive of the seamen, amounted to 6,000; but so 
great was the number of the sick and the disabled, that 
there remained less than 4,000 fit for duty. At two 
o'clock that afternoon, as agreed in the capitulation, the 
York-town troops marched out with their drums beating, 
their arms shouldered, and their colours cased, to lay 
down their arms before the enemy, Ajnericans and 
French, drawn out in line. The officer speciaOy 
appointed to receive them was General Lincoln, the 
chief of their captives at Charleston in the preceding 
year. Yet Washington, with his usual lofty spirit, had 
no desire to aggravate the anguish and humiliation of 
honourable foes. On the contrary, he bade all mere 
spectators keep aloof from the ceremony, and suppressed 
all public signs of exultation. 

The scene which ensued is described by an eye- 
witness, a French chaplain of the Comte de Hochambeau. 
The two lines of the Allied army, says Abbe Eobin, 
were drawn out for upwards of a mile ; the Americans 
having the right. The disproportion of heights and of 
ages in their men, and their soiled and ragged clothing, 
might be unfavourably contrasted with the neater and 
more soldierly appearance of the French. Yet, under 
such circumstances, the personal disadvantages of a raw 
Militia should rather be looked upon as an enhancement 
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of the triumph they had gained. The Abbe waa struck 
at seeing, from several indicatJons, how much keener 
■was at that time the animosity between the English and 
Americans than between the English &ad French. Thus, 
the English officers, when they l^d down their anus, 
and were passing along the enemy's lines, courteously 
saluted every French officer, even of the lowest rank ; a 
compliment which they withheld from every American, 
even of the highest. 

The followers of the English army, loft defenceless at 

York-town, were exposed to much ill-treatment on the 

part of the native soldiers, thirsting, it was said, for 

vengeance. Abb^ Eobin saw an English lady, a 

Colonel's wife, come in tears (o implore, for herself and 

for her children, the protection of IVench generosity 

against American outrage. * On the other hand, we find 

the English officers and soldiers — the actual prisoners 

of war — bear willing testimony to the kindness they 

received. Thus speaks Lord Comwallia, in his letter to 

Sir Henry Clinton : " The treatment in general, that 

"we have received from the enemy, since our surrender, 

has been perfectly good and proper. But the kindness 

and attention that has been shown to us by the French 

officers in particular, their delicate sensibility of 

our situation, their generous and pressing offer of 

money, both public and private, to any amount, has 

" really gone beyond what I can possibly describe, and 

"will, I hope, make an impression on the breast of 

every English officer, whenever the fortune of war 

should put any of them into onr power." 

But, where was Sir Henry Clinton meanwhile ? He 

had prepared his auxiliary force at New York, and was 

ready and eager to embark on the 6th of October. The 

ships, on the contrary, were ill provided, and the 

Admirals slow. "We had the misfortune," Clinton 

• "Le8 Anglaia restea it York sans armca cnrent i soufiHr de 
"beaucoup d'Americains qui voulaient sa venger iea brigandages 
"eommis dans leui'e habitations. J'ai vu la femme d'nn Colonel 
"Angles venir fiploree, supplier nos nffioiers de lui donner unegarde 
" pour 1h defendre, elle et sea enfans, de la violence du soidat 
"Amerieain." (Voyage en Amerique, par I'Abbd Kobin, p. 111. 
ed. 1783.) 
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■writes, " to see almost every succeeding day produce 
" some naval obstruction or other to protract our depar- 
"ture; and I am sorry to add, that it was the after- 
" noon of the 19th before the fleet was fairly at sea." 
This waa the very day of Lord Comwallis's capitula- 
tion ; and, on coming off the Chesapeak, they received, 
in due course, the news of that event Nothing, then, 
was left for them, but to go back whence they came. It 
is to be noted, that if the fleet could have sailed in time, 
the relief t« Lord ComwalLis need not have been hin- 
dered by the enemy's superiority at sea. Thus continues 
Sir Henry in his unpublished Memoirs : — " lie Flag 
''' Officers of the fleet, who were present when this matter 
"was debated in Council, were all clearly of opinion 
" that thirty-six ships of the line could not, in the posi- 
" tiou the Erench fleet had taken between the Middle 
" Ground and Horseshoe Flats, prevent even twenty- 
" three from passing, with a leading wind and tide, 
"into cither Tork or James's river. The reasons 
" given were that the enemy's ships, being unable, 
"from the violence of the tide, and great swell of the 
" sea that runs in that channel, to avail themselves of 
" the springs upon their cables, their broadsides could 
"not be brought to bear on ships approaching them end 
" on ; and after a passage should be effected, they would 
"not dare suddenly to weigh or cut for the purpose of 
" following, lest they should be driven on shore," 

With the surrender of Lord Cornwallis, the American 
War may be said to have concluded ; so far at least as 
its active military operations were concerned. It was a 
war by no means, as we sometimes hear alleged of it- 
founded on any plain or palpable injustice in point of 
law, since, at the outset, when the taxes were first 
imposed, the English Ministers might point to nearly all 
the highest authorities as affirming the abstract right of 
taxation we possessed. But, beyond all doubt, it was a 
war proceeding on the grossest impolicy, from the mo- 
ment it was seen how much resentment the exercise of 
that right provoked. For the mere barren assertion of 
that right — for a mere peppercorn of rent — we alienated, 
fiod, as it were, in wantonness, flung from us pro- 
vinces which, at the peace of 1763, had been as con- 
tciiled and loyal as tlie shires along the Severn 
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OP the Thames, We grew -wiser, but too late. 
Earnest and more earnest overtures, larger and then 
larger concessions, were tendered, front time to time, 
to the uprisen Colonies, but always a few weeks or a 
few months beyond the period when they might yet have 
healed the wound. The same utter want of policy 
which provoked the war was shown in its first direction. 
Our most skilful commanders, our most daring enterprises, 
seemed to be reserved for the conclusion of the conflict, 
when skill could no more avail us, and when enterprise 
led only to disaster. While the opportunity -was still 
ours — while France and Spain, so soon to combine 
against us, still kept aloof — while Washington's army, 
for example, was in full flight, or Gates's was not yet 
formed, then it is that wo find General Howe content to 
bound his conquests at the Delaware, and General Bur- 
goyne refrain a whole month from his advance to 
Albany. Such was the system in the Cabinet, against 
which our greatest statesmen warned the Ministry in 
vain. Such were the errors in the field, which even the 
occasional skill of our officers, and the constant bravery 
of our troops, could not retrieve. Thus did we alienate 
a people with whom we might perhaps, to this very day, 
have kept united ; with them resolutely upholding peace 
among all other nations ; with them, the leaders of the 
world in temperate liberty and Christian progress. They 
might have been both our brother freemen and our fellow 
su^eets, free with their own Assemblies, as we are free 
with ours, yet bound to us beneath the golden cii-cle of 
the Crown, Or if even, with their growing numbers, 
that golden circle had seemed to thern to press, it might 
have been gently and quietly unloosed- We might 
have parted as friends and kinsmen part, not have torn 
asunder with a bleeding gaah on either side. 

The intelligence of l£e Tork-towu capitulation reached 
Loudon about noon on the 25th of Novwuber. Lord 
George Germaine, who first received it as Secretary of 
State, hastened to impart it in person to the Prime 
Minister, and, by letter, to the King. Mr. Wraxall, as 
it chanced, dined with Lord George that very day, and 
then asked him how Lord Korth took the communica- 
tion? " As he would have taken a caunon-ball in his 
" breast," replied Lord George. " He opened his arms. 
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" exclaiming wildly, as he paced up and down tlie room 
" for a few minutes, '0 God' it i? ill over'' woids which 
" he repeated many times under the deepest agitition 
" and diatresa." * 

Far greater was the fortitude shown hy Geoige the 
Third. His Majesty's reply to the communication from 
Lord George Germaine was received that same after- 
noon : it was neither tremulous m its hand-writing, nor 
yet despondent in its tone ; it expressed his deep concern, 
but, at the same time, his steady lesoiulion There wis 
only one little circumstance which to Lord George's 
practised eye betrayed unwonted emotion In that letter 
the King had omitted to mark the hour and minute of 
his writing, as he was accustomed to do with scrupulous 
exactness. 

At Paris, the tidings of Comwallis'a surrender arrived 
upon the 26tii. " Most heartily," — thus writes Franklin 
to John Adams, in Holland, — " do I congratulate you on 
" the glorious news. The infant Hercules in his cradle 
" has now strangled his second serpent." The first ser- 
pent was, of course, no other than General Burgoyne. 
So pleased was Franklin witli this classical conceit, that 
it afterwards formed the subject of a medal, struck by 
hia direction, f 

It is remarkable, howCTCr, that IVanklin, writing only 
three days before to another private friend, had used the 
following expression : " I wish most heartily with you 
" that this accursed war was at aa end; but I despair of 
" seeing it finished in my time." J 

* " Historical Memoirs of My Own Time " bj Sir F. Wraxall, 
yoJ. ii. p. 101. ed. 1815. Wiaxall is a writer of no antliovity on any 
disputed 'fact, but may be allowed some credit ou sliglit drcum- 
fllanees falling directly within bis own observation. 

-f Note to Washington's Writings, vol. viii, p. 189. 

} To GoYernor Pownall, Wovomber 23. 1731. I'rauldin's Writ- 
ings, vol ix. p. 93. ecL 1844. 
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The opening of tlie Session had been fixed for the 27th 
of November, only two days after the ill tidings. It be- 
came requisite on their account to frame tho Eoyal Speech 
anew. As delivered by His Majesty, from the Throne, 
it was found to state the disaster of hia army in Virginia, 
and to call upon his people for their " vigorous, animated, 
" and united exertjon." 

In the Upper House no sooner had the Address of 
Thanks been moved and seconded, than Lord Shelbume 
started up with an Amendment. He adverted to the 
King in terms of due respect, as " a valorous and gener- 
" ous prince, gathering firmness from misfortune." But 
on the whole conduct of tho war, on the entire policy of 
Ministers, he descanted with severity. He was well sup- 
ported by the Duke of Eichmond and Lord Camden; 
Lord Bockingham. also spoke shortly on his side. lu 
reply, the weapons of the Government were but feebly 
wielded by Lord Stormont and Lord Hillsborough ; the 
Lord Chancellor resisted the Amendment, mainly as a 
violation of the established forms of Parliament, and, on 
the whole, it might he said of Lord Shelbume in this 
debate, as was said by an Irish Member on a similar 
occasion, — that ho had a majority in everything but 
numbers! His Amendment was rejected by 75 Peers 
against 31. 

In the Commons, aa Amendment was in like manner 
proposed by Fox, as soon as the Address had been duly 
moved and seconded. He applauded the Ministry ia a 
strain of sarcastic invective, because they had selected 
very young Members for that task, — a task which, he 
said, required the benefit of inexperience, the recom- 
mendation of ignorance I For himself, though a young 
man, he could not be called a young Member. He had 
seen the whole system of Ministers j he had heai-d their 
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progressive madness, impolicy, or treachery : and he 
■was now^ confounded at their presuming to look the Com- 
mons' House of Parliament in the face He ■would 

not say that he believed they were paid by France ; it 
was not possible for him to prove the fact ; but he would 
venture to say that they deserved to be bo paid. 

This powerful philippic drew from LordNorth a short 
but able reply. To the charge of personal cormptioo he 
referred with just disdain. Of Lord Cornivallis's capitu- 
lation he spoke -with recovered firmness. " A melancholy 
" disaster," he said, "has occurred in Virginia; but are 
we, therefore, to lie down and die ? Mo, it ought ra- 
ther to rouse us into action ; it ought to impel, to urge, 
to animate, for by bold and united exertions every- 
thing may be saved ; by dejection and despair every- 
thing must be lost." The honourable gentleman had 
threatened -with impeachment and the scaffold, but that 
should not deter him from striving to preserve the rights 
and legislative authority of Parliament. The war with 
America had been unfortunate, but not unjust. 

Burke, in answer to this speech, poured forth a strain 
of most impassioned eloquence ; the ■words of Lord Nortli, 
said he, froze his blood, and harrowed up his souL " Good 
" God ! Mr, Speaker," he exclaimed, " are we yet to be 
" told of the rights for which -we went to war ? Oh, 
" excellent rights ! oh, valuable rights ! Valuable you 
" should be, for we have paid dear at parting with you. 
" Oh valuable rights, that have cost Enghid thirteen 
"provinces, four islands, a hundred thousand men, and 
" more thaa seventy miHiona of money ! lOh wonderful 
" rights, that have lost to Great Britain her empire on 
"the ocean. — her boasted grand and substantial supe- 
" riority, which made the world bend before her ! Oh 
"inestimable rights, that have taken from us onr rank 
" among nations, our importance abroad, and our hap- 
" plness at home ; that have taken from us our trade, our 
"manufactures, and our commerce; that have reduced 
" ua from the most flourishing empire in the world to be 
"one of the most compact, unenviable powers on the 
" face of the globe ! Oh wonderful rights that are likely 
" to take from us aU that yet remains I We had a right 
" to tax Amenca, says the Noble Lord, and as we had. a 
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riglit, we must do it . . . Oh miserable and infatuated 
men ! miserable and undone country I not to know that 
" right signified nothing without might ; that ths right 
" without the power of enforcing it was nugatory and 
in the copyhiild of rival states or of immense 
iea 1 Oh, aaya a silly man, full of his prerogative 
lominion over a few beasts of the field, there is 
" excellent wool on the back of a wolf, and, therefore, 
" he must be sheared. What I shear a wolf? Tea. But 
" will he comply ? have you considered the trouble? how 
" will you get this wool ? Oh, I have considered nothing, 
" and I will consider nothing, but my right : a wolf is an 
" animal that has wool ; all animals that have wool are 
e shorn, and, therefore, I will shear the wolf." 
In the division which ensued the Grovernment had 
a great advantage, carrying their Address by 218 votes, 
while there were only 129 for the Amendment. The 
debate, however, did not conclude with the divisioa ; it 
was resumed on the Report of the Address. Then Burke 
spoke once more ; then, as Horace Walpole states, Pitt 
" made a most brilliant figure to the admiration of all 
" sides." Eul^ continues Walpole, it was the liOrd 
Advocate, Henry Dundas, who on that occasion caused 
most surprise. Affecting great frankness, he might be 
said almost to adopt the language of the Opposition ; he 
seemed to accuse the Ministers of disunion, and to blame 
some who in council did not deliver their sincere opinion. 
However, with aU this air of frankness, few could see 
what he meant, or whom he blamed ; and the more he 
was pressed the more obscure he grew.* After such a, 
speech, to retain in office this able and eloquent, but now 
insubordinate, placeman, was certainly a clear sign of 
the weakness of the Government. 

Other signs of that weakness followed in quick suc- 
cession. Notwithstanding the large majority on the first 
day, it grew manifest that many independent country 
gentlemen — at their head Mr. Thomas Powys, then Mem- 
ber for Northamptonshire, and afterwards Lord Lilford — 

* See, besides the ParL Hist voL xxii. p. 735., the extracts &om 
Horaee Walpole's MS8., given by Lord John Hussell in his 
Memorials of Jox, vol. i. p. 369. 

VOL. VI r, K 
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were resolved to pursue no further the contest with the 
Colonies. Only a few days afterwards, when the Army 
Estimates were moved, Sir James iLowther, seconded by 
Mr, Powjs, interposed with a JBesolution that the war 
carried on in North America had been ineffectual. To 
guard against dangerous defection in his ranks, it be- 
came necessary for Lord North to explain those altered 
views at which the Lord Advocate had hinted. Ee was 
willing, he said, to declare his honest opinion that it 
would not be wise or right to go on with the American 
war as we had done, that is on a continental plan, by 
sending armies to march through the provinces from 
south to north. Even this acknowledgment — as a kind 
of signal or notice to our enemies — he would have with- 
held, had it not been declared already, in the clearest 
manner, by the moderation of the Estimates laid upon 
the Table. The Estimates showed that Government 
could have no intention to send out a fresh army for 
that of Lord Cornwallis. But did not gentlemen per- 
ceive the necessity there might be for retaining certain 
posts in America, for the convenience even of carrying 
on the war against France and Spain ? Must we not 
have ports and harbours there to give us an opportunity 
of acting on the seas ? And would gentlemen, by adopt- 
ing Sir James Lowther's Resolution, tie up the hands of 
Government both by sea and land ? 

Of the debate which ensued upon this important state- 
ment of the Ministerial policy, Horace Walpole gives 
the following account : — " The Lord Advocate pretended' 
" to understand Lord North as declaring against a land 
" war. Charles Fox pressed Lord North, over and over 
" again, to say if that was his meaning, but he would not 
" say a word more. "LorA G«orge Germaine talked of 
" the unanimity of Ministers, but no mortal believed 
" him, Burke made a wild passionate speech. He was 
" now grown so heated, and uttered such rhapsodies, 
" that he was generally very ill heard." It is remark- 
able, considering the extent of concession to which 
Lord North had gone, that Sir James Lowther's Re- 
solution was rejected but by a majority of forty-ona 

In another of these debates Sir George Savile indulged 
in a classical conceit, equal at least to Dr. Franklin's. 
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He eompared Ministers to the Spartan ■who, in a sea 
engagement, swam to a galley ajocl seized it with his 
right hand, which the people in the gaOey instantly cut 
off. He renewed the effort with his left hand, and that 
was cut off too. The sailors in the galley thea asked 
him if he meant to persevere; the Spartan answered 
" Not in the same way," and laid hold of the vessel with 
Ha teeth. Thus the G-overnment had lost two armies, 
or both their hands, in their strife j^ainst America, and 
yet they were def«rmiaed to go on and fasten upon it 
with their teeth. But they shonld remember that when 
the Spartan did so they struck off his head ! 

Besides these main debates, collateral points of attack 
were not neglected. Burke brought forward the case of 
the sufferers at St. Eustatia ; on which occasion, both 
the General and Admiral, Vaughan and Rodney, were 
present as members, to vindicate their share in these 
proceedings. Another motion referred to the imprison- 
ment of Mr. Laurens in the Tower. There had been 
some time in progress a negotiation for the exchange of 
that gentleman with General Eurgoyne, whom the 
Americans considered as a prisoner on parole. But, 
impatient of the delays that had occurred, Burke laid 
the whole matter before the House of Commons. He 
designed to have carried it further after the Recess, had 
not Irfird Noi-th, alive at last to the necessity of concilia- 
tion, ordered the release of Mr, Laurens, on bail, before 
the close of the month and year.* 

Beyond the walls of Parliament, also, animated by the 
disaster of CornwaUis, the opponents of Lord North were 
stirring. In a Common Hall of the City of London, 
there passed an Address to the King, entreating him to 
put an end to "this unnatural and unfortunate war." 
At a meeting of the West Lidia merchants, the same 
desire was expressed; since their total ruin, they 
declared, could not else be averted. At a meeting of the 
electors of Westminster, Fox delivered a fiery speech, 



ie several letlers upon this subject in Burke's Con'csponileii 
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and carried some strmgent Resolutions. Other such 
meetings, and with the like result, were held in South- 
■wark, and for the eountiea of Middlesex aJid Surrey. 
We do not find that the example spread any farther from 
London ; yet, no doubt, throughout the country by this 
time popular favour had wholly departed from the war 
against the Colonies. It was still, it seemed, to be 
carried on at a large cost, while even, by the avowal of 
Ministers themselves, there was to be no more vigour in 
its prosecution, nor hope in its result. 

There was another event which added, if to add were 
possible, to the heat of the Opposition at this juncture. 
Intelligence having been received of the equipment of a 
fleet at Brest to supply and reinforce the East and West 
India squadrons. Admiral Kempenfeldt was despatched 
to intercept it with twelve sail of the line. Kempenfeldt 
met the enemy some thirty leagues from Ushant, the 
convoy being, in some degree, scattered by a sform ; and 
he succeeded iu taking fifteen transports, conveying 
above a thousand soldiers and above five hundred seamen. 
Next^ he prepared to engage the ships of war, which he 
found forming in battle order, and commanded by the 
Comt« de Guichen ; but, contrary to his expectation, 
they amounted to nineteen sail of the line, besides two 
others, armed en elute. In the face of so superior a 
force, Kempenfeldt reluctantly forbore from an attack, 
and sailed back to England. His return, which took 
place just before the Christmas Eeoess, became a signal 
for the loudest clamours and most violent invectives 
ag^nst his chief, lH>rd Sandwich. When the Secretary 
of the Treasury in the House of Commons was moving 
the usual adjournment, "What! adjourn! ai^oiim!" 
said Eyng the member for Middlesex, "we ought to sit 
" through the holidays to inquire into this miscarriage." 
Not less decided were the sentiments of Savile. " The 
"quration of Kempenfeldt" — thus he writes to Lord 
Rockingham, " seems to lie in a mighty narrow compass. 
" When you sent out twelve ships, did you know they 
" had nineteen or not ? If you did not, culpable igno- 
" ranee; if you did, worse." Sir George adds, however: 
" I do not Bay that tliese two dilemmas ought to hang a 
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" man." IGnd and relenlJng reasoncr, not to push his 
point so far ! * 

Parliament met agMn in the latter part of January, 
During the Recess, the Ministers Latl, in some measure, 
matured their scheme of policy. They determined to 
proceed without Lord Greorge Germaine, whom they 
found as. keen as ever forthe subjugation of the Colonie^. 
Indeed he had taken occasion, not long since, in the 
House of Commons, to declare that be the consequences 
■what they might, he never would be the Minister to sign 
any treaty that gave independence to America.^ The 
King agreed to his resignation, provided it were digni- 
fied with a peor^e. "No one," wrote His Majesty, 
" can then say he is disgraced." As his successor was 
selected a worn-out veteran, Welbore Ellis — the "Manl- 
"kin," and the " Grildrig," of Junius, — a man who 
was ridiculed for his diminutive stature, not in bim 
redeemed by any loftiness of mind. 

Accordingly, soon after Parliament had reassembled, 
the Gazette announced the creation of Germaine as 
Viscount Sackville, and the appointment of Ellis as 
Secretary of State. Loud was the Opposition outcry 
against both. But though the choice of EUis might be 
laughed at or lamented, there was a more tangible 
objection to the peerage of Ijord GSeorge. Even upon 
the first reports of it, the Marquis of Carmarthen moved 
in the Peers, that to recommend to the Crown for such 
a dignity any person labouring under so heavy a sen- 
tence of a Court Martial was derogatory to the honour 
of the House of Lords. And when the new-made 
Viscount took his seat the same motion was renewed. 
Thus the old complfunt of his conduct at Minden was 
again ripped up ; thus bis first speech in that House was 
the attempt to clear himself from an opprobrious impu- 
tation. 

The tidings that came from time to time of the pro- 
gress of the war were by no means such as to raise the 
drooping spirits of the Ministry. In the West Indies, 

* Sir George Savile to Geoi^e Itockingham. (Memoirs, by Lord 
Albemarle, rol. ii p. 440.) 

I On Sir Jamcfl Lowther's motion. (Commons Debate, Decem- 
bec 13. 1781.) 
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even before the dose of tha preceding year, tlie Marquis 
de EomliS had surprised and retaken the island of St 
Eustatia, mainly through the negligence of the English 
commander, Colonel Coclcburn. Our other new con- 
quests of Dcraerara aaid Essequibo were in like manner 
wrested back from us. Next De Bouille turned his arma 
against our old and valuable possesion of St Kit's, 
■where he landed 8,000 men, protected by De Grasse's 
fleet. Basseterre, the capital of the island, was built of 
wood, and could make no defence on the land side, but 
the troops and Militia, headed by General Fraser and 
Gflvernor Shirley, took post on the rugged heights of 
Brimstone Hill. Sir Samuel Hood, also, who had 
followed the French Admiral in returning from tlje 
Chesapeak, interposed, by a bold manteuvre, between 
him and the French forces on shore, and most gallantly 
repulsed two separate attacks, by which De Grasse hoped 
to recover his lost anchorage ground. But Hood could 
only delay, he could not prevent, the surrender of the 
settlement; and the small islands of Nevis and Mont- 
serrat soon followed ; so that of the entire Leeward 
cluster Barbadoos and Antigua only remained in British 
hands. 

Only a few days, however, from the capitulation of 
St. Kit's, the British fleet vcas cheered by the return of 
Eodney. lie came out from England with recovered 
health, and most eager to engage. "I will bring you 
"back a present of De Grasse,"~ench were his words at 
parting to a private friend. He came out also with the 
fullest confidence of the administration. " The fate of 
" this empire is in your hands," wrote to him Lord Sand- 
wich, "and I have no reason to wish that it should be 
"in any other."* 

Another disappoiatment to the Eaglish Ministry, 
though rather at an earlier period, came from the Cape 
of Good Hope. Against the Dutch settlement in that 
quarter there had been despatched from England an 
expedition, under General Meadows and Commodore 
Johnstona The Dutch settlement was, however, secured 
by the timely arrival of the Bailli de Suffren with hia 

• Life of Lord Kodney, by Mnndj, voL ii. pp. 170—182. 
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fleet on Ms way to the East ladies; and tlie British 
offlcers were reduced to an atl»mpt upon some Dutoli 
merchant-sliips tli.t lay at anchor in SaHanha Bay, 
about fourteen leagues to the northward ot Cape lown. 
The enterprise was successful, and several prizes were 
made ; but they could afford no equivalent for the trua- 
tration of the design upon the Capa ... , ^ ,,. . 

But all other disappointments— since Lord UtmwaUis 8 
at least^were cast into the shade by the loss ot the 
island of Minorca. General Murray had continued to 
maintain St Philip's Castle with the greatest gallantry. 
Thus, on one occasion, by a sudden and weU-direotel 
sally, he bad surprised and chased the Duke de Cnllon 
from his head-quarters at Cape Mola. But besides the 
havoc of war, our soldiers were laid low by diseases— 
not putrid fevers only, but scurvy and dysentery had set 
in among them. It was found that their zeal often rose 
superior to their strength. We are told of several 
aildiers who died on guard-, their generous ardour to 
defend the place having made tbem hide the» sickness to 
the last, and kept them from the hospitals. In the 
beginning of February there remained less than 7UU nc 
tS duty" and even of these five-siiths were already 
tainted with the scurvy. The General having left 
nothmg that valour or skill could do untried, found it 
necessfry to capitulate on the 5th of the same inonth. 
The troops felt that sickness, and nothing but sickness, 
had subdued them, and were heard to exchnm with 
honourable indignation as they marched to lay down, 
their arms, that they surrendered them to God alone. 
They obtained not merely all the honours of war by the 
articles of capitulation, but moreover, as Murray grate- 
fuBy acknowledged, the most kind and considerate treat- 
ment fiiom the free will of their gallant enemy.' And 
thus was the best harbour of the Mediterranean lost to 

^°Memthile the campaign in the House of Commons 
was full as eagerly pursued. Before the close ot 

. G.1...J Mrrray'. a«p«oh otI,i. 16. 1182. Seeds. Ita Am. 
BiOSt. for tta. JSB, p. 816., mi Coa.'. Bovrboa Kms. ot Bpaia, 
vol. V. p. 105. 
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January, Fox, in a moat noWe speech, complained of the 
ill success of our naval forces, and ascribed it solely to 
Lord Sandwicli. Early next month he brought IJiese 
chaises to a vote, when the Government prevailed 
gainst him by a majority of only twenty-two. A 
fortnight afterwards Fox renewed the same motion in 
another form ; when in a fuller Honse, the" Ministerial 



majority dwi 
forward, 
member far 



indled to nineteen. But there i 
the priDcipal assailant of Lord North, a 
indeed below Fos in ability and eloquence, 



but as greatly his superior in age, in experience, in dis- 
interested views. This was General Conway, Much as 
he had failed as a leading Minister some years before, it 
was not forgotten that he had been the person to propose 
the repeal of the obnoxious Stamp Act ; and he enjoyed 
high respect on all sides as a gallant soldier, as a high- 
minded and accomplished genfleman.* On the 22nd of 
February, the next sitting of the House after the Navy 
debate, he moved an Address to the King entreating His 
Miyesty "that the war on the Continent of North 
"jSjnerica might no longer be pursued for the imprac- 
"ticable purpose of reducing the inhabitants of that 
" country to obedience" In reply, or rather explana- 
tion, the new Secretary of Stat^ Blr. Welbore Ellis, 
made a most ambiguous statement of his views, giving 
Burke some reason to exclaim that only the person and 
not the system had been changed ; and at last, with all 
the exertions of the Ministers, they only prevailed by a 
melancholy majority of one, the numbers being for the 
motion 193, and against it 194. 

No sooner were these numbers announced than Fox 
rose to taunt Lord North with delay in bringing forward 
his Budget for the year. Being answered that the bu- 
siness was fixed for the 25th, Colonel Barre next in- 
Teighed against the Minister for bringing it forward at 
all. An angry scene ensued. Barr4 besides calling 

* The politics of Conway, thougli s,t all times rather vague, are 
described at this time by his eloBe liiend Horace Walpole ; " He had 
" never engaged in anj concert or oouneels with Lord Eockingham, 
" and if he leaned to any (action by lies it ivas to the Duke of Graf- 
"ton, who chose him into Parliament, and who adhered lo Lord 
" Shelbiume." (Memorials of Tox, vol. L p. 449.) 
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Ixird North " the scourge of his country," applied to his 
conduct the epithets of "indecent and scandalous," and 
lord North retorted with "insolent and brutal." The 
Speaker interposed, and botli the Members begged 
pavdon. 

On the 25th, according to bis promise, Lord NortJi 
made his financial statement, and explained the terms on 
which a new loan of 13,500,O00f. had been contracted. 
Whatever the terms might be, there was no doubt as to 
their ill reception. Whatever the terms might be, Fox 
was sure to start up, as he did, with accusations of the 
Minister — that he had brought the country to the eve 
of bankruptcy — that he had made a corrupt bargain — 
that from the public revenue he reserved douceurs for 
contractors, placemen, and members of Parliament. 

On the 27th General Conway, encouraged by the 
nearly equal numbers on his first motion, brought forward 
a second to the same effect, but in another form — a 
Resolution against any further attempts to reduce the 
insurgent Colonies. On this occasion the Ministers did 
not venture upon open or direct resistance. Ijord North 
only pleaded for a short delay to convince the House 
that Ministers were sincere in their intention not to 
recruit the army in America ; and Waliaj^e, the Attorney- 
General, declared himself ready with a Bill enabling the 
Government to treat with the revolted Colonies on the 
basis of a truce. On these grounds Wallace moved that 
the debate should be adjourned. Nevertheless, so strong 
was now the tide setting in against the war in NorlJi 
America, that Conway's resolution vras carried against 
the whole force of Government by 234 against 215. 

The Resolution thus carried, being sent up to the 
Eng through an Address, received from His Majesty an 
assenting but a cold and guarded reply. Upon this. 
General Conway followed up his advantage by moving 
on the 4th of March a new Address to inform the So- 
vereign that the House would consider as enemies to the 
King and country aU those who should advise the further 
prosecution of offensive war in North America. Lord 
North declared the motion unnecessary, but did not 
venture to divide the House against it. Eigby, incited 
beyond all bounds at the thought of losing office after so 
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many years of happy tenure, attacked the Opposition 
with great waimth, but was sternly rebuked by Pitt, 
and told that the nation was weary of paying tim. 
" TJndoubtedly," thws answered the veteran jobber, " I 
" am not tired of receiving money ; but am I to be told 
" that because men receive the emoluments of office, they 
"are the authors of our ruin?" Finally, after long 
debate but no division, the new Address was passed. 

Not deterred by these heavy blows on the adminis- 
tration, the Attomey-Greneral rose next day to explain 
the details of his Bill for Peace. " The only proper 
" way," said Fox, " of treating such a proposition from 
" such a quarter would be to burst out a laughing, and 
" then walk out of the House ! " Fos then proceeded to 
inveigh against the Ministers in terms which, standing 
as they do on record, should certainly have had some 
influence, however slight^ on his own conduct next year. 
"" From the moment," he cried, " when I shall make any 
t«rms with one of them, I will rest satisfied to be called 
the most inifamous of mankind. I could not, for an 
instant^ think of a coalition with men who in every 
pubhc and private transaction, as Ministers had shown 
themselves void of every principle of honour and ho- 
nesty. In the hands of such men I would not trust my 
honour even for a minute!" Who could have ex- 
pected after such words as these to see, but 1:welve 
months later, Lord North side by side with Fox as 
Cabinet colleagues and familiar friends? 

Flushed wiUi their recent victory, the Opposition had 
determined to strike another and yet another blow until 
they finally prevailed. On the 8th of March, Lord John 
Cavendish brought forward a string of Eesolutions as- 
cribing all our losses to want of foresight and ability in 
Ministers. But he was disappointed in the issue, since 
he found a majority of ten against his motion. This 
debate, which tume<i in a great measure, on the expected 
change of Grovernment, is mainly remarkable for the de- 
claration which it drew from Pitt. " For myself," he 
said, "I cannot expect to take any share in a new admi- 
" nistcation ; and were my doing so more within my 
" reach, I never would accept a subordinate situation," 
So lofty an announcement from a stripling of twenty- 
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three — from a young lawyer just beginnitig to go the 
Western Circuit — might startle by its boldness, but was 
justified by his genius. 

On the 15th tho attack oa the administration ivas 
renewed by Sir John Rous, one of the members for 
Suffolk, a Tory on priDciple, a? he avowed, and up to 
this time a firm supporter of Lord North. It was there- 
fore with the greater weight that this independent 
country gentleman now came forward with a direct vote 
of No Confidenoa In the debate which followed, great 
merriment was caused by one Member's — Sir James 
Marriott's — pedantic folly. Desiring to afford a tech- 
nical proof of the justice of the war, he observed that, 
even if Eepreaentation were held necessary to give the 
right of Taxation, America was already represented in 
the British Parliament. " She is represented," said Sir 
James, " by the Members for the- county of Kent, since 
" in the Charters of the Thirteen Provinces they are 
" declared to be part and parcel of the Manor of Green- 
" wich." Yet, though Sir James Marriott was the 
Parliamentary assertor of this singular argument, the 
honour of its original invention seems rather to belong 
to Mr. George Hardinge.* Well might Lord North 
have exclaimed on this occasion : " Save me,' oh ! save 
" me from my friends ! " 

The division upon Sir John Eoub's motion left the 
Ministers with a bare majority of nine. Nor had thdr 
majority only diminished in amount, it had changed in 
quality ; it had ce^ed to be any token of public feeling 
in their favour. Their numbers were now, in great 
measure, derived from merely Nomination seats. Take, 
for example, the very strong-hold of the smaller boroughs 
in that age. The two members for the county of Corn- 
wall voted against Lord North, but of its borough re- 
presentatives who took part in this division, there were 
eight opponents, and no less than thirty supporters of 
the Grovernment. 

While the minority on Sir John Eous's Resolution 
were still waiting in the lobby, Fox announced to them 
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that, if unsuecessfiil then, a new motion to the same 
effect would lie made on the Wednesday following, the 
20th of the month. Lord Surrey was the orator in- 
tended. But for some time past it had been manifest — 
and to none more clearly than to Lord Horth — that 
although the downfall of the Ministry might be a little 
delayed, or a little quickened, it could not, at that junc- 
ture, be aTerted. With honest zeal he had been striving 
to reconcile the King's mind to this unavoidable necessity. 
On the lOfh, at last, His Majesty agreed that the Chan- 
cellor should see Lord Rockingham, and learn from him 
on what terms he might be willing to construct another 
Ministry. Lord Eockingham'a demands were found to 
be, that a Ministry should be formed on the basis of 
peace and economy, and that three Bills, namely, Sir 
Philip Gierke's on Contractors, Mr. Burke's on Econo- 
mical Reform, and Mr, Crewe's on Revenue Officers — 
should be made G^Dve^nment measures. To the basis 
Thurlow offered no objection, but he would by no means 
consent to the three Bills. At last, in a final conference 
with Rockingham, the Chancellor broke off in much 
wrath, declaring (and with many aji oatli, no doubt) 
that he would have no further conunAinication wiih a 
man who thought the exclusion of a contractor from 
Parliament, and the disfranchisement of an exciseman, of 
more importance than the salvation of the country at 
this crisis. " Lord Rockingham," added he, " is bringing 
" things to a pass where either his head or the King's 
" must go, in order to settle which of them is to govern 
" the country 1 " * 

Scarcely less ardent were, at one time, the feelings of 
the Sovereign himself. He contemplated, with the 
utmost aversion, his return to the oligarchy of the great 
Whig Houses. He had even some design of taking hia 
departure for Hanover if the terms required of him 
should be altogether irreconcileable with his sense of 
right. Such a design had once before arisen in his 
mind in the midst of the Gordon riots. We now find a 
mysterious hint of it in his letters to Lord North ; and 
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it is certain, -writes Horace Walpole, that for a fortnight 
together the Eflyal yacht was expediting and preparing 
for his voyage. What further steps His Majesty may 
have had in view, — whether his secession was to be 
permanent or temporary, — whether he meant to leave 
the Queen as Regent or to Uke her and the Princes 
with him, — can at present only be surmised. * 

It appears, however, that by degrees, the King hecame 
more reconciled to the present, or njore hopeful of the 
future. Lord Worth being with him on the afternoon of 
the 20th, His Majesty acknowledged that, considei-ing 
the temper of the Commons, he thought the administra- 
tion at an end. " Then, Sir," said Lord North, " had I 
" not better state the fact at once ? " — " Well, yo a may 
" do so," replied tlie King. Eager to make nse of this 
permission. Lord North hastened down to the House of 
Commons in Court dress. He rose to speak at the same 
moment with Lord Surrey, and neither wonld give way. 
Loud were the shouts and cries in that thronged House ; 
the one party calling for Lord Surrey, and the other for 
Lord Worth. At length, to restore some order. Fox 
moved " That the Earl of Surrey do first speak." But 
immediately Lord North, with presence of mind mixed 
with pleasantry, started up again. "I rise," he said, 
'' to apeak to that motion ;" and, as his reason for oppos- 
ing it, stated that he had resigned, and that the Ministry 
was no more. Next, in some farewell sentences, he pro- 
ceeded, with excellent taste and temper, to thank tha 
House for their kindness and indulgence, and he would 
add, forbearance, during so many years. And finally, 
to leave lime for his successors, he proposed and carried 
an adjournment of some days. 

There was on this occasion another slight but cha- 
racteristic incident which more than one eye-witness has 
recorded. It was a cold wintry evening, with a fall 
of snow. The other Members, in expectation of a long 

• Noles by Horace Walpole, March 18. 17S2. According io 
Henry Kehflrd Lord Holland, who transcribed tliis passage for the 
SoK Memorials : " Kmg Geoi^ t3ie Fooi'th told me ft story of his 
"father's plan of retiring to Hanover, and described with more 
" hnmour tlian filial reverence bis arrajigement of the details, and 
" especially of the liveries and dresses." 
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debate, Lad dismissed their carriages. Lord North, on 
the contrary, had kept his waiting. He put into it one 
or two of his friends, whom he invited to go home with 
hijn ; and then, turning to the crowd chiefly composed of 
his bitter enemies, as they stood shivering and clustering 
near the door, he said to them with a pla«id smile — 
"Yon see, gentlemen, the adyantage of being in the 
"secret. &Dod night," — "No man," says Mr. Adam 
of his speech and whole conduct that evening, "ever 
" showed more calmness, cheerfulness, and serenity. The 
"temper of his whole family was the same. I dined 
" with them that day, and was witness to it" 

Thus ended Lord North's administration of twelve 
years. It is certMoly strauge, on contemplating these 
twelve years, to find so many harsh and rigorous mea- 
sures proceed from the most gentle and good-humoured 
of Prime Ministers, Happy had but greater firmness in 
maintaining his own opinions been joined to so much 
ability in defending opinions even when not his own I 

Even as to the disasters and miscarriages, however, 
which could not be denied in this administi-ation, the 
friends of Lord North contended that, in truth, he was 
not answerable for them. The points in hia favour were 
argued with great spirit only a few days before his fall, 
by Mr. George Onslow, in the House of Commons. Why, 
said Mr. Onslow, have we in this wai' against America 
such iU success ? Mainly, he continued, from the support 
and countenance given in that House to American re- 
bellion. The army of Washington had been called by 
Opposition "our army;" the cause of the Americans 
had been cfdled "the cause of Liberty;" and one gentle- 
man (this was Burke), while lavishing his praises on 
Dr. Franklin and Mr. Laurens, had declared tliat he 
would prefer a prison in company with them to freedom 
in company wiUi those who were supporting the cause of 
England. But this vindication, though spirited, nay, 
though true, is faulty, because, Wiough true, it is not the 
whole truth, — because it overlooks what no statesman 
should, the certainty tliat when free principles are at 
stake dissensions wifl always arise in a free country. 

On viewing the two principal parties then in conflict^ 
I/ord North's and Lord Eockingbam's, — we can scarcely 
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call either generous and large-minded, on every point, 
and ao far as regards both men and measures. Lord 
North's pa.rtjr had some narrow views of national policy, 
but it freely welcomed to its high places high ability, 
however unconnected. Lord EockiBgham's, on the con- 
trary, was more liberal in its political opinions, but as to 
men of genius, if low-bom, it would receive them only 
as its servants and retainers ; it almost avowedly re- 
garded power as an heir-loom in certain houses.* 

Lord Eockingham's personal deficiencies must also at 
such a crisis be lamented. His higb charaoter, distin- 
guished by honour and integrity, was not free from the 
aDoy of vehement party-spirit^ and was not supported by 
even the semblance of ability. How far the best judges 
deemed him. fitted for official labour may be seen from 
this one fact, that I/ord Chatham, if called upon to form 
an administi-ation in 1778, had designed to propose to 
him the post of Chamberlain.'j" Lord Eockingham's own 
description of himself is scarcely more encouraging. 
Thus in 1766, did he write to a friend: — "The continual 
" hurry from the late occasion occupies my mind so much 
" that I can hardly remember anything." J This was in 
his first administration, when bis mind was at its best 5 
but in his second, though but fifty-two years of age, 
his health and strength were even at the outset much 
impaired. 

It was not, however, to Lord Eockingham that the 
King in the first instance applied. On the day after 
Lord north's public resignation, His Majesty sent for 
Lord Shelburne and. offered him the lead of the new 
Ministry. Lord Shelburne, who was bound by his en- 
gagements to Wentworth House, honourably refused the 



* It ia remsrkable how far in the oid Whig party siieli excliraye- 
ness had become an aitide of tiutli. Thus ivrites Thomas Mbore, as 
the resnlE of some priTUte lectni'es which he had heard ; " A few 
'Wliig familieB are onr only eecnrity fov tlie Constitution. The 
"Dnke of Devonshire, &o." (Disij, May 30. 1819, voL ii. p. 
316. ed. 1863.) 

f Botes by Mr. Eden, it. Maich, 1778, as pnblished in the Memo- 
riaisofFox, voLLp, 183. 

t Letter to Chavies Toi-ke, Jan. 11. 1766, printed in Iho Menioiw 
by Lord Albemarle, vol. i. p. 267. 
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tempting prize. Thereupon, after one more as ineffectual 
offer to Lord Gower, the Premierahip reverted to Lord 
Eockingham, although to spare the King's feelings the 
earlier communications still passed through ILord Sliel- 
bume's hands. But this course, though it might be 
useful as regards the Eoyal sensibilities, had, on the 
other hand, iie iU effect of arousing or confirming Eoclt- 
ingham's jealousy towards hig coai^utor. Thus, when 
Shelbume had obtained from the King a peerage for 
Mr. Dunning, Eockiugham. felt it incumbent upon him 
as a counterpoise to insist upon the same favour for 
Sir Fletcher Norton. In this manner did Dunning be- 
come Lord Ashburton, and Norton, Lord Grantley. 

Within a week the new Cabinet was formed. Rock- 
ingham became First Lord of the Treasury, with Lord 
John Cavendish as Chancellor of the Exchequer; Admiral 
Keppel, now raised to the raak of Viscount, First Lord 
of the Admiralty ; the Duke of Eichmond, Master 
General of the Ordnance ; and Mr. Fox, Secretary of 
State. These five— -all of most unexceptionable pedi- 
grees — were strictly of the Eockingham section ; but 
the five next members of the Cabinet had been followers 
of Chatham. These were Lord Shelbume as the other 
Secretary of State, the third or American Secretaryship 
being now abolisbed; Lord Camden, President of the 
Council ; the Duke of Grafton, Privy Seal ; General 
Conway, Commander in Chief ; and Lord Ashburton, 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. Thus then the 
Cabinet consisted of five Bockinghams and five Shel- 
bumes, whUe, as if to hold the balance between these 
equal numbers, there was a high Tory Chancellor, Lord 
Thurlow, retaining the Great Seal ! 

A general and a just surprise was caused by this last 
arrangement. No doubt it gratified the King, but such 
was not probably Rockingham's chief motive in making 
it, since his Majesty's pleasure was by no means much 
consulted in the other offices. So Rir indeed was the 
contrary notorious, that Lord North made it the subject 
of one o£ his good-humoured jests. " I was abused," he 
said, " for lying Gazettes, but there are more lies in this 
" one than in all mine. ' Yesterday His Majesty was 
" ' PLEASED to appoint the Marquis of Koekingham, Mr, 
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" ' CharleB Fox, smd the Duke of Richmond.' " * Wo 
may rather therefore ascribe the continuance of Thurlow 
to the jealousy of the two sections in the Cahinet, lest 
either Dunning from the one side or Norton from the 
other should obtain the great law-prize. It had already 
been declined by Camden in consideration of his own 
advancing years. 

Burke^ as has been seen, was not admitted to the 
Cabinet. In a letter hitherto unpublished, he refers 
to his position at this time in a tone of great mortifi- 
cation, but with a kind of proud humility : " Tou have 
" been misinformed. I make no part of the Ministerial 
" arrangement. Something in the official line may pos- 
" sibly be thought fit for my measure." f Burke became 
Paymaster of the Forces, and was further gratified by a 
small appointment to his son. Barr^ was Treasurer of 
the Navy, Thomas Townshend Secretary at War, and 
Sheridan Under Secretary of State. Kenyonwas Attor- 
ney, and John Lee Sohcitor General. Henry Dundas 
contittued in of&ce as Lord Advocate. More than one of 
the smaller posts was tendered to the choice of Pitt, 
especially that of Vice -Treasurer of Ireland, which it was 
thought would be the more acceptable to him as it had 
been formerly held by his father.f Tet it is hai'd to be- 
lieve such offers real and sincere, since scarcely three 
weeks before, Pitt had publicly declared in the House of 
Commons that he would never accept a subordinato place 
in any new administration. 

No sooner were tlie new Ministers appointed, than 
important and difficult questions pressed upon them for 
decision. Of thes« none was more important and more 
difficult, or, as it proved, more pressing in point of time, 
than that of Ireland. But here some account, which I 
have purposely reserved till now, of the transactions in 
that kingdom during the few last years will be required. 

The demands of Ireland were caused, or at least has- 
tened, by the ofiers to America. When in the spring of 

• Memoirs by Lord Albemarle, toL ii p. 467. 

t Original MS. in my poasession, dated March 25. 1782. Ho is 
writing to an applicant for place, but tbe name does not appear. 

I Tills o&er is stated, probably jrom Mr. FiU'e own information, in 
his Life by Bishop Tomline, vol L p. 66. ed. 1821. 
VOL. vn. L 
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1778, Lord North had proposed smd carried through his 
Conciliatory Propositions to Congress, it was not long 
ere he received a despatch upon the subject from John 
Hobart, Earl of Buckinghamdiire, at that time Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. " I have heen pressed," said his Excel- 
lency, " by many of His Majesty's principal servants and 
" oliier gentlemen, who have uniformly and steadily snp- 
" ported His Majesty's measures in Parliament, to lay 
" before your Lordship their humble hope and their 
" earnest request that whatever privileges or advantages 
" in trade shall be granted to the Colonies, if the Con- 
" ciUatory plan shall take effect, may be extended to Ire- 
" land, and that the Colonies may not in any respect be 
" put upon a better footmg than Ixeland," * This request 
was too obviously reasonable and too strongly backed to 
foe resisted by the Government. Propositions were ac- 
cordingly laid before the British House of Commons for 
the relief, and, as it were, enfranchisement, of the Irish 
trade. With the noblest public spirit Burke gave his 
zealous support to these proposals, though directly against 
the wishes and instructions of his constituents, at BristoL 
But here again Lord North's want of energy and of fixed 
purpose wrought evil. He gave way far too readily to 
the opposition which these proposals provoked in Parlia- 
ment, and to the numerous petitions against them which 
came in from divers parts of England. In the result, 
therefore, most of the advantages designed for Ireland 
came to be relinquished ; only some rehef being given to 
the linen trade, and some openings allowed in the African 
and West Indian commerce. 

Meanwhile, there was carried through the Irish Houses 
a Bill for the relief of the Roman Catholics, similar to the 
Act upon the same subject which passed in England that 
year. There was also carried in Ireland a Bill for the 
national defence, by the establishment of & Militia in that 
kingdom. The Parliament and people seemed for the 
time contented. But next year, when it plainly appeared 
how small were the commercial concessions made in 
England, and that no more were intended, the murmurs 
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of the Irish rose. The merchants of Dablin, meeting iu 
the Tliolsel, expressed their resentment at the " unjust, 
" iUiberal, andimpolitic opposition of many self-intereated 
" people in Great Britain." Hence they bound them- 
selves, until a better policy should prevail, neither di- 
rectly nor indirectly to import or use any British goods 
which could be produced or manufactured in Ireland. In 
this Non-Importation agreement they were following the 
significant example of America ; and they were followed 
in their turn by several counties and towns in Ireland, as 
Cork, Kilkenny, and Roscommon. 

It must be acknowledged of the Irish people at that 
juncture, that their distresses were most real, and their 
complaints well founded. Besides the customary re- 
straints upon their commerce, an embargo had been in 
force ever since 1776. Thus their great staple commo- 
dities of beef and butter were shut up and perishing in 
their warehouses, lest they should serve to supply the 
enemy ; while at the same time, the linen, their great 
and only free manufacture, was contracted under the 
fatal blight of the Worth American war. * Other causes 
of distress, though kept out of view by the Irish land- 
lords, are recorded on at least as good authority. Thus 
writes the Lord Lieutenant : " The great leading mischief 
" is the rise of rents, the whole of which advance is in 
" addition to the former remittance drawn from hence by 
" those persons of property who never reside here."f 

Another train of events at the same juncture brought 
the patriots a large aecession of strength in urging their 
demands. By the calls of the American war the country 
had been stripped of troops. From the want of com- 
pulsory clauses, the Militia Act had remained a dead 
letter. Thus, when a IVenoh invasion seemed to be 
impending, the kingdom was found almost entirely de- 
fenceless. When there came intelligence, official, though 
nnfoonded, that the enemy meditated an attaek upon the 
north, — when, in consequence the people of Belfast and 
Carrickfergus asked of the Government to send some 
force for their protection, — the Government at Dublin 

* Ann. Be^t 1779, p. 123. See also Hardj'a Life of Lord 
Charlemont^ vol. i. p. 387. 

t To Lord Weymouth, Mny 29. 1779, 
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could not at tlie time spare them any greater force than 
sixty troopers,* It was natural then that the people of 
Belfast and Carrickfergus, loyal as they were, should 
endeavour to protect themselves. They took up arms, 
and formed themselves into two or three companies. The 
spirit spread ; and thus by degrees through all parts of 
teland, but more especially in Ulster, there arose inde- 
pendent companies of Volunteers. Li May, 1779, they 
were already computed at upwards of ten thousand in 
number. I Many of the chief men in the country ap- 
peared at their head, as the Earl of Clanricarde in Con- 
naught, and the Earl of Charlemont in "Ulster. They 
chose their own officers, and though claiming arms, as 
Militia, from the Government stores, were in no degree 
subject to the Government control. 

These irregular proceedings caused great perplexity in 
England. To defend the country from invasion was, of 
course, not only excusable but praiseworthy, but, on 
the other hand, it was clearly both unconstitutional and 
dangerous to meet in arms without any direction from 
the Crown. On the whole, then, as soon aa the imme- 
diate alarm of an invasion passed away, the Secretary of 
State, writing of the Volunteer Companies, instructed 
the Lord Lieutenant, " that they be discounted by all 
" proper and gentle means."J But this order, so far at 
least as regarded success in its result, was far more easy 
to give than to obey. All the little delicate means of 
hinting and implying, without in set terms expressing, 
disapprobation, fell unheeded on dull and reluctant ears, 
and the Volunteers continued to grow both in numbers 
and in fame. Before tlie end of 1779, they might boast 
that they were not far short of 50,000 strong. 

Under such circumstances did the Irish Parliament 
meet again in October, 1779. The prospects of "the 
" Castle" were dark and louring; those of the Oppo- 
sition never yet so bright. They had now something 
better than party spirit to support them. They had a 
pressing grievance, they had a popular cause. They 

* TheLordLieutenant to Lord Weymouth, May 24. 17J9. 
t See Lovd Eociiiigham's Epeech ia the House of Lords. (Pari. 
Hist. vol. XX. p. S46.) 

t Lord Weymouth to Lord. Buckinghamshire, June 7. 1779. 
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wanted but an able leader ; and such a one they found 
in Mr. Grattau. 

Henry Grrattaa was born in 1746. Hia fatter waa a 
lawyer of some note ; during many years both Recorder 
of, aad Member for, the city of Ihiblin. Young Grattan 
being designed ibr the same profession, was entered at 
the Temple, Looking back in later life to his residence 
in Xondon, he reverts with especial pleasure to the op- 
portunitiea which he enjoyed of hearing Chatham in the 
House of Lords. He has left a vivid description of that 
great orator, and there is one of hia remarks, written 
long after the event, which, considering his own control 
of popular assembliea, and his own influence on popular 
opinion, seems deserving of peculiar weight. " If he 
"(Lord Chatham) had come into power in 1777, I think 
" he could have kept America. To him it was possible ; 
" to Lord North it certainly waa not."* 

From an early age did Grattan apply himself to the 
practice of oratory. But so singular even then were his 
manners, that hia landlady in England requested of his 
friends that he might be taken away. For the gentle- 
man, she said, is used to walk up and down the garden 
moat of the nighty talking to himself; and though alone, 
he is addressing some one on all occasions by the name 
of " Mr. Speaker ; " so that he cannot possibly fee in his 
right mind I 

On returning to Dublin, Mr, Grattan began to practice as 

abaTrister,butmetwithno great success. Success, indeed, 

by his own account, he seems to have neither desired nor 

deserved. Here are his own words to a friend : " I am 

now called to the Ear without knowledge or ambition 

in my profession. The Four Courts are of all places 

the most disagreeable. My purpose is undetermined, 

— my pasaion is retreat. I am resolved to gratify it at 

any expense. There is certainly repose, and may be 

an elegance in insignificance." t 

In 1775 Grattan entered the Irish House of Commons, 
as Member for the borough of Charlemont, and through 

* Life of Heray Grattan, hy hia Son, vol. i. p. 237. 

f Letter to Mr. Broome, Feb. 24. 1772, aspublisliedin Grattan's 
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the friendship of the Earl of that name. At flrat he was 
not much distinguished. But the opportunity was coming 
which would give his genius fall play, and entitle his 
name for ever to the reverent recollection of his country- 
men. Hia eloquence may be compared to that of the 
great orator whom he had so often heard and so much 
admired — Lord Chatham. On one point indeed they 
were most unlike. So skilled was Chatham in all the 
graces of action and address, that those very graces hare 
sometimes been urged against him in reproach. The 
exact reverse was the case with Mr. Grattam. Thus 
speaks of him caie of his contemporaries in his latter days j 
— " Grattan," says Lord Byron, " would have been near 
" it (a great orator) but for Lis Harlequin delivery. .... 
" Curran used to take him off, bowing to the very ground, 
" and thanking God he had no peculiarities of manner 
" or appearajice, in a way irresistibly ludicrous."* But, 
on the other hand, his eloquence had many of those 
lightning flashes, those vehement and empassioned bursts, 
in which Chatham shone. Like Chatham he was wont 
to dwell on great principles far rather than on subordi- 
nate details. Like Chatham he had a spirit alive to every 
call of freedom, and chafing, as though instinctively, at 
every form of opprcBsion or of wrong. There was in 
him, as in the English statesman, a genuine force and 
fervour, which, as a rushing torrent, worked out its own 
way, and which sometimes with the common herd might 
bear the name of madness. Whenever in debate the oc- 
casion was greatest, then were Chatham aod Grattan 
greatest, too ; then, fearless of the frowns of power, they 
knew how to embody their bold thoughts in some strik- 
ing phrase which, as a watchword, flew from mouth to 
mouth ; then did their whole age feel the impress of their 
resolute will and glowing words. 

Grattan was an Irishman most truly and thoroufjhly ; 
an Irishman in hearty in soul, in mind. With sjl the 
quick talents of his countrymen, he had also some of their 
defects. It is remarkable that in the published collection 
of his speeches the very first sentence of the very first 
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harangue contains a close approach, at least to what wo 
are accustomed to call an ikishbull. " I have entreated 
" your attendance," saj8 he, " that you might in the most 
" public manner deny the claim of the British Parlia- 
" ment, and with one voice Kft up you hands against 
" it ! " * There may also be ascribed to him some of 
that stmning at effect — that unwiliingnesa to say 
a plain thing in simple terms — that vehement exag- 
geration both in sentiment and style — by which the 
genius of his countrymen is but too often dimmed 
and marred. Take as ono instance, out of many, 
Grattan'a words oa the French advance upon Mos- 
cow : " Ambition is omnivorous ; it feasts on famine, 
" and sheds tons of blood that it may starve on ice, 
"in order to commit a robbery on desolation."f Thus 
his eloquence had, perhaps, something of a local tinge, 
and though thriving and luxuriant in its own land, did 
not, at least in middle life, bear transplantation to our 
English soil. His temper, though warm, was generous 
and manly; he loved, with all his hear^ the whole of 
Ireland, and not merely one of its parties and one of its 
creeds. To him at least could novor be ascribed the 
fault with which so many of his countrymen are chained ; 
that even within the ranks of the same party they are 
prone to backbite and revile each other, " I never 
" knew," thus on one occasion spoke King Gteorge the 
Third to an eminent statesman now alive, " I never knew 
" one Scotchman speak ill of another, unless ho had a 
" reason for it ; but I never knew one Irishman speak 
" well of another unless he had a reason for it." 

The first steps of Grattan's political career were pro- 
bably much aided by his connection with a man so highly 
respected as Lord Charlemont. At the meeting of the 
Irish Houses in October, 1779, he had ready an Amend- 
ment to the Address, claiming " Free Export and Im- 
" port" as the birthright of an Irishman. But he con- 
sented to alter these expressions, after a speech from 
Henry Flood — already one of the leading Members of 
the Commons, and in after years most conspicuous ba his 
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rival and opponent. He saw, aa Mr. Flood suggested, 
that some dearer and shorter words might more power- 
fully stir the public mind. Therefore, instead of unre- 
stricted Export and Import, he put forth a phrase of 
which in our own time we have once more felt the force 
and power — "Free Trade." Against the Address, aa 
thus ameaded, the G-overnment did not Tenture to divide. 
It was carried up to the Lord Lieutenant in state by all 
the Members. The streets were lined by the Volunteers 
in full array j they had the Premier Peer of Ireland, the 
Duke of Leinster, at their head; and amidst loud accla- 
mations from the people, presented arms to the Speaker 
as he passed along. 

Flushed with thiS success, and finding the King's 
answer when sent, over couched only in vague and 
general terms, Grrattan moved and carried, by a large 
majority, a Resolution : " That at this time it would 
" be inexpedient to grant new taxes." Next, in like 
manner, he carried through a vote giving the Sup- 

flies not, as usual, for two years, but for six months only, 
t is a strong proof of the growing popular enthusiasm, 
that Grrattan found supporters at this time even in the 
ranks of tlie administration. Both Mr. Flood, though 
Vice-Treasurer, and Mr. Burgh, thongh Prime vSergeant, 
had spoken in support of his amendment. Mr. Burgh 
proceeded to a further and far more vehement speech, 
though well aware that he should lose his oifice by it, 
" Talk not to me of peace," he cried. " Ireland is not in 
" a state of peace ; it is smothered war. England has 
" sown her laws like dragons' teeth, and they have sprung 
" up in armed men ! " 

By the lower orders the same spirit was shown. But 
far less laudably. Some four or five thousand of the 
Dublin populace rose in riot during the last of these 
debates, armed with pistols and swords, and calling out 
for a Free Trade and a Short Money Bill. They stopped 
the Speaker, Mr. Pery, in his coach, and endeavoured to 
administer an oath to him that he would vote as they 
desired. Several other Members were in like manner 
insulted and mal-treated. Scott, the Attorney-General, 
was, however, the principal object of their fury : they 
broke open and sacked his house, and not finding him at 
home, rushed to the Law Courts in search of him. 



_,ooglc 



1782. LORD KOSTU'S CONCILIATORY BILLS. 153 

resolving, as they said, to have his life if they coidd. 
The Volunteers are accused of showing no great alacrity 
to repress these outrages ; and when the Attorney- 
General went down to tho House of Commons, and 
complained of the conduct of the people, he found his 
complaint but coldly received. Mr. Yelverton, in reply, 
called him " the uniform drudge of every administration," 
as though that had been a sufficient reason for tearing 
him to pieces!* 

The grievances of Ireland at that time, and for a long 
time afterwards, were the fault of her laws far more 
than of her government. Tot the English Opposition — 
always excepting Burke and some besides — would view 
them only as affording grounds of crimination on the 
latter. Before the year 1779 had closed, votes of censure 
on the Ministers as regarded the state of Ireland were 
moved by Lord Shelburne in the Peers and by Lord 
Upper Ossory in the Commons. Lord North prevailed 
in both by large majorities. He promptly showed, how- 
ever, that the warning example of America had not been 
lost upon him. He fixed a day to consider the relief of 
the Irish people, when he introduced, by a most able 
and statesmanlike speech, three comprehensive propor- 
tions to concede their recent claims and establish their 
commercial equality. The EiUs of liOrd North to that 
effect were carried through at the beginning of 1780, 
with scarce a breath of dissent, unless from Lord George 
Gordon, and a few more of the same kind — men despised 
within the House, and important only as refiecting some 
popular prejudices out of doors. 

Such wise concessions — and wiser still had they been 
e U — w ' I a. became them by many of the 

1 adi g m n h I h P am nt, with expressions of 
th d f h E h I/e stature, and of their 

1 ya ty and a m n 
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ace It nhdbgn nthe public mind upon 

* Life of Grattan, bj Ms Son, vol. i. p. 401. It ia fair to oljseirc 
however, that this pErsoaal idtei'cation w^ begun by Scott who iu\A 
called Yelverton " the Seneschal of Sedition." 
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another and akin dred question — the legislative supremacy 
of England. That supremacy depended mainly on two 
statutes. First, there was the Act passed by a Parlia- 
ment at Drogheda, in the reign of Henry the Seventii, 
and called "Pojnings's Law," from the name of the 
Deputy, Sir Edward Poynings, Secondly and chiefly, 
there was an Act of the British Parli;onent iu the sixth 
year of George the First. By Pojnings's Law all Bills 
before the Irish Parliament, except only Money Bills, 
were transmitted to the Privy Council of England, by 
which they could be either altered or suppressed. By 
the Act of Gieorge the First — a short Act of but two 
clauses, provoked by some judicial pretensions of the Irish 
House of Lords — there was asserted in the strongest 
terms the right of the King, aided by the Lords and 
Commons of Great Britain, to legislate for Ireland. It 
was natural for ardent minds, like Mr, Grattan's, to scorn 
the subordination and dependence which that state of 
things implied. It was natural, also, that they should 
overlook Ihe manifold perplexities that might flow from 
entire equality. For supposing one Parliament supreme 
at Dublin, while another Pai liament was supreme for the 
sister island, what possible security could be framed that, 
for example, the one Parliament might not vote for peace, 
while the other was voting for war ? Thus the Sovereign, 
as King of Great Britain, might be waging the fiercest 
hostilities against France, and yet at the same time, as 
King of Ireland, might be required to cultivate the most 
friendly connection with that Power. 

I>isregarding these contingent dangers, and full of 
fervour for his native country, Grattan was resolved to 
bring forward the question of her rights. It might be 
deemed perhaps imprudent, and certainly ungracious, to 
urge this new demand so immediately after the concession 
of the last. Even his friend, Lord Charlemont, here 
thought him rash and headlong. Even Burke, staunch 
as he was ever to Ireland, through good report and ill 
report, wrote at this time a private letter to Dublin 
which contained these words: "Will no one stop that 
" madman Grattan ? " Still Grattan persevered. On the 
19th of April, 1780, he submitted te the House of Com- 
mons a motion claiming for Ireland perfect legislative 
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equality ■with England. Hia speecii on that c 
according to his own judgment in his later years, was the 
best that he ever made. It did not, indeed, prevnii at 
the time, but certaialy it laid the foundation of subse- 
quent success. 

Other differences with England tended more and more 
to draw the popular support to Grattan's views. There 
was a commercial wrangle on the Sugar Duties. There 
was a Constitutional grievanee on the Mutiny Bill. It 
being found that the Irish magistrates were no longer 
willing to enforce the British Mutiny Act, it became 
necessary to pass another in the Irish Parliament^ but 
this was altered by the Privy Council, and its term from 
limited was made perpetual. The Irish Volunteers, also, 
by degrees assumed a higher tone. No longer content 
■with separate commanders, thoy combined in 1781 to 
elect as their General-in-Chief Lord Charlemont, a man 
deservedly esteemed on all sides, but far more accom- 
plished than able, and better fitted to adorn than to lead 
a party. These signs of the times were not lost upon 
the Government. Instead of the Earl of Buckingham- 
shire, they sent over the Earl of Carlisle, and provided 
the new Lord Lieutenant with a moat able Secretary in 
Mr. Eden. But the current of popular opinion in Ireland 
■was rising too high, perhaps, for any man, or body of 
men, to stem. 

Still further stimulated by the tottering state of the 
Ministry in England, there met at Dungannon 242 dele- 
gates, representing upwards of 140 bodies of Volunteers, 
They held their meeting in the church, and deliberated 
from noon till eight o'clock in the evening of the 15th of 
February, 1782. Finally, and without one dissentient, 
they adopted, among others, the folloiving Resolution, 
which Grattan had prepared : " That a claim of any 
" body of men other than the King, Lords, and Comjnona 
" of Ireland, to bind this kingdom, is unconstitutional, 
" illegal, and a grievanca" On the 22nd, a motion to 
the same effect was made by Mr. Grattan in the Irish 
House of Commons. It was eluded by the still of the 
Attorney-General, who asked for further time, but it 
was virtually carried since it dared not be openly resisted, 

Two other circumstances at the same period added 
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greatly to the strength of Grattan. First there was the 
Government's " unpardonable inattention," as, writing in 
confidence, Mr. Charles Sheridan most truly terms if, in 
including, or suffering to be included, the name of Ireland 
in no less than five British Statute passed in the pre- 
ceding Seaaion. "People here," — thus continues Sheridan 
— "were ignorant of thia till Grattan produced the five 
" Acta to file House of Commons ; one of which Edea 
" had been so imprudent as to pnbliah in the Dublin 
" Gazette. Previous to this, the general senBC of the 
" country was that the mere question of right should be 
" suffered to sleep, provided the exercise of the power 
" claimed under it should never again be resorted to in a 
" single instance."* 

Another circumstance that gave fuel to Grattan'a fire 
was the co-operation of the Koman Catholics. A Bill 
for their further relief, introduced by Mr. Gardiner, was 
at this time pending, and waa finally passed. Some 
of Grattaa's principal coadjutors at that crisis — aa Lord 
Charlemont and Mr. Flood — were not favourable to these 
claims. It was in spite of theae gentlemen, or rather 
without their knowledge, that Grattan at the last moment 
sent down to the Del^ates at Dungannon another Re- 
solution which, on his authority, they passed, declaring 
that they rejoiced in. the relaxation of the Penal Lawa 
against their fellow subjects. And on the 20th of 
February, only two days before his great motion upon 
Irish Eights, Grattaa rose in the House of Commons to 
support Mr. Gardiner's Bill. " I give my consent to it," 
he said, " because as the mover of the Declaration of 
" Eights, I should be asham.ed of giving freedom to but 
" six hundred thousand of my countrymen, when I could 
"extend it to two millions more." These were noble 
words, and they had a just reward. Not merely one 
Irish sect or section, but all Ireland espoused tho Irish 
claims. 

With these reconciled millions at bis back, and falter- 
ing foes before him, Grattan eagerly pressed on. In the 
course of March ho gave notice of another motion bring- 

• Letter to h^s brother, Richard Brinelej ; dated Dublin, March 
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ing tlie whole matter to an isaue. He fixed it for the 
16th of April innnediately after the Easter holidays ; 
and to give it additional lustre, he proposed and earried 
through the House an unprecedented form of anmmons : 
" That the Speaker do -write Circular Letters to the 
"Members, ordering them to attend that day, as they 
" tender the rights of the Irish Parliament" Thus, as 
it chanced, the affairs of Ireland were approaching their 
most decisive crisis at the very time when 'from other 
causes Lord North's administration fell. 

Ireland at that time needed beyond all question, for its 
Lord Lieutenant, a great statesman. The new Whig 
administration sent thither only a great Duhe. They 
selected His Grace of Portland, not for ability, not for 
activity, not for knowledge, not for eloquence, for of all 
these he was utterly destitute, but for his rank and 
wealth, and above all, as the head of one of their principal 
" Revolution Families." Horace Walpole has in the fol- 
lowing words described hia previous career : — " He has 
" lived in Ducal dudgeon with half a dozen toad-eaters 
" secluded from mankind behind the ramparts of Bur- 
" lington waU ; and overwhelmed by debts without a 
" visible expense, of 2000/. a yenr."* As Secretary, went 
Colonel Richard Fitzpatrick, a frank soldier, an alert 
clear-headed man of business, and a devoted foUower of 
Fox. 

While these new appointmenta were in progress, the 
late Secretary, Mr. Eden, had, come back to England 
and posted to London in aU haate, full of spleen at his 
own and his chief's recall. On the 8th of April, the day 
on which the House of Commons met after its adjourn- 
ment, with the new Ministers in their places on their re- 
election, Eden sprung up, and while questioning the in- 
tentions of the Government, described in vehement terms 
the excited state of Ireland, and concluded by moving 
for the repeal of the 6th of George the First In reply 
to him, rose, for the first time as Minister, Mr. Secretaiy 
Fox. He complsaned, as he most justly might, of the 
unfairness that the servants of the Crown, only just 

• Letter to the Rev. W. Msaon, July 10. 1783, 



Hcssdb, Google 



158 HISTORY OP ENGLAND. CHAP, LXT. 

appointed, should not be allowed eyen a few days for 
deliberation on a matter so momentous. According to a, 
contemporary statement^ he "overwhelmed Eden with, 
"shame — not with remorsa" Certainly, at all eventa, 
he compelled Eden to withdraw his motion ; but Fox 
also let fall some expressions that might be taken to 
denote in general terms his adherence, in theory at least, 
to the supremacy of England. 

At Dublin, this declaration, though eagerly explained 
away, added not a little to the difficulties of Fox'a 
friends. Fitzpatrick, at his first arrival, had been 
anxious to seek an interview with Lord Charlemont, and 
there to plead for delay. But Grattau was determined 
at all hazards to proceed. When Lord Charlemont came 
to his bed-side with the proposal for postponement, the 
sick patriot vehemently shrieked, — " No time ! no time ! " 
Thus, the popular chief gave the new Secretary little 
comfort, nor could ho place any especial confidence in his 
colleagues, the other great officers of State. His own 
chief, the Duke, was a cypher ; of Lord Lifibrd, and of 
Mr. Pery, we find him write as follows : " The Chan- 
" cellor, I believe, to he an honest man, but the Speaker 
" is the most undisguised rogue I over met with," * 

Intent on his own objects and his eountry's, —. and how 
seldom are these terms identical in Ireland ! — Grrattan 
on the 16th of April, the day he had so solemnly fixed, 
brought forward his declaration of legislative independ- 
enca He had been and was ill ; he looked emaciated 
and careworn ; but his words were full of fire, and he 
seemed to shake off his illness as he rose. His friend 
Lord Charlemont used often afterwards to say, that if 
ever spirit could be said to act independent of body, it 
was on that occasion, | Grattan, with great judgment^ 
treated the question as already carried and determined by 
the votes of the Irish Pailiament, however the English 
might decide. Here are his own most memorable open- 
ing words : " I am now to address a free people. Ages 

* Letter to Mr. lox, April 17. 1782, (Meraorinls, by Lord John 
KusseU, vol, L p. 396.) 

t Memoir of Grattan, Ijy Daniel Owen Madden, Esq., p. xsxi. ccL 
1847. 
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have passed away, and thia is the first moment in which 

you could be distinguished by that appellation 

I found Ireland on her kneea ; I watched over her with 
an eternal solicitude ; I have traced her progress from 
injuries to arms, and from arms to liberty. Spirit of 
Swift ! Spirit of Molyneux ! your genius has prevailed 1 
Ireland is now a nation. In that now character 1 liail 
''her, and bowing to her august presence I say: bsto 

■' PEEPBT0A ! " 

Tlie speech of the Great Commoner (for so at that 
period wo may surely term him), concluded with an 
Address to the Crown, couched in most loyal terras, hut 
declaring in full as peremptory language that no body of 
men save only the Parliament of Ireland had axiy autlio- 
rity or power to make laws by which tliat nation could 
be bound. Colonel Fitzpatriok, as commander-in-chief 
On the Ministerial side, found himself wholly unable to 
bring his forces to the charge. "Debate," — thus next 
day he writes to Fox, — " it could hardly be called, since 
" that implies a free discussion; and upon this occasion 

no one man presumed to call in question a single word 
" advanced by Grattan, and spoke only to congratulate 
" Ireland on her emancipation, as they called it, and to 

load the mover from every quarter of the House with 
■'the grossest and most fulsome adulation." Thus the 
Address of Grattan was carried in the Commons with 
triumphant unanimity. The House of Lords came to the 
same vote ; and both Houses then aijjouraed to await the 
deliberations of the British Ministry and the proceedings 
of the British Parliament. 

The Ministry in London, and above all Fox and 
Shelbume as its leading members, considered these events 
in Ireland with anxious care. In private they were far 
from approving of entire legislative equality. Mo doubt 
they discerned the Constitutional anomalies to which in 
the course of years it must give rise. They foresaw that 
it must tend either to confusion (as it might), or to cor- 
ruption (as it did.) Let the supremacy, wrote Lord 
Shelbume, be where Nature has placed it — that is, he 
meant, with England.* Tet upon tbe whole, the 

* See his letter at length in the Life of Grattan, by his Son, toL 
il p. 292. 
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Govemment resolved to concede the claims of the sister 
island in full. For this deterniination they appear 
neitiier liable to censure nor yet entitled to praise, it is 
not just to say, with some adherents of Lord North, that 
the rights of England were perilled through their want 
of flrmness. It ia not just to say, with Lord John 
Eussell, that the peace of Poland was preserved through 
their virtue and merit* The truth is, that they did onh- 
what any Government of that day must have done. No 
Cabinet could have stommed the Irish torrent except {aad 
even then scarcely) the strongest and most powerful; 
and such a one could not have been formed in 1782 with 
parties aa they then stood, and in the last throes of an 
unprosperous war. Fox and Shelburoe yielded — not 
for any sordid aim, but for the public peace — against 
their private convictions. Fox and Sholhurne yielded as 
North or Sackville, had they been in otflce, must have 
yielded too. 

Under such circumstances, and with such views, Fox 
rose in the House of Commons on the 17th of May, to 
acknowledge the rights of Ireland, and to bring in a 
Bill for the repeal, in express terms, of the 6th of 
George the First. So strong was the conviction of the 
public necessity for such a course, that members of all 
parties concurred, and the repealing Bill passed both 
Houses, with no division, and with little debate. It 
was felt, as Fox had said finely and truly, that unwilling 
subjects are little better than enemies, and that tlie Irish 
people must, at all events, and at any price, be recon- 
ciled with England, Eeconciled indeed they seemed to 
be as soon as the news of the Ministerial measures 
arrived in Dublin. The storm that had so lately loured, 
passed away. Expressions of joy and confidence suc- 
ceeded. The purse-strings of their House of Commons 

* Lord John Enssell speaks of " their merit in oyereoming these 
» aifBcultiea (of Ireland), which wds mainly effected bj the oonfidenee 
" in their principles and character." (Memorials, vol. i. p. 888,) But 
hear, on the other Land, their own Irish Secretary lament that no 
reliance at all was placed upon them i " T complained of the hard- 
« ship of thdr (the popular leaders) RiTiag us no more confidence 
" than they would have done the late Government had it continued." 
(Colonel Pitipotridi to Mr. Tox, April 17. 1782.) 
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were unloosed. To stow tlieir cordiality to England, 
they Yotod 100,000t for the levy of 20,000 seamen. • 
To ahow their gratitude to Grattan, they desired to vote 
the same Bum to buy him an estate. That vote, pro- 
posed by Mr. Bagenal, would have been most readily- 
carried if Grattan had pleased. Grattan was far from 
rich ; he had scarcely, at that time, 500?. a year. Yet 
the first Impulse of that most noble-minded statesman — 
of that "inimitable "patriot, as some of his successors in 
Ireland have not only called, but found him — was to 
decline the money altogether. He was with difficulty 
prevailed upon by his friends to accept one half of it. 
At the sanie tim.e he formed the resolution, perhaps more 
lofty than wise, never, under any circumstances, to take 
any place or office from the Crown. 

The political horizon of Ireland, seldom long free 
from clouds, was within a few weeks again, though less 
darkly, overcast. Flood was the rival of Grattan in 
Parliamentary eloquence, and greatly his superior in yeai-s 
and political standing. He shewed with bitter jealousy 
the popular gratitude which Grattan had earned, and he 
strove, not without some aucceas, to turn the tide. He 
rose in the Irish House of Commons to suggest certain 
doubts how far the surrender of the English supremacy 
had been thorough and complete. The mere repeal of a 
declaratory law, aaid he, did not affect the principle, bnt 
left the law exactly where it stood before. As it 
happened, there were some events that seemed to give 
weight to his expressiona. There was a silly motion by 
Lord Abingdon in the English House of Peers, Thoro 
was a case of appeal from Ireland remaining over in the 
Court of King's Bench in England. This it was thought 
could not legally be sent back to Ireland, since it had 
been brought into the English Court before the Act of 
Repeal had passed, and it was accordingly decided by 
Lord Mansfield in the usual course of law. But at 
Dublin the cry forthwith arose, that England was re- 

* "A pleaaingproof of ootdia! friendsliip," writen Lord Eockii^- 
ham to the Dnke of Forteid. " We feel in this momeui tiie most 
" prassmg want of eenrneii. It is no SRCi-et that we hnve now ten 
" ^ps of the line with scarce a man to put in them," (Memoira 
by Lord Albemarle, voL ii. p, 477.) 

VOL. vn, M 
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suming her pretensions ; and thus, through either idle 
or interested doubts, — in part hy untoward circum- 
stances, and in part by envious sunnises, — the old flame 
burst forth anew. In vain did Mr. Fox declare in the 
House of Commons (thia was in December 1782), that 
his intention when he proposed the repeal of the 6th of 
George the First had been to make " a full, complete, 
" absolute, and pei-petual surrender of the British legis- 
" lative and judicial supremacy ovor Ireland." In the 
ensuing Session, it was found requisite to quiet the 
alarms of the sister island by another Act, renouncing 
all authority over Ireland, whether legislative or judicial, 
in the most positive terms that language could devise. 

Amidst this renewal of the agitation, the popularity 
of Grattan in some degree, though most unjustly, de- 
clined. Several times did it wax and wane ^ain during 
the remainder of his long career. Yet throughout the 
whole of it, his stainless character, his eminent abilities, 
and the remembrance of the great part which he had 
played in 1782, gained him high and spontaneous tokens 
of respect. One of these, which I have heard from Sir 
Robert Peel, will scarcely, perhaps, bear its full signi- 
ficance in the eyes of any not themselves engaged in 
public life. Sir Robert stated that he had observed 
during the first years he sat in Parliament, as a proof of 
the veneration in which Grattan had been held in the 
Irish House of Commons, that those gentiemen who had 
been Members of that House with him at Dublin, and 
who were now agMn his ooDeagues in London, always 
addressed him with a " Sir," as they would the Speaker, 
or a Royal Duke, That practice, said Sir Kobert, was 
observed even by Lord Caatlereagh, though at that time 
the leader of the House. 
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CHAPTER LXVT. 



Measures of reform in accordance with preTions pledges, 
claimed the early care of the new administration. They 
adopted and pressed forward two Bills ■which had been 
Mr. Crewe's and Sir Philip Gierke's ; the one to prevent 
revenue officers from voting at elections ; the other to 
prevent contraetors from sitting in the House of Com- 
mons. Both Bills passed the Lower House with no very 
considerable opposition ; but in the Upper, the Ministers 
had fo combat the sharp, though fruiUeas resistance of 
their own colleague, the Lord Chancellor, who not only 
spoke, but divided the Peers against them. * 

Another step in the popular direction, was to expunge 
from the Journals of the House of Commons the Eeso- 
lution of 1769, annulling the election of Wilkes. An 
annual motion to this effect having been renewed by 
Wilies himself, and seconded by Mr. Byng, the other 
Member for Middlesex, the Ministers in general con- 
curred ; aad although Mr. Pos both retained and i 
pressed his strong objection, a large majority <" 
^^Qst retaining the obno2:ious words. 

Of much more importance was the measure which 
Buike had promised on Economical Reform, la the 
first place, a Message was brought down to both Houses 
from the King recommending an effectual plan of re- 
trenchment and economy, to be carried through all 
branches of the Public Expenditure, and to include His 
Majesty's own Civil List Lord Shelburne, who moved 
the Address of Thanks in the Peers, would undertake, he 
HMd, to pledge himself, that the present was not as usual 
a mere Ministerial Address ; " it was the genuine lan- 
" guage of the Sovereign himself proceeding from the 
"heart" 

■. p. 548 
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In the House of Commons, Burke was laTiah of his 
praises. " This," he cried, " is the best of Messages to 
" the best of people from the best of Kings ! " But though 
Burke might be blamed for the exuberance of his pane- 
gyric, he incurred far heavier censure shortly afterwards 
by the curtailment of his Bill. When his measure was 
brought iu, it was found to spare several of those insti- 
tutions against which he had inveighed with the greatest 
energy two years before. Thns, besides a host of smaller 
offices, once denounced aad now retained, both the 
Duchies of Cornwall and of Lancaster wwe left wholly 
unreformed. Some of these modifications in his original 
design might no doubt be prompted by Burke's own 
maturer thoughts ; in others it is probable that he was 
merely called on t« fulfil the decisions of the Cabinet in 
which he had no share. Here was one of the many evils 
of excluding that great genius from the Councils of the 
State. 

Among the offices to be abolished by this Bill, was 
that of the third Secretary of State, or of Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, which it was thought useless to 
keep when the Colonies themselves were gone. The 
Lords of Trade and Plantations, the Lords of Police in 
Scotland, the principal officers of the Great Wardrobe, 
aad of the Jewel Office, the Treasurer of the Chamber, 
and the Cofferer of the Household, and the six Clerks of 
the Board of Green Cloth, were, with other rubbish, 
swept away. It was provided that no pension exceeding 
SOOl a year, should be granted to any one person, — that 
the whole amount of the pensions granted in any one 
year should not exceed 6001, — and that the names of 
the persons on whom they were bestowed, should be laid 
before Parliament in twenty days after the beginning of 
ea«h Session, — until the whole Pension List should be 
reduced to 90,000t There were also most praiseworthy 
regulations to secure the Secret Service Money from 
abuses by limiting its amount, and imposing a strict 
oath on the Secretaries of State who dispensed it.* 



• See the Act E2 Geo. iii. c 82. In his "Letter (o a Nolile 
"havi" written I79G, Burke forcibly desei'ibes the difBcultiea with 
H-Iii-h in this Bill hs had ta stinggle. He adds, " I was loaded with 
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To Burke'a high honour, we must add, that he was far 
from sparing his own office. On the contrary, he brought 
in a separate Bill to regulate the Pajmaster'a department^ 
and prevent enormous balances from accumulating in 
hia hands, as had often happened heretofore, to the great 
profit of the holder of that place. It must likewise be 
acknowledged that the retrenchments which the main 
Bill effected, though curtailed, were still considerable ; 
they amounted to upwards of 72,000?. a year. These 
savings were to be partly mortgaged to pay the new 
arrears upon the Civil List, which fell but little short of 
800,000?., and which were at once discharged. On the 
whole, it was an escellent, as well as comprehensive, 
measure, and only seemed the contrary from the too loud 
flourish of trumpets by which it had been heralded, and 
from the exaggerated expectations which that flourish 
had rMSed, Tliia measure dignifying and dignified by 
the great name of Burke, as it seems to a later age, 
passed the House of Commons at the time certMnly with 
little or no resistonce from his enemies, but with quite as 
little celebration from his friends. In July it reached 
the Peers, where Lord Thurlow found great fault with 
it, and again did his utmost to defeat his colleagues ; 
happily, however, in vain. 

It may be observed, that the popular effect and im- 
pression of this Bill were still further lessened through 
the weakness of Lord Eockingham, who, while the mea- 
sure was still pending, and before therefore ita enact- 
ments could legally restrain him, consented to grant 
enormous pensions both to Lord Ashburton and Barr4. 
This last in ita gross receipts was of no less than 3,2007. 
a year, — above ten times the amount which, in Lord 
Bockingham's own judgment, as expressed in the new 
Bill, ought henceforth to be granted to any one person 
whatsoever ! Still worse did this transaction seem when, 
before the final passing of the Bill, a letter was pro- 
duced by Lord Shelhume in the House of Peers, showing 
that the first proposal of this enormous pension had come 
from Lord Rockingham himself! "I was thus left," 
wrote Burke, many years later, "to support the grants 
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" of a name ever dear to me against the rudo attacks of 
" those who were at that time Menda to the grantees." 

Another Bill, which the new Ministers supported, but 
which had been introduced by Sir Harbord Harbord 
before their accession to office, was to punish the proved 
corraption of the borough of Cricklade. In strict con- 
formity with the precedent of Shoreham, it was proposed 
to extend the franchise from the smaU town to the 
neighbouring Hundreds. This measure was opposed 
wititi the utmost warmth by the Opposer General Lord 
Thurlow; Lord Mansfield and Lord Loughborough also 
spoke against it; nevertheless, it was carried through by 
large majoritioB. Cricklade being, like Shoreham, wholly 
venal, both had been much under the control of rich 
Nabobs ; and Mr. Frederick Montagu stated in the House 
of Commons, that Lord Chatham, on being shown the 
former BUI, had used this striking phrase: "I am glad 
" to find the borough of Shoreham is likely to be removed 
" from Bengal to its ancient situation in the county of 
" Sussex." 

But the high authority of Chatham might be pleaded 
for much more extensive measures of Eeform. Often in 
the House of Lords had he lamented the growing venality 
of the smaller boroughs, and proposed the immediate 
addition of a hundred County members. And once in 
conversing with Lord Buohan (this was in the year 
1775), he had ventured to prophesy as follows : — "Before 
"the close of this century, either the Parliament will 
"reform itself from within, or be reformed with a 
"vengeance from without."* Since the meetings of 
1780, the question had more than ever stirred the public 
mind, and it continued to be eagerly pressed forward by 
the delegates of the asaociatod or petitioning counties. 
It was on Chatham's son that the conduct of it now 
devolved. Ou the 7th of May, Mr. Pitt, seconded by 
Alderman Sawbridge, brought it forward in the House 
of Commons. To reconcile, or rather to conceal, the 
wide differences that prevailed aa to any definite or 
specific plan, the motion of Pitt was only — That a Com- 
mittee be appointed to inquire into the present state of 

* See a note to the Pialiaincnlarj History, vol, xvii. p. 223. 
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the KepresentatJon of the Commons, and to report what 
3t«ps in their opitiion it may be proper to take tliere- 

On this question, the new Ministers were very much 
at variaoce. Fox, for example, was its steady friend. 
The opinions of the Duke of Richmond in its favour 
were not only eager, but extreme. On the other hand, 
Lord John Cavendish, as one of his colleagues tells us, 
was "diffident of the effect of any Parliamentary 
" Reform." It was caution only that withheld the open 
expression of the Prime Minister's repugnance.* The 
efiect of this strong disinclination in several of the 
Rockinghams was apparent on the 7th of May. Pitt 
urged his motion with great ahility; it was supported 
not less ably by Sheridan aad Fox; but Dandas opposed 
it in a speech abounding both with argument and wit; 
Burke and Thomas Townshend absented themselves ; 
and the proposal for a Committee waa negatived by- 
twenty votes, the numbers being 161 to 141. 

It was with some difficulty that Fox had prevailed on 
Burke to keep aloof on this occasion. But on a later 
day, when the general question was again incidentally 
discussed, the member for Malton could no longer be 
restrained. Then, as Sheridan relates it in a secret 
letter to Fitzpatriek, "Burke acquitted himself with the 
" most magnanimous indiscretion, attacked William Pitt 
" in a scream of passion, and swore Parliament was and 
" always had been precisely what it ought to be, and that 
" all people who thought of reforming it wanted to over- 
" turn the Constitution." f 

The debate in which Burke thus unburthened himself, 
was on Alderman Sawbridge moving to shorten the 
duration of Pariiaments, when a large majority declared 
against that measure. Another Bill to prevent bribeiy 
and expenses at Elections, which was introduced by Lord 
Mahon and supported by Mr. Pitt, seemed at first to meet 
with more success. It passed the Second Reading, but 
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in the Committee some of its provisions were deemed 
undnly severe — the candidate being precluded from 
defraying the conveyance o£ the non-resident voters to 
the poll. Several long debates ensued upon it ; but the 
most stringent of its clauses being negatived. Lord Mahon 
vrithdrew the Bill. 

. All this ivhile the position of Fox as leader had been 
far from easy to himself. Thus does he describe it in a 
letter to Pitapatriek, his most confidential friend: "Our 
" having been beat upon Pitt's motion will, in my opinion, 
" produce many more bad consequences than many people. 

"seem to suppose The very thin attendances 

" which appear on most occasions are very disheartening 
"and sometimes embarrassing to me. Upon the Bill for 
"securing Sir Thomas Bumbold's property we were only 
"36 to 33. The Attorney and Solicitor (general were 
" both against me, and I had the mortification to depend 
"for support upon the Lord Advocate and Jenkinson. 
" .... I have given you but a small part of my 
" ill hnmour when I have confined myself to the House 
" of Commons. The House of Lords has been the most 
"shameful scene you can imagine. The Duke of 
"Eichmond, in points where he was clearly right, has 
"been deserted by every Minister present more than 

But all these Parliamentary proceedings or Cabinet 

nlexities, however important in themselves, could only 
semed subordinate to two main objects of the new 
administration or of any administration at that time in 
England : to carry on the war as long as it was neces- 
sary, and to conclude a peace as soon as it was possible. 
As regards tho former, little news of any moment came 
from North America. There, both parties had continued 
for the most part at gaze, the English merely holding their 
strong positions, which the Americans were contented 
with observing. Early in May, Sir Henry Clinton was 
at length permitted to retire from his arduous command, 

* Letter, May 11. 1782. Tlie Bill upon Sir Thomas Rnmbold was 
to restTMn him fixna qnitdng the kingdom or alienating his property 
pending the inquii? respecting his condoct at Madras. It was fbimded 
on a precedent in ihe Soiich Sea case. See Pari. Hist. vol. xxiL 
p. 1396, &0. 
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which was assumed by Sir Guy Carleton in his 'place. 
Sir Guy had received most conciliatory orders from the 
£ockiiighaiu Ministry, and attempted, but in vain, to 
open a separate negotiation with the Congress. He 
found both parties more than ever inflamed against each 
other by an unhappy transaction which had taken place 
only a few weeks before. Here are the particnlars. The 
American loyalists in arms on the side of England had 
grievous cause throughout the war to complwn of the 
merciless treatment of such among them as fell into their 
countrymen's hands. Elsewhere I have cited the san- 
guinary proverb which it seems was in vogue against 
them.* It so chanced that while the violent death of one 
of their own number, Philip White, was freshly rankling 
in their minds, they made prisoner in the Jerseys Joshua 
Huddy, a Captain in the service of Congress. Provoked 
by cruel conduct, they were guUty of unjustifiable retali- 
ation, A party of them under Captain Lippencot led out 
Huddy to the heights of Middletown and there hanged him 
on a tree, affixing on his breast an inscription which con- 
cluded with these words : '.' We determine to hang man for 
" man while there is a reftigee existing ; up goes Huddy 
" for Philip White !" f Greatly incensed at this outrage. 
Sir Henry Clinton ordered Lippencot to be arrested and 
brought to trial for murder. But this course did not 
satisfy Washington, who wrote to the English General, 
insisting that Lippencot should be given up to him for 
summary punishment. When he found that this demand 
was not compEed with, Washington next announced, that 
he should select one of the British prisoners as an object 
of retaliation. He cast lots for a victim, and the lot fell 
upon Captain Asgill, one of the York-town captives, A 
young officer only nineteen years of age. In Vfun did 
first Sir Henry and then Sir Guy express their utter 
abhorrence of the act of Lippencot, and their firm 
determination to exert the laws against him. The diffi- 
culty was further increased upon Lippencot's trial, when 
it was found that he eould not, in strict justice, bo con- 

• SeevoLti. p, 84. 

■f Tbe entire inscription is given in Bamsay s Hist. vol. ii. p, 389. 
Consult also tJie narrative of Mr. Spai'ks, in Ms Life of Wasliington, 
p. 378. 



Hcssdb, Google 



170 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. CHAP. LXTI. 

victod, as not mainly answerable for hia crime. It ap- 
peared that he had only acted in conformity with what 
he believed to be his orders from the Board of Associated 
Loyalists sitting at New York, with the son of Franklin 
as their President. The most earnest representations 
were made in favour of AsgiU, but his case remained in 
suspense for several months. Even after Washington's 
more noble nature had relented, the majority of Congress 
were obdurate ; and while he inclined to mercy they 
were still sternly determined upon vengeance. But the 
mother of Asgill having written a pathetic appeal to the 
French Ministry wrought upon the kindly feelings of the 
King and Queen, and obtained a letter from the Comte 
de Vei^ennes to Washington, dai«d the 29th of July, 
and soliciting the young officer's releaso. Besides the 
plea of pity, De Vergeanes put forward in some slight 
degree a claim of right. " Captain Asgill," he wrote, 
•" is doubtless your prisoner, but he is among those whom 
" the arms of the Eng, my master, contributed to put 
" into your hands at York-town." He also thought it 
neeeaatHy to guard agMnat another possible liesolution of 
the Congress. " In seeking to deliver Mr, Asgill from 
" the fate which threatens him, I am far from engaging 
" you to select another victim ; the pardon to be per- 
" fectly satisfactory must be entire." The progress of 
the negotiations for peace happily concurred to the same 
end with these compassionate entreaties, and at last on 
the 7th of November the Congress came to a vote that 
Captain Asgill should be set free.* 

It was not merely in this case that the patience of 
Washington was tried by the slowness and unwiUingnesa 
of Congress. His correspondence at that period teems 
with complaints, — unheeded complaints, — of his neces- 
sities. No measures were taken to maintain the war, if 
necessary, for another year, or to satisfy the troops, who 

» In the Ann. Ki^ist. 1783, p. 241., wlU be found the letterfl of 
lady A^ill and of the Comte de Vei^ennes. The former might well 
indeed have melted a much harder nature than Marie Antoinate's. 
" My huBbnnd (Sir Charles) ^yeii over by his phyeidane a few hours 
"before the news arrived, and not in a state to be informed of the 
" misfortune ; my danghter seiied with a feyBr and delirinm, raving 
"about hOT brother! &c." 
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murmured and sometimes mutinied from their lon^ arrear 
of pay. In like manner they were left almost destitute 
both of clothing and food. It is hard to say, whether the 
southern army under General Greene, or the northern 
under Gener^ Washington, endured the most Thus 
writes Greene: " For upwards of two months more than 
"one-third of our men were entirely naked, with nothing 
" but a breech-cloth about them, and never came out of 
" their t«nts ; and the rest were as ragged as wolves. 
" Our condition was little better in the article of provi- 
" sion. Our beef was perfect carrion, and even bad as 
" it was we were frequently without any." Thus writes 
Washington : ■ "It is vain. Sir, to suppose that military 
" men will acquiesce contentedly in bare rations, when 
" those in the civil walks of life, unacquainted with half 
" the hardships they endure, are regularly paid the emo- 
" luments of office. Only conceive then the morti- 
" fication they must suffer, even the General Officerg, 
" when they cannot invite a French officer, a visiting 
" friend, or a travelling acquaintance to a better repast 
" than stinking whiskey hot from the still, and not always 
" that, and a bit of beef without vegetables will afford 

"them I could give anecdotes of patriotism and 

" distress which have scarcely ever been paralleled, 
" never surpassed, in the history of mankind. But you 
" may rely upon it, that the patience and long-sufferance 
" of this army are almost exhausted, and that there never 
" was so great a spirit of discontent as at this instaat. It 
" is high time for a peace I " * 

So far indeed had the spirit of discontent spread in 
the American army, that it was aimed not only at tlie 
Congress but at the Republican form of government 
itself. In the month of May, 1782, Washington i^cceived 
a communication on the part of several of his officers 

" The letter of Greene (as giyen in Goi'don's History, toI. iv. 
p, S92.) is doted Augnst 13., and that of Washington totbt Secretary 
at Wav, October 2. 17B2. Yet the Secretary at Wor (Generai Ben- 
jamin Lincoln), writing ta Dr. Franklio, in the conrao of this vary 
autumn, thought himeelf entitled to state: "We have now a Letter 
" army ia tha field than we have had at any time before during the 
"war. They are well clothed and in high discipline." See 
Frankllu's Works, voL ix. p. 418. 
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desiring to make him chief of the State, and, if possibly 
with the titb of King. But no feeling of ambition could 
lure that great and good man from the path of duty. 
He replied to this overture, that he must yiew it with 
abhorrence and reprehend it with severity.* 

In the West Indies, Sir Greorge Eodney had come 
back from England and resumed the chief command. 
But the shafts of calumny still pursued him from home. 
The party prejudice against him may be foi^iven in 
a landsman Uke Burke ; less readily in that experienced 
Admiral to whom the naval administration was entrusted. 
Lord Keppel, whom we have seen so keenly sensitive to 
any supposed slight or disparagement to himself, appears 
to have acted with the coldest disdain, with the most un- 
jnstiflahle severity towards an officer, it may be said 
without offence, greatly his superior in professional re- 
nown. Hot only did ho decide on recalling Rodney from 
the post which he so ably filled, but he did so without 
one expression of kindness or concern ; he did so not 
even in his own hand or name, but in a dry ofiicial letter 
.from his Secretary, Mr. Stephens. That letter of revo- 
cation bears date the 1st of May. But even before that 
date, Eodney, by the blessing of Providence, had secured 
to all ages his conntr^s glory and his own, and turned 
the Rockingham Ministers, however unwillingly, from 
his contemptuous recall to his promotion and his praiscf 

At this time the Comt« de Grasse, flushed with the 
recent reduction of the greater part of the Leeward 
Islands, was contemplating the more mighty conquest of 
Jamaica. Ho had retired to Port Royal in Martinico to 
collect and refit his naval force, and to take on hoard 
5,000 troop^ with which he intended to effect a junction 
off St. Domingo with another Spanish armament So 
confident were the Spaniards of success in this combined 
expedition, that General Galvez appointed to command 

•.■Waahijigton's WritinKS, Tol. viiL pp. 300. and 353. 

t The biographer of Rodney (Life by General Mundy, voL it 
p. 331.}, Mid, afrer him the hiographer of Keppd (Life by the Hon. 
and Bct. Thomaa Keppel, vol. ii. p. 380.), throw out some sumiisea 
ftat in recalling Bodney Keppel may have acted in obedience to Lord 
BocldnghaDi, and e^oinet Ms own opinion. But of this plea there is 
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their share in it, was, before he sailed from the Ilavanna, 
addressed in Coiracii as the " Goyernor of Jamaica." 
On the other hand, " I am come "— thus wrote Rodney to 
the real GoTemor, — " with a spirit flrmlj' determined to 
" prevent so important a jewel being wrested from the 

" Crown of Great Britain "My fleet,"he adds in 

another letter, "at present consists of thirty-six ami 
" of the line, though several of them are in very bad 
"condition."* He had set cruisers off Port Royal to 
Tfateh every movement of the enemy, and transmit it by 
a chain of frigates. On the 8th of April, the wgnal was 
accordingly made that the French — they were thirty- 
three sail of the line — had unmoored and were proceed- 
ing to sea. The British fleet was anchored in St. Luda, 
but kept in constant readiness ; thus in little more than 
two hours after the signal was received, all our^ ships 
were under weigh, standing towards the enemy with all 
the sail they could crowd. Sir George Rodney in the For- 
midable was at the head of the mainfleet, while a sepa- 
rate division was commanded by Sir Samuel Hood in 
the Barfleur. It was the evident policy of the British 
chief to anticipate the junction of the French and 
Spaniards by forcing on a battle, which for the corres- 
ponding reason the IVench desired to postpone. " They 
" kept at an awful distance," wrote Rodney to his wife. 
Some foreigner unversed in our common and colloquial 
phrases might here exclaim that it was the Frenchmen's 
distance only that could stiike his gallant heart with 

On the 9th there ensued a partial and indecisive can- 
nonade, by which, however, two of the enemy's ships 
were much damaged, and the rest in some measure 
delayed. Next night, one more of their ships was crip- 
pled by running foul of another, and produced a fresh 
delay. Thus, on the evening of the 11th, Rodney was 
enabled to bring up his fleet so close as to render ine- 
vitable for the morrow the conflict which he sought ; 
and the night which ensued, was passed on both sides in 
anxious preparation. 
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It was at seven in the morning of the 12th of April, 
that the battle began. There was so little wind, that the 
six hindmost sail of Hood's division were becalmed and 
unable to come up until ahnost the end of tie conflict ; thus, 
allowing for three of the French disabled, the cumber of 
the ships engaging was exactly equal on each side. 
Kodney, on this memorable day, was the first, not indeed 
to inveat or to devise, but to put in practice, tlie bold 
manoiuvre known by the name of "breaking the line." 
His own ship, the Formidable, led the way, nobly sup- 
ported by the Namur, the Duke, and the Canada. After 
taking and returning the fire of one half of the French 
force, under one general blaze and peal of thunder along 
both lines, the Formidable broke through that of the 
enemy. "In the act of doing so" — thus continues an 
eye-witness of the scene — "we passed within pistol 
"shot of the Glorieux of seventy-four guns, which was 
" so roughly handled that she was shorn of all her masts, 
"bowsprit, and ensign-staff, but with the white flag 
"nailed to the stump of one of her masts, and breathing 
"defiance as it were in her last moments. Thus become 
"a motionless hulk, she presented a spectacle which 
" struck our Admiral's fancy as not unlike the remains of 
"a fallen hero; for being an indefatigable reader of 
" Homer, he exclaimed, that now was to be the contest 
I' for the body of Patrodus."* In that contest a most 
important advantage was already gained. For the 
enemy's fleet, being now, as it were, cut asunder, fell 
into confusion and could not again be combined. The 
French, however, still fought on with their usual high 
spirit and intrepidity ; nor did the firing cease till sunset, 
nearly eleven hours from its first commencement. It 
was stated to Eodney by persons who had been appointed 
to watch, that there never was seven minrttes' respite 
during the whole engagement, " which I believe," adds 
Rodney, " was the severest ever fought at sea." At the 
close of the day, the English had t^en five lai^e ships 
and sunk another, besides two more which Sir Samuel 

* NaiTative by Doclor (Sir Gai>ert) Blane; Ufe bj General 
Mnndy, voJ. ii. p. 230. In the Memoiis of Mr. Cumberland (toL i. 
p. 410.) the mention of Patroelna is transfeired to Eodney'a Captain 
and &iead, Sir Charles Douglas. 
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Hood afterwards captured in their retreat. Thronged as 
■were the French vessels with troops, the slaughter on 
Iboard them was immense. It was computed, perhaps 
with some exaggeration, that in the two actions of the 
9tb and I2th together, they had 3000 slain and twice as 
many -wounded; while the loss of the English in all kinds, 
did not much exceed 900. 

In none of the French ships was the loss of men more 
severe, or the resistance braver, than in the Viile de 
Paris, where De Grasse himself commanded. That great 
ship, the pride of the French navy, and conspicuous far 
and near as overtopping all others in its size, seemed, as 
Eodney might have said, like one of Homer's heroes in 
the meaner ranks of war. De Grasse continued to fight 
long after the fortune of the battle was decided. It was 
only when the Barfleur, coming up at last, poured in a, 
fresh broadside, and when, as is alleged, there were but 
three men left alive and unhurt on ttie upper deck — De 
Grrasse himself being one of the three — that the Ville de 
Paris struck her flag. "The thrill of ecstaey" — thus 
writes a by-stander. Dr. Blane, — "that penetrated every 
"British bosom in the triumphant moment of her sur- 
" render, is not to be described." So high, indeed, was 
the renown of that great ship, that when a King's 
messenger brought the news of the battle to Plymouth, 
some E^nch officers who were going home by a Cartel 
from that port, would not believe in this the crowning 
gloiy of the conflict, and exclaimed, " Impossible ! Not 
"the whole British fleet could take the Ville de Paris!"* 

The Comte de Grasse — the first Commander-in-Chief 
of the French by land or sea who had been taken in 
conflict by the English since Marshal Tallard gave up 
his sword to Marlborough on the field of Blenheim — 
came on board the Formidable as a prisoner on the day 
after the battle. Conscious of having done his duty, his 
demeanour was composed and serene. He spoke freely 
of his own defeat, which he ascribed to the failure of the 
French Ministers to send him, as they had promised, 
twelve ships more. From the British chiefs in the West 
Indies, and afterwards in England, De Grasse received 

* Letter from Plymoiitb, May 19, 1782. 
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every token of attention and respect. But at home he 
was disgraced ; nay more, aa cannot be recorded without 
pain, not merely his conduct, but even his courage, was 
denied.* 

"It is odd" — thus on the day after the battle writes 
Eodney to his wife — "but within two little years I have 
" taken two Spanish, one French, and one Dutch Admiral. 
"Providence does it all, or how should I escape the shot 
" of thirty-three sail of the line, every one of which I 
"believe attacked me? But the Formidable proved 
" herself worthy of her name," Such, combined with 
terms of tenderest affection to his family, were the first 
effusions in his triumph of that good and gallant heart 
Nor was it, we may add, in the hour of battle only, that 
his high qualities were conspicuous and decisive ; not 
less a£ttirable was his care in the government and right 
order of his fleet. To these he desired to apply a 
principle of gentleness, ill understood in his own age, 
but better appreciated in our's. " I have long ex- 
"perienced" — here are words from one of his despatches 
— " that where good discipline prevails, there is seldom 
"occasion for punishment." f 

To tiose who love to trace the lesser lights and shades 
of human character, — and those who do not, will scarce 
be found thus far among my readers — I shall owe no 
apology if I venture to record of the coiiqneror of De 
Grasse, that even in his busiest hours he couJd turn some 
kindly thoughts, not only to his family and friends, but 
to his dog in England. That dog named Loup, was of 
the French fox-breed, and so attached to his master, that 
when the Admiral left home to take the command of his 
fleet, the faithful animal remained for three days in his 
chamber, watching his coat and refusing food. The 
affection was warmly returned. On many more than one 

• "La fnneate jonmee du 12 Anil, 1783, causa d'un bout de 
"France ^ I'antre le plus violent dceespoir. .... Dcb epl- 
" grammes oootre le Comte de GSraaao circulaient de bouche en 
*' bouclie. Les femniea portaient alors des croix d'oc & la Jean- 
"mite; on en fit d'autrea qui furent nomm^ea a la de Grasse; lea 
'■ unes avaient nn aeia. les autres n'en avaient pas, ! " (Bolta, Guene 
d'Am^rique, etc, avec lea notes de Seveliugee, voL iv. p. 537.) 

t Tothe Secretory of tiie Adniriilty, Itach 5. 1781; Mtrndj's 
Life, vol. ij. p. 41. 
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occasion we find Rodney write much as follows to his 
■wife ; — " Eemember me to my dear girls and my faithful 
" Mend Loup; I know you will kisa him for me."* 

By the glorious victory of the 12th of April, the blow 
deeigned gainst Jamaica was wholly turned aside. That 
great prize the Ville de Paris was freighted with thirty- 
six chests of money, for the pay and subsistence of the 
troops in the projected expedition. It so chanced, more- 
over, that the whole train of field ariiillery and the bat- 
tering cannon intended for that service were on board 
the other captured ships. But further still, the French 
vessels which had escaped from the action, some greatly 
damaged, had sought shelter in different ports, and could 
not be reunited for any common object Eodaey him- 
self; after some pursuit, repaired to the island which he 
had saved from danger, and found himself welcomed 
with transports of gratitude and joy. Thence, on re- 
ceiving the order for his recall, he set sail for England. 

The two battles of Eodney may be said to close the 
naval operations of this year, out of the European seas. 
For neither the surprise of tJie Bahama islets by three 
Spanish ships sent from Cuba, and of the Hudson Bay 
settlements by a SVenoh seventy-four and two frigates 
under the since celebrated La Perouse ; nor yet, on the 
other hand, the conquest by the English of some forts on 
the Mosquito shore from the Spaniards, and of some 
others on the coast of Africa from the Dutch, met with 
serious resistance, or appear to call for special comme- 
moration. In the middle of May, the intelligence of 
Eodney's great victory came to England, where it pro- 
duced the highest exultation. It seemed to bring back 
to our arms' their pristine lustre, and to retrieve most 
worthily a large amount of loss and ill success. So 
strong was the tide of gratitude towards the victorious 
Admiral, as to bear along with it the very Ministers who, 
not three weeks since, had determined to disgrace him. 
An English Barony, besides a pension for life, first pro- 
posed by Sir Francis Basset, an Opposition member, was 
bestowed on Eodney, and an Irish Barony on Hood. 

* Mundy's Life of RodHey, note to vol. i. p. 258.; vol. ii. p. 
VOL. VII. N 
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Tet, ill the eyea of tte nation, the first reward seemed 
scarcely adequate for such an exploit, " My own an- 
" cestor," ofaserved Lord Sandwicii, " waa for his seryieea 
" made an Earl, and Master of tlie Wardrobe for throe 
" Uvea ; and surely what Sir Greorge Eodney has done 
" DO less merits an Earldom, -with an annuity of two or 
" three thousand pounds a year to be annexed to it. 
" The last aetion alone deserved so much."* 

But the news from the West Indies did not lessen 
either the popular anxiety or the Ministerial endeavours 
for peace. The new Government had resolved to carry 
through its remaining stages the Bill which the last had 
framed, giving the King full authority to conclude either 
a peace or truce with the insurgent Oolouies, " any law 
" or Act of Parliament to the coatrary iu any wise not- 
" withstanding." The measure passed accordingly, though 
not with any great despatch ; it was not brought from 
the Commons tilt the 30th of May, it did not receive the 
Koyal assent till the 19th of Juna But the first step of 
Mr. Fox in Foreign Affairs was to attempt a separate 
negotiation with Holland by the mediation of Eusaia. 
In this overture he was not successful, although pursuing 
it to the furthest limits of the national dignity, or even, 
as his opponents might aOege, beyond them. " The 
" Dutch," — said Mr. Pitt in his great speech on the 
peace next year — "the Dutch were not disarmed by the 
" humiliating language of that gentleman's Ministry." 

It is to be observed, that the new Cabinet found, as 
had also the preceding one, a disposition to mediate in 
the Courts both of Petersburg and Vienna. With the 
former, the original object had been to obtain the cession 
of MinoFca, in return for an active interposition in behalf 
of England.f Even while that hope was pending, or 
even after it had ceased through the conquest of that 

* Speech in the Honae of Lords, May 27. 1782. In tho report of 
the Pariiamentary History (voL jcxiii. p. 60,) this passage is omitted. 
In fliB CommonB, Burke, refevrlng to his old St. Eoatatia chai'ges, 
said finely that, if there was a bald spot on the head of Bodaey, he 
was willing to oorer it with lanrels. 

t See in the Malmesbuty Papers emecially Sir James Hanis'a two 
despatches of Dee. 24, 1780, and Lord Stormont'a reply of Jan, 
SO. 1781. 
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island by France, the Czarina was ivilling to exert her- 
self, although in vain, to conclude for us a separate treaty 
with the Dutch. — At Vienna, since the decease of the 
Empress Queen, in 1780, Prince Kaunitz had been far 
from friendly in his tone ; but he appears to have thought 
that the importance of Austria would be enhanced by 
taking a principal part in the negotiations. With this 
view, on the accession of the new Ministry, he made 
another offer to mediate, through a document which was 
concurred in by the Czarina, and which, in diplomatic 
phrase, was styled unb insinuation veebaie. To both 
the Imperial Courts, the new Ministers gave a cordial 
and assenting reply. They also attempted, though with- 
out efFect, to awaken an interest for^eace in the mind of 
the King of Prussia. But it soon became more and 
more appai'ent, that the negotiations made no real pro- 
gress at any of these three Courts, and that Paris was 
tlie place, and Franklin the person, at which and through 
whom a peace must be acliieved. 

Immediately before the fall of Lord North's Ministry, 
and in anticipation of that event. Dr. Franklin had 
written to Lord Shelbume with general expressions of 
his pacific views. On receiving that letter, Lord Shel- 
bume, then Secretary of State, sent to Paris as his agent 
Mr. Richard Oswald, a London merchant well versed in 
American affturs. Mr. Oswald was furnished with a 
few lines of recommendation from Mr. Laurens, then a 
prisoner on parole in England, while Lord Shelbume, in 
his own letter, described him as a man " conversant in 
" those negotiations which are most beneficial to man- 
" kind," and on that account "preferred to any specula- 
" tive friends or to any persons of higher r^ik." Dr. 
Franklin readily conferred with Mr. Oswald, and put 
into his hands a paper drawn up by himself, suggesting, 
that in order to produce a thorough reconciliation, and to 
prevent any future quarrel on the North American 
Continent, England should not only acknowledge the 
Thirteen United States, but cede to them also the pro- 
vince of Canada.* Such a project, though it might 
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prevail on the more simple mind of Mr. Oswald, was not 
likely to find favour in the eyes of any British statesman- 
Mr. Oswald, hov^ever, undertook to retnm with it to 
England, and to lay it before his chief; Dr. Franklin at 
Lis departure expressing an earnest hope, that all future 
communications to himself might pass through the same 
hands. 

Under these circumstances, the Cabinet determined 
that Mr. Oswald should go back to France, and carry on 
the treaty with Franklin, though by no means with such 
concessions as the American philosopher desired. It was 
laid down as the basis of this negotiation, that the In- 
dependence of the United States should be admitted, and 
that other matters should be restored as they stood at tlie 
Peace of 1763. It was also resolved to send another 
agent to Paris, to treat, on the same b^is, vrith M. de 
Vergennea ; and for this second misaionFox selected his 
friend Mr. Thomas Grenville.* 

It might have been foreseen that, with negotiations so 
concurrent, the two negotiators must inevitably clash. 
The letters of Mr. Grenville to Fox were flUed with 
complaints of Mr. Oswald's interposition, and of Lord 
Shelburne's secret views; and thus was the keenest 
jealousy fomented between both the holders of the Seals. 
Tet it does not follow that either Sheiburne or Fox was 
to be blamed. The censure so freely cast on the one or 
on the other of them may, with far greater justice, be 
transferred to the system under which they acted. At 
that time, the old and perplexing division of the Northern 
and Southern departments, which had prevailed through 

viii p. SOI.) lord Shelbume wlioUy disspproTed it; as, notwith- 
standing some yague smrmises to Hie eontrarj, ia pl^ from hi9 own 
"Memoriuifium8"of Instrnction to Mr. Oswiad, April 28. 1782. 
TiiBOxiginai Ma of theee is preserved among the papers at I/sns- 
downo House, and they were first made pnblio by a very accurate 
and able espositor o( this whole transaction, m the Edmbnrgll 
EeTiew,No.OCi.p.35., January 1854. „ . . . 

• The correnpondenoe of Mr. Thomas GreiiviUe at Pans la given 
Mly in the " ConrM and Cabinets ot George III." (vol. i pp. 27—64.) 
Bs published in 1853 by the Duke of Buckingham. In Franklin s 
Works (vol. ix. pp. 238—351., ed. 1844), will be foand a clear and 
excellent Journal of the negotiation, up to the 1st of July, witii 
ongiual letters in 
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the earlier portion of tlie century, was at an end. When 
the third Secretaryship was abolished, the partition of 
business between the two remaining Secretaries was 
made on the same principle as the Home and Foreign 
Oflces of the present day, but with this difference, that 
the Colonies — and, in the eye of the law, the United 
States were Colonies stiU — were added to the Home. 
Lord Shelburne had been appointed the Home Secretary, 
and Mr. Fox the Foreign. Thus the negotiation with 
America was as clearly in Lord Shelbume's province, as 
those with France, and Spain, and Holland were in Mr. 
Fox's. 

Such was the state of things at Paris, when the news 
came of our great victory in the West Indies. Mr. 
Oswald told Dr. Franklin that, as he tliought, some of 
our Ministers were a little too much elated by it ; yet 
they all hastened to declare that it left their desire for 
peace entirely unchanged. Franklin, on his part, did 
his best to inspirit Comte d'Estaing and other naval offi- 
cers whom he met at dinner, and found in some degree 
dejected. By way of encouragement, he teld them the 
observation of the Turkish Baabaw, who was taken with 
his fleet, by the Venetians at Lepanto — " Ships are lite 
" my master's beard ; you may cut it, but it will grow 
" again. He has cut off from your Government the 
" Morea, which is like a limb, that you can never re- 
" cover. And his words," added Franklin, " proved 
" true." 

Of stUl greater significance in this negotiation, was 
the illness of Lord Rockingham. He was only fifty-two 
years of age, yet his health had for some time been de- 
clining. He suffered from water on the chest, and was 
now, moreover, attacked by Lifluenza ; a disoiiJer of 
recent introduction, but at that period widely prevalent 
in London.* On the last — and indeed as it would seem 
the only — occasion during Ms own Ministry when Lord 
Rockingham took any part in the House of Lords — this 

• The first appearance of Influenza in London is described by 
Lord Cheatecfield, in a letter to his Sun (July 9. 1767). In June 
178S, Lady Rodney writes to her husband: — "This disorder haa 
" been so severe and so universal, tliat tJie public places have been 
" obliged lo bs shut up." 
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was on the 3rd of June — he declared himself so ill "that 
" at times he was not ia possession of himself." Still 
his friends were under no apprehensions of his danger, 
till near the end of the montii, when he grew much 
worse, and on the 1st of July he expired. 

On the day preceding his decease, the Cabinet having 
met without him, Fox pressed his colle^ues with moch 
eagerness, and for the second time, that in the negotia- 
tions at Paris the Bidependenc« of America might freely 
and at once be conceded, even without a treaty for a peace. 
But the majority of the Cabinet were for a treaty accom- 
panying the surrender of the claim, though perfectly will- 
ing that Independence should, in the first instance, ba 
allowed as the basis to treat on. This decision not com- 
ing up to Fox's views, he declared, with many expressions 
of regret, that his part was taken to quit hia ofBce, and 
that he held it on for the present solely in consideration 
of Lord Eockingham'a illness,* Thus, at the moment of 
the Prime Miniafcr'a decease, his Government was in 
truth ah-eady in a state of dissolution. It was plain that 
both the sections composing it, if even they could by any 
means be kept united, would at all events in the choice of 
his successor be warmly striving for tlie mastery. 

The King cut the knot asunder, Kext day, he sent 
for Lord Shelbume, and offered him the First Lordship of 
the Treasury ; an honour which the Earl saw no reason 
to declina But Lord Shelburne accompanied thia^ an- 
Qouncement with such communications to Fox as might, 
he hoped, make it not unwelcome. Lord Keppel, con- 
versing with the Duke of Grafton, only a few days after- 
wards, " acknowledged that the share of power offered 
" by Lord Shelburne was all that Mr, Fox could desire, 
" to assist his management of the House of Commons, 
" and was equal to anything that could in justice be re- 
" quested, or with propriety granted." But the great 
orator was not to be so appeased. He held a meeting 
with Lord John Cavendish and a few more of his close 
fi-iends, at which it was agreed to recommend the Duke of 
Portland to Hia Majesty, as the most fitting successor to 

e the extracts in my 
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Lord Rockingham. Failing to attain this object, Fox 
and Cavendi^ resigned, as did also the Duke of Portland 
at Dublin, and several in the lower ranks of office, more 
especially Burke and Sheridan, 

The conduct of Fox in these transaetions is not easily 
defended. He had broken with the Cabinet majority on 
a moat narrow point, on a mere splitting of hairs, and 
even on that point Lord Shelburne, it appears, was will- 
ing to give way. His other grievances against his brother 
Secretary, though we may allow them some degree of 
just foundation, appear greatly overstrained. Such is 
the case, even with the main one — the imputed failure 
of Shelburne to make known without deky the secret 
hints of Franklin on the subject of Canada, since might 
not those hints be best baffled the more secret and less 
official they remsined? Nay more, considering that Ame- 
rica was in the department which Lord Shelburne held, 
the truth really seems to be that, if one Secretary had 
cause to complain of the other for encroaching on his offi- 
cial province in the negotiations at Paris, that complaint 
which was made by Fox might more justly have pro- 
ceeded from his colleague. In the next place, had Fox 
desired to put himself in competition with Shelburne for 
the Treasury, his pre-eminent abilities and his well-won 
lead in the House of Commons would have warranted 
his claim. But to run all risks of discord and division 
by proposing another man whose main merit lay in 
this, that he was the I^ord of Welbeok, and had 
married a daughter of the House of Devonshire — 
to put forward in his own stead a mere Ducal puppet 
whose strings others were to pull — seems a course which, 
however conformable to the precedents of his party, was, 
and I trust ever will be, repugnant to the spirit of his 
nation. How true and just the reflection which, at that 
crisis, Horace Walpole makes : — "It is very entertain- 
" ing, that two or three great families should persuade 
" themselves that they have an hereditary and exclusive 
" right of giving us a head without a tongue I " * 

But further still, even if it was deemed indispensable 
that the choice should be confined to men of the highest 

" Letta; tothe Kot. W. Mason, July 10. 1782, ed. 18S1. 
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rank, one might have been selected far superior to Port- 
land, at least in t&lent and Parlitii]ieutar7 standing, though 
destitute of a Cayendish conueetion. The Duke of Eicli- 
mond, whom Fox and Burke now concurred in passing 
by, laight have been, at least, according to their own 
previous estimation, no unworthy chief. * 

It is, therefore, no matter of surprise that in the public 
opinion of the time. Fox was deemed to have no sufS- 
cient cause for throwing up his office, and breaking up 
his party. Many fewer placemen than he had expected 
joined him in his resignation ; many fewer independent 
Members approved it. Fox was further embarrassed by 
this difficulty, that in the causes he assigned he could 
not speak freely of the pending negotiations which were 
still mysteries of State. "Lord George Cavendish," 
wi-itea Walpole on the 8th of Juiy, " owned to me that 
" there might be reasons that could not be given. I 
" said : — ' My Lord, will worse reasons satisfy the coun- 
« 1 try ? ' " — And two days later Walpole adds : " They 
" will receive another blow as sensible as any they have 
" experienced. Sir Gteorge Savile disapproves their proud 
" letreat" 

The bu&mess of the Session had been already so far 
advanced, that the House could be prorogued on the 1 1 th 
after the required explanations. In these Eurke took 
part with a degiee of passion which approached to fury ; 
exclaiming that if Lord Shelbui'ne was not already a 
Catiline or a Borgia in morals, the cause could only he 
ascribed to his understanding ! But here the retort was 
easy, — since you thought him so why did you consent to 
serve in the same government? Shelbume himself in 
the other House spoke with spirit and temper. " It 
" would be strange indeed," he said, " if I had given up 
"to the two colleagues who have now thought proper to 
" retire all those Constitutional ideas which for seventeen 

* We find Bnrke, who was so leaAj to put aside tha Dnke of 
Eichmondin 1782, apeak of bim in 1780 with the utmost exuberance 
of eulogy. Coapiinghim with Savile, hetermathem "the firatmen 
" of tlieii- age and their countcj." (Corresp. vol. ii. p. 386.) In his 
pi-inoiples and public Tiena, as detailed from party, Burke ia always 
ndmirable; but whenever we come to persons, it is curious to compare 
his verdicts with those of posterity. 
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years I had imbibed from my roaster in polities, the 

late Earl of Chatham. That Noble Earl always 

declared that the country ought not to be governed by 

" any oligarchical party or family connection ; and that 

"if it was to be so governed, the Constitution must oi 

necessity expire. Oa these principles I have alwys 

« acted. They are not newly taten up by me for 

" ambitious purposes; and your Lordships may recollect 

one particular expression that in referring to them I 

used some time ago. I declared that I would never 

consent that the King of England should be a King 

of the Mahrattas ; — for among these Mahrattas the 

custom is, it seems, for a certain number of great lorda 

to elect a Peishwah, who is thus the creature of an 

aristocracy, and is vested with the plenitude of power, 

while their King is in fact nothing more than a Eoyal 

"pageant." . 

Lord Shelburne's new appointments were quickly 
made. Thomas Townshend and Lord Grantham became 
Secretaries of State, while the place of Lord John 
Cavendish as Chancellor of the Exchequer was much 
more than filled by Mr. Pitt. Lord Temple went to 
Ireland as Lord Lieutenant, taking with him as Secretary 
his brother William, afterwards Lord Grenville. But, 
on the other hand, Lord Shelbume had great difficulties 
among his old remaining colleagues. Some who had 
never belonged to the Eockingham connection were yet 
perplexed and grieved by the sudden disruption of a 
party so lately reunited. Lord Camden would only 
pledge himself to continue for three months, and the 
Duke of Grafton went into the country in no contented 
mood. Of the Eockinghams, Lord Keppel especially had 
been most reluctant to separate from Fox, but could 
not conscientiously, he thought, desert the naval sen-ice 
in the midst of the campaign. 

Our naval service was indeed once again in a perilous 
streight. The French Admiral De Guichen had formed 
a junction at Cadiz *ith the Spanish fleet under Don 
Luis de Cordova; and their united force, amounting to 
twenty-five sail of the line, approached the British 
Channel, capturing on their way eighteen merchant-men 
of the outward-bound Quebec trade. Just fears were felt 
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for the safety of the convoys then on their return from 
both the East Indies and the West At a Cabinet dinner 
given by the Duke of Grafton, " nothing," he declaim 
" could exceed the anxiety and uneasiness of both Lord 
" Keppel and General Conway on this state of things, 
" though they declared that their consolation was great 
" when they saw the spirit everywhere which brought 
" forward so great a naval force infinitely sooner than it 
" could have been expected." Early in July Lord Howe, 
who had just performed another important service by 
confining the Dutch to their harbouxa, was directed to 
issue forth from Portsmouth against the combined fleet. 
He had no more at bis first departure than twelve sail of 
the line, but aid was sent out to him as soon as possible 
in single ships ; and the Ministry placed a well-founded 
reliance on his j udgment and skill. So effectually indeed 
did he exert these qualities, that while be resti-ained the 
enemy from bringing bis inferior force to a general 
engagement, he protected from them the arrival of the 
JamMca convoy under Sir Peter Parker, and compelled 
them (the Spanish ships, moreover, being as usual ill- 
provided and unready), to steer back to tlie southward 
with all their objects unachieved. 

IiOrd Howe had no sooner come back from this 
successful cruise, thaa with equal sph'it he pressed the 
re-equipment of his fleet for another expedition in aid of 
Gibraltar. But the return of our ships to Portsmoutb, 
joyful as at first it seemed, was dashed by a grievous 
disaster which, though occurring in a peaceful harbour, 
equalled the worst calamities of war. The Eoyal George, 
of 108 guns, commanded by the gaUant Admii-al Kompen- 
feldt, was deemed the first ship in the British navy. It 
had home a conspicuous part in tlie celebrated action of 
Lord Hawke on the coasts of Brittany, and since that 
time bad been repeatedly the flag-ship of nearly all our 
great commanders. In order to stop a alight leak 
previous to a new expedition, it became necessary to lay 
this vessel slightly on her aide. But so little risk was 
anticipated from the operation, that the Admiral with 
his officers and men remained on board. Nay more, as 
is usually the ease on coming into port, the ship was 
crowded with people from the shore, especially women 



I > Google 



1782. LOSS OP THE EOYAL GEOUGB. 187 

and children ; and the number of the vromen only has 
been, computed at three hundred. Such was the state 
of things at ten o'clock in the morning of the 29th of 
August, the Admiral writing in his cabin and most of 
the people between decks, and it is supposed that the 
carpenters in their eagerness may have inclined the ship 
a little more than they were ordered, or than the com- 
manders knew, when a sudden squall of wind arising 
threw the ship fatally upon her side, and her gun-ports 
being open she almost instantly Med with water and 
went down. A victualler which lay alongside was 
swallowed up in the whirlpool which the plunge of so 
vast a body caused ; and several small craft, though at 
some distance, were in the most imminent danger. About 
three hundred, chiefly sailors, were able to save them- 
selves by swimming and the aid of boats, but the persons 
that perished — men, women, and children — though 
they could not be accurately reckoned, amounted, it is 
thought^ almost to a thousand. Of these no one was 
more deeply and more deservedly lamented than Admiral 
Kempenfeldt himself. He was held both abroad and at 
home to be one of the best naval officers of his time ; the 
son of a Swedish gentleman, who coming early into the 
English service generously followed the ruined fortunes 
of £s master, James the Second, but who aftei' the death 
of that monarch was recalled by Queen Anne, and who 
has been portrayed by Addison in his excellent sketch of 
Captain Sentry.* 

Of a similar kind, and at nearly the same period, was 
the disaster that befell the best of Rodney's prizes. They 
were on their way to England manned by English crews, 
when, shattered as they were already, a violent tempest 
assailed them, and they foundered at sea. Thus did we 
lose the much-desired sight of the noblest sign of our 
late successes, our great maritime trophy, the Ville de 
Paris. Tet the public concern at this mischance did not 
impair the burst of gratitude and joy with which Rodney 
was welcomed on his own return. Such enthusiasm, it 
is pleasing to record, was by no means confined to the 
rich and great. Thus Rodney having arrived at the 



tor, No. 2. Ann. Eegist. 17S2, p. 226. 



I > Google 



188 mSTORY OF ENGLAND. CHAP. LXVI. 

Bush TaveiTi, Bristol, and being sumptuously entertaiiied 
with his retinue, called next morning for his bill. " Your 
" Lordship foi^ets that you paid it beforehand, on tlie 
" I2th of April,"— was the answer of the worthy land- 
On the nth of September, Lord Howe having re- 
pnarcd his ships and increased them by divers reinforce- 
ments to thirty-four of the line, set sail for the relief of 
Gibraltar. During upwards of three years tdready had 
the rock-fortress been blockaded or besieged. In the 
summer of 1779, on the declaration of war with Spain, 
the Spaniards had seat out a squadron to intercept the 
supplies by sea, and had formed a camp at San Eoque for 
their attack by land. But the time was long past when, 
as in 1704, the place might be reduced in a single day. 
Now the works were strong ; the garrison was vigilant 
and numerous, exceeding 5,000 men; and approaches 
could only be made by a long and narrow strip of sand — 
the " Neutral Ground" — stretching from tlie foot of the 
almost perpendicular rock to the less towering heights 
that circle the bay of Algesiras. The Governor General 
Elliot was a gallant veteran, who, like the Duke of Wel- 
lington at a later period, had received his education at a 
Militaiy Academy in France. Ever resolute and ever 
wary, and prevailing by example as much as bj command, 
he combined throughout the siege the spirit to strike 
a blow at any weak point of the assaiiaiits, with a vigilant 
forethought extending even to flie minutest measures of 
defence. For example, the first month of the investment 
did not pass away without an order that henceforth, 
contrary to the usual practice, the troops should mount 
giiard with their hair unpowdered, — an order which 
might be deemed trifling at the time, but which after- 
wards proved of great value in husbanding the stoi-es. 

Before the dose of the year, as Elliot had anticipated, 
the garrison, and still more the inhabitants, were reduced 
to great distresses for provision. Thistles, dandelions, 
and wild leeks were for some time the daily nomishment 
of numbers. But in January 1780, they were relieved 
by the arrival of Sir George Rodney and liis victory over 

• Life tj- Mundj, yoL ii. p, 334. 
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Don Juan de Langara. Don Juan himself was brought 
a prisoner into the bay of Gibraltar, and conducted to 
lodgings in the town. One day, as it is recorded, the 
captive Spaniard went out in a boat to visit Admiral 
Digby, in whose ship was seri-tng one of the young 
Princes — the same who in after years became King 
William the Fourth, When Don Juan de Langara first 
came on board, he was presented in due form to the 
English Prince. But when the conference between the 
chiefs had closed, and it was intimated that Don Juan 
desired to return. His Royal Highness appeared in his 
character of midshipman, and standing before the two 
Admirals as they sate, aanouaced in the respectful tone 
becoming an inferior, that the boat was ready. The 
SpaniariJ surprised at seeing the son of a monarch acting 
as a petty officer, immediately exclaimed: "Well does 
"England deserve her superiority at sea when the hum- 
" blest stations in her navy are filled by Princes of 
"theBloodI"* 

On the departure of Rodney and his squadron, the 
Spaniards resumed their blockade, and in the course of a 
few months again reduced the garrison to atreights of! 
various kinds. The English were, however, relieved 
from time to time by the opportune arrival of some small 
trading vessels which contrived to elude the enemy's 
cruisers. Thus, in May, there came in a Moorish sloop 
from Malaga, freighted with butter, raisins, and leather. 
So scarce had the last of these become at Gibraltar, that 
several of the officers, and most of the men, had been 
obliged to wear shoes made of canvass with soles of spun 
yarn. But in the autumn, they lost the prospect of any 
farther Moorish supplies. The gold of Spain wrought 
so far with the Emperor of Morocco, that he prohibited 
the commerce with us in the strongest terms, even 
banishing Mr. Logic the Consul, and aU other English, 
from Tangiers. The prices of provisions at Gibraltar 
rose in consequence to an extravagant height. A goose 

* Some doubts having hen expressed ais to the truth of Ibis story, 
as related in Drinkwater's Sioge of Gibraltar (ch. iii.), it was referred 
to King Willisin himself In reply, a letter fi-om Sb Herbert Taylor, 
wi'itten by his Majeety's command, and dated March 24. 1835, 
deoiarca that " the anecdole is correctly staled in every respect." 
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sold for It 10s., a turkey for 21. 8s., and a pound of 
biscuit crumbs for ten pence or a shUling. The poor 
soldiers, and yet more the poor people, suffered groat dis- 
tress, in many cases aggravated by the horrors of the 
scurvy. Meanwhile the enemy made several attacks by 
means of fire-ships and gun-boats, besides the fire from 
their lines ; all these, however, were bravely encountered 
and successfully repelled. At length, in April, 1781, 
after many months of grievous scarcity, when the troops 
had been reduced to well nigh the lowest rations, and 
when many a heavy heart among them was turning 
towards home, there came to them once more the joyful 
hour of relief from England. They beheld with delight 
from their ramparts, one morning as the mist slowly 
rolled away, the flag ship of Admiral Darby steer into 
their bay, followed by several otlier men of war and by 
his eonvoy, consisting of near a hundred vessels laden 
with provisions and supplies. 

But their delight was not of long duration. The safe 
arrival of this second convoy convinced the Spaniards 
that they should never succeed in reducing the garrison 
by famine; and they had determined, if any such new 
succour should be brought, to relinquish the blockade, 
and commence some more active measures of aggression. 
Their preparations were already made ; and thus. Ad- 
miral Darby's fleet was scarcely moored, ere they opened 
a bombardment from their batteries. That bombardment 
they continaed for many days and weeks, long after the 
English stores were landed, and the English men of war 
had aaUed away. Besides the dam^e to the ramparts 
or the public buildings, great number of the houses in 
the town were set on fire and consumed, while others 
yielded to the masses of stone and rubbish which were 
loosened by the shells, and came toppling from the roclc 
Thus were laid open to view several secret magazines 
hoaided up by the lower class of traders, to be dealt out 
in scanty portions and at exorbitant rates. Itoused to 
fury by the sight, and still suffering from the privations 
which these supplies, if earlier disclosed, might have 
averted, the common men could not be restrained from 
havoc and plunder. First they drank freely at the wine 
and spirit stores — an excess which led of course to more 
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esceases still, " A great quantity of liquor," — thus 
writes one of their officers and the historian of the siege, 
Captain John Drinkwater, — " was wantonly destroyed, 
" and in some cases incredible profusion prevailed, 
" Among other insts^nces, I recollect seeing a party of 
" soldiera roast a pig by a fire made of cinnamon," 
There was need of great firmness combined with great 
temper and discretion in General Elliot to arrest without 
still worse consequences these dangerous disorders. 

It is remarkable, that while by the bombardment so 
many houses were destroyed, but few lives in com- 
parison were lost. So effectual was the protection 
afforded by the casemates, that although from the middle 
of April to the close of May, the enemy, as was com- 
puted, fired above 56,000 shot, and 20,000 shells, the 
garrison had no more than seventy slain. The Gro- 
vernor was indefatigable in repMring the breaches or 
other damage which the enemy's artiilery effected in his 
walls ; and though in most cases he reserved his fire, he 
poured it with the greater effect whenever any vulner- 
able point appeared. To defend himself i^ainat the 
gun-boats, — for these as well as the batteries took part 
in the bombardment, — he cut down several brigs into 
frames, mounting each with four or five pieces of heavy 

Discouraged at the slight progress which they made, 
the enemy slackened in their fire during all the summep 
months. ' But in the autumn they were observed to show 
the utmost activity in drawing nearer their approaches, 
and completing and extending their already formidable 
works. Of these and of the guards which manned them 
Elliot obt^ed accurate intelligence by means of a de- 
serter, and he formed his plans accordingly. At mid- 
night of the 26th of November, he directed a sudden 
sally, having kept his purpose a profound secret tiU after 
sunset the same evening. The body of troops sent forth 
amounted to 2,000 men, commanded by Brigadier Boss, 
but accompanied by the Governor himself. This bold 
and well concerted enterprise succeeded beyond the most 
sanguine expectations. The Spaniards, taken by surprise, 
fled on all sides ; and within aa hour, by the industry of 
the assailants, flames burst forth from every qnai-ter of 
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the works. The English regained their own strong hold 
in safety, first, however, spiking the artillery and laying 
trains which blew up the m^azines of gunpowder, and 
completed the destruction. So utterly unexpected was 
this onset, that there was found in the quarters of the 
Spanish commanding oflicer a report ready written, to 
be sent to hia General next morning, and stating that 
"nothing extraordinary has occurred," — a report in 
which, as Captain Drinkwater says drily, it must be 
acknowledged that the Spaniard had been a Kttle pre- 
mature. 

For several days the Spaniards appeared to be almost 
atupified by their surprise. Their batteries continued 
to burn, and they made no attempt to quench the flames. 
Eut in December, they slowly applied themselves to re- 
pair the smoking ruins, and their bombardment was 
r^umed, though by no means with the same vigour as 
before. Early in 1782, they were cheered by the news 
that Minorca had yielded to the Duke de Crillon ; and 
still more were their spirits raised when they saw De 
Crilloa himself appear among them, and assume the chief 
command. He was followed by a large body of hia 
victorious troops ; and the total force, French and 
Spanish, now combining against a barren rock, amounted 
to full 33,000 men, with 170 heavy pieces of ai-tillery. 
On the other hand, the garrison had been enabled, by 
means of succours from England, to repair, and more 
than repair, their recent losses. With eighty large 
cannon on their walls, they were now, including a marine 
brigade, upwards of 7,000 strong ; for the most part well 
inured to privation and fatigue, and sharing in the rs- 
solute determination of their chief te maintain at all 
hazards their post for Old England and the King. The 
eyes of all Europe, it may be said, were turned to this 
memorable siege. A nephew of the Coraican General 
Paoli, with some sixty volunteers, joined the ranks of 
the garrison ; while from Paris, two Princes of the 
Blood, the Comte d'Ar tois, and the Dake de Bourbon, 
set forth to join in the attack. King Gharles of Spain, 
though usually sedate, nay even phlegmatic in his 
temper, had grown so eager for the reduction of tliis 
fortress, that his first question in the morning as he rose 
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■was always, "Is it taken?" and on being answered in the 
negative, he never failed to add: "It soon will be 1"* 

The arrival of the French princes in the camp before 
Gibraltar was marked by an exchange of courtesies, 
honourable alike to both aides. On passing through 
Madrid, the Comte d'Artois had taken charge of a mail 
for the garrison, and on reaching the camp, transmitted 
the letters by a flag of truce. The Duke de Crillon, by 
the same occasion, sent over a present of fruit, game, 
and vegetables for the Governor's own table, promising a 
further supply, and desiring to know which kind lie liked 
best. The reply of General Elliot might well be taken 
for a model in such communications. Ho acknowledged 
his enemy's present in most grateful terms, but owned 
that in accepting it he had broken tlirough his resolution 
that he would never, so long as the war continued, re- 
ceive any provisions for his private use. "I confess" 
he added, "I make it a point of honour to partake both 
"of plenty and scarcity in common with the lowest of 
"my brave fellow-soldiers. This furnishes mo with an 
"excuse for the liberty I now take of entreating your 
" Excellency not to heap on me any more favours of this 
"kijid."t 

De Crilloa, on taking the command, had seen little 
prospect of prevaihng on the land side any better than 
those who had gone before him^ But he fixed his hoi>es 
on some floating batteries of new invention to be con- 
structed in the neighbouring port of Algesiras, by the 
Chevalier D'Ar9on, a French engineer of considerable 
reputation. These batteries, siud D'Ar^on, who had first 
contrived them, would be both impregnable and incom- 
bustible ! wholly bomb-proof at the top, and fortified on 
the larboard side with great timbers, to the thickness of 
six or seven feet, bolted vrith wood-work and covered 
with raw hides. They were to carry guns of heavy 
metal, and to be moored by iron chains within half gun- 
shot of the walls. There it was hoped, that silencing 

* Case's Bourbon Kings of Spain, toI. t. p. 121. 

f LetWc of the Duke de CriEon, Aagast 19. 1782, and the Go- 
vernor's reply of the next d»j-. It appoars from Ite Crillon's 
tetter, that General Elliot at .this time lived entirely upon vegc- 
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the English fire, and throwing forward mantelets to 
carry to the shore bodies of French troops, their assault, 
combined with another on the land defences, and covered 
by a fleet of men of war, could not fail to carry the place 
by storm. 

For several months did the port of Algesiras resound 
■with the.stir and din of this great armament. Ten large 
ships were cwt down as hases of the floating batteries ; 
200,000 cubic feet of timber were assigned for their con- 
struction ; and they were mounted with 142 pieces of 
artillery, exclusive of those on the laud side. Yet 
formidable as might seem such equipments, daily going 
on befoi-e his eyes, the Governor was in no degree 
dispirited. He continued with unremitting energy all 
his preparations for defence, placing especial hope in the 
system of red-hot balls, which were first devised and 
recommended by his Lieutenant-Governor, Boyd. To 
prepare them in sufficient numbers, there was a large 
distribution of furnaces and grates throughout the 
English troops. And so famihar did our soldiers grow, 
as was wished, with these new implements of death, thal^ 
in speaking of them to each other, their common phrase 
was " the roasted potatoes." 

Early in September the preparations of the French 
and Spaniards were almost completed, and in the second 
week their united fleet, so lately threatening the British 
Channel, sailed into Algesiras bay. It was thought 
desirable to proceed at once to the grand attack, so as to 
anticipate the arrival of Lord Howe. On the morning 
of the 13th, accordingly, the signal was given; and 
while from all the lines on shore was maintained the 
tremendous fire which they had opened for some days, 
the ten floating batteries from Algesiras bore down in 
admirable order for their appointed stations. Before ten 
o'clock they were anchored at regular distances within 
six hundred yards of the English works. Then com- 
menced a cannonade on both sides so fierce, so incessant, 
and &om such a number of pieces of artillery, as it is 
alleged had never been seen since the discovery of gun- 
powder. During many hours the attack and the defence 
were steadily mamtained ; no superiority as yet being 
seen on either side. The English fire was not silenced. 
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but, on. the other hand, it could by no means prevail 
against the massy and strong-built sea-towers. The 
heaviest shells rebounded from, their tops ; the red-hot 



Lon OH their sides ; or if 
kindled, it was at 
mes which they had on 



and it became apparent 
alia which had pierced 
ished. Before midnight 



balls seemed to make no impresaioi 
by these last a momentary spaik \ 
once subdued by the water-engim 
board. At length in the aftern 
their ordnance visibly slackened; 
that several of the last red-hot bi 
their sides could not be extinguisl 

the Talla Piedra, the strongest of the battering vessels, 
and the flag-ship, the Pastora, by her side, were in full 
flames, by the light of which the artillery of the garrison 
could resume its volleys and direct them with the surest 
aim. "The rock and neighbouring objects," says an 
eye-witness, "were highly illuminated, forming with the 
"constant flashes of our cannon a mingled scene of sub- 
"limity and terror." Six more of the battering shipa 
caught fire, and the question to the French and Spaniards 
upon them was no longer of victory or conquest but of 
life. Dismal shrieks were heard in the intervals of firing 
from the poor wretches who expired in the flames or in 
ihe waves : and numbers more were seen as they faintly 
clung to the sides of the burning vessels or floated on 
pieces of timber from the wrecks. More than sixteen 
hundred of the enemy are computed to Iiave perished. 
Much greater still would have been the havoc, but for 
the humanity of our countrymen — above all, of Captain 
Curtis with the sailors of the marine brigade, who no 
sooner saw the victory decided than they strEoned every 
nerve to save tlio vanquished. By their exertions 
between three and four hundred men were brought fo 
shore. Eight of the floating batteries were already con- 
suming or consumed ; it was hoped to preserve the two 
that remained as trophies, but unexpectedly the one burst 
into flames and blew up, and it was deemed requisite 
after a survey to bum the other. Thus did the morrow's 
sun, instead of still beholding those vast sea-towers 
which had so lately breasted the waves in all their pride, 
and "instinct with life and motion," shine only upon 
shattered bulls or stranded fragments from the wrecks. 
Thus did the Piflars of Hercules, so conspicuous as 
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emblems on the device of the Emperor Charles the Fifth, 
with their ancient motto, nec pltjs ultka; and borne 
by him upon his banners in the wars against King 
EVancis the First, now in British hands baffle and beat 
back all the endeavonrs of the heirs of Charles the Fifth 
and Francis the First combined ! 

The Chevalier d'Ar^on, the contriver of the whole 
design, so signally defeated, had been on board the Talla 
Piedra till past midnight, and wrote to the French am-^ 
baasador in the first hours of his anguish : " I have 
" burnt the temple of Ephesus ; every thing is gone, and 
" through my fault I What comforts me under my cala- 
" mity is, that the honour of the two Kings remains 
" untarnished." Honour, indeed, had not been lost, either 
by those Kings ra: by their subjects. Honour never can 
be lost where bravery is shown. But against such 
valiant and honourable foemen how nohly had England 
prevailed! The year had been commenced by French 
and Spaniards with the confident hope of profiting by 
our last reveraes in North America, and wresting from 
us both Jamaica and Gibraltar. Both attempts were 
made accordingly, with premeditation, -with skill, -with 
courage, but with what issue? Against the one England 
had stretched forth her sword, against the otter, her 
shield ; against the one there was Rodney's bold attack ; 
against the other, Elliot's resolute resistance ! 

Early in Octobei", Lord Howe entered the Streights in 
line of battle with his ships of war. The combined fleet 
in the bay, though superior in numbers, did not venture 
to engage him, and Lord Howe landed without hindrance 
at Gibraltar both a reinforcement of-men and a supply of 
provisions and stores. The siege, however, was conti- 
nued in name at least until the February following, when 
the news of peace arrived. Meanwhile in England there 
■was the unanimous desire to do honour to the gallant 
men Trho had so successfully maintained her cause. The 
thanks of Parliament were voted to the officers and 
privates of the garrison. General Elliot received the 
Order of the Bath, with which he was invested by eom- 
jnission upon the ramparts of the King's Bastion, in 
sight of the works which his prowess had preserved ; 
and on his return to England in 1787, the brave v ' 
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then seventy years of age, was raised to tlie peerage, as 
Lord Heathfield, of Gibraltar.* 

At Paris, the negotiations had been much impeded by 
the resignation of Mr. Fox, and the return of Mr. G-ren- 
ville. These eyents had in many miads cast a shade of 
doubt over the true intentions of the British Govern- 
ment. Lord Shelbume, however, renewed the most pa- 
cific assurances, sending to Paris in the pla«e of Mr. 
Grenville, and conjointly with Mr. Oswald, Mr. Alleyne 
Fitzherbert, well known in after years as Lord St. 
Helen's. These gentlemen acted in amity and concert 
■with each other, ajthough, strictly speaking, negotiation 
with America) was, as before, the province of Mr. Oswald, 
and negotiation with tlie European Powers the province 
of Mr. Fitzherbert. Dr. Franklin, on the other hand, 
had associated with him three other American Commis- 
sioners, arriving in succession ; first, Mr. Jay, from 
Spain, then Mr. Adams, from Holland, and, finally, Mr. 
Laurens, from London. 

It became, ere long, apparent to tbe British agents, 
that the Courts of France and Spain were by no means 
earnest or sincere in the wish for an immediate close to 
the war. With the hope of soon reducing Gibraltar, or 
of otherwise depressing England, they put forward at 
this time either inadmissible pretensions, or vi^uo and 
ambiguous words. It therefore became an object of great 
im.portance to negotiate, if possible, a separate pacifi- 
cation with America. At first sight, there appeared 
almost insuperable difSculties in the way of such a 
scheme. The treaty of alliance of February 1778, be- 
tween France and the United States, stipulated in the 
most positive terms, that neither party should conclude a 
pea^e or truce with England, unless with the consent of 

• The particulars of Ihis si^e are best learnt from the Jouniid of 
one of the officers serving in Ihe garrison, Caplain John Drinkwater, 
whose excellent narrative has been oilen reprinted, and is juEtlj 
esteemed. For tlie French and Spanish views of the same trans- 
action. Bee, amoiigec others, the Apology of Florida Blanca, printed 
in Coxa's Appendix (vol. v. pp. 243 — 268.), and the Voyage en 
Espagne(par Bourgoing), vol iii. pp. 219— 241., ed. 1789. "The 
" Spaniards speak of General Elliot with a spirit of enthusiasm," 
writes John Howard, ftom. Famplona, in April I7B3. See his Life 
by Field, p. 333. 
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tlio otlier party, first obtained. Since ttat time, the 
Frencli, far from falling short of their engagement^ had 
gone much beyond it. There was no longer the least 
foundation for the reproach which Franklin, with his 
usual felicitous wif^WM disposed to urge against them at 
the outset, as though too sparing of their means.* To 
say nothing of their despatch of a fleet aad array, and 
besides their annual loans and adTanc«s to the United 
States, they had made, in 1781, a free gift of six millions 
of Hvres, and in the spring of 1782, granted another to 
the same amount, t 

Ou the other hand, however, there, was a strong temp- 
tation to treat without delay. War, if still waged, would 
be mainly for French or Spanish objects. It could be 
made quite clear, that when once the independence of the 
Americans was fully established and secured, they had no 
interest any more than England in continuing an unpro- 
fitable contest. Moreover, there had sprung up in the 
minds of the Commissioners at Paris, a strong feeling of 
distrust and suspicion against all their new allies. That 
feeling we find most plainly expressed by Mr. Adams in 
relating his own conversations with Mr, Oswald. "You 
" are afraid," said Mr, Oswald to-day, " of being made the 
" tools of the Powers of Europe," " Indeed I am," said 
L " What Powers ? " said he. " All of them," said I. J 

But in the minds of the American Commissioners, the 
distrust against France was more vehement than against 
any other State. It had grown from no real root ; it 
was derived only from several slight inferences or con- 
jectures ; above all, as they stated, from a letter of M. de 
Marbois, Secretary of the French Legation at Philadel- 

* " Au commencement du eejour de M. la Dooteur FranHin i 
" Paris, et h tin diner de beaux esprits, un de ces Messienrs s'aviEe de 
" lui dire,—' D fant avouer. Monsieur, qne c'est un grand et snperba 
"'spectacle qne I'Amevique nous ofFre anjonrd'huL'^ — ' Oui,' rcpondit 
modeatement le Doctonc de Pliiiadelphie, ' raais les spectaieurs ne 
" 'paient pointl' — Us ont paj6 dopuial" (Memoires par Grimm et 
Diderot, toI. iL p. 112., ed. 1813.) 

f " This Court has granted ns six millions of livres for ttie cncrent 
" jear, but it will fall vastly short of onr occasions." (FrankJin to 
John Adams, Pnssy, April 20. 1782.) 

f ITii? was on the 18th of Hovember, 1782. Seethe "Diplo- 
" matic Correspondence " of the American Bevolnlion, vol. vL p. 483. 
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phia — a letter ■which spoke in disparaging terms of 
their claim upon the fisheries, and which having been 
intercepted, was shown by the English negotiators to 
Franklin and his colleagues. The best American writers 
of the present day acknowledge that all surmises thence 
arising were ia truth ill-founded; that the conduct of 
France towaj'ds the United States had been marked 
throughout not only by good faith and honour, but by 
generosity. And it is very remarkable that long before 
the letter of M, de Marbois was produced at Paris, — so 
early as July, 1782, — we find Mr. Oswald write pri- 
vately to Lord Shelburne, that " the Commissioners of 
" the Colonies have shown a desire to treat and to end 
" with us on a separate footing from the other Powers." * 

The separate negotiation thus arising was delayed, — 
first, by the severe illness of Dr. Franklin, and next, by 
some points of form in the commission of Mr. Oswald. 
When at length the more solid part of the negotiation 
was commenced, the hints of Franklin for the cession of 
Canada were quietly dropped, — with the greater ease 
from their having been transmitted in a confldential 
form. It is also worthy of note, that Lord Shelburne 
prevailed in his desire of acknowledging the independ- 
ence of the States by an article of the treaty, and not, as 
Fox had wished, by a previous declaration. This point, 
a thing of form merely, not of substance, was far from 
having the importance which Fox ascribed to it ; yet, so 
far as the two courses are compared, Loi-d Shelburne's 
appears the more natural and just in theory, and certainly 
in practice bore no evil fruit. 

The real difficulties of this treaty turned first upon the 
fishing grounds which the English were not willing to 
yield, but on which the Americans stood fii-m ; and se- 
condly, upon the question of the Loyalists or Tories. It 

* The public letters of Mr. Oswald since the change of Ministry 
were addressed in due course to Mr. Secretary Townsheiid. Those 
to Lord Slielbomc (besides the copies of some now with the rest at 
the State Paper Office) are preseiTed at Lansdowne House ; but their 
main passages have been, through Lord Lnnsdowue's permission, 
printed by Mr. Sparks, as notes to Frankliu'a Cocrespotidcnce. See 
especially vol. ix. p. 363. In Franklin's Life (p. 495.), Mr. Sparks 
is most clear and explicit in owning the perfect good faith of Cba 
S'rench Coiu't. 
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w t ^ht t b a mam object witli tlie Britisli 

Go 1 1 bt-un f [ossible, some restitution to the 

mnwh inp h tfr their continued allegiance to 
th E. 1 1 f und th property confiscated and their 
p h h d. But f m the flrat, Dr. Franklin held 

out no hopes of any satisfaction on this point. The Com- 
missioners, he said, had no such power, nor had even the 
Congress. They were willing that the Congress should, 
with oertMn modifications, recommend those indemnities 
to the several Statoa ; and as one of the negotiators from 
England telb us, they to the last " continued to assert 
" that the recommendation of the Congress would have 
" all the effect we proposed." * The British diplomatists 
persevered in their original demand, and at one time 
there seemed a probability that the negotiations might 
break off chiefly on this ground. Twice was Mr. Strachey, 
the Under Secretary of State, an able and experienced 
man, despatched to Paris to aid Jlr. Oswald with hia 
counsel and co-operation. But at last, the mind of 
Franklin, ever ingenious and fertile of resources, devised 
a counter scheme. He said that he would allow for the 
losses which the Loyalists had suffered, provided another 
account were opened of the mischief they had done, as of 
slaves carried off, or houses burned ; new Commissioners 
to be appointed to strike a balance between the two 
computations. At this formidable proposal, involving 
an endless train of discussions and disputes, the negotia- 
tors from England finaJiy gave way. 

Matters being thus adjusted, the Preliminary or Pro- 
visional Articles were signed at Paris ou the 30th of No- 
vember, by the four American Commissioners on the one 
side, and by Mr. Oswald on the other. These Articles 
" to be inserted in and to constitute the Treaty of Peace," 
said the preamble, " but which treaty is not to be coa- 
" eluded until the terms of a Peace shall be agreed upon 
" between Great Britain and France." By this limita- 
tion, in truth little better than an empty form, since the 
Provisional Articles were to be meanwhile binding and 
effective, the Americans were in hopes tfl avoid, or at 
least to soften, the resentment of their French allies. The 

* Mr, Strachey to Secretary Townsheiid, November 29. 1732. 
State Paper Office, and Appendix to tlie present volume. 
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first Article acknowledged in tlie fullest forms t!ie inde- 
pendence of the United States. The second fixed tlieir 
boundaries advantageously for them. The third gave 
their people the right to take fish on all the banks of 
Newfoundland, but not to dry or cure them on any of the 
King's settled dominions in America. By the fourth 
and fifth and sixth Articles, it was agreed that the Con- 
gress should earnestly recommend to the several legisla- 
tures to provide for the restitution of all estates bdong- 
ing to real British subjects who had not borne arms 
against them. All otlier persons were to be at liberty 1o 
go to any of the provinces and remain there for twelve 
months, to wind up their affairs, the Congress also reeom- 
mending the restitution of their confiscated property, on 
their repayment of the sums for which it had been sold. 
No impediment was to be put in the way of recovering 
EONi. FIDE debts ; no fur&or prosecutions wero to be 
commenced, no further confiscations made. It was lite- 
wise stipulated in the seventh and eighth Articles, that 
the English should at once withdraw their fleets and armies 
from every port or place which they still possessed 
within the limits of the United States ; and that the na- 
vigation of the Mississippi, from its source to the ocean, 
should be for ever free and open to both parties. To 
these provisions was added a secret article respecting 
the limits of West Florida, if, at the close of the war it 
should be, or be put, in possession of England. 

It is not to be supposed, that the French Government 
could view with unconcern the studied secrecy of this 
negotiation. The appearances of amity were indeed, for 
the sake of mutual interest, kept up on either side. But 
thus did the Comte de Vergennes unbosom himself in 
writing to tlie French Minister at Philadelphia: — "You 
" will surely be gratified as well as myseif with the very 
" extensive advantages which our allies the Americans 
" are to receive from the peace ; but you certainly will 
" not be less surprised than I have been at the conduct 

" of the Commissioners. They have cautiously 

" kept themselves at a distance from me. Whenever I 
" have had occasion to see any one of them, and inquire of 
" them briefly respecting the progress of the negotiation, 
" they have constantly clothed their speech in genocali- 
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ties, giving mc to understancl that it did not go foi-wai-d, 
and that they had no confidence in the sincerity of 
the British Ministry. Judge of my surprise when, on 
the 30th of November, Dr. Franklin informed me that 
the Articles were signed. The reservation retained on 
our account does not save the infraction of the promise 
which we have made to each other not to sign except 
conjointly This negotiation is not yet so far ad- 
vanced in regard to ourselves as that of the United 
States ; not but what the King, if he had shown as little 
delicacy in his proceedings as the American Commis- 
sioners, might have signed Articles with England long 
before them."* 

The meeting of Pai'liament had been appointed for the 
26th of November, but on the near prospect of bringing 
the peace to a conclusion, it was further prorogued to the 
5th of Iteeember ; the motive being made public by a 
letter from the Secretary of State to Uie Lord Mayor. So 
great was the public excitement at the news that the 
Funds underwent most violent fluctuations, sometimes to 
the extent of three per cent, a day, and from fifty-seven, 
which they had been at first, rising at one time to sixty- 
five, t At this period, the strength of parties, in Parlia- 
ment at leasti was described by Gibbon, aa follows : " A 
" certain late Secretary of Ireland " (Eden probably) 
reckons the House of Commons thus : Minister one 
hundred and forty ; Reynard, ninety ; Boreas, one hun- 
dred and twenty ; the rest unknown or uncertain. The 
last of the three by self or agents talks too much of ab- 
sence, neutrality, moderation. I still think he will dis- 
" card the game."! 

It was hoped that the French and Spanish preliminary 
articles might, like the American, be concluded before 
the 5th of December. M. de Kayneval, the principal 
Secretary under M, de Vorgennos, came to London, as he 

* This letter W M. de la Luzerne is dated Docember 19. 17S2,a™i 
printed at full length in franklin's Works, vol. ix. p. -152. For 
tJie American etate papers on this snbject, see the " Diplomatic Cor- 
" respondenoe " of their EeTolutioii as, published by Mr. Sparks, espe- 
cially ToL iv. p. 84., ToL X. pp. 12B and 187. 

f Letter of Eomilly, in the life by his Sons, vol. i. p. 847- 

J Letter to Holcojd, October 14. 1782. 
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had onco already, to quicken tfie negotiations. But tlie 
difficulties on the point of Gibraltar, proped as yet insu- 
perable, and thus at the meeting of Parliament, only one 
pacification could be announced. The King, in his open- 
ing speech stated, that he had gone the full length of the 
powers vested in him ty the Legislature, and ofiered to 
declare the Colonies in North America free and inde- 
pendent States by an article to be inserted in the treaty 
of peace — to which effect a provisional compact had been 
signed. And the King went on as follows, in weighty 
and memorable words : " In thus admitting their separa- 
" tion from the Crown of these kingdoms, I have sacri- 
" ficed every consideration of my own to the wishes and 
" opinions of my people. I make it my humhle and eam- 
" est prayer to Almighty God, that Great Britain may 
" not feel the evils which might result from so great a 
" dismemberment of the empire ; and that America may 
" be free from the calamities which have formerly proved 
" in the mother country how essential monarchy is to the 
" enjoyment of constitutional liberty. Eeligion, language, 
" interest, affections may, and I hope will, yet prove a 
" bond of permanent union between the two countries ; 
" to this end neither attention nor disposition on my part 
"shall be wanting." 

The Provisional Treaty, as recently signed, was not as 
yet laid before the Houses, but even its general announce- 
ment raised attacks upon the Government from the most 
opposite directions. In the Upper House, Lord Stormont 
violently censured the irrevocable concession of inde- 
pendence to American Conmiiasioners, acting, he said, — 
for so ill was he informed of the real facts, — under the 
guidance and direction of French councils. Lord Shel- 
bume defended himself as usual with eloquence and 
skill, but on a technical subtlety rather than on clear and 
broad grounds. The offer of independence, he ai^ued, was 
not irrevocable ; for, if France did not agree to peace, 
the offer ceased. In the Commons, Fox, on the con- 
trary, coptended that the acknowledgment of indepen- 
dence should have been the first st«p in the negotiation. 
Here, however, he was not supported by the other section 
out of power. Lord North, in his speech the first even- 
ing, owned that he could not look upon the formal final 
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renunciation, of our ancient sovereignty as warraiited 
without making it at least tiie price of peace. And 
when, a few daya afterwards, Fox moved for copies of 
such parts of the Provisional Treaty as related to the 
recognition of American independence, he was followed 
into the lobby by no more thau 46 gainst 219. 

Great intemperance of language was indulged in by 
the Opposition Whigs. Burke on the Export described 
the King's Speech as a medley of hypocrisies and non- 
sense, and Fox added that he detested as much as he 
despised it They also took especial pleasure in taunting 
the Prime Minister with the words used by him in a for- 
mer year, that whenever the independence of the Colonies 
was granted, the sun of England would have set. Yet, 
if more fairly viewed, where lay the inconsistency ? Or 
is there any concession so disastrous but it may at length 
be wrung from the moat honest Minister by the exigency 
of public affairs ? In his first speech, when he succeeded 
to the Treasury last summer, Lord Shelburne had, as it 
were^ anticipated this attack, by adverting to his own 
past words, and declaring that the opinion which they 
stated was unchanged. But he had added, that however 
great might be the blow to England, he should, far from 
giving way to despair, endeavour to strain every nerve, 
and improve every opportunity, to prevent the Court of 
France from being in a situation to dictate the terms 
of peace. Thus, he said, although the sun of England 
would set with the loss of America, it was his resolution 
to improve the twilight, and prepare for the rising of 
England's sun again!* 

On the 23rd of the same December, the Houses having 
adjourned for a month of Christmas Eecess, the Govern- 
ment made great exertions that, before they met again, 
the negotiations with Spain and France might be brought 
to a successful close. Spain was most eager to regain 
Gibraltar by treaty, since she could not by force of arms; 
and France desired to support, her in that pretension. 

* Spe«di in the House of Lords, July 10. 1782. The original 
ssnset speech visa delivered March 6. 1778. So early as January25. 
1781, however. Lord Shelburne declared that he " had waked from 
" aiose dreams of British dominion." See Pari. Hist. yoL xix. p. 
850., vol. xxi. p. 1036., und vol. xxiii. p. 194. 
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Lord Shclburae, on his part, was not unwilling to yield 
the Took-fortresa in exchange for the island of Porto 
Eico, whicli waa deemed by him a satisfactory equivalent, 
and which might probably be wrung from the Court 
of Madrid, altliough its ambassador at Paris had declared 
in the first instaac€ tliat both Cuba and Porto Eico must 
be numbered as among " the limbs of Spain."* In the 
less importance which Lord Shelburne appears to have 
attached to Gibraltar as an English possession, he did no 
more than follow the views of Lord Chatham, Lord 
Stanhope, and other eminent Ministers of England, since 
the Peace of Utrecht. But he encountered great dif- 
ficulties in his own Cabinet, Several of his colleagues, 
the Duke of Grafton more especially, insisted that Trin- 
idatl, at least, should be added to the ofiers of Spain, f 
Moreover, the much coveted fortress had become en- 
deared to the English people, since it had been 8o 
gallantly defended by their arms. When on the 5th of 
this month, the seconder of the Address in the House of 
Commons, Mr. Henry Bankes, had let fall some hints of 
the cession, probably by the express desire of Lord Shel- 
burne^ Fox had thundered against the bare idea of such 
a scheme. With these obstacles, some not wholl;^- ex- 
pected, full before him, the Prime Minister relinquished 
all thoughts of an equivalent, and intimated to the Court 
of Spain that no terms would tempt the British nation 
to give up Gibraltar. Such was the resentment of King 
Charles and of his Ministers at this reply, that they spoke 
of nothing less than an immediate renewal of the war. 
But finding their French allies disinclined to back them 
further, and softened in some degree by the ofier of East 
Florida, in addition to the western districts of that pro- 
vince, which their troops had already overrun, they sent 
in at last a sullen acquiescence. Thus on the 20th of 
January, Mr. Fitzherbert was enabled to sign, at Ver- 
sailles, Preliminaaies of Peace with the Comte de Ver- 
gennes, as Minister of France, and also with the Comto 
d'Aranda, as ambassador from Spain. 

• Mr. ITitzherbert to Xord Granthsim, October 38. 1782. State 
Paper Office, and Appendix. 

■j- MS. Memoirs of the Duke of Grafton. See in my Appendix, 
the estract headed " DiTisionE ia Lord Shelbume's Cabinet." 
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By the treaty with France, tlia right of that Power to 
fish off the coast of Newfoundland and on the Gulf of St. 
Ijawrence, was re-established on the same footing as in 
the treaties of Utrecht and of Paris, but with a clearer 
definition of the limits and the additional cession from 
England of the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon. In 
the West Indies, England restored St. Lucia and ceded 
Tobago, gaining back in return Granada, St. Vincent, 
Dominica, St. ITit's, Nevis, and Montserrat. In Africa, 
England yielded the rirer Senegal with its dependencies 
and forts, and likewise the island of Goree, retaining the 
possession of Fort James and of the river Gambia. In 
India, the French recovered Chandemagore and Pondi- 
cherry, as also Mah^ and the Comptoir of Surat, with 
securities for their commerce, and liberty fo surround 
Chandemagore with a ditch for draining the waters. At 
home, they were gratifl.ed with the abrogation of all the 
articles in the treaty of Utrecht relative to the demoli- 
tion of Dunkirk. 

By the treaty with Spain, King George ceded the 
island of Minorca and both the Eloridas, while King 
Charles guaranteed to the English the unmolested right 
of catting logwood in a district of which the boundaries 
were to be fixed, and agreed to restore Providence and 
the Bahama isles. But this last article proved of small 
account, since, as it chanced, before the final suspension 
of hostilities the Bahamas were as easily recovered as 
they had been easily lost. 

With the Dutch, a truce only was for the present con- 
cluded ; but within a few months a treaty was settled on 
the basis of mutual restitution, excepting the town of 
Negapatam, which Holland ceded. 

Such were the conditions — said Mr. Pitt in his great 
speech to vindicate them — the conditions— the ruinous 
conditions forsooth ! — to which this country, engaged 
with four powerful states in close alliance, and exhausted 
in all its resources, thoiight fit to subscribe for the disso- 
lution of that alliance and the immediate enjoyment of 
peace. Apart from the party-spirit, the vehement party- 
spirit, of the day, it might be natural for men flushed 
with the recent glories of Elliot and Rodney to call out 
for better terms. But they did not know how much in 
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this unequal contest the sinews of the body-politic had 
been tried and strained- They did not know, as Mr. 
Pitt set forth, that while every ship of war which could 
be spared was sailing with Lord Howe for the relief of 
Gibraltar, the Baltic fleet, almost as valuable as Gibraltar 
itself, since it contained all the materiala for future war, 
was on its way to England wholly unprotected, that 
twelve Dutch sail of the line had lain in wait to intercept 
it, and that it passed by them through some almost 
inexplicable stroke of fortune. They did not kuow, that 
eselusive of the annual services the unfunded debt at 
that tinie was not less than thirty millions, or that the 
Ministers had found, on careful inquiry, a force of three 
thousand men the utmost which could be safely sent from 
this country on any foreign expedition. With these 
facts before us, and after such reverses as those at 
Saratoga and York-town, can it be fairly denied that the 
terms of the peace, though no doubt unfavourable, were 
adequate to any just pretensions we might form ? Or is 
there the smallest reason to suppose, that if either Lord 
Worth or Mr. Fox had been Prime Minister instead of 
the Earl of Shelbume, any better conditions could have 
been obtained ? Let it alio bo remembered, that in the 
case of the United States and of the island of Minorca, 
we did no more than concede in form what we had 
already lost in fact ; and that as to Dunkirk, wo only 
removed a prohibition still galling to French pride and 
no longer needful for our own security. That haibour 
was first an object of jealousy when vessels were con- 
structed of far inferior draught ; and the ablest seamen, 
as the first Lord Hawke, had judged that no skiU or 
expense would enable it to receive a fleet of the line. 

How little such considerations weighed with heated 
partisans— how soon after the 27th of January, when 
copies of all three Prehminary Treaties were brought 
down by Mr. Secretary Townshend, both the party 
leaders in the Comroons, Lord North and Mr. Fox, 
leagued together against them — how, from a new and 
strange coalition an ill-formed and ricketty government 
struggled into life — how the King chafed at the 
dominion, so long eluded, of the Great "Whig Houses — 
and how, before the close of the year, His Majesty waa 
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again Bet free — are events that I shall leave to another 
historian, or certainly at least, to another history. It 
remains for me here to state, that the new administra- 
tion, earnestly, as was its duty, pnrsaed the conclusion 
of the definitive treaties. In the place of Mr. Oswald 
and of Mr. Fitzherbert, each of whom was deemed too 
much " Lord Shelbume's man," Mr. David Hartley and 
the Duke of Manchester were despatched to Paris. 
Between Mr, Hartley and the American Commissioners, 
articles of commercial intercourse were discussed at 
some length but without result. No blame whatever 
should attach to Mr. Fox who directed these negotia- 
tions, since, as it appears, he was desirous " to give as 
" much facility to the trade between the two countries as 
"is consistent with preserving the principles of the Act 
"of Navigation."* Yet Lord Shelbnme always eon- 
tended, that these commercial propositions would have 
thriven better had they been still confided to his care. 
Certain it is, at least, that in general Lord Shelbomo 
had the lai^r and the clearer views of commerce. He 
was a warm and zealous disciple of Adam Smith, while 
Fox had turned but little thought to questions of political 
economy, and never so much as read the " Wealth of 
" Nations." f 

The commercial propositions failing, the negotiators at 
length resolved, that IJie definitive Peace with America 
should be nothing beyond a transcript of the Provisional 
Articles, Thus, also, the Duko of Manchester had not 
been able to effect any materia! change in the Preli- 
minary Treaties with France and Spain; but it was 
^reed that, for the sake of compliment, the Emperor of 
Germany and the Empress of Russia should be named as 
Mediators. On this footing, the three definitive Treaties 
with America, France, and Spain were signed ; the former 
at Paris, and the two others at Versailles, but all three 

* These are Mr. Fox's own words, in a letter to the King, of April 
8, 1783. " Memorials," hy Lord John Eussell, vol. iL p. 122., a pub- 
lication, let me here add, of essential ynlne to History. 

t This was owned by himself, with his usnal manly frankness, to 
Mr. Charles Butler, See the Eominiseenoca of the latter, vol. i 
p. 176. ed. 1824. 
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on the same day, the 3rd of September — tliat anniversary 
so memorable in. the hfe of Cromwell, * 

The coat of this war became a painful yet necessary 
consideration at its close. In 1774, near eleven milliona 
of the National Debt had been paid off during as many 
years of peace. Tet the capital then still amounted to 
almost 136,000,000£ la 1785, after all the floating debts 
were funded, the Wational Debt, exclusive of terminable 
annuities, had grown to upwards of 238,00O,O00£ During 
the same period, the war expenses of France have been 
loosely estimated at seventy, of Spain at forty, and of 
HoUand at ten millions sferling.f 

It was not till the spring of 1785, that Mr. John 
Adams, — named by the United States their first Mi- 
nister at the Court of their former Sovereign — arrived 
in London, or "was presented at St. James's. There, on 
the 1st of June, attending the King's Levee in due form, 
he was led by lord Carmarthen as Secretary of State 
into the ICng's Chamber. " I think myself more for- 
" tunate than all my fellow- citizens," said Mr. Adams to 
the King, " in having the distinguished honour to be the 
" first to stand in your Majesty's Koyal presence in a 
" diplomatic character ; and I shall esteem myself the 
" happiest of men if I can be instrumental in recom- 
" mending my countey more and more to your M^iesty's 
" Eoyal benevolence." " Sir," said George the Third, 
in answer, — and with that answer the narrative of this 
great war may most worthily conclude, — " I wish you 
" to believe, and that it may be understood in America, 
" that I have done nothing in the late contest but what 
" I thought myself indisjwiisably bound to do by the 
" duty which I owed to my people. I will be very 
" frank with you. I was the last to consent to the se- 



• Oq the 3rd of September CroQiwell gained the vicfoiy of Dun- 
1mr; a year aftBrwards lie obtdned his " crowning merer " ^Wor- 
cester; and a few years after, on the same day which lie had over 
esWemefl the most fortunate for Mm, he died. See the fine stanzjis 
on this subject in the fonrth canto of Childo Harold (Ixx.xY. hcccvi.), 
with the note annexed. 

t Mncpherson's Annals of Commerce, vol. iii. p, 408. anfl. toI. iv 
p. 93. ed. 1805. 

VOL. VII. P 



Hcssdb, Google 



210 

" paration ; but the separation having been made and 
" having become inevitable, I have always said, as I say 
" now, that I would be the .first to meet the friendship 
" of the United States as an independent Power." * 

* John Adama to Secretary Jay, Juno 2. 1785, as printed in 
the Diplomatic Correspondence, anil in Adams's collecled Works, 
voL Tizi. p. 255. Mr. Adams adds; "llio Kng was indeed much 
" affected, and I confess I was not less eo." 
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CHAPTER LXVJL 



Whenever, in any modern History of England, an at- 
tempt Las been made to combine, year by year, the trans- 
actions in Europe and in India, the result, it may bo 
said without presumption, ia seldom satisfactory. Such 
frequent breaks in the narrative, and changes in the 
scene, — with so thorough a difference in race and lan- 
guage, in religion, and in laws, — may fulfil the duty of 
aa annalist, bat not, as I conceive, the higher aim of an 
historian. Avoiding tliat error, as on full reflection I 
believe it t« be, I design in this and the following 
Chapter, and in a connected series, to pursue the sketch 
of British India, which in two former Chapters I com- 
menced ; and to bring down its tele to that period de- 
cisive of its welfare, when, in the autumn of I'ZSS, the 
Ministry of Fox and North not only judged it right, but 
found it necessary, to propose, in some or other form, a 
new measure for the government of our Eastern empire. 
The victories of the English in India, during Chatham's 
first administration, left to them a power great indeed, 
and nobly won, bat as yet ill-administered and insecure. 
They had struck down their European rivals at Pondi- 
eherry, at Chandemagore, and at Chinsura. They had 
shot high above their titular li^e-lords in tho Deccan 
and Bengal. Of Bengal, indeed, they were in truth tha 
masters, since Meer Jaffier, as their tool and instrument, 
sat enthroned on the Musmid of that province. On the 
other hand, they had no longer a chief of genius and of 
energy to guide them. The principal authority, since 
the departure of Clive, had devolved on Mr. Henry 
Vansittart, the father of the late Lord Bexley, a man of 
good intentions, but of moderate capacity. Thus the 
discipline of the victors was relaxed by their own sue- 
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cesses. Thus their rapine ceased to be checked hy a 
strong hand. Alinoat every Englishman in Bengal began 
to look upon speedy enrichment as his right, and upon 
the subscrvieat natives as his prey. 

Nor was it long ere a growing difference sprung up 
betiveen them and their new Nabob. So early as the 
autumn of 1760, Meer Jaffier was found to engage in 
cabals against the Company. Mr. Vansittai't and Colonel 
Caiilaud deemed it necessary to advance with a few- 
hundred of their troops to Cossim-Bazar, a suburb of 
Moorshedabad, beyond the river. They gave in their 
terms to Meer Jaffier, Meer JafBer wavered and 
wrangled. Without fui-ther delay, he was surrounded in 
his pSace at the dead of night, compelled to resign the 
Government, and then, at his own request, permitted to 
retire to Fort William, under the protection of the 
British flag ; while his son-in-law, Meer Cossim, was in 
his stead proclaimed the Viceroy of Bengal.* 

According to a compact made beforehand with the 
English, Meer Cossim forthwith yielded to them, as the 
price of their assistance, both an amount of treasure and 
an increase of territory. But his temper, which was 
bold and active, and by no means scrupulous, chafed at 
these sacrifices. Still less could he brook the oft-repeated 
acts of insolence and rapine of the gomastaes, — the 
native factors or agents in the British pay. Ere long, 
therefore, he took some measures to shake off his subjec- 
tion. He removed his Court from Moorshedabad to 
Mongbir, two hundred miles further from Calcutta. He 
increased and disciplined his troops. He imprisoned or 
disgraced every man of note in his dominions who had 
ever shown attachment to the English. He began to 
enforce against the private traders the revenue laws, 
from which they claimed exemption. Angry disputes 
arose above all with the numerous English factwy at 
Patna. Mr, Yansittart repaired to Monghir in the hope 
to avert hostilities. He concluded a treaty, agreeing that 



* " The removal of Jaffier was an iU-sdvised measure haiE 

" Ciive remained in Bengal, there ivould probably have been no rero- 
" Intion." (Note by Professor H. H. Wilson, to Mr. Mill's Hislory, 
Tol. !ti. p. 310. ed. 1840.) 
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liis countrymen should pay tte inland duties to the 
amount of nine per cent. ; sind not refusing on that 
occasion a present fo himself of seYen Laes of Eupees 
from Meer Coasim, But the Council of Calcutta voted 
the terms dishonourable. As a last effort to avert 
hostilities, another deputation ivas sent from Calcutta to 
Monghir. At its head was Mr. Amyatt, one of the 
principal members of the CounciL Not only, however, 
did these gentlemen wholly fail in their mission, but 
while passing the city of Moorshedabad on their way 
back, they were inhumanly murdered by a body of 
Cossim's own troops. After such an outrage, peace was 
no longer possible. Thus, in the summer of 1763, war 
again commenced, the Council of Calcutta resolving to 
depose Meer Cossim, and proclaiming the restoration of 
Meer Jaffier, 

The British forces that took the field in this campaign 
amounted at first to sc^l^,LIy moie than 600 Europeans, 
and 1,200 Sepoys. With thcae, however, their com- 
mander, Major Adams, obtiuned rapid and great suc- 
cesses. He drove the enemy from their strong-holds, 
entered Moorshedabad, gained a battle on the plains of 
Geriah, and, after a nine days' siege, reduced Monghir. 
Nothing was left to Meer Cossun but Patna, and even 
Patna he perceived that he should not be able to maintain. 
Accordingly, he prepared for flight to the dominions of 
his powOTul neighbour, Sujah Dowlah, the Nabob of 
Oude. But first he wreaked his vengeance on the 
English by an act of savage barbarity, second in its 
horrors only to those of the Blaek Hole. His prisoners 
of the factory at Patna exceeded one hundred and fifty 
persons. They comprised many peaceful traders, they 
comprised one infant child. All these the tyrant indis- 
criminately doomed to death — the Massacre of Patna, as 
it has ever since been termed. For his purpose Meer 
Cossim found a congenial instrument in one Sombre, 
otherwise Sumroo, a Frenchman by birth, and a deserter 
from the European seivice. This wretch gave his 
victims a significant though trivial token of their coming 
doom by sending, in the first place, to seize and carir off 
all their knives and forks, which might have been 
weapons in their hands. Nest day, the 5th of October, 
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ill t!ie evening, was the time of slaughter. Then the 
prison-house was surrounded by Sumroo and hia band. 
Then the butchery of the prisoners was begun. It is 
said that they made all the resistance in their power, by, 
throwing bottles and stones at their murderers.* But, 
of course, in vain. Some wei-e cut to pieces with 
sabres, others shot down with musketry, and then bar- 
barously mutilated. In both cases, the mangled limbs 
were flung into two wells, which were afterwards filled 
up with stones. Of the whole number of intended 
victims, only one was spared i a surgeon known to the 
Nabob, and WiUiam Fullarton by name.f 

The reduction of Patna by the English, which speedily 
followed the atrocious act within its walls, completed 
their conquest of Bengal. Under their auspices, Meer 
Jaffier was once more proclaimed aa Nabob throughout 
the province. But, meanwhUe, the thrusting forth of 
Meer Cossim — the dispossession by an European force 
of one of the native Princes — seemed to the latter an 
act far more atrocious than the Massacre of Patna. It 
gained favour for the exile at tho Court of Oude ; and 
the Court of Oude was then among the most powerful in 
India. Sujah Dowlah, besides the resources of his own 
vast province, could wield at hia pleasure the authority, 
slender though it might be, that yet adhered to the Im- 
perial name. The titular Emperor of Delhi, Shah Alum, 
had taken refuge with him, and had named him his 
Visier. Shah Alum, in real truth, was an esile and a 
wanderer, his very capital, Delhi, being held against him 
by Mahratta invaders, and half laid in ruins by their 
fury; but amidst every privation, in the eyes of the 
people he was still the " Great Mogul." 



* Scott's Bengal, p. 427., and Thornton's History of India, vol. i. 
p. 448. But Mr. Thornton appears in error of two days as to th.e 
date of iliis la^nsaction. 

t The narrative of Mr. Eolliu-ton, as the sole survivor of tie 
Massacre, and aa addressed to the Board at Calcutta, is (for what- 
ever reason) extremely meagre. E is printed in the Third Report 
of ttie East India Committee, 1778, So. 62. Of bia earlier letter, 
dated Nov, 3, 1T63, in which he seems disposed to avoid aa; narra- 
tive at all, I obtained a MS. copy from the India House, through 
Ihe kindness or my Mend Sir James Weir Hogg. 
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Thus combining, the three princes advanced at tlie 
head of an army well provided with artilleiy, and which 
numbered 50,000 men. On the other aide, the English 
with their utmost exertions could bi-ing into the field no 
more than .8,000 Sepoys and 1,200 Europeans, Their 
commander, Major Adams, having died, his pla^e was 
filled by Major, afterwards Sir Hector, Munro. But such 
in their ranis was the state of insubordination, nay, even 
mutiny, that the new chief found it necessary to make a 
most severe example of the ringleaders. He began by di- 
recting four and twenty native soldiers to be blown from 
the mouth of cannon. On this occasion, a touching incident 
occurred. When the orders were lirst given to tie four 
of these men to the guns from which they were to be 
blown, four others of the soldiers stepped forward and 
demanded the priority of suffering as a right, they said, 
which belonged to men who had always been first in the 
post of danger ; and the claim thus preferred was allowed. 
An officer who was an eye-witness of the scene observes : 
" I belonged on this occasiou to a detachment of marines. 

They were hardened fellows, and some of them had 

been of the execution-party that shot Admiral B jng ; 

yet they could not refrain from tears at the fate and 
" conduct of these gallant grenadier Sepoys. " * 

Having thus in some measure, as he hoped, awed the 
disaffected, Munro led his troops to Buxai, a position 
above Patna, more than one hundred miles higher up the 
Ganges. There, in October 1764, he was attaclied by 
the army of Dude. The battle was fierce, but ended in 
a brilliant victory to the English ; the enemy leaving 
130 pieces of cannon and 4,000 dead upon the field. 

On the day after the battle, Shah Alum, having with 
some followers made his escape from the army of his own 
Visier, drew near to the English camp. So long aa he 
had been dependent on the Durbar of Oude, the English 
had shown little willingness to acknowledge his authority, 
but no sooner did he join their ranks and appear a ready 
instrument in their hands, than he became to them at 
once the rightful Sovereign of Hindostan. They con- 

* Memoir by Captain Williams, aa cited in Mslcolia'e Life of Clive, 
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eluded a treaty witli him, lie undertaking to yield them 
certain districts, smd they to put him in. possession of 
Allahabad and the other states of the Nabob of Oude. 

The battle of Buxar, though so great a victory, did 
not decide the war. Major Munro failed in two attempts 
to storm the hiU-fort of Chunar on the Ganges, ~ a fort 
in which aU the treasures of Cossim ■were thought to be 
contained; and Sujah Dowlah obtained the aid of 
Holkar, a, powerful Mahratta chief. Kevertholcsa he 
sent to sue for peace. But Munro refused all terms, unless 
both Cossim and Sombro were first given up to punish- 
ment. Nor was hia purpose changed by the offer of a, 
large sum of money for himself. With a higher spirit 
than Vansittart's, he cried ; "If the Nabob would give 
" me all the Lacs in his treasary, I would make no peace 
" with him until he had delivered up those murdering 
" rascals ; for I never could think that my receiving 
" eleven or twelve Lacs of Rupees was a sufficient atone- 
" meat for the blood of those unfortunate gentlemen at 
" Patna." 

Sujah Dowlah thought his honour concerned iipon the 
other side. He refused to surrender the two exiles, but 
proposed an expedient altogether worthy an Asiatic 
Prince, that lie would give secret orders for the assas- 
sination of Sombre, in the presence of any person whom 
the English General might send to witness the deed. 
That expedient being, of course, rejected, the war was 
resumed. A new tide of successes poured in upon the 
English. Early in 1765, they reduced the fortress of 
Chunar, scattered far and wide the force of the enemy, 
and entered in triumph his great city of Allahabad. 

Through all these last years of strife it is gratifying 
to observe, not merely the valour, but also the mercy 
and forbearance, of the English owned, at least in 
private, by their enemies. The skill of Oriental scholars 
has laid open to us the records of a Mussulman historian 
of that period — the eye-witness, in some part, of the 
scenes which he describes: "It must be acknowledged," 
says he, " to the honour of those strangers, that as their 
" conduct in war and in battle is worthy of admiration, 
" so, ou the other haud, nothing is more modest and 
"more becoming than their behavionr to an enemy. 
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Whether io the heat of a«tion, or in the pride of success 
and YJctory, these people seem to act entirely accord- 
ing to the rules observed b^ onr ancient chiefs and 
heroes." But at the same time, and, no doubt, with 
equal truth, this historian cannot forbear lamenting the 
grievous suffering and misrule endured by the helpless 
Bengalees after the departure of Lord diye. " Oh Gtod I " 
thus in another passage citing the Koran, he concludes : 
" Oh God ! come to the assistance of thy afflicted 
" seiYants, and deliver them from the oppressions they 

Meanwhile, the transactions in India which followed 
the departure of CHve had produced no slight amount of 
discord and cabals in England. These were heightened 
by the want of any strong and well-framed authority in 
either country for Eastern affairs. In India, whether at 
Calcutta, at Madras, or at Bombay, the Governor was 
entitled to no more thaa one voice in the Council, with 
the advantage, should the numbers be found equal, of 
a second, or the easting vote. Moreover, the three Pre- 
sidencies being as yet upon an equal footing, and with no 
central seat of power, were constant rivals, each envious 
of the other's successes, each believing that undue favour 
■was accorded to the rest. In England, the whole body 
of twenty-four Directors was renewed by annual election. 
On such occasions, and indeed on many others, the India 
House became the scene of the most violent debates, and 
the keenest party-struggles. There were pai-ties formed 
on every sub-division of selfish interests ; the party of 
Bombay, the party of Madras, the party of Bengal, the 
party of Mr. Sulivan, the party of Lord Clive. Greater 
tlian all these, perhaps, in point of numbers, was the 
party anxious only for the high rate and the punctual 
payment of their Dividends. Nor were these cabals 

* Seir MJitaiiiaTeen, ToL ii, pp. 10a.andI66. These curious con- 
temporary annals were written in Persian by Gholam Hossein, a 
nobleman of India., and tirst translated into English by a renegade 
Frenchman, who took the name of Haji Mustapha. Hie translation, 
which is now before me, was pabliBliod at Calcutta in 1789, and 
compriises tliree quarto volumes. Another vei'sion has been, under- 
taken by Coiond Briggs, in two volnmss ; of which, however, only 
the first (London, 1S32,) has appeared. 
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altogether nnconnectecl. witli the greater parties in the 
State. Mr. Sulivan, the paramount Director until the 
appearance of Clive, was supported hy Lord Bute. Clive 
at that time was a follower of Pitt. Thus no one incen- 
tive to violence and rancour was wanting from these 
contests at the India House. At that time every stare 
of 500?. conferred a vote, and the manufactory of fictitious 
Totca was carried on to a gigantic scale. Clive, accord- 
ing to his own account, spent in this manner no less a 
sum than 100,000/.* It was not till 1765, that this evil 
practice was arrested by an Act of Parliament, which 
required that each Proprietor, before he voted, should 
take an oath that the Stock entered in his name was 
really and in truth his own, and had been so for the last 
twelve months. 

Sulivan and Clive had. not at first heen enemies. But, 
as Clive complains, in a private letter : — " Sulivan has 
" never reposed that confidence in me which my services 
" to the East India Compaay entitle mo to. The conse- 
" i^ueiice has been that we have all along behaved to one 
" another like shy cocks ; at times, outwardly expressing 
" great regard and friendship for each other."-f Besides, 
there was a great divergence in their views of Indian 
affairs. Sulivan was disposed to favour the gentlemen of 
Bombay, and Clive the gentlemen of Bengal. Sulivan 
looked mainly to commerce, and Clive mainly to empire. 
At last, an open breach ensued between them. In 1763, 
Clive made a desperately fought attempt to oust Sulivaa, 
and SuUvan's friends, from the Direction. He failed ; 
and the new Directors revenged themselves by confis- 
cating, contrary to law, the Jaghire, or domain, which 
had been bestowed upon liini by Meer Jaffier. It became 
necessary for Clive to seek relief by a Bill in the Court 
of Chancery. 

Snch was the petty warfare raging at the India House, 
when ship after ship from Bengal brought news of the 
growing disorganization of the British power, of misrule 
and plunder by its servants, of renewed hostilities with 
the native princes. It began to he felt on all sides that 
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the crisis called foi' Clive, — tliat he alone could order 
the confusion and allay the atorm. So strong was this 
feeling in his favour as to carry every thing before it At 
a meeting of tha Proprietors, held early in the spring 
of 1764, they proposed to the Directors the immediate 
restitution of the disputed Jaghire, and the appointment 
of Lord Clive as both Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
of Bengal. Clivc, who was present, rose to speak. . " It 
" would be vain for me," he said, « to exert myself as 
" I ought in India, if my measures are to be thwarted 
" and _ condemned at home, under the influence of a 
" Chairman who is known to he my personal and invete- 
"rat« enemy. It is a matter of indifference to me who 
"fills the Chair, if Mr. Sulivan does not; but if he does, 
"I must decline to go." Some reply was attempted 
by Mr. Sulivan, even amidst the uproar which ensued. 
He endeavoured to point out the jealousies and heart- 
burnings which the nomination of Lord Chve might 
radse among the chiefs already in command. But the 
tumult around him, if it did not drown hia voice, at least 
overruled his argument: The Directors found them- 
selves, though most unwillingly, compeUed to appoint 
Lord Clive to both the offices desired. It was now 
within a month of the annual elections; and Clive, 
in conformity with what he had declared at the last 
meeting, resolved to abide their issue before he made his 
decision. The 25tli of April was the day of contest. 
Mr. Sulivan had prepared a list of twenty -three Directors, 
which he supported by the strenuous exertion of his fol- 
lower^ but at the close, he had not carried more than 
half his number, and was himself saved from exclusion 
by only a single vote. 

Dnder these circumstances, not only the Chairman, 
but also the Deputy-Chairman, was chosen from among 
Clive's friends. The new Board of Directors, moreover, 
conferred upon him extraordinary powers. Aided by a 
Committee of persons of his own naming, he was made, 
unlike the other Governors, independent of hia Council. 
CHve embarked with the fuU purpose to use his powers 
most firmly — to curb and to crush at once the abuses which 
prevailed. One of his letters, written on ship-board, 
speaks as foDows : " Give me leave now to lead you for 
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" a few moments ialo tlie civil department. See irliat 
" iin Augean stable is to he cleaned ! The confusion we 
" behold, what does it arise from ? Rapacity and luxury ; 
" the unwarrantable desire of many to acquire in an 
" instant what only a few caa or ought to possess. Every 
" man woiild be rich without the merit of long services ; 
" and from this incessant competition, undoubtedly springs 
" that disorder, to which we muat apply a remedy, or 
" be undone ; for it is not only malignant, but con- 
" tagious."* 

In May 1765, after a long protracted passage, Clive 
landed at Calcutta. There ho found another, a receat 
aad a glaring, instance of the abases which he came to 
quelL Meer Jaffler had lately died, and a question had 
arisen respecting his inheritance. One party at hia 
Court declared for his base-born son, and another for his 
legitimate but infant grandson — the child of Meeran, 
who had been struck dead by lightning some years before. 
Both parties appealed to the Council at Calcutta, but 
tlie Council viewed it only as a matter of bargain and 
sale. They found it easiest to make terms with the ille- 
gitimate pretender. He was proclaimed as Habob of the 
province, while they received from him, and divided 
among tbemselves, the sum of 140,000^1 Sach a course 
was directly ia the teeth of recent orders from home, 
binding the servamla of the Company for the future to 
accept no presents from the native princes. And Clive 
might justly complain, not only of the transaction itself^ 
but also of the headlong haste with which, in order to 
avert his interference, it had been determined. As he 
writes to one of the gentlemen concerned in the igno- 
minious bargMn : " There could have been no danger in 
" declining an absolute conclusion of the treaty until our 
" arrival, which you know was expected every day." f 

No time was lost by Lord Clive in assembling the 
Council, showing them the full powers of his Committee, 
and announcing his peremptory will One member, Mr. 
Johnstone, who had been foremost among the now Nabob- 
, attempted a faint demur. " Do you dare to 
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" dispute our authority ? " asked Clive haughtily. " I 
" never had the least intention of doing such a thing I" 
answered the affrighted Johnstone. "Upon this" — as 
Clive in one of his private letters tells the stoiy — '.'there 
" was aa appearance of very long and pale countenances, 
" and not one of the Council uttered another syllable." 
Elsewhere he adds : " We arrived on Tuesday, and ef- 
"feeted this on Thursday" — and in the interval Clive 
had to read over and make liimself master of all the 
recent Minutes of proceedings.* 

On the landing of Clive, the war with the native 
princes was by no means over. Sujah Dowlah lay en- 
camped on the borders of Bahar. He was reinforced by 
bands both of Mahrattas and of Afghans, and wished to 
try the issne of another battle. But the name of Clive 
sounded terrible in his ears. No sooner did he learn 
that the victor of Plassey had again set foot in India, 
than he determined on unconditional submission. He 
informed Meer Cossim and Sombre that he could no 
longer protect them, and connived at their escape — the 
one seeking shelter among the Eohillas, the other among 
the Jauts. Then, dismissing his followers, he repaired 
to the camp of the English, and declared himself ready 
to accept whatever terms of peace they might impose. 

To adjust these terms. Lord Clive himself repaired to 
Benares. The design of the Coancil of Calcutta while 
they pursued the war, had been to wrest from Sujah 
Dowlah the whole or greater part of Oude. But such 
were not the views of the new Governor. Instead of 
aiming at new conquests, it was wiser, lie thought, in 
the firat place to secure those already gained by a firmer 
and sounder tenure, " Let us gusird," he said, " against 
" future evils, by doing for ourselves what no Nabob 
" will ever do for us."! On this principle he acted. To 
Sujah Dowlah, who continued to bear the rant and title 
of Visier, he gave back the greater part of Oude. He 
reserved only the two districts of Coraii and Allahabad 
as an Imperial domain for Shah Aliun, to whom it was 
also agreed that the Company should make from theii- re- 

i. pp. 321. and 324, 
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venues an. annual payment of twenty-sis: Lacs of Rupees. 
On the other hand, he obtajned from the fallen Emporor 
a HEWANNEB or public Deed, conferring on the English. 
Company the sole right of administration throughout the 
provinces of Bengal, Orissa, and Bahar. 

In this transaction, as in almost every other in India 
during the same period, it is striking how wide was the 
interval between nominal authority aad effective power. 
Here we find the heir of Aumngzebe treated with as 
though still supreme, as though able at his pleasure to 
bestow upon the Europeans, or to withhold from them, 
the exercise of sovereignty in tliree great provinces. 
Yet at this very time, so low had his fortunes fallen, as 
to leave him destitute of even the common trappings or 
appurtenances of high state. During the solemn cere- 
mony of the investiture, it was an English dining-table, 
covered over, that formed the Imperial Throne ! * Such 
was the prince, of whom the English in India continued 
to call themselves the vaaaals, whose coin they struck 
at their mint, whose titles they bore upon their public 
Seal. 

In this transaction, though it manifestly set aside the 
authority of the Musnud at Moorshedabad, there was no 
objection raised by the youug Nabob. With him, as 
with most Asiatic despots, the contingent future was but 
an empty name ; and his desire to obtain a iixed and 
regular income, no longer to be embezzled or diverted hy 
his Ministers, overbalanced every other consideration in 
his feeble mind. As Lord Clive writes to Mr. Verelst : 
" He received the proposal of having a sum of money for 
"himself and his household at his wiO with infinite 
" pleasure, and the only reflection he made upon leaving 
"me was; 'Thank God! I shall now have as many 
" ' dancing girls as I please I '" f 

The spacious views of Clive, on the contrary, went 
far beyond his treaty or his time. As he writes to the 
Directors, we find lum urge proposals, ail of which have 
since been carried into effect, but several not until a long 
course (which his foresight would have spared them) of 
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discord and confusion. We find him recommsnd that 
the Gtovemor of Bengal should have & larger salary, but 
be restrained from trade — that Calcutta should be made 
the chief seat of the governmenT of India — that a 
Gfovernor-General should be nominated with the power, 
in cases of emergency, to take his deciaon independent 
of the-Council. In a private letter to the Deputy-Chair- 
man, he combats the anxiety resulting from such vast 
provinces to govera beyond so many thousand miles of 
sea : " With regard to the magnitude of our possessions 
" be not staggered. Assure yourself that the Company 
"must either be what they are or be annihilated." But 
even without any view as to the future, ajid looking 
solely at the present. Lord Clive might boast, that by his 
treaty he iiad secured to his countrymen a net revenue 
annually of 2,000,000?. He might boast, that he had 
freed them from any further dependence on the character 
or the conduct, the intrigues or the cabals, of the 
successive heirs of Meer Jaffier, whom he reduced, in 
fact, to little more than high pensioners of state. 

Nevertheless, it formed a part of tlie policy of dive, 
that the whole detail of the revenue department should 
sfill, for some time at leasf^ be directed by a native Prime 
Minister, resident at Moorshedabad but responsible only 
to Calcutta. Two competitors appeared for this great 
office — Nuncomar at the head of . the Brahmins — 
Mahomed Eeza Khaw at the head of the Mussulmans. 
There seemed a manifest advantage in preferring the 
former, as representing by far the greater numbers in 
race and in religion. Such was also the desire of Clive. 
But on full examination it appeared that the character of 
Nuncomar was stained by more than one act of fraud 
and even forgery. Moreover, at this very time, as Clive 
complains, he was seeking to establish a most pernicious 
influence on the mind of the young Nabob. "It ia really 
" shocking," writ«8 the hero of Plassey, " what a set of 
"miserable and mean wretches Nuncomar has placed 
" about him ; men who the other day were horse-keepers," 
On the whole, therefore, after great deliberation, the 
choice of Clive fell upon Mahomed Eeza Elan. 

Having thus dealt with the Hindoos, Clive applied 
himself to the Europeans. He exacted from tlie civil 
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8 of tho Company a ■written covenant, pledging 
them to accept no future presents from tie native princes. 
Many murmured, some resigned, but no one dared to dis- 
obey. Another measure which Clive considered most 
essential, and found moat difficult, but which he succeeded 
in enforcing, was, to debar the men in high places from 
private trade, granting them, as some compensation, a. 
share in the salt monopoly. With respect to the military 
officers, Clive announced his intention to deprive them of 
the large dole or additional allowance, whidi, under the 
name of double batta, had been granted them by Moer 
Jaffier after the battle of Rassey, but which, as Clive 
had always explained to them, could not, in all proba- 
bility, be continaed by the Company. In fact, the Court 
of Directors had wsued the most positive orders that the 
Double Eatta should be discontinued. These orders had 
been several times repeated, but the remonstrances of the 
army had hitherto prevented the Governor and Council 
from giving them effect. For, according to the bitter 
sarcasm hurled against them at a later period, the military 
could not behold without a " virtuous emulation " the 
"moderate gains" of the civil service.* In abolishing 
their Double Batta, Clive had to encounter, not remon- 
strances merely, nor dissatisfaction, but even mutiny. 
Nearly two hundred officers, combining together, bound 
themselves by an oath of secrecy, and undertook to fling 
up their Commissions on one and the same day. It added 
not a little to the dangers of the league that it was, 
though in private, instigated by no less a man than Sir 
Kobert Fletcher, the second in command to Clive, who 
had headed the troops, and with success, in the last 
campaign. Each officer separately pledged himself under 
a bond of SOOl. not to resume his Commission, unless the 
Double Batta was first restored. la support of those 
who might be cashiered, a subscription was begun in 
camp, to which subscription, it is said, that no le^ than 
16,000/. were added from the angry civilians at Calcutta, 
The idea of the conspirators (for surely they deserve 
no milder name) was that in a country lite India, — held 

' Speech of Burke on Ms. Tos's East India BUI, 
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solely by the sword, — Clive could not dispense witli their 
services even for a single day, and must succumb to their 
demands. Far from daunted, however, Clive set off in 
person for the camp at MoEgliir. Tie heavy rains and 
the stifling heat delayed his progress ; and he was further 
weighed down by an illness, resulting from fatigue of 
body and anxiety of mind. But his spirit never for one 
instant quailed. On his arrival, he assembled aad 
addressed the offtcers and men, pointing out to tJicm the 
gailt of their course on public grounds. The points that 
merely touched himself he passed by with generous disdain. 
There were two officers accused of declaring that they 
■would attempt to stab or shoot him dead ; and words to 
that effect were certainly used, though as certainly pro- 
ceeding only from the heat and folly of the moment. 
.Clive declared most justly that he gave no belief what- 
ever to any such design. He was well assured, he said, 
that he was speaking to Englishmen and not assassins. 
Several of the officers were touched and reclaimed by his 
manly firmness. Several others, though but few, had 
stood by him from the first. The Sepoys, who had ever 
looked up to him with especial reverence, and comprising 
some perhaps of the same men who had offered to give 
up for him their rice at Ajcot, cried out that nothing 
should make them swerve from their English hero, — 
Sahut Jung.* Clive, on his part, declared that nothing 
should make him swerve firom his fixed purpose. If 
necessary, he would send for other officers from Madras. 
If necessary, be would summon clerks at their desks 
(such as in his outset he bad been) to serve as soldiers. 
He would do all or any thing rather than yield to mutiny. 
Thus, whUe indulgent to the younger and less expe- 
rienced ofScers, and willing to receive their tokens of 
contrition, he ordered the ringleaders into arrest, and 
sent them down the Ganges for trial at Calcutta. He 
did not shrink even from the bold measure of cashiering 
his second in conmiand. 

His letters to the members of his CouQoil at Calcutta 
breathe a no less determined tone. " I tell you again ; 
" remember to act with the greatest spirit. If the ci- 

* See vol. iv. p. 326. 
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" viliana entertain the offlcei'! diBmiaa them the service ; 
" and if the latter behave with ineoleHce or are re&ae- 
" tory, make them all prisoneia and confine them in the 
" new fort. If you Lave any thing to apprehend, write 
" me word, and I will come down instantly and bring 
" with me the Third Brigade, whose officers and men can 



r dupon 

By such firmness was averted the shame of a success- 
M mutiny, — a shame which, in Clive's own strong lan- 
guage, all the waters of the Gauges could never wash 
away. The privates showed no disposition to support 
their officers, and scarce any of the latter but displayed 
symptoms of repentance. Of the chiefs of the mutiny at 
Monghir, who were sent away in boats for trial, many were 
seen to embark with tears in their eyes. The younger or 
less guilty officers, who at the outset had been threatened 
with death if they drew back, now pleaded with the 
greatest earnestness to be aUowed to recall their resigna- 
tions. In most cases, but always as an act of grace and 
favour, their humble supplications were allowed, while 
the remwning vacancies were filled by a judicious choice 
of subalterns, 

All this time the conduct of CHye was giving a lofty 
example of disregard to lucre. He did not spare Ills own 
personal, resources, and was able some years afterwards 
to boast in the House of Commons, that this his second 
Indian command had left him poorer than it found him. 
His enemies might indeed observe, that the virtue of dis- 
interestedness is not so hard to practise when a fortune 
of forty thousand pounds a year has been already gained. 
Yet stiU the fact remmns, that when presents from one of 
the native Princes laid the foundations of his wealth the 
practice of receiving them was both usual and allowed, 
and that when it ceased to be at least the latter ho stood 
firm against all temptation. In vain did the Rajah of 
Benares press upon him two diamonds of large siae. In 
vain did the Nabob Visier produce a rich casket of jewels 
and offer a large sum of money. Lord Clive, thus wrote 
an officer by no means his friend from India, might then 
have added at least lialf a million to his fortune ; and we 
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may further note, that the receipt of such gifta might 
have probably remauied a secret, since even their refusal 
was not known until after hia decease. 

In the corrections which Lord Clive applied to both 
the civil and military services, and in his general course 
of policy, he had, on some points, no more than fulfilled the 
positive instructions of the Court of Directors. On other 
points he obtained their entire approbation. But there 
were one or two besides on which he did not shrink from 
the painful duty of daring their displeasure, and standing 
firm against their peremptory orders. On the whole it 
may be said, that his second command was not less im- 

Sjrtant for reform than his first had been for conquest, 
y this, the foundations, at least, of good govermnent 
were securely laid. And the results might have been far 
gx-eater still, coiild Chve hare remained longer at his 
post. But the burning climate, combined with ceaseless 
anxiety and toil, had grievously impaired his health. In 
December, 1766, we find him during several weeks dis- 
abled from all writiug, and at the close of the ensuing 
month he found it necessary to embark for England. He 
left the government to a man of no more than average 
ability — Mr. Verelst ; yet under him there stiO continued 
the impulse given by a stronger hand. 

At this period, tlie main point of interest changes from 
the Presidency of Bengal to the Presidency of Madras. 
There, the English were becoming involved in another 
war. There, they had now, for the first time, to encoun- 
ter the most skilful and daring of all the enemies agmnst 
whom they ever fought in India — Hyder Ali. He was 
of humble origin, the grandchild of a wandering pakie 
or Mahomedan monk. Most versatile in his talents, 
Hyder was no leas adventurous in his career ; by turns a 
private man devoted to sports of the chase, a captain of 
fl-eebootera, a partisan-chief, a rebel gainst the Rajah of 
Mysore, and commander-in-chief of the Mysorean army. 
Of this last position he availed himself to dethrone and 
supplant his master. Indeed, during his whole course, 
we seldom find him either reslrained by scruples or bound 
by promises. One single instance of the kind will sufB.ce 
to paint his character. A Brahmin, Khonde Eow by 
name, at one time his close confederate, but afterwards 
« 2 
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his enemy, haying taken tlie field against him, was re- 
duced to the point of surrender. The Rajah and the 
ladies of the palace sent a joint message to Hyder, plead- 
ing for their Mend the Brahmin, and inquiring what 
tei'ms he might expect. " I will not only spare his life," 
said Hyder, "but I will cherish him like a parroquet" 
Nevertheless, no sooner was the Brahmin in his hands 
than he was treated with the utmost rigour, and impri- 
soned for the remainder of his life in an iron cage. When 
Hyder was therenpon geotly reminded of his promise, he 
answered, that he had literally kept his word, referring 
in proof to the cage in which the captiye was confined, 
and to the rice and milk allotted for his daily food ! * 

Pursuing his ambitious schemes, Hyder Ali became, 
not merely the successor of the Rajah, but the founder of 
the kingdom of Mysore, From his palace at Seringapa- 
tam, as from a centre, a new energy was infused through 
the whole of Southern India, By yarious wars and by 
the dispossession of seyeral smaller princes, he extended 
his frontiers to the northward, nearly to the river Kistna. 
His posts on the coast of Malabar, Mangalore especially, 
gave him the means of founding a marine ; and he ap- 
plied himself with assiduous skill to train and discipline 
his troops according to the European models. The En- 
glish at Madras were roused by his ambition, without as 
yet fully appreciating his genius. We find them at the be- 
ginning of 1767 engaged, with little care or forethought^ 
in a confederacy against him with the Nizam and the 
Mahrattas. Formidable as that confederacy might seem, 
it was speedily dissipated by the arfa of Hyder. At the 
very outset, a well-timed suWdy bought off the Mahrattas. 
The Nizam showed no better faith ; he was only more 
tardy in his treason. He took the field in concert with 
a body of English commanded by Colonel Joseph Smith, 
but soon began to show symptoms of defection, and at 

• Colonel Wilts's Historicid Sketches of ihe Sonth of India, voL 
i, p. 434. Sir John Malcolni, in his first mission to Tehci'au, gives 
an aocovml of Tootee, a young dajicing-^J from. Shirai, and o 
favourite of the Shah. " Tootee" adds Sn John; " is the Persian 
" word for a parrot, a bii'd which is proverbial in Persian tales for 
"its knowledge nod habits of attaelmient." (Sketclies of Persia, 
p.S2l.,ed.lS45.) 
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last drew off his troops to join the army of Hyder. A 
battle ensued near Trineomalee, in September, 1767. 
Colonel Smith had under him no more than 1,500 Euro- 
peans and 9,000 Sepoys ; while the forces combined on 
the other side were estimated, probably with much exag- 
geration, at 70,000 men, Neyertbeless, Victory, as iisud, 
declared for the English cause. The Nizam in this action 
showed himself destitute alike of conduct and of courage. 
At the outset, he had valiantly cried : " Sooner than 
" yield, I would share the fate of Kazir Jung." • Tet 
within an hour afterwards, the Indian prince was in full 
gallop to the westward ; and his troops proved perfectly 
worthy of such a chief. Almost the only instance of 
spirit in his army was displayed by one of the ladies of 
Ms palace. These he liad brought with him on a train of 
elephants, as spectators of his expected triumph. In his 
own panic be ordered that these elephants also should be 
turned for flight. Then, from one of the covered cano- 
pies a woman's voice was heard : " This elephant has not 
" been taught ao to turn ; he follows the standard of the 
" empire." Accordingly, though the English shot was 
falling thick around her, the female assertor of the 
honour of the empire would not allow her elephant to be 
drawn aside until first the standard had passed, f 

On the other hand, the troops of Hyder AH both then 
and afterwards, dispHyed not me ely tl e efiecfa of a 
braver chief and of a bette di c pi ne but also the ener- 
gies of a robuster race The peoj le w th n the Ghauts 
or hill-passes of Soi the n India thou h far below the 
moantain races of Afghan are yet far sujierior to the 
Hindoos of the plains In these the deb acy of limbs 
and the softness of m scles mustbeieeko el-unong the 
foremoat causes of heir failure on a ba t e-field. In 
these, the utter want of s eng h n the r bodily organi- 
sation is only, on some occas on anl fo some purposes, 
redeemed by its supplene It h h n o puted, that 
two English sawyer c j erto m n one day the work 
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of fcbirty-twolndiaais. Yet, as the same authority assures 
us, see the same men as tumblers, and there are none so 
extraordinary in the world. Or employ them as messen- 
gers, and they "will go fifty miles a day for twenty or thirty 
days without intermission.* 

Our victory at Trineomalee produced as its speedy con- 
sequence a treaty of peace with the Nizam. Hyder was 
left alone ; but even thus proved fully a match for the 
English both of Madras and of Bombay, The latter had 
fitted out a naval armament which, in the course of the 
winter, reduced his sea-port of Mangalore and destroyed 
his rising Seet. Against these new enemies Hyder, like 
some wild beast at bay, made a sudden bound. Leaving 
to the eastward a force sufficient to employ and delude 
Cobnel Joseph Smith, he silently descended the western 
Grhauts, and in May 1768, at the very time when least 
expected, appeared before the gates of Mangalore. The 
English garrison taken by surprise, hastily re-embai-ked 
in boats, relinquishing all their artillery and stores, and 
leaving also more than two hundred sick and wounded 
to the mercy, or rather the politic forbearance, of their 
crafty foe. 

Eetuming to the eastward, Hyder All continued to 
wage the war agiunst Colonel Smith ; inferior on any 
field of battle, but prevailing in wiles and stratagems, in 
early intelligence, and in rapid marches. He could not 
be prevented from laying waste the southern plains of 
the Camatic, as the territory of one of the atauncheat 
allies of England, Mahomed Ali, the Kabob of Arcot 
Through such ravages, the British troops often under- 
went severe privations. Moreover, Colonel Smith was 
trammelled hy the same system so often and so justly 
complained of in the wars of Mai-lborougb — the appoint- 
ment of field-deputies. Two members of the Council of 
Madras had been sent into his camp with full powers to 
control — that is, to clog and thwart — his operations. 

At length, in the spring of 1769, Hyder Ali became 
desirous of peace, and resolved to extort it on favourable 
terms. First, by a dexterous feint he drew off the 

n Mb Historical Fr^ments of the 
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Britisli forcea a tundred and forty miles to the eouthward 
of Madras. Then suddenly, at the head of five thousand 
horsemen, Hyder himself appeared at St. Thomas's 
Mount, within ten miles of that city. The terrified 
Members of the Council already, in their miad's eye, saw 
their country-houses given up to plunder and to flame, 
and were iittle inclined to dispute whatever might be 
asked by an enemy so near at Land. Happily his terms 
were not high, A treaty was signed, providing that a 
mutual restoration of conquests should take place, and 
that the contracting parties should agree to assist each 
other in all defensive wars. 

In the career of Hyder Ali, this was by no meaas the 
first, nor yet the last occasion, on which he showed 
himself sincerely desb-ous of alliance with the English. 
He did not conceal the fact, that, in order to maintain 
his power and secure himself, he must lean either on 
them or on the Mabrattas. He would have preferred 
the first ; it was the vacillation and weakness of the 
council at Madras that drove him to the latter. Finding 
his overtures of friendship slighted, he took his part, as 
always, decidedly and boldly. He becajne, even in the 
midst of peaee, a known and ardent enemy of the English 
raee and name ; ever wafeliful for any opening to assail 
them ; ever ready to league himself against them with 
the Mahratta chiefs at Poena, or the French Governors 
at Pondieherry. 

It was no common enemy whom the Madras traders 
(who could, at that period call them statesmen ?) thus 
neglected or defied. The vigorous administi-ation of 
Hyder at his Court of Seringapatam, has been closely 
viewed and well described by more than one Eurojiean 
. in his service. Like the other Indian Princes, he was 
addicted to licentious pleasure. Unlike them, he was 
never enslaved by it. Many of his leisure hom-s were 
passed in the company of dancing giils. To intoxication 
likewise he was often prone; and onemstance is recorded, 
how, in that state, he was seen by his whole Court to 
seize and most severely cano his grown-up son, Tippoa 
It may be added, that, on common occasion", his toilet 
took up a considerable poition of his time. But na 
sooner did any peril threaten, or any object of ambition 
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rise in view, than all siieli habits of indulgence were 
promptly cast aside ; and Hyder passed whole days and 
nights untired in his council- chambers, or on horseback 
with his cftTaliy. At all times he was most easy of 
aflcesa ; freely receiving all those who desired to see him, 
except only &e Fakirs ; a significant token of the degree 
of esteem in which he held his grandfather's profession. 
From all others he quickly drew whatever information 
he desired; and in dealing with them, manifested the 
keenest insight of their various characters. So far had 
his education been neglected, that he could neither read 
nor write. He made no later attempt at scholarship, but 
relied upon the powers of a most retentive memory, and 
upon a shrewdness hard to be deceived. He might be 
careless of his people's welfare for their sake, but he 
ansaoualy sought it for his own ; he knew that to make 
them prosperous would, beyond all other causes, make 
him powerful ; and thus through the wide extent of the 
kingdom that he founded, he never fMled to guard them 
from all vague depredation or inferior tyranny. 

By such means did he who had first set forth as a 
freebooter, with one or two score of followers, leave 
behind him at his jMsaceful end a well-appointed army ot 
a hundred thousaad soldiers, a^id a treasure of three 
millions sterling. Yet, prosperous as he seemed, Hyder 
was not happy. It is recorded of one of his attendants, 
that after watching for some time his shore and uneasy 
slumbers, he ventured at his waking to inquire of his 
dreams. "Believe me, my friend," said Hyder, "my 
" dominion, envied though it may be, is in truth far less 
" desirable than the state of the Togebs (the religions 
" mendicants) ; awake, they see no conspirators ; asleep, 
" they dream of no assassins ! "* 

. In this war with Hyder, the English had lost no great 
amount of reputation, and of territory they had lost none 
at all. But as regards their wealth and their resources, 

• The eharaeter and habits of Hydet Ali are described in Ma His- 
tory by M, Le Maltve de La Tonr.a Frenchman, who had commanded 
his artilleiy. Some ooQBidorable extracts from that work will be 
found in the Annual Register for 17S4 (part ii. pp. 18 — 27.), and 
may be corapairefl with various passeges ia Colonel Willis'e vrotk 
(eepecially to!, i, pp. 247. and 351,, and vol. ii. p. 142.) 
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tliDy had suffered severely. Supplies, both of men and 
of money, had been required trom Bengal, to assist the 
goveniment at Madras ; and both had been freely given. 
In consequence of such a drain, there coiild not be made 
the usual investments in goods, nor yet the usual 
remittances to England. Thus at the very time when 
the proprietors of the East India Company had begun to 
■wish each other joy on the great reforms effected by 
Lord Olive, and looked forward to a forther increase of 
their half-yearly Dividend, they were told to prepare 
for its reduction, A panic ensued. Within a few days, 
in the spring of 1769, India Stock fell above sixty per 

At that period, indeed, as for some years before it, 
nothing could be more unsteady than the wishes, or more 
precarious than the prospects, of the great Company. 
Party-spirit continued to rage at their elections; tlie 
contests between the followers of Sulivan and the 
followers of Clive being renewed every year with vary- 
in" success. Each party, when defeated, heaped the 
gr se t mputations on the other, as on the lowest and 
ha. t f mankind ; and in that respect the public were 
n b d t give an equal belief to both. In such a state 
f th the very existence of the Company seemed to 

h p the breath of any great man in Parliament. 

This as Lord Olive, while still in India, addressed by 
n f h principal agents in England, Mr. Walsh : — 
" I am very sorry yon did not write a few lines to Mr. 
" Pitt, to conciliate him to your negotiations, I spoke a 
" few words to him just as he left the House of Commons, 
" and whilst he was getting on his great coat. .... He 
" answered me that he had heard of the great things 
" vou had done ; that you had gained much honour, but 
" that they were too vast. .... One word from him 
" would go far in making or nnmaking the Company, f 
This was in May 1766, while Pitt was stiU a private 
Member of Parliament ; but when, in the July following, 
he became Prime Ministor, with the title of Chatham, 
still far greater importance, of course, attached to his 
opinions. In a former chapter I have fully shown how 
be entered ofEico with the fixed determination to take 

» Ann. Eeg. 1769, p. 53. t Lifeby Malcolm, toL ilL p. 189. 
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into our own. hands the government of our Eastern em- 
pire ; how his purpose was baffled, not through any 
efforts of the East Lidia Company, but through his own 
mysterious illness ; and how the men succeeding him in 
power, though unable to pursue his policy, were reduced 
merely to stave off the main question, or to patch up 
temporary terms. But they, for their own part, were 
well satisfied, since the Company undertook, meanwhile, ■ 
to pay to the revenue 400,000£ each year. As a further 
concession, arising from the financial embarrassments of 
1769, it was agreed by the Directors that Conmiissioners 
of Inquiry, under the name of Supervisors, should be sent 
to India with full powers over the other servants of the 
Company. Three gentlemen of old standing and long 
service — Mr. Vansittart, Mr. Sorafton, and Colonel 
Pord — were selected for this important trust Accord- 
ingly they embarked on their mission towards the close 
of the same year. But after leaving the Cape of Good 
Hope, the ship in which they sailed, the Aurora frigate, 
was never heard of again : it is supposed to have 
foundered at sea. 

It is not improbable that this system of makeshifts 
might have still continued, and tho necessity of any more 
decisive measures been longer postponed. But in the 
ensuing year, 1770, a new and more grievous calamity 
overspread Bengal. The usual rains having failed, tliere 
was no water in the tanks, and the rivers shrank into 
shallows. The rice-fields continued parched and dry, 
and could not yield their expected produce, while the 
conflagration of several large granaries completed the 
work of misery. A terrible famine ensued; & famine 
such as Europe, during the last few ^es, has never 
known even in its rudest districts, or behind beleaguered 
waUs. Throughout the wide valley of the Ganges, the 
country places were deserted, and the cities, where alone 
there might be hope of food, became thronged with 
starving multitudes, from whom piteous cries were beard. 
The common misery united, for the first and only time, 
the men of the most opposite castes — from the Brahmin 
of lofty lineage down to the humblest of the Niaidees.* 
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Evon tlie Zenana now gave forth its guarded i 
■who, no longer veiled with jealous care, but prostrate 
and wailing on the ground, implored from the passers by, 
if not for themselves, at least for their little children, a 
handful — only a handful— of rice. Thousands and tena 
of thousands of human beings died daily in the streets, 
where the vultures swooped dawn and the dogs and 
jackals flocked in quest of their ghastly prey. In Cal- 
cutta alone there were daily employed one hundred men, 
on the Company's aecoimf, to pile the dead bodies upon 
sledges and cars, and throw them into the Ganges. The 
broad river was itself so far tainted that its fish ceased to^ 
be wholesome food. Hogs, ducks, and geeae, which had 
likewise taken part in devouring the carcases, could no 
longer themselves be safely eaten ; and thus, as the 
famine grew greater, the means of subsistence, even to 
the Europeans, grew less. It was computed, not in any 
rhetorical flight, not amidst the horror of the sufferings 
described, but in a grave despatch written two years 
afterwards, though even then perhaps with some ex- 
aggeration, that through Bengal this dreadful famine 
had destroyed in many places one half, and, on tlie whole, 
above one third, of tlie inhabitants. » These evil tidings 
from India did not come alone. Conjoined with them 
were rumours and chaises that the disti-ess had been 
greatly aggravated by the conduct of the Company's 
servants ; that at the very outset of the famine they had 
engroaaed all the rice of the country, and that afterwards 
they slowly doled it out at tenfold the price they had 
paid. If in truth there were any such cases, they can 
have been bat few. Tliey were in direct contravention 

" to be the deEcentlantB of a Brahmin excommunicated manj cen- 
" turies ^o; and they are regarded as outcasts eren by the dares, 
" whora they ate not albwed to approach within forty paces. (Des- 
patch to the Government of Madras, May 7. 1845. MS.) 

» tetter of the Governor and Council, Nov. 3. 1772, and Mr. 
Burke's Artides of Charge, xv. part i. It is remarkable that Mr. 
Mill, while devoUng sereral large tomes tfl the History of British 
India, dismisseE two of the most striking and important ercEta of 
their time,— the Massacre of Patna, and the famine of Bei^a!,— m 
one sentence each! (Vol iii. pp. 346. and 486., ed. 1840.) Thanks 
to Professor H. H. Wilson, these volumes are now enriched by many 
excellent uotts and useful emendations. 
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of the Directors' orders, and of Lord dive's rules. For 
mj part, indeed, I strongly incline to the belief that, 
looking to tlie whole of thia dismal period, and waiving, 
perhaps, some rare exceplioiis, the Hindoos were bene- 
fited, and so far as relief was possible, relieved, by the 
presence among them of their civilised and Christian 
rulers. Charges like these made against the latter, are 
common among every rude people at every dispensation 
of Providence. If there be a pestilence, they complain 
that the springs were poisoned by the malice of their 
enemies. If there be a famine, they feel sure that the 
grain has been fraudulently hoarded and usuriously 



Such charges, however, could not fail to mate some 
impi-ession on both the Ministry aad Parliament of Eng- 
land. Even allowing them to be unfounded, there was 
yet an ample growth of abuses, rank and stubborn, to 
hew down in the Company's affairs. It was felt on all 
sides that there was more need than ever of investigation 
— more need and now m.ore leisure also. The govem- 
meut of liord North had by this time attained some 
degree of stability, and the nation some degree of repose. 
In the first place some legislation (perhaps to prevent 
any other more effective) was attempted by Mr. SuUvan, 
who had once more become the Deputy-Chairman of the 
Company. It was answered that as yet there was not 
sufficient information. Accordingly, in April 1772, and 
on tlie motion of General Bui^oyne, there was appointed, 
by means of ballot, a Committee of Inquiry, bearing the 
title of " Select," though consisting of no less than thirty- 
one Members. Within six weeks that Committee pre- 
pared and presented two Reports ; but the approaching 
close of the Session precluded any further step at that 

Parliament met again in November the same year. 
Tet, during that short interval, the afibirs of the Com- 
pany had greatly altered for the worse. So low had 
their credit sunk with the Bank of England, that they 
found it necessary to apply to the First Lord of the 
Treasury for a loan of at least a million sterling. The 
Minister received their application coldly, and said that 
he should leave it to the decision of Parliament. Accord- 
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ingly, at the very commencement of the new Session, 
Lord North moved for, and carried, a Secret Comraittee 
of thirteen Memhers to be chosen by ballot, and to take 
into their consideration the whole state of the Company's 
affairs. At the same time he agreed that the Select 
Committee of the preceding Session should be revived. 

The Directors, trembling at tlie prospect of inquiry by 
others, and eager, if they could, to stifle or suppress it by 
an inquiry of their own, had already passed a Resolution, 
to send out to India, at their sole expense, a new batch 
of Supervisors. But the alertness of the Secret Com- 
mittee defeated this mauceavre. Within ten days a 
report to the House of Commons pointed out that the 
step designed by the Directors might prove a serious 
obstacle in the way of Parliament^ and recommended 
therefore that Parliament should interpose to arrest it 
A Bill was accordingly brought in, to restrain, for a 
limited time, the East India Company from appointiog 
Supervisors in India. To this measure the Directors 
and their friends in the House offered aU the opposition 
in their power. Burke, who was then upon their side, 
went so far as to exclaim, " Shame upon such pro- 
" ceedings I Here is an end to confidence and pTiblic 
"faith!" With better reason and more temper, Lord 
North disclaimed all grounds of personal hostility. " It 
" is our wish," he said, " to make the East Lidia Com- 
" pany a great and glorious Company, and settie it upon 
» a permanent foundation."* Under such patron^e the 
Bill was passed by lai^e majorities. 

This BJU, however, could only be deemed, as a lawyer 
might have termed it, an arrest of judgment. Later 
during the same Session, in the spring of 1773, Lord 
North proposed and carried through, s^ainst allgain- 
sayers, his own measure of reform. This, after it baJi 
passed, was commonly called the Regulating Act. In 
the first place, be granted to the Company a loan of 
1,500,000?. for four years, and relieved them from the 
annual payment to the State of 400,000t On the other 
hand, the Company was restrained from making any 
greater dividend than six per cent, until the loan should 

* Part HisLvol sril pp. 661. nud 667. 
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be repaid, or any greater dividend than eight per cent, 
until the public should have some participation in the 
profits. It was then enacted, that instead of annual 
elections of the whole number of Directors at the India 
House, six should go out of office each year, and none 
keep their seats longer than four years. At the same 
time, the qualification for a vote in. each proprietor was 
raised from 500L to lOOOi, with more votes in pro- 
portion, up to four, to each proprietor of a larger sum. 

In India, the Act provided that the Mayoi^s Court of 
Calcutta should be restricted in its jurisdiction fo petty 
cases of trade, and that in its place ^onld be constituted 
a Supreme Court, to consist of a Chief Justice, and three 
Puisne Judges, appointed by the Crown. The Governor 
of Bengal was henceforth to have authority over the 
other Presidencies, aa Governor-General of India, but 
was himself fo be controlled by his Council. In that 
Council, as previously, he was entitled only to a single 
or, in case of equali^, a casting vote. It was proposed 
that these nominations should be made by Parliament, 
and continue for five years; after which they should 
revert to the Directors, but subject to the approbation 
of the Crown. In the progress therefore of the Bill 
through the Commons, the Members of the new Council 
were expressly named, so as to become a part of the 
enactment. Warren Hastings, who a year before had 
assumed the administration of Bengal, was appointed the 
first Governor-GreneraL Another of the new Council, 
Richard Harwell, was already at his post; the new 
Members to be sent from England were General Cla- 
vering, the Hoc. Colonel Monson, and Philip Francis. 

Another clause of Lord Nortli's BDl remitted the 
drawback on the East India Company's Teas — a step so 
little regarded at its outset^ but so momentous in its eon- 
sequences, and which has been fully treated in another 
place.* The Directors at the time were but little gra- 
tified with this boon, or any other, when compared with 
the curtailment of their previous powers. They declared, 
in a petition to the House, that they would rather forego 
the loan which they had solicited, than endure the con- 
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ditions which the Minister imposed. But their late mis- 
government had been such as to render, in Parliament at 
least, their adherents few and their lamentatioiis dis- 



In the course of these proceedings, both before tho 
Committees and within the House, many a shaft was let 
fly at Lord CKve. Besides the public wrongs of which 
he stood accused, there was also, it may be feared, a feel- 
ing of personal envy at work against him. His vast 
wealth became a more striking mark for calumny when 
contrasted with the financial embarrassments of the 
Directors in whose service he had gained it. And his 
profusion, ■as ever happens, ofifended far more persons 
than it pleased. He had bought the noble seat of Clare- 
mont from the Duchess Dowager of Newcastle, and was 
improving it at lavish cost. He had so far invested 
money in the smaller boroughs that he could reckon on 
bringing into Parliament a retinue of six or seven friends 
and kinsmen,* Under such circumstances the Select 
Committee, over which Burgoyne presided, made Clive 
their more especial object of attack. They drew forth 
into the light of day several transaetions certainly not 
well formed to bear il^ as the forgery of Admiral Watson's 
signature, and the fraud practised on Omichund. But at 
the same time they could not shut out the lustre of the 
great deeds he had performed., Clive himself was un- 
sparingly questioned, and treated with slight regard. 
As he complains, in one of his speeches : " I, their hum- 
" ble servant, the Baron of Plassey, have been examined 
"by the Select Committee more like a sheep-stealer than 
■" a Member of this House I" And he adds, with perfect 
truth ; " I am sure. Sir, if I had any sore places about 
" me they would have been found ; they have probed me 
" to the bottom ; no lenient plasters have been applied to 
" heal ; oo. Sir, they were aJl of the bliatei- kind, pre- 
" pared with Spanish flies, and other provocatives!" 

On tliis and some othei' occasions Clive spoke in his 
own defence in a frank and fearless spirit, ivith great 
energy of language, and, it would seem, with great effect 

* Letter to Mr. CiJI, Januarj 19. 1768. Malcolm's Life, vol. iii. 
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Upon Hie House. He was likewise liappy ia the friend- 
ship and assistance of Mr, Wodderburn, then Solicitor- 
General. It -was in May, 1773, that the charges agmnst 
him, till then vague and undefined, were brought forward 
as a vote of censure by Burgoyne, To the Government 
it became an open question. The Attorney- General spoke 
strongly on the side of the accusers. The Solicitor- 
Gener^ conducted the defence. A great number of 
placemen and King's Friends toot the part of Clive, 
while the Prime Minister, Lord North, walked into the 
lobby against him. In the result, the first Resolutions of 
Burgoyne, alleging certain matters of fact that conld 
scarcely be denied, were carried. But the next, which 
charged Lord Clive by name with having abused his 
powers, and set an evil example to the servants of the 
public, did not pass. At length, as the dawn was slowly 
breaking on the last of these long and stormy, and in 
many parts confused, debates, the House agreed almost 
unanimously to some words which Wedderbum moved : 
" That Eobert Lord Clive did at the same time render 
" great and meritorious services to his country." 

Such a vote might perhaps be deemed almost a verdict 
of acquittal Certainly, at least, it showed a wise re- 
luctance to condemn. It closed the whole case, and 
Clive had no further Parliamentary attack to fear. But 
the previous taunts anij injuries appear to have sunk 
deep into his haughty mind. Nor was a life of ease, how- 
ever splendid, congenial to his active temper. In his 
sumptuous halls of Claremont, or beneath the stately 
cedars of his park, he was far less really happy than 
amidst his former toils and cares, on the tented plains 
of the Carnatic or in the council-chambers of Bengal 
Moreover, through the climate of the tropics, his health 
was most grievously impaired. He had to undergo shai-p 
and oft-recurring spasms of pain, for which opium only 
could afford him its treacherous and transitory aid. At 
length, in November 1774, at his house in Berkeley 
Square, this great man, for such he surely was, fell by 
his own hand. He was not yet fifty years of age ; and 
the contest in North America was just then beginning to 
hold forth to him a new career of active exertion, — a 
new ehaplet of honourable fame. 
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To the last, lioirevcr, he appears to Lave retained hia 
serene demeanour, and the stern dominion of hia wilL 
It so_ chanced, that a young lady, an attached friend 
of hia family, was then upon a visit at his house in 
Berkeley Square, and aat, writing a letter, in one of its 
apartments. Seeing Lord Clive walk through, she called 
to him to come and mend her pen. Lord Clive obeyed 
her summons, and taking out his pentnife fulfilled her 
request ; after which, passing on to another chamber, he 
turned the same knife against himself. This tale, though 
traditional, has a high contemporary voucher. It was 
related by the Earl of Shelburne, afterwards the first 
Marquis of Lansdownc, to the person from whom I 
received it. 
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Wahren tiASTiNCs, the first Governor -General of India, 
was horn ia 1732, He was sprung from a branch, or 
rather, as they alleged, the main stem, of the great old house 
of Hastings, from which in another line the Earls of Hun- 
tingdon descend. But at the time of little Warren's birth, 
his branch was fast decaying ; and Daylesford, its ajiciont 
seat in Worcestershire, was already sold. It was only 
through the kindness of a kinsman that he obtained his 
education at Westminster School; and when that rela- 
tive died he was shipped off at seventeen as a Writ«r to 
Bengal. He was noticed by Lord Clive as a man of pro- 
mise. Under Mr. Vansittart he had much more oppor- 
tunity to shine. Thus, through the various gradations 
of the Civil Service at that time, he sped with credit 
and success. Having married, but become a widower, 
he returned to Englajid in 1765, But four years after- 
wards he was again sent forth as second in the Council 
of Madras; and early in 1772 he proceeded to a far 
higher, and, as it proved, more lasting post, as first in the 
Council of BengaL 

Spare in form and shrunk in features, with a mild 
voice and with gentle manners, Warren Hastings might 
seem to a casual observer as wanting in manly firmness. 
It is remarkable that, on his appointment as Gfovernor of 
Bengal, Lord Clive deemed it right to warn him against 
this, as he imagined, the weak point of his character. " I 
" thought," — thus writes Lord Clive from England, — "I 
" discovered in yon a difSdence in your own judgment ajid 
" too great an easiness of disposition, which may subject 
" you insensibly to be led where you ought to guide," * 
Sever was an error more complete. Among the many 

* letter, August 1. 1771. Life by Malcolm, vol. iiL p. 260. 
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qualities, good and evil, ■which distinguished Hastings 
through the thirteen years of his eventful rule, there was 
none more marked and striking than his unvarying deter- 
mination, and resolute flxeduess of purpose. With but few- 
partakers of his councils, and, perhaps, none of his foil 
confidence, he formed his purpose singly, and, once formed, 
adhered to it as to the compass of his course ; — regard- 
ing as nought delay of time, or variety of meana, or 
cl^ge of instruments, so long as the aim was kept in 
view and by degrees attained. 

One strong instance of this tenacity of purpose is re- 
corded by Hastings himself in the chit-chat of his later 
years. He was telling of a streamlet which skirts the do- 
main of Daylesford, and also the village of Churchill, his 
dwelling-place in childhood, and which thence flows on- 
wards to join the Isis at Cotswold. " To lie beside the 
" margin of that stream and muse, was," said Mr. Hastings, 
" one of my favourite recreations ; and there one bright 
" sammer's day, when I was scarcely seven years old, I 
" well remember that I first formed the determination to 
" purchase ba«k Daylesford. I was then quite dependent 
" upon those who were themselves scarcely raised above 
" want ; yet somehow or other the child's di'eam, as it 
" did not appear unreasonable at the moment, so in after 
" years it never faded away. Grod knows there were 
" times in my career, when to accomplish that or any 
" object of honourable ambition, seemed to be impossible, 
" but I have hved to accomplish this." * 

Indeed it may he said of Hastings, that tenacity of pur- 
pose was not merely the principal feature of his character, 
but the key and main-spring of the rest. It made him, 
on the one hand, consistent and courageous, and with 
views of policy far beyond the passing hour ; not easily 
perplexed by doubts or cast down by reverses ; and 
worthy in all respects the inscription beneath his por- 
trait, as it hangs to this day in the council-chamber of 
alcutta : mens ^qua in aeduis. On the other hand, it 

* Memoirs of Warren Hnstings, bj the Rev. G. E. Gleig, to!, i. 
p. 9. ed, 1841. In this work the eommenlE on each transaeljon 
n.m those of a zealous advocaW for Hastings, but it contains many 
B, judieiouEly made. Bud of gceat yalue, from Hastmga's private 
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gave Wm a certain hardness and insensibility of lieart ; 
it made liim, on several great occasions in his long career, 
callous to the sufferings which his policy inflicted, and 
careless of the means by -which his policy might be pur- 
sued. He was firm, it maybe added, in aU. his friend- 
ships and attachments, but few men have ever been more 
rancorous and unforgiving. 

It was one among the merits of Hastings, that he had 
made himself thoroughly acquainted, not only with the 
literature, but also with the temper and feelings, of the 
nations wliich be came to rule. Their languages he 
spoke with ease and fluency ; their prejudices, whether 
of religion or of race, he was ever, unless impelled by 
some state-necessity, studious not to wound, Ry such 
means he was at all times, whether in his triumphs or in 
his hours of danger and distress, a favourite with the 
native tribes of Hindostan — a favourite, moreover, at a 
period when in most cases they had little or no sympathy 
for the island-strangers. Bishop Heber was told by one 
of his Mussulman attendants, that he well remembered 
the lime when all black people ran avray from a white 
face ; and when the appearance of a single European 
soldier struck a whole village with affright " They used 
" to them now," he added, " they know they no harm do ! "* 

It was not merely Oriental knowledge that Hastings 
had acquired. At Westminster School he had deeply 
embued his mind with classic lore. " Wliat ! lose Warren 
« lose the best scholar of his year ! " had the Head- 
Master, I>r, Nichols, cried with generous spirit^ when 
the boy's appointment for Bengal was first announced to 
him. " That will not do at all. Let him remain, and he 
" shaU go on with his education at my charge." f Highly 
cultivated minds are often wanting in strength; and 
strong nunds are as often wanting in high cultivation ; 
so often, indeed, that in many cases the strength and the 
cultivation may, I fear, be deemed not only distinct but 
even in some degree repugnant to each other. But with 
Hastings, as with intellects of the highest order, they 
were well and happily combined. Through the long 

* BL^bop Helwr's Journal, June 34. 1824. 
f Memoii's by Gleig, rul- i. p. 13. 



I > Google 



INDIA,] WAEIiEN HASTINGS. 245 

course of his despatches, more especially the later ones, 
his graceful and flowing sentences, so sustaimed in their 
equal dignity, so devoid of mere rhetorical glitter, and 
despising or seeming to despise all ornaments but such 
as the argument itself supplies and needs, seem worthy 
to be, and in India have often been, a model for state- 
papers. 

At Westminster School little Warren was in the same 
class with Impey, who afterwards pm-sued the profession 
of the law, and, nnder the Eegulating Act of 1778, was 
sent forth as Sir Elijah, and Chief Justice, to BengaL It, 
was on Impey, as we shall see hereafter, that the fortunes 
of Hastings more than once depended. Another of his 
boyish playmates was the poet Cowper. It is worthy of 
remark — if a short digression may be here allowed me 

how often great and famous houses misunderstand the 

true sources of their fame. Of all the long line of 
Hastings, from that Danish Sea King of whom they 
claim descent, down to that Marquis, best known perhaps 
as Earl of Moira, who in our own age worthily uphdd 
their ancient name, no one has filled so large a space in 
the eyes of men as the first Governor Geneial of India. 
Thus also, without disparagement to m upright ind 
accomplished Chancellor, it may be said that of all the 
Cowpers the author of "The Task i-s the foremost; 
since thousands and tens of thousands who ne\ ei even 
heard of the statesman, have delighted in the stia ns of 
the poet. Yet neither Cowper, in his secluded toils tor 
fame, nor Hastings when battling with his rivals for the 
administration of an empire, appear to have received the 
slightest notice or teken of approval from their noble 
kinsmen. Neither the Earl Cowper, nor yet the Earl of 
Huntingdon of those days, so far as can be traced, at any 
time expre^ed at OIney or at Calcutta the least desire to 
esteblish a friendly correspondence, or obtain an authen- 
tic likeness. Thus at present, as I believe, no contem- 
porary portrait of the greatest of the Cowpers is shown 
at Panshanger. None of the greatest of the Hastings is 
shown at Castle Donington, 

When in the year 1772 Hastings first assumed the 
administration of Bengal, he found the whole country 
weighed down by the effects of the recent famine and 
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depopulation. Tlie greatest praise, perhaps, of liia able 
rule, is the simple fact that scarce any trace of these 
effects appears in the succeeding years. He enforced a 
new system in the land revenue founded on leases for 
five years ; a system far indeed from faultless, yet the 
best, probably, which at that period could be framed. 
Under that system nearly the same amount of income 
WHS collected from the far diminished numbers with less, 
it would seem, of pressure than befora For the accumu- 
lating debt and financial embarrassment of the Company 
more than the common resources seemed to be required. 
These Hastings strove hard to supply, not always, as will 
presently be shown, by the most creditable means. At 
the same time, to the great and manifest advantage of 
the natives, he put an end to the oppressive tax or duty 
levied upon mai-riages. As one of the results of his 
system of revenue-collection, he established, with signal 
good effect, district courts for the administration of 
justice, and district officers to maintain the public pea«e. 
Within a few months the provinces were in a great 
measure cleared of the decoits or gangs of thieves, and 
other prowling marauders. These and such like measures 
of reform, or of public policy, were carried through by 
Hastings amidst numerous objections in his council and 
incessant calls upon his time. Thiis at the close of hia 
first half year, he writes to a familiar friend : " Here I am 
"with arrears of months, and some of years, to bring up; 
with the courts of justice and offices of revenue to set 
a going ; with the official reformation to resume and 

complete ; with the current trifles of the day, 

"notes, letters, personal applications ; every man's husi- 
" ness of more consequence than any other, and complain- 
ants from every quarter of the province hallooing me 
by hundreds for justice as often as I put my head out of 
window, or venture abroad!"* 

Among the earliest acts of Hastings, in Bengal, was 
one tor which, right or wrong, he was in no degree 
responsible. It arose from the peremptory and positive 
commands of tho Directors at home. Mahomed Eeza 
IChan had now for seven years held his great office, at 

' Letter to Josias Dupre, October 8. 1772. 
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Moorshedabad, as naib dewau, or chief Minister of tte 
finances. During tliat time lie had perhaps committed 
faults; he had certainly conti'acted enmities. But the 
reports against him of embezzlement and fraud in his 
high functioas appear to have arisen mainly through the 
intrigues of Kuncomar, his disappointed rival. These 
reports, however, wrought so far on the Court of 
Directors, that they seat expre^ instructions to Hastings, 
concurrently with his own appointment^ to secure Ma- 
homed Eeza Khan, together with his family and his ad- 
herents, and to detain them in custody until his accounts 
should be examined. Hastings, thus at the outset of hia 
power, could not have ventured to disobey such orders, 
even if his judgment disapproved them. He took his 
measures accordingly with promptitude and skiH, Ma- 
homed Eeza Khan was seized in his bed at midnight by 
a battalion of Sepoys. The same measure was extended 
to his confederate, Schitab Roy, at that time Governor 
of Bahar ; a chief who, in the recent wars, had fought 
with signal bravery upon the English side. The two 
prisoners were carried to Calcutta, where, after many 
months of postponement and delay, they were brought to 
trial before a Committee, over which Hastings himself 
presided. Nuncomar, with a vengeful rancour, such as 
no time could soften, no calamities subdue, appeared as 
the accuser of his ancient rival. But no guilt could be 
proved to call for any further puuishmea^ nor even to 
justify the harshness already shown. Both prisoners, 
therefore, were acquitted and set free ; Schitab Eoy, 
moreover, being sent back to hold office in Bahar, 
clothed in a robe of state and mounted on a richly capa- 
risoned elephant, as marks of honour and respect. * 

Nuncomar throve as little in his hopes of ambition aa 
in his projects of revenge. Hastings had meanwhile 
been effecting a complete change in the former system- 
It was not merely that he arrested the Minister, he 
abolished the office. He put an end to the scheme of 
double government at Moorshedabad and at Calcutta, 

• See a note by Professor Wilson, correcting some errors Ijoth 
of fiict and date in Mr. Mill (EistOTj of India, voL iii. p. 545,, 
ed. 1840> 
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transferring to tbe latter city aud to the servants of tlie 
Company the entire machinery of state affairs. An 
empty ps^eant only was left at the fonner eapital, still 
decked with the name and honours of Nahob. That 
Nabob, the heir of Meer Jaffier, was now an infant. On 
that plea, Hastings took occasion to reduce the yearly 
allowance granted by the Company from 320,000/. to half 
that sum. To alleviate in some degree the disappoint- 
ment that -was gnawing at the heart of Nimeomar, his son 
Eajah Goordas, was appointed Treasurer of the young 
Prince's Household. The guardianship of the young 
Prince himself was bestowed, not on his own mother, 
but on another lady of his father's Haram — the Munny 
Begum, by title and name. This last choice afforded at 
a later period strong grounds for complaints and cavils 
against Hastings. Why, it was asked, in such a country, 
where the female ses: is held in so dight esteem, select 
any woman for that charge ; and if any, why overlook 
a parent's rightful claim? There was nothing in the 
life or character of the Munny Begum to entitle her to 
any especial trust ; she had been a dancing girl, and as 
such only had attracted the favour of the old Nabob. 
But on the other hand, it is to be observed, that her 
appointment, when proposed by Hastings to the Members 
of the Council, obtained from them a full and unanimous 
approval. They state in their Minutes on the subject : 
" She is said to have acquired a great ascendant over the 
" spirit of the Nabob, being the only person of whom he 
" stands in any kind of awe, — a circumstance highly 
" necessary for fulfilling the chief part of her duty, in 
" directing his education and conduct which appear to 
" have been hitherto much neglected," There is another 
reason, which, in the midst of the Moorshedabad arrests, 
had probably stall more weight with Hastings, but which 
he reserves for a private letter to the Secret Committee 
of Directors, namely, that tho Munny Begum was " the 
" declared enemy" of Mahomed Eeza Khan. * 

* Minutes of Council, July II. 1772. See also In Mr. Gleig's 
Memoirs, ihe letter of HastingB to Dnpr^, of January 6. 1773. 
When Hastings writea to the young Nabob, he calk the Munny 
Begnm "the r^Iitfiil head of his family," and adds, that "she 
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External affaira also claimed the eaj-ly care of Hastings. 
Shall Alum, ihe Emperor, ia name at least, of Hindostaa, 
had more than once endeavoured, but in vain, to prevail 
upon the English to assist him in expelling the Mah- 
rattas. Finding that alone he could not attack these 
invaders of his patrimony with the smallest prospect of 
Bucceas, he took the opposite part, and threw himself 
into their arms. He was received at first with every 
token of respect and hom^e, and led back in triumph to 
his ancestral seat of Delhi. Soon, however, and of course, 
a quarrel ensued between them, when he found himself 
BO more than a prisoner and a puppet in the hands of his 
new allies. They compelled him to sign an edict, trans- 
ferring to them the districts of AUabahad and Corah, 
which had been bestowed apon bim byJjord Clive, But 
here Hastings interposed. He determined not merely on 
resuming the districts of AUabahad and Corah, but on 
discontinuing all further yearly payments to Siiah Alum- 
Breach of faith on this account became, at a later period, 
one of the charges brought against him. Tef, snrely, 
there were some strong grounds both of justice and of 
policy in favour of the course which he pursued. We 
had wished to support the Emperor while he remsuned 
independent, or dependent only on ourselves ; we might 
cease to support him whenever he resigned himself to our 
inveterate foes, and was preparing to turn our own gifts 
into arms against us. 

The districts of Corah and Allabahad were promptly 
occupied by English troops. As our torritory, however, 
stood at that time there was little or no temptation to 
annex them. It was computed that the expenses of 
maintaining them at so great a distance would exceed 
the utmost revenue they could bring. It was therefore 
the wish of Hastings to yield them for a stipulated sum 
to the adjacent State of Oude. He repaired to the city 
of Benares to confer in person with the Nabob Visier. 
There, in September, 1773, a treaty was agreed upon 
between them ; the Nabob Visier undertaking to pay for 
the two districts the sum of fifty Lacs of Eupees. 

" stands io the place of his decej 
thence, however strange, that Ihe I 
an inferior. 



Ho,-.db, Google 



250 HISTORY 03? EHGLAMD. CHAP. LXVIII. 



But— alas for tie fair fame not only of Hastings, but 
of England! — another and a weightier question was 
then decided at Benares. The Eohillas, a tribe of Afghan 
blood, had earlier in that century, and as allies of the 
Mogul, descended into the plains of Hindostan, They 
bad obtained for their reward that fertile country whidi 
lies between the Ganges and the mowntauis on the 
western boundary of Oude. That country bore from 
them the name of Eohilcuad. It had been earned by 
their seryices, and it was flourishing under their do- 
minion. Of late there had sprung up a difference be- 
tween them and their neighbours of Oude, with re- 
spect to some pecuniary stipulations which the Eohillas 
contracted and were backward to discharge. On that 
ground, Sujah Dowlah hsid a plea forwar against them — 
a plea certainly plausible, and perhaps just. His real 
aim, however, was not the settlement of their account^ 
but rather the entire subjugation of their race. He had 
little hope that his rabble of the plains would stand firm 
against the hardier offspring of the northei-n moun- 
taineers. Therefore he applied to the English Governor 
for the aid of English bayonets; and this request came 
before Hastings at a time when the Bengal treasury was 
weighed down with heavy debts, and when nevertheless 
the letters from the Court of Directors were calling on 
him in the most earnest terms for large remittances. 
The Indian prince wanted soldiers, and the English chief 
wanted money, and on this foundation was the bargain 
struck between them. It was agreed that a body of the 
Company's troops should be sent to aid the Nabob Visier 
in the conquest of the Eohilla country ; that the whole 
expense of these troops while engaged upon that service 
should be borne by him ; and that when tlie object was 
accomplished he should pay to the English a fardier sum 
of forty Lacs of Rupees. 

Not many months elapsed before these stipulations 
were fulfilled. In April, 1774, an English brigade under 
Colonel Champion invaded the Rohilla districts ; and in 
a hard-fought battle gained a decisive victory over the 
Eohilla troops. Exactly half a century afterwards an 
English Bishop, on his first Visitation progress, found the 
whole scene still fresh in the traditions of the country. 
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It was described to him how HaJiz, the Eohilia chief, an 
aged warrior, with a long grey beard, remained at last 
almoBt alone on a rising groand, in the heat of the fire, 
conspicuous by hia splendid dress and stately horse, 
waving hia hand, and vainly endeavouring to bring ba«k 
Ms army to another charge ; till, seeing that all was lost, 
he waved his hand once more, gave a shout, and galloped 
forwards to die, shot through and through, upon the 
English bayonets. The Nabob Visier applied for the 
body of Hafiz, that it might be cut in pieces and his 
grey head be carried on a pike about the country. But 
file English Colonel, with a nobler spirit, caused it to 
be wrapped in shawls and sent with due honour to his 
kinsmen. The other Afghan chiefs submitted, excepting 
only one, Fyzoola Khan, who continued his resistance, 
and was enabled at length to obtain some t^rms of peace 
from the Visier. Throughout this conflict, nothing could 
be more dastardly than the demeanour of the troops of 
Oude. They had slunk to the rear of tho armies ; they 
had kept aloof from the fight j and it was only after the 
battle was decided, that they camo forward to plunder 
the camp, and despoil the dead and dying. Many an 
indignant murmur was heard from the British ranks ; 
■ " We have the honour of the day, and these banditti, 
" these robbers, are to have the profit ! " • Nor was this 
alL The Visier and his soldiery next applied themselves 
to wreak their fury on the vanquished, and to lay waste 
with sword and fire the rich plains of Eohilcund. No 
terms whatever had been made by Hastings for the more 
humane and merciful conduct of the war; and Colonel 
Champion, in his private letters to the Governor, might 
well avow Ms fear that, although we stood free from all 
participation in these cruel deeds, the mere fact of our 
Laving been silent spectators of them, would tend, in the 
minds of the whole Indian people, to the dishonour of 
the English name. 

The case of Hastings as to the Eohillas — a case at the 
best a bad one — was farther injured by the indiscretion 
of his friends. Some of them afterwards pleaded for him 

*■ Letter from Colonel Champion to Warren HastJnga, April 24. 
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in the House of Commons, that the Kohillas were not 
among the native poaaessors of the aoU in India, but only 
an invading tribe of foreign lineage and of recent con- 
quest. With just indignation, Mr. Wiiberforce ex- 
claimed, "Why, what are we but the Rohillas of Bengal?"* 
But Hastings himself took better ground. Besides the 
pecuniary advant^es, on which no question could exists 
he had political arguments to urge in vindication of his 
treaty. It was of paramount importance to us to form a 
close alliance witli Oude ; and, on forming an alliance 
with that State,wehadafiillright to eapouae its quarrels; 
nor could its fiwntier be made compact and defensible 
without the expulsion of the Rohillas, who, after aU, 
even in their own districts, formed but a small minority 
of the entire population, and whose cauae was in no 
degree supported by their Hindoo subjects. Statements 
of this kind, certainly specious, and even in some part 
true, but as certainly, I think, inadequate for vindi- 
cation, had much weight at a later period with many 
able and upright men— as for example with Lord Gren- 
ville. But they did not even for a moment mislead the 
Prime Minister at the time of the transaction, " As 
soon"— -thua, in 1786, spoke Lord North in the House of 
Commons — " as soon aa I was apprised of the facts of 
" the Eohilla war, I thought the conduct of Mr. Hastings 
" highly censurable ; and I sent to the Court of Directors, 
" urging them to combine with me for his recall," f 

It was at the close of the Eohilla war, in October, 
1774, that there anchored in the Ganges the ship which 
brought from England the expected Members of the 
Council and the Judges of the Supreme Court. Of the 
three new Councillors, Francis was by far the youngest ; 
but his more shining and ardent spirit gave him a great 
ascendancy over Clavering's and Monson's. He came — 
there is little risk in affirming— determined to find fault; 
ready, wliatever might befal, to cavil and oppose. The 

* Speech in ths Honse of Commons, June 3. 1 786. 

f PacL Hist. ToL sxvi. p. 45. In tlie same debate (p. 64.) Mr. 
W. W. Gcenville "was ready to avow his opinion that lie thought 
" the war was perfectly jnst as well as politic." Tor the true state 
of Koliileund in 1JT4, see s note by ProleEeor Wilson upon Mill, 
(Hist. Tol. iiL p. 676.) 



Hcssdb, Google 



IKDIA.] DIPFEKEKCES WITH HASTINGS. 253 

very first despatch which he and his two colleagues 
addressed to the Krectors, is filled with complaints that 
sufficient respect had not been pMd them ; that no guard 
of honour had met them on the bea«h; that the batteries 
of Fort William, in their salute, instead of twenty-one 
guns as they expected, had fired oaly seventeen. The 
same punctilious and resentful temper attended them in 
their deliberations. Of the five who met in Council, the 
old servants of the Company, Hastings and Barwell, stood 
together; on the other side were arrayed, as thougliia 
military order, the General, the Colonel, and the late 
War-Office Clerk. Thus they formed a majority upon 
every question that arose; thus, from the very first they 
wrested the whole power of the Government and all 
substantial patronage from the hands of Hastings, 

So eager were these gentlemen to taste the sweets of 
power, that Hastings found some difficulty in prevaaing 
upon them to pause even for a single day. With scarce 
time to read the Minutes, with none at all to inquire or 
reflect, they began to act. They ordered the English 
brigade to march back from Eohilcuad, whatever might 
be then the condition of that province. They recalled, 
with every token of disgrace, Mr. Middleton, the con- 
fidential friend of Hastings, and by him appointed the 
Resident in Ouda They insisted, that even the most 
private of Mr. Middleton's letters should be laid before 
them. On these points Hastings, as he was bound, was 
not slow in appealing to Lord North. He observes most 
justly, that the new Councillors, even though they might 
condemn the whole policy and direction of the Eohilla 
War, ought rather, if they desired to establish future 
harmony, and to maintain the credit of the government 
free from inconsistency, to have afforded to their Go- 
vernor-General the means of receding, without fixing a 
mark of reprobation on his past conduct, and without 
wounding his personal consequence at the Court of Oude. 
And Hastings adds : " Had they acted on such eoncilia- 
« tory principles, I should, if I know my own hearty have 
"cheerfully joined in whatever system they might after- 
«wards think fit to adopt; not pretending in such a case 
"to set my judgment against the will of the majority; 
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^,>l„i., „a^ not to be expected that I should subscribe 
' implicitly to a direct censure of myself."* 

In his more familiar letters, the Governor-General 
>hus in strong colours painfa the scene: "General 
" Clavering is, I verily believe, a man of strict honour, but 
" he brought strong prejudices with him. . , , Colonel 
" Monson is a sensible man, but received his first im- 
"preasions from Major Grant . , , Aa for Francis, 
"I shall say nothing of him." A few months later, when 
the animosities had darkened, Hastings writes; "The 
"General rummages the Consultations for disputable 
" matlflr with old Fowke, Colonel Monson receives, and 
"I bare been assured, descends even to solicit, accusa- 
" tions. Fi'ancis writes." | 

Confident in their absolute majority, the three new 
Councillors pursued their course of rashness, or, aa 
Hastings terms it, frenzy. On the decease of Sujah 
Dowlah, and the succession of his son Asaph-nl-Dowlah 
as Nabob Visier, they passed a preposterous vote that the 
treaties which had been signed with the former should be 
considered as personal and as having ended with his life. 
They unsettled for a time the whole administration, both 
financial and judicial, of Bengal. Still more mischievous 
was their meddling in the case of Bombay, then first 
under the recent Act reduced to a subordinate Presi- 
dency. They rebuked its Council, and they revei-sed its 
policy ! and, in utter ignorance of its affairs, took new- 
measures for entangling it in the differences of the se- 
veral Mahratta chiefs. Meanwhile tlieir power seemed 
so unquestionable, and their hostility to Hastings so clear, 
that many of his personal enemies began to brood over 
projects of revenge as certain of attainment. Two 
Englishmen of the name of Fowke came forward to 
diarge him with corruption. The Ranee, or Princess, of 
Burdwan, with her adopted son, sent in a similar com- 
plaint. But foremost of all in rancour as in rank was 
Muncomar. He put into the hands of Francis a papei- 

* Letter to Lord North, December 4. 1774. 

t Leltera to Mr. Talk and k. Colonel Maclean of December 
1774, and March 25. 1776. Memoirs of Hastines, by Gleie vol i 
DD. 477. mill ."ilfi. " .r o> ■ ■ 
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containing several heavy accusations against Hastings; 
above sill, that he had taken a bribe for dismiasdng with- 
out punishment Mahomed Reza Khan; and this paper 
was produced by TVancis at the Couneil-Board. 

Long and fierce were the discussions that ensued. The 
Governor-General did not shrink from the investigation 
of bis conduct, but he insisted, and surely with perfect 
right, that the Members of the Council should form 
themselves into a Committee for that purpose, and after 
receiving whatever evidence they pleased, transmit it for 
adjudication either to the Supreme Court of Justice at 
Calcutta, or to the Directors at home. On theother 
hind the majority maintained, that even while sitting as 
a C il th y m ght p ceed to the trial of their cliie£ 
Th y d IT d co q nee, that Nttncomar should be 
call d t f t tl Governor- General. "Before 

' th q t } ays Hastings in his Minute, 

'II lar th t I w n ot suffer Nuncomar to appear 
' b f tl E d my ecuser, I know what belongs 
' to tl d g ty d h acfer of the first member of this 
" administration. I will not sit at this Board in the 
" character of a criminal. Nor do I acknowledge the 
"members of this Board to be my judges." But tho 
majority still persevering, the Governor-General rose, 
declared the meeting dissolved, and left the room with 
Barwell in his train. The remaining members voted 
that the meeting was not dissolved, named Clavering as 
chairman, and called in Nuncomar, He came, and 
according to the custom of all false accusers, spoke much 
upon his own integrity, and the absence of every motive 
save a sense of right for the charge which he had made. 
And he ended by producing a new letter on which to 
found another charge. This letter purported to come 
from the Munny Begum, expressing the gratitude she 
felt to the Governor- General for her appointment^ and 
adding, that as a token of her gratitude she had pre- 
sented him with two Lacs of Kupees. " This letter," 
wrote Hastings, "is a gross forgery, and I make no doubt 
"of proving it."* 
In this state of the transactions, Hastings thought 

* To Cokind Maclean, Marot 25. 1775. 
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himself entitled to allege, that Nuncomar, Mr, Fowke, 
and some others were guilty of a conspiracy against him. 
On this ground he began legal proceedings against them 
in the Supreme Court. The Judges after a Jong exa- 
mination of the case directed Nuncomar and Fowke to 
give baO, and bound over the Governor- General to pro- 
secute them. 

Of a sudden, however, and only a few weelts after- 
wards, a more serious blow was aimed at Nuncomar by 
aoother hand. He was arrested at the suit of a native 
merchant named Mohun Persaud, and, like any other 
man accused of felony, was thrown into the common 
gaol. The charge against him was that he had forged a 
bond five years before. On that charge, the Supreme 
Court not then existing, he had been brought to trial 
before tie Mayor's Court of Calcutta, but was released 
through the authority which at that time Hastings exertod 
in his favour. The suit had, therefore, been suspended, 
but not concluded. It was now revived before a higher 
and more independent tribunal, established expressly 
with a view to such cases ; and it was revived at the 
very earliest lawful time after the necessary documents 
had been transferred to the new Court, So opportune 
was this prosecution for the interests of the Gfovernor- 
General, and so suspicious the coincideace of time, that 
Hastings has ever since been suspected and arraigned as 
the red mover in the business. Tet, besides the pre- 
sumption on his side to be drawn from the regular con- 
duct of the suit, there is surely some .weight in a fact 
which many writers have passed over — that in the pro- 
ceedings before the Supreme Court, Hastings solemnly 
deposed, upon his oath, that he had never directly or in- 
directly countenanced or forwarded the prosecution for 
forgery against Nuncomar. * 

The new Members of the Council showed the utmost 
resentment at the prosecution, but found themselves 



* See the Memoirs of Sir Elijah Impey, % his Son, p. 83. efl. 
1846. In that wori, and in a note npon Mill, by Professor Wilson 
(toI. iiL p. 644.), the argnroent as to tho regular renewal of the suit 
at the earlieat opportunity will be found more fully and particnlacly 
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wholly powerless to stem it Their fierce representations 
to the Judges proved in vain. They coijd only send 
complimentary messagea to Nimcomar in his prison, and 
grant additional favours to his gon. The trial came on, 
ill due time, before a Jury composed of Euglishmen, 
when the charge of forgery was established to their 
entire satisfaction, and a verdict of Gruilty was returned. 
One of the Judges, Sir Robert Chambers, the friend of 
Dr. Johnson, had proposed to try the prisoner on an 
earlier and a milder statute, inflicting no capital penalty; 
but Chambers is stated to have been convinced by, and 
most certainly he acquiesced in, the arguments against 
it. The sentence of death on Nuncomar was pronounced 
by Sir Elijah Impey as the chief, and appai-ent!y with 
the full concurrence of his colleagues. According to the 
Letters Patent by which the Supreme Court was consti- 
tuted, the Judges bad power to grant a reprieve from 
execution, provided they gave their reasons, and until 
the King's pleasure could be known. That power of re- 
prieve, however, they did not see cause to exert on this 
occasion. Thus the law was lofl to take its course. On 
the 6th of August^ 1775, the Rajah Nuncomar, at that 
time seventy years of age, and the head of the Brahmins 
of Bengal, was led forth to the gallows, and hanged ; 
while Clavering and his two friends, with impotent rage, 
shut themselves up within their houses, and while an im- 
mense concourse of Hindoos looked on in wonder and 
affrights 

For his share in these proceedings the Chief Justice has 
been arraigned even more severely than the Goveraor-Ge- 
neral. It was Hastings — thus cries Burke in his ardent 
and sometimes overflowing zeal — it was Hastings who 
murdered Nuncomar by the hand of Sir Elijah Impey ! 
The personal friendship which had subsisted between 
them since their schoolboy days was urged as strong pre- 
sumption of a guilty compact. For this argument as 
levelled at one of the Judges, it became convenient to 
overlook entirely the existence of the other three. Thus 
Impey, who had but acted jointly, was arraigned alone. 
At length the surmises and suspicions against him as- 
sumed a more definite form. At the close of 1787 a 
member of the House of Commons, Sir Gilbert Elliot, 
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moved for his inipeach.nient mainly oa this ground. Then 
Sir Elijah was permitted to appear at the Bar, and to 
speak in his own defence. He showed, to the perfect sa- 
tisfaction of by far the greater part of those who heard 
him, that his behaviour through the trial had been wholly 
free from blame. And as to the proposal of Sir Eobert 
Chambers, — "It was a proposal," said he, "I speak 
" positively for myself, that I should, and I believe the 
« other Judges would, have been glad to have concurred 

"in But that both the Statutes could staad to- 

« gether, and that it was optional in the Court to choose 
« the Statute which it liked best, I thought impossible 
" on clear principles of Law." 

But this was not all. Why, asked Sir Elijah, on behalf 
of his colleagues and himself, why were they to be cen- 
sured for not having stayed the execution ? By the 
Letters Patent they were required to give their reasons 
for any respite. What reasons, then, could they have 
given in the case of Nuncomar ? Were they to allege his 
high rank, Ms long experience, or his priestly character ? 
These, if rightly viewed, were only aggravations of his 
crime. Or were they to state that his crime, as any other 
act of forgery or perjury, was, in the eyes of the people 
of Bengal, a common and a slight offence ? * It might be 
answered, that for that very reason it was needful to 
make a solemn and severe example. Yet now, whea dis- 
passionately viewed, these arguments against a respite 
seem more specious than solid, or at least are overborne 
by stiU weightier considerations. It is a most essential 
principle, whenever the penalty of death is to be inflicted, 
that the popular feeling should keep pace with the esta- 
blished law, lest, instead of hoiror at the crime, we pro- 
duce only compassion for the criminal. In the age of 
Impey, however, this great principle was, even in Eng- 
land, by no means fully acknowleifeed or acted upon, and 
by that principle, therefore, Impey must not be too rigor- 
ously tried. On the whole, so far as the^ denial of a re- 
epite is concerned, we may think that his decision was 

• Even hslf a ceiitory later we find in die Indian Jonrnd of 
BiBhop Heber, " Petjury is dreadfnlly common, and very little 
"Itoueht of." (Eurreedpoor, July 2S. 1824.) 
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, but have no grounda ■wliatcYec for asserting 
that his motive was corrupt • 

The execution of Nuncomar, although it may not Lave 
lieen connected with any step of Hastings, was certainly 
auspicious to his interests. The Hindoos couM make no 
mice distinctions, such as the case required, between poli- 
tical and judicial authority. They looked only to the one 
broad fact that one of their chief men had staod forth 
to accuse the Governor- Gfeneral, and that within a few 
weeks of his accusation that chief man had died upon the 
gallows. From that moment all the other natives shrank 
from any further charges against Hastings. From that 
moment, in their eyes, he recovered a large portion of his 
power. But it should be added, in j astice to his memory, 
that throughout his long administration, he attracted, in 
a high degree, their love as well as fear. The English in 
India also were nearly all upon his side. Hastings, they 
saw, was familiar wiA their wants and wishes, and pro- 
foundly versed in their affairs. On the other hand they 
had alight confidence in either Clavering or Monson ; and 
they had quickly taken fire agwnst the War Office Clei-k, 
who, in all respecte ignorant of India, was yet seeking to 
impose upon it, with peremptory violence, every crotchet 
of his brain. He had not been many weeks at Calcutta 
ere he obtained the common surname of " King Francis," 
or "Francis the First." 

The arrogance of Francis, both then and afterwards, 
was, indeed, almost boundless. It is only, as I conceive, 
his consciousness of the authorship of Junius that can in 
any degree explain, though not excuse it. How else 

• A very mtereeting account of tlie demeaiionr and the deatli of 
Uuncomac, and of its effects upon tha Hindoo population, was pro- 
duced by Sir Gilbert Elliot in 1788, and printetl in the Annual 
E<^or for that year (p. 177). It vras said to be written hj Mr. 
Macrabie, who was the Sheriff present at the execution, and it has 
been followed by nearly all the later writers. But Mr. Impey, in 
tJie Memoirs of his father (Bee p. Ill,, anclalEop. 285.), gives some 
strong grounds for questioning ils autbenticity. It was not heard 
of untd oiler more than twelve years, when it was produced for a 
merely party purpose, by the far ftcm scrupulous hands of Philip 
IFrancis, the brother-in-law of Macrabie ; and some of the paiticu- 
Jots it states are " directly contradicted by contemporary aeooimls 
" upon legiil evidente." 
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does it seem possible tbat fifteen years later, when tbat 
great man, Ediuuad Burke, was in the zenith of his fame, 
he should be addressed as follows, in a private letter from 
Philip Francis? — " Once for all, I wish yon would let 
" me teaflh you to write English." And then follows, in 
the same letter, a striking sentence, not inferior perhaps 
to any in Juaiua ; it most felicitously applies to writings 
the same principle acknowledged to be true of wood aad 
stone : — " Why will you not allow youMelf to be per- 
" Suaded tiiat polish is material to preservation ? " * 

Another point in the character of Francis — well ac- 
cording with what we may presume of the author of the 
reply to Junia-f — was his taste for profligate amours. It 
was from these, at a somewhat later period, that arose 
the personal and bitter estrangement between himself 
and Sir Elijah Impoy. Ey means of a ladder of ropes, 
Francis had one night climbed into the chamber of Mrs. 
Grand, a lady of Scottish birth, the wife of a Calcutta 
Barrister. After he had remained there for three-quar- 
ters of an hour an alarm was gi^en, and IVancis descending 
in haste from the apartment of the lady was seized at the 
foot of the ladder by the servants of the husband. Here- 
upon an action was brought by Mr. Grand against Mr. 
IVancis in the Supreme Court of Calcntta. It was usual 
for the Judges of that Court to assess the damages in 
civil actions without the intervention of a Jury. Sir 
Elijah Mpey in this case fixed the sum to be awarded at 
fifty thousand rupees. Yet, in the opinion of his col- 
league. Sir Robert Chambers, and still more strongly, no 
doubt, in the opinion of Francis himself, a lesser sum 
would have sufficed ; since, however suspicious the lad- 
der of ropes and the nocturnal viaii^ no positive act of 
guilt was proved. Up to that time the Chief Justice and 
the Member of Council at Calcutta had been on civil, 
nay familiar terms, but from this transaction may be 
dated the commencement of the active and persevering 

• Letter of NoTember 3. 1790, as printed in Burke's CoiTeE])oil- 
deaee, vol. iii. p. 1 64. 

f Of that letter Junina immediately aftei'wariJs liecsino ashamed ; 
' ' 1 Mr. Woodfall to throw doubts on its autbeiiticity. 
■" 1769.) It is omitted froir --■ -"- ■' ■ 
a the publication of 1812. 
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animosity witL whicli Francis ever aftemrartTs continued 
to pursue Sir Elijah Impey, Mx. Grand succeeded in 
obtaining a divorce, and Mrs. Grand took refuge with 
Francis, by whom, however, she was soon afterwards for- 
saken. She returned to Europe aa the companion of 
another gentieman, Mr. William Macintosh; and, by a 
far more surprising turn of Fortune, closed her adven- 
turous career aa tlie wife of a celebrated foreign states- 
man, Prince Talleyrand.* 

The news of the divisions in the Council at Calcutta 
appears to have greatly perplexed the Directors at home^ 
For some time they endeavoured, but with little good 
effect^ to hold a middle coursa Ws find, in November, 
1775, the King write as follows to Lord North; "The 
" East India Directors in their despatch manifestly wish 
" to hurt neither Hastings nor his adversaries, and there- 
" fore will most probably disoblige both." Lord North 
himself, however, was deeply impressed with the iniquity 
of the Itohilla war. He regretted, that under the Regu- 
lating Act there was no power during the first five yeare 
to recall the Governor- General without an Address to 
that effect from the Company to the Crown. " Send us 
" that Address" — such was ius advice to his friends in the 
Direction ; and accordingly after the annual electiona in 
tlie spring of 1776, a strong effort was made. In the 
Court of Directors the numbers were nearly even ; there 
were eleven votes for the recall of Hastings, and ten 
agMnst it The minority appealed to a Court of Pro- 
prietors, where the struggle was renewed. On that occa- 
sion the agent of Hastings in London, Colonel Madean, 
reckoned up in some dismay the hostile force which not 
only " the Chairs " hut the Government poured in. He 
saw mingling with the merchants and the City-men no 
less than forty-nine Peers, Privy CounciUors, and men in 

" Memoirs of Sir Elijah. Impey, by his son, p. 173., snd the un- 
pnbiiBhed hiography of Mv. Charles Macincosh, hs qnoled in the 
Qnarterly Review, No. clxtji. p. 70. Perhaps it may he thought 
lEat Sir Bobert Chambera, in his view of this transaction, judged 
rather aecocding to tha Mahomedan law, wiiich in erery such 
case requires the testimony of four eye-witneases. See the Moslem 
Annfjfl of Ahulfeda (p. 7 1 .), and the Decline and Fall of Gibbon, 
who calls liiis " a law of domestic peace." (VoL ix. p. 328.) 
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ofSce ; at their head a Miniater of the Crown, Lord Sand- 
wich. The debate continued till near midnight A mo- 
tion for adjournment was made, and the opponents of 
Hastings prevailed in that division , but a Ballot on tho 
main question being demanded for anothei day, the mo- 
tion for his recall was negatived by a majority ot «p- 
■wards of one hundred. 

Lord North was greatly incensed at tin', defeat He 
let fall some angry expressions ; or, at least, some such 
were ascribed to him by the zeal of paitisans The ti\o 
Houses should be called together before Christmas , theie 
should be another India Bill; the Calcutta government 
must be new modelled ; the Company must be restricted 
to its trade. These vague threats wrought too far upon 
Colonel Maclean. He believed bia patron in risk of a 
Parliamentary dismissal, or, perhaps, a Parliamentary cen- 
sure. He was scared instead of being re-assured by the 
dangers which he had surmounted; and thought only 
how to shrink from the dangers to come. He had in his 
possession a private letter, written by Hastings a year 
and a half before, in which Hastings announced his reso- 
lution of resigning if he shonld not find his measures 
supported and approved. In another letter, two months 
afterwards, Hastings had most clearly revoked that reso- 
lution." Nevertheless, Colonel Maclean inOctofeer, 1776, 
thought himself sufficiently empowered to tender to the 
Court of Directors the resignation of the Governor-Gre- 
neral. The Directors, eager to be relieved from their 
embarrassment, made little diificulty. They accepted the 
resignation, and, with the connivance of the Crown, 
named one of their own body, Mr. Edward Wheler, to 
the vacant place in the Council of Bengal, 

But meanwhile the state of that Council had wholly 
changed. In September, 1776, Colonel Monson had died. 
By his decease, and by the means of his own casting 

• The t^vo letters of Hastings, addreesed U> Colonel Ifiiclcaii and 
another agent, and dated March 27. and May 18. 1779, ai-e pub- 
lished at fall let^ith by Mr. Gleig in Hastings's Memoirs. The terms 
of the second letter ace quite esplicit. " I now retract the resolution 
" eoHUGunictttBd to yon soparalelj in my letters of the 27th of 
" March." Compare witJi these docaments l3l6 Article of Charge 
(So. ix.), by Mr. Burke. 
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vote, tlie full powej-s of Government fell back into the 
hands of the Governor-General. With his nsual fixed- 
ness of purpose he now resumed his former policy and 
reappointed his old friends. Above all, after a short 
delay, "Nat Middleton" {for so he fondly calls him), 
became once more the Resident in Oude. " The first act 
"of my authority," said Hastings, "might jiistly be for 
" the retrieval of the first wound which was givea to it." 
Since his Five Tears' Settlement of the land-revenue 
was now drawing to a close, he gave orders for another 
valuation, to bo conducted solely under his own control. 
In spite of the strenuous opposition of Clavering and 
FraQcis, he created a new ofBee for that object. At the 
same time his mind was brooding over a vast scheme for 
the complete ascendancy in India of the English name — 
a system of subsidiary alliance with native princes, and, 
above all, with the Mabob of Oude and the Nizam, — a 
system which it was left to his successors to unfold and 
to pursue. In all these contemplations of coming empire 
it is remarkable how deep and far-sighted were his 
views. Thus, at a time when scarce any other states- 
man bestowed a thought or care upon the martial race 
that dwelt along the banks of the Five Rivers, we find 
Hastings clearly discern and dread their increasing great- 
ness. We find him in one of his Minutes refer with some 
anxiety to "the nation or religious sect of the Seiks," 
and desire some occasion " of blasting the growth of a 
"generation whose strength might become fatal to our 

Such were the schemes that Hastings was maturing, 
when, in June, 1777, a packet-ship from England 
anchored in the Hooghly, and all Calcutta was startled 
with the news that the Governor-General had resigned; 
that his resignation was accepted ; aad that the govern- 
ment was transferred to other hands. No man was more 
astonished at these tidings than the Govern or- Generd 
himself. He declared that Colonel Maclean had far, very- 
far, exceeded his i n't true tions. But he afterwards said, 
that nevertheless he should have felt himself bound by 

* Minula, December 4. 1784. See Bnrfce's Articles of Charge, 
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tlie acts of Ms agent, had Bot General Clayering at- 
tempted to seize the government hy force. Clavering 
never asked whether the offer of resignation was acknow- 
ledged as authentic. He never asked whether — as was 
in fact the case, and as had been expressly stipulated 
with the Directors and with Lord North — the preciBo 
time for the resignation was to be left to the choice of 
Hastings, Without question or parley, he, in his own 
name, summoned a Council, fo which Francis came, and 
at wh'ch Clavering took the usual oath as Governor- 
General As such also he sent his Persian interpreter to 
Hastings with a letter, requiring him to deliver the keys 
of the fort and ti-easury. Meanwhile, in another chamber, 
Hastings took the chair with Barwell by his side, and 
declared himself determined to maintain his just authority 
until further oi-ders should arrive. Then it was that tlie 
attachment of his countrymen stood Hastings in good 
atead. Had there been, as was feared, an appeal to arms, 
there seems little question that all, or nearly all, would 
have ranged themselves upon Jiis side. Seeing this, the 
opposite party agreed, though unwillingly, to his proposal ; 
that they should ask, and should abide by, the opinion of 
the Judges of the Supreme Court This was no season 
for delay ; the case being thus referred to the Judges, 
they met the same evening, and continued all night in 
anxious deliberation. At four the next morning Su" 
Elijah reported their unanimous judgment, that the re- 
signation of Hastings was invalid, and the assumption of 
power by Clavering illegal. Thus was the Govemor- 
Greneral enabled to maintain his ground. On this occa- 
sion he justly felt that his all had been at stake. Writing 
at the time he says ; " If I am gone, and Clavering in 
"possession, they may prove what they will against me, 
"even rape and murder." And a few years laler we find 
bini mention Impey as "a man to whose support I was 
"at one time indebted for the safety of my fortune, 
"honour, and reputation." * 



• Memoirs by Gleig, voL ii. p. 265. ^h■. Gleig docs not give the 
exact date of this last letter, but from the context it appears to have 
Leen written early in the year 1780. I can by no means ngrea with 
those ivlio coiiceiYe that it alludes to the cnsu of Nuucomar. 
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But Hastings was not content with his success on tliis 
oecasion. He endeavoured to pursue it with a degree of 
■violence and indiscretion scarcely leas than his riyal had 
displayed. He prevailed on Barwell to concur in a 
Resolution that General Clavering, by attempting to 
usurp the functions of Governor- General, had sur- 
rendeied and resigned both hia place in Council and hia 
office as Commander in Chief of the Indian forces. 
Against tliis flagrant abuse of victory Clavering and 
Fi-ancis remonstrated in vain. Now, in their turn, they 
appealed to the Judges of the Supreme Court Sir 
Elijah Impey, in the name of bis brethren, pronounced 
it as their unanimous decision, that the Council had no 
legal power to remove one of its members or declai-e his 
seat vacant. This salutary mediation between two ve- 
hement adverse parties— these alternate checks to_ tlie 
excesses of each — seem to me to do honour to Sir Elij ah's 
impartial sense Of justice, and serve to disprove the 
charge brought against his conduct at this juncture, as 
though, for some coi-rapt purpt^e of his own, he had been 
a mere instrument and puppet in tlie hands of Hastings. 
In this struggle the temper of Clavering — a frank, 
plain soldier— had been grievously chafed. Only a few 
■weeks afterwards, in August, 1777, he sickened and 
died. At a later period his friend Mr. Francis thus 
portrays his character : " He waa a strict, rigid man ; 
"not, as some thought, cruel, but rigid, even to pradery, 
" OS I have sometimes told him, when I have seen him 
" refuse little offerings of fruit and flowers, that certainly 
« did not come ■within the legal prohibition of presents."* 
It is said, that the last appearance in public of the 
dying man was, after much solicitation, as a guest at his 
rivafa -wedding -feast. Not many days before General 
Clavemg expired, Warren Hastings married Marian 
Imhoff. t The first husband of tliis lady was a German 
by birth, a Baron by title, a miniature painter by pro- 
feaaion. Hastings had first met them eight years before, 

• Speech in the Housa of CommouE, FeK 26. 1788. 

+ " A native, wo have somewhevo read, of Arohnngel, saja Mr. 
Macanlny of this lady. (Eaaaje, voL iil p. 339.) The preeise autho- 
ntv foi- tW statement appears to be the contempotsty tranalator of 
tha Smi Mntakhai'een. (Vol. ii p. 476. note.) 
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OQ embarking in England for Madraa, -when he found 
them passengers with him on board the "Duke of Grraf- 
" ton." The Baroness was in a high degree graceful 
and engaging; the Baron, at least in equal measure, 
needy and intent on gain. Between the fair Marian and 
Hastings an attachment soon arose ; an attachment 
which, like all his feelings, whether of love or hate, was 
calm, but deep-rooted, and most stedfast ; an attachment 
which appears to have continued without cloud or change 
for well nigh fifty years. A kind of Council was held 
between the lady, her husband and her lover. It was 
agreed that advantage should be taken of the looseness 
of the marriage-tie in Northern Germany ; that the Ba- 
roness, with the Baron's full consent, should commence 
a suit for a divorce in the law-courts of Frajiconia ; that 
meanwhile they should continue to dwell together ; and 
that, on obtaining the desired release, Hastings should 
make the Baroness his wife, adopting for his own her 
two children by the Baron. It may well be supposed, 
that in this negotiation the pecuniary interests of Imhoff 
himself were not forgotten. Some years elapsed before 
the requisite formalities could be gone through in the 
Franconian Courts; but at length, in the sununer of 
1777, the sentence of divorce reached India ; the Baroness 
became Mrs. Hastings, and the Baron returned to Europe 
with wealth far greater than his skill in portrait painting 
could have gained. " 

These transactions, which may be considered as be- 
longing only to private life, were at a later period drawn 
into the public scene. When Hastings himself returned 
to Europe, when his conduct had become the mark for 
ParliamentEuy speeches and Parliamentary impeachments, 
his enemies were never weary of descanting on the dan- 
gerous fascinations of his wife. She was accused of 
receiving presents in India: she was accused of making 
presents in England. Her favourable reception at St. 

• It appeavs from the letters of Goelhe to Madame fle Stein, as 
first published in 1848, that Imlioff, on hie return to Europe, married 
one of Madame de Stein's sisters, and was often seen in rfie Weimar 
circles. When be died, in 1788, Goethe, who had discerned his 
character, goes so far aa to say ; Deine Sehinesler wird taxh ei'nseftea 
knien, dass er Ju ilirem gliick gestorben sei. (See vol. iii. p. 30S.) 
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James's increased the Opposition rage. Through her it 
was eodeavoured to aim an insidious blow against the 
consort of the Sovereign, What other ground, it was 
malignantly asked, except some sordid interest, some 
share in the plundered "wealth of Ormus and of Ind," 
could propitiate towards the relict of Mr. Imhoff the 
most pure and spotless of Queens? All the satirical 
poems of that period teem with, such attacks. * 

In the council-chamber of Bengal the decease of 
Greneral Clavering was nearly balanced by the arrival of 
Mr. Wheler. The new member took par^ in most cases, 
against the Governor- General with Francis. But, be- 
sides that be showed himself a far less acrimonious oppo- 
nent, the power of the casting-vote still left on every 
question the practical ascendancy in the hands of 
Hastings. 

From the supremo government of India let us pass to 
the subordinate-Council of Madras. There, though on a 
smaller scale, dissension had grown to a still more for- 
midable height Some years since a war had been waged 
against the petty kingdom of Tanjore. The Eajah, one 
of the Mahratta princes, had been taken prisoner and 
deposed. The territory had been seized and transferred 
to the Nabob of Arcot. At home the Directors, after no 
small amount of wavering, had disapproved these mea- 
sures. They despatched peremptory orders to restore, 
without loss of time, the Eajah to his throne. Moreover, 
they sent out to the chief place at Madras a personal 
friend of the E^ah, the former Governor, Pigot, who 
had recently been rMsed to an Irish peerage. Thus from 
the first moment of his landing again on Indian ground. 
Lord Pigot found himself in direct opposition to the 
leading members of his Council. He did, however, pro- 
ceed to Tanjore and reinstate the Eiyah. But on hia 
return lie saw a formidable combination leagued against 
him ; at its head Mahomed Ali, the Mabob of Arcot. 

' Thus in the Political Eclc^ues : 

"O'er Momington French prattla hoide commiijid; 
"Hastings buys German phlegm at second -hiind." 
And in the Kolliad we are invited to a description of'tlie ivory 
" bed which was lately presented to Her Majesty by Mrs. Hastings." 
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MaLomed Ali, tlie old ally of the English, aud main- 
tained in his dominion by their means, had not, as was 
expected, fixed his Tesidence in any of his own palaces 
or cities. Abandoning all appearance of state, he dwelt 
in a common country-house, near the suburbs of Madras. 
There he was ever intriguing and caballing witli several 
of the Company's servants. They would supply him 
with money at any suddon call, and well knew how to 
make auch loans most highly advant^eous to themselves. 
Foremost among these usurers stood Mr. Paul BenEeld, 
a man to whom Burke's eloquence has given immortal 
fame, — if fame indeed it should be eaUed! For, as the 
misdeeds of Verres will live for ever in the glowing de- 
nunciations of Cicero, so has tbe genius of Burke poured 
ita imperishable lustre over the whole tortuous track of 
the Madras money-lenders, and rescued from oblivion 
the " Debts of the Nabob of Arcot." * 

Paul Benfield was of humble birth and of no patri- 
mony. He had filled a small place in the Company's 
aerviee at a salary of a few hnndred pounds a year, and 
was chiefly conspicuous for keeping the finest carriages 
and horses at Madras. His ostentatious habits of expense 
did not seem consistent with any large accumulation of 
wealth. To the public surprise he now brought forward 
a claim on the Kabob, for money lent to the amount of 
162,000£, besides another claim on individuals in Tan- 
jore to the amount of 72,000/. For the whole of this 
enormous sum he held assignments on the revenues and 
standing crops in Taiyore ; and he pleaded that his inte- 
rest ought not to be affected by the reinstatement of the 
itajah. The Nabob, when consulted on the matter, at 
once admitted and confirmed the claim. In this case 
Lord Pigot might well suspect collusion. He might also 
reasonably question the right of the Nabob to make any 
such assignments in Tanjore, The majority of his 
Council, however, were inclined to favour these demands, 
and there ensued a long train of angry altei-cations. At 
length the issue was taken on a side-point of smgll im- 
portance — the desire of Lord Pigot to appoint Mr. Eussel, 
one of his own friends, as Eesident at Tanjore. Finding 



« h^a greiit spoedi of Fob. 2B. 17f 
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himself out-voted, Lord Pigot first set tlic dangerous 
example — ao soon to recoil upon himself — of overstepping 
the bounds of law. He assumed that the Governor was 
an integral part of the Council ; that he was not hound 
by the majority against him, and might refuse to cany 
out any decision in which he had not concurred. The 
opp(«it6 doctrine was maintained, no less vehemently, by 
the other members. Upon this an arbitrary order from 
Lord Pigot declared them suspended from their functions ; 
and they, in return, concert«d measures for his arrest. 
The commander of tlie forces. Sir Robert Fletcher (the 
same who, in Bengal, had been cashiered), was at that 
time iU ; but the second in command, Colonel Stuart, was 
upon their side. Oa the 24th of August, 1776, the 
Colonel passed the greater part of the day, in company 
or in business, with Loi-d Pigot ; he both breakfasted and 
dined with him as his familiar friend, and was driving in 
the carriage with him when, according to the Colonel's 
previoas orders, the carriage was surrounded and stopped 
by troops. Hia Lordship was then informed tliat he was 
their prisoner. As such he was forthwith conveyed to 
St. Thomaa's Mount. There he was left in an officer's 
house, with a battalion of artillery to guard him, while 
aU the powers of Government were assumed and admin- 
istered by his opponents in the Council. 

This violent act of the Council of Madras against 
their Governor, produced, at a later period, a keen dis- 
cussion in the House of Commons. Admiral Pigot 
declared, on that occasion, that his brotlier had been 
offered a bribe amounting to 600,000?. in English^ money, 
only to defer, and that for a short and specified time, the 
reinstatement of the Rajah of Tanjore. On the other 
hand, Mr. Stratton, one of the members of the Council 
who had ordered the Governor's arrest, said it was a fact 
well known, that I-ord Pigot might have had his liberty 
again in tliree days, had he chosen to accept it* 

Lk the Courts of Directors and Proprietors there ap- 
peared npon this subject the usual fluctuation. There 
was, however, a better reason for i1^ in a case where 
beyond &M doubt neither party had been free from blame. 

» Debate in the Honso of Commons, April 16. 1779. 
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At length it was agreed that the members of the Council 
■who had concurred in this arrest should be recalled ; and 
on their return they became liable, under Resolutions of 
the House of Commons, to a trial and a fine. At the 
same time a commission was prepared under the Com- 
pany's seal, by which Lord Pigot was restored to his 
office ; but he was directed within one week to give up 
the Grovernment to his successor, and embark for England. 
By these means it was intended to avoid a triumph, or 
the appearance of a, triumph, to either side. But long 
before these orders could be received in India, Iiord Pigot 
was beyond the reach of any human sentence. After 
eight months of confinement he died at St. Thomas's 
Mount 

Early in 1778 the government of Madras was assumed 
by Sir Thomas Rumbold. He might avoid dissensions 
■with his Council, but on other grounds he incurred, and 
not unjustly, the censure of the Court of Directors. In 
less than three years we find him utterly dismissed from 
their service. He was accused of tyranny to the Chiefs 
of the Northern Circars, of injustice to the Niaam, of 
arrogance to Hyder Ali. Nor did even his personal cha- 
racter stand clear from all reproach. It was proved that, 
during his two years of government, he waa enabled to 
remit to London more than three times the amount of 
his legal salary. * In the Session of 1 782 a Bill of Pains 
and Penalties against him for breaches of public trust 
was brought in by Mr. Dundas ; but ceased to attract 
attention, or to be actively pressed, amidst the Minis- 
terial changes that ensued. Well might Mr. Pox observe, 
however; "If the Bill should be lost for want of at- 
" tendance, that would not clear the character of Sir 
" Thomas Eumbold." 

■* Second Beport of the CommiMaa of Secrecy, 17S1. Sic Thomas 
alleged, in reply, that he had at the lime properly of his own in 
Indin ; and 1^ was proved bj the evidence and accounte of his 
attorney, Mr. Price. But, on making full allowauoe for these, aaya 
Professor Wilson, "there still remains a considerable Enm to be 
" accounted for, to explain the lai'ge amoont of his remittances to 
" England." (Nolo toMill's Hist. vol. iv. p. 151,, and aoother, p. 173.) 
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In the last two chapters wo have traced tlie progress of 
our Eastern empire when not assailed, nor even threat- 
ened, by any European enemy. The scene is now about 
to change. That war which, commencing in North 
America, troubled not England only but also France and 
Spain, cast its baleful shadows to the Mexican seas on 
the one side, and to the shores of Coromaudel on the 
other. Then it was that the experience, the energy, 
the high statesmanship of Hastings were signally dis- 
played. Then it was, that the value of his services was 
felt even by his adversaries in Downing Street or Leaden- 
iiall. Lord North, to his honour, laid aside all party 
resentment. As he afterwards stated in the House of 
Commons, he knew the abilities of Mr. Hastings, and 
felt that this was not the time for any change in the 
government of India,* Thus, when the period of Five 
Tears fixed by the Eegulating Act had expired, the 
Governor-General was quietly and without a struggle 
re-appointed. 

At the beginning of 1778, the tidings were already 
rife among the native races, that tengih dunia, or New 
World, as they called America, had broken loose fivjm 
the country of the coompant sahib, f Already might 
they hear the rising sounds of exultation from the rival 
settlements of Chandernagore and Pondicherry. But 
the first sign or symptom that reached Hastings of French 
cabds in India came from the Mahratta States. These 
had grown to greatness in the decline of the Mogul 
empire and risen on its ruins, bat had since been weakened 

» Speech, Jnno 1. 1786. Pari. Hist. vol. xsvi. p. 46. 
f Seir Mutakhaieen, vol. iii. p. 332. 
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by dissensions of their own. Among tliemselvea, as in 
the venerable monarclij" from the ruins of which they 
had sprung, there was a wide line between tbe real and 
the rightfnl exercise of power. The iineal heir of Si- 
vajee, the true Sovereign in name, tad become a mere 
Btate-priaoner in tlie palace of Sattara. The actual au- 
thority was vested in a great m^istrate, or chief of the 
Council, who was called the Peshwah, and who held 
court with regal state at Poonah. Through a strange 
anomaly that Ministerial office descended by hereditary 
rights and sometimes therefore devolved upon a minor. 
The Peshwah, besides his own or the Eajah of Sattara's 
dominions, always claimed, and occasionally exercised, 
a tind of feudal supremacy over the other Mahratta 
principalities that lay scattered in the wide expanse be- 
tween tlie hill-forts of Mysore and the waters of the 
Ganges. First among them were the houses of Scindiah 
and of Holkai' ; the Guicowar, who ruled in Guzerat ; 
and the Bonslah, or Eajah of Eerar, a scion of the line 
of Sivajeo. All these Mahratta chiefs, in common with 
their subjects, held the Brahmin faith ; in that respect, 
as in some others, forming a remarkable contrast to the 
race of the Mahomedan conquerors beside them, as the 
Nizam and the Visier. The mean origin of the first 
Mahratta freebooters is denoted even in the hereditary 
titles of their princes ; the Guicowar, for example, sig- 
nifies only the cow-herd. It is denoted also bj the 
simple and abstemious habits which they long preserved. 
A Mussulman historian, the contemporary of Warren 
Hastings, describes the most powerful Mahratta ruler of 
his time, as living only on the food of the poorest peasant 
— on black bread made of Eadjrah, nnripe mangoes, and 
raw red pepper. " Let the reader," says the more refined 
Mahomedan, " guess the taste of the whole nation by 
" this sample of its chiefs. And although," he adds, 
" they have come to command kingdoms and to rule over 
" empires, they are still the beggars they have been. 
" Go to any of them, from the lowest cleric to the Mi- 
" nister of State, and the first words which you shall 
" hear from them are always these : — ' What have you 
" ' brought fdr me? — Have you brought anything for 
" ' me ?' and should any man go empty-handed to them. 
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" tliey would strip liim of his turban and coat, and then 
" recommend him dOTOiitly to Almighty God!"* 

Between the chiefs at Poonali and the Presideney of 
Bombay there had been in former years soma intricate 
negotiations and some desultory wars. The English had 
obtained possession of the island of Salsette, which, so 
lately as 1750, the Mahrattas had wrested from the Por- 
tuguese. They had also given shelter to a deposed and 
exiled Peshwah named Eagoba, or Ragonant Eow, who 
still carried on a cabal, and kept up a party, at home. 
Such was the posture of affairs when the Governor- 
Genera] was startled by the tidings that a French ship 
had anchored in one of the Mahratta ports, and that a 
French agent had set out for Poonah. This Frenchman 
pi-oved to be the Chevalier de St. Lubin, an adyentnrer 
who had formerly taken some part in the intrigues of the 
Presidency of Madras, and who had now obtained from 
his own government a clandestine commission to treat 
with the Mahrattas. It was reported to Hastings, that 
already they had agreed to his terms, and consented to 
yield to the French the port of Choul, on the coast of 
Malabar. " War is now inoritable," said Hastings to 
his Council ; " let us then be the first to strike a blow ! " 
Tn this suggestion he was, as usual, supported by Earwell, 
and, as usual, opposed by Francis and Wheler, but, as 
usual also, his easting-vote prevailed. It was resolved, 
that a division of the Bengal army should be sent across 
the Jumna, and march through Bundelcuud upon the 
Peshwah's country. Orders were sent to the CoimcU of 
Bombay to enter into a concert of measures with Eagoba, 
and strive by all means to forward his pretensions. At 
the same time the Governor- General commenced an 
active negotiation, and sought to form a close alliance 
with another claimant to a principal place among the 
Mahratta chiefs — with Bonslah, the ruler of Eerar. 

It has been questioned, how fin in these dealings with 
the Mahrattas, Hastings acted strictly in good f^th. 

* Seir Mutiikhiireoii, voL iii. p. 228. TUo word Gai or Gao, 
which lies at tie I'oot of Gvictiwm, when combinetl with rus (ths 
I^n ros), forms the poetical nnme which the Hindoos give to milk; 
gaaras, or cow-deiv. 

VOL. Tn. T 
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Certeinly, at least, Le is entitled to the praise, at a most 
difficult crisis, of energy and skill. The news of the dis- 
aster at Saratoga, far from damping his spirit, only animat- 
ed bis endeavours. "If it be really true " — thus he spoke 
to his Council — "that the British avras and influence 
" have suffered so severe a check in the Western world, 
"it is the more incumbent on those who are charged 
" with the interests of Great Britain in the East to ex- 
" ert themselves for the retrieval of the national loss." * 
Only a few days after the Governor- General had thus 
spoken — only a few weeks after the British troops had 
marched — the further intelligence which the policy of 
Hastings had anticipated came. On the 7th of July, a 
letter from Mr, Baldwin, the Consul of England at Cairo, 
brought the news to Calcutta, that in the month of March 
preceding, war had been proclaimed both in London and 
in Paris. Wot an hour did Hastinga lose. " On the 
" same day," he says, " we wrote to the Governor of Fort 
" St. George, to prepare for the ininiediate attack of 
" Pondicherry ; and we set them an example on the 10th, 
" by the capture of Chandernagore." "j" 

Pondicherry was invested by Sir Hector Munro, at the 
head of the Madras army. It yielded, after a bravo 
resistance, and an engagement off the coast, between the 
French and English squadrons. Then the French re- 
tained nothing in India but Mahe, a small fort amd settle- 
ment on tlie coast of Malabar ; and this also was reduced 
by the English from Madras, in the course of the ensuing 
spring. Meanwhile, in Bengal, the zeal of Hastings had 
directed the most active measures of defence. Several' 
further batteries were raised along the river. Several 
armed cruizers were equipped. Stores for three months, 
both of ammunition and victuals, were laid up in Fort 
William. Nine new battalions of Sepoys were enrolled. 
A demand for three battalions more was made upon the 
Eajah of Benares, and was agreed to, the Rajah being re- 
garded as a feudatory prince, and required to contribute 

* Dedai'ation in Council, June 22. 1778. Burke's Articles of 
Chai^, XX. 

f To lAurence Sulivan, Esq., August 18. 1778. Memoirs bj 
Gleig, vol. ii. p. 203. 
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his share to the burthens of the war. The artLUery was 
reinforced by recruits from the natiye Lascaj:s ; while 
the Europeans at Calcutta, to the number of one thousand, 
were enrolled as Militia in case of need. " Mr. Francis " 
— thus wriffls the Grovemor - GSeneral to a private 
friend — " affects to regard our means as insufftcient, our 
" resources as already exhausted, a Preuch invasion as 
" impending, and the country incapable of resistance. I 
" am, for my own part, confirmed in my opinion, that the 
" French, if they ever attempt the invasion of Bengal, 
" must mate their way to it by an alliance with one of 
" the powers of the country ; and the only power with 
" which that can be at present effected is the Mahratta." 

To this Mahratta expedition, therefore, the eyes of 
Hastings were anxiously turned. At first it was far 
from prospering. The commanding officer. Colonel 
Leslie, instead of pursuing his march after he had crossed 
the Junma, loitered during four months, without the least 
necessity, in the plains of Bundelcund, His recall was 
unanimously voted in the Council-chamber at Calcutta, 
and was only anticipated by tidings of his death. His 
successor, Colonel Goddard, was an excellent and enter- 
prising officer. He advanced at once into Berar, But 
further delays ensued in consequence of successive revo- 
lutions at the Court of Poonah. To await the effects of 
these, orders to halt were sent to Colonel Goddard from 
the Council of Bombay. Perhaps, however, their real 
object was to clutch the expectai credit for themselves, 
since before the close of the year they sent forth an expe- 
dition of their own. That body of troops exceeded 4000 
in number ; it was accompanied by Eagoba ; and the 
principal officer who served in it was Colonel Egerton. 
But by a most infelicitous arrangement, the superintend- 
ence and control of the expedition was vested by the 
Council in a travelling Committee ; or, in other words, 
field-deputies, according to the former precedents of 
Holland. 

On climbii^ the Ghauts or passes and entering the 
Mahrattas' territory, Colonel Egerton was not joined, as 
E^oba had encouraged him to hope, by any chief of 
importance, nor by any considerable number of adherents. 
On the contraiy, he saw around him irregular troops of 
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tostile cavalry, retiring as he advanced, but active and 
Buecessful in cutting off his supplies. His own move- 
ments at this juncture were sufficiently deliberate : only 
eight miles in eleven da^a. In January, 1779, he had 
reached a point within sixteen miles of Poonah, There 
he found an army assembled to oppose him, and the Com- 
mittee-men, losing courage, made up their minds to a 
retreat. A retreat was begun accordingly that night, 
and continued until the next afternoon, when, at a place 
called Wargaum, the English found themselves sur- 
rounded and hemmed in. One brave subaltern, Captmn 
Hartley, offered to cut his way through, and to carry 
back the little aimy to Bombay, declaring that he could 
rely upon his men. His superior ofScers, on the other 
hand, deemed any such attempt chimerical, and deter- 
mined to seek their safety in negoliatioD, Tlie terms 
required for their unmolested passage were hard indeed, 
yet, hard though they were, cou!d not be disputed unless 
by ami£. It was agreed that all the acquisitions gained 
by the English from the Mahratfas, since the peace of 
1756, should be restored. It was further agreed, that 
the person of Eagoba should" be given up, not indeed to 
the Poonah chiefs, but to Sciudiah. 

In mitigation of this last ignominious clause we may 
observe that, even previously, Eagoba, seeing the ill 
plight of the English army, and despairing of its safe 
return by force of arms, had declared his own, intention 
of surrendering himself to Sciudiah, as to a mediator and 
umpire rather than an enemy. Already for some days 
had he been in correspondence with that chief The 
Committee felt, therefore, the less scruple in consenting 
to his surrender when required as a stipulation of their 
treaty. Yel^ in spite of some such extenuating circum- 
atauces, the convention of Wargaum may justly be 
regarded as the most discreditable to the anus of Eng- 
land ever framed since they had first appeared on Indian 
soil. To the English, in ail three Presidencies, it seemed 
like a Saratoga in miniature. To the French partisans 
throHghout India it gave a bolder spirit and a louder 
tone. It combined, if not the whole Mahratta empire, 
yet several more of the Mahratta chiefs against us. It 
revived the hopes, and disclosed the animosity, both of 



_.uogk' 



INDIA.} seiNDIAH AKD nOLKAR. 



277 



the Nizam and Hyder jUi ; but oa the mind of the Go- 
vemor-GeKcral it had no effect. As ever, that was firm 
and fearless. He refused to alter his plans: he refused 
to recall his troops. On the contrary, he at once directed 
G«ddard to advance. General Goddaa'd (for to that 
higher rank was he speedily promoted) justified the con- 
fidence of Hastmgs by his energy and skill. In his 
campaign of that year, and of the following, he, in great 
measure, retrieved and worthily maintained the honour 
of the British arms. At one time we see him reduce by- 
storm the fort of Ahmedabad ; at another time, by a 
siege, the city of Bassein. On amother occasion he 
appears gaining a victory over the entire force, 40,000 
strong, of Scindiah and Holkax combined. Meanwhile 
Ragoba had found early means to escape from the hands 
of Scmdiali, and took shelter in Surat Thus the advan- 
tages to the MaLrattas from the day of Wargaum proved 
fl.eeting and sliort-lived. 

In a hilly district lying to the soutli of Agra, and 
bearing, at that time, the name of Gohud, Hastings 
waged war upon a smaller scale. With the Hindoo 
prince, or Eana, of that district he had concluded an 
alliance. The Eana being, in consequence, attacked by 
the Mahrattas, applied to his confederates in Bengal ; and 
a small body of troops, under Captain Pophanj, was sent 
to. his support. Not merely did Captain Popham, with 
little assistance from the Eaiia, clear Gohud from its 
invaders, but he carried the war into some of the Mahratta 
countiy ; he besieged and reduced the citjr of I^ahar ; and 
he gMned renown throughout the East when he took, by 
escalade, a rock-fortress which was deemed impregnable 
— the "castled crag" of Gwalior.* 

In these and his other military measures Hastings was 
not left to rely upon his own unassisted judgment. At 
the first outbreak of the war with France the Cabmet 

* The strength of Uiia roct-foctresa appears at all dmes to have 
filled the Gwalior troops with overweening confidence. So lately as 
1843, we find die Besidant at Gwalior ropovt them as " Tauntingly 
" declaring that they are come ont to resist the fiirther advance of 
"the Go»eraor-Gcner^, and to make the British force recross the 
"Chmnbul!" (Lettei-of Cplonel Sleemaa, Dec 25. 1843. Gwalior 
Papers, p. ISl.) Only four days aftei'wards, the great battle of 
MaliarBj-poor corrected this slight misapprehension. 
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of London had determined to send ba«k to the Indian 
service the most illustrious of its veterans; the same 
who had led the charge at Wandewaah, and received the 
keys of Poadicherry. Sir Eyre Coote, invested with a 
two-fold rank as commander of the forces and as member 
of the Council, arrived at Calcutta in March 1779. He 
had no disposition to ally himself with Francis, or 
intrigue against Hastings ; yet he gave nearly as much 
trouble to the latter as ever had Francis himself. The 
lapse of almost twenty years since his last successes 
had not been without effect, either on his body or his 
mind. He had become less active in his movements, and 
more fretful in his temper. A love of gain had grown 
up side by side with his love of glory ; and strongly im- 
pressed with his own great merits, he was ever prone to 
deem himself slighted or neglected. It required constant 
care in Hastings to avoid or to explain away any causes 
of offence between them, while at the same, time the 
Governor-General was striving to obbun for him a large 
increase to his allowances from the Nabob of 0«de, or 
other less obvious quarters. These additional allowances 
to Sir Eyre Coote were urged, at a later period, as 
additional charges against Hastings himself, although he 
had never sought to derive from them the smallest selfish 
advantage, and was only zealous — too zealous it might 
be — to carry out his public objects by the helpmates or 
by the instruments, which he had not chosen, but which 
a higher authority assigned him.* 

Iftiither from Sir Eyre, nor yet from Wheler, at this 
juncture, did Francis obtain more than occasional support 
— far distant from the constant concurrence of Clavering 
and Monson. Ho found, also, that by his unavailing 
course of opposition, all his humbler partisans were shut 
out from every share of patronage and power. At this 
juncture, therefore, he showed some readiness to relax in 
his hostility. On the other part, Hastings likewise had 
several strong motives to desire reconcilement. He 
wished to rid himself of a daily-recurring obstruction. 

• See Burko'B Articles of Charge, xvL sect. 36., &c. Before the 
cloee of 1779, we iiiid Hastinga thus write of Sir Eyre:—" My letters 
« have been all friendly to him ; his to me all petnlant and suspicious ; 
" I fenow not why or for what, I bear with him, and will bear, for I 
« am lost if he nbandoca me," (Memoirs by Gleig, vol. ii. p. 242.) 
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He wished to release his friend Barwel!, who had amassed 
a large fortune, and who was eager to return with it to 
England, but who had promised to remain in India, so 
long aa his help was needed. Under these eircumatances, 
early in the year 1780, an engagement was concluded, 
according to which IVancis proposed to desist from 
systematic opposition, and to acquiesce in all the mea- 
sures for the prosecution of the Mahratta war, while 
Hastings undertook to appoint Mr. Fowke, and some 
other adherents of TVancis, to certain loeratiTe posts. 
On the faith of this agreement, and with the full consent 
of Hastings, Barwell embarked for Europe. But, only 
a few weeks afterwards, the old dissension at the Coun- 
cil-Board burst forth anew. The immediate cause was 
the expedition in Gohud. Hastings alleged that this was 
only a branch of his Mahratta war ; Francis, on the con- 
trary, mfflntained that this was a separate object, to which 
he was not pledged, and which he might freely oppose. 
The Governor-General, on this occasion, lost, or laid 
aside, his customary calmness, and in reply to a Minuio 
of his rival, placed on record, in Council, the following 
words: — "I do not trust to Mr. Francis's promises of 
"candour, conviaced that he is incapable of it. I judge 
"of his public conduct by his private, which I have 
"found to be void of truth and honour." After such 
expressions Hastings may be justly charged with the 
entire blame of the scandal which ensued, "When the 
Council broke up, Francis drew the Governor- General 
into another chamber, and read to him a challenge ; it 
was accepted by Hastings, and they met on the day but 
one after— on the morning of the I7th of August. It 
was between five and six o^lock, and the sun hsid not yet 
fully risen on the sacred river and the boundless plain ; 
but there was already the stir of life among the dusky 
races of Bengal. "I am ashamed," thus afterwards 
wrote Hastings, "to have been made an actor in this 
" sillj* affair ; and I declare to you, upon my honour, that 
" such was my sense of it at the time that I was much 
"disturbed by an old woman whose curiosity prompted 
"her to stand by as a spectatress." He adds: "A scene 
"so Utile comprehended by the natives of this part of 
" the world, attracted others of the same stamp from the 
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"adjacent villages to partake in the entertainment."* 
With surprise indeed they must have gazed. None of 
their own most barbaric rites — neither the zealot who 
rushes forward to be crushed by the car of Juggernaut, 
nor the widow compelled to share the funeral pile of her 
dead lord, nor the worshipper of Siva, deeming that he 
gains the favour of the idol if he sheds the blood of an 
innocent wayfarer — none of these, when first beheld, 
could have more greatly amazed the island-strangers 
than were the Hindoos to see two members of that 
Council, sent over for their governance, engage in single 
combat, according to certain fancied rules ; each seeking, 
as he would explain it, not to destroy the other, but only 
to clear himself; each taking a careful aim at his an- 
tagonist, yet each ready, should he see that antagonist 
fall, to express a generous sympathy, and to staunch, to 
the utmost of his power, the wound which he had made. 
Hastings and Francis fired at nearly the same instant ; 
Hastings was unharmed, but Francis was shot through 
the side. He was conveyed to an adjacent honse, where 
the surgeons found, that although his wound was severe, 
his life was not in danger. In the course of the same 
day Hastings sent his secretary with a message to the 
sick man, expressing his concern, and offering to call 
upon him when his health should be sufficiently restored. 
Francis coldly acknowledged the civility, but said, that 
after what had passed, the Governor-General and himselS 
could meet only at the Council-Board. There accord- 
ingly they did meet for some weeks more ; but eariy in 
the next December Francis gave iip his office and re- 
turned to England. In taking that step, he did no more 
than fulfil an intention which, finding his influence 
wholly declined, he had formed even in the preceding 
year. At that time his position and his purpose were 
delineated, as follows, by his chief: "Francis is mi- 
" Borable ; and is weak enough to declare it, in a manner 
" much resembling a passionate woman whose hands are 
" held to prevent her from doing mischiefi He vows he 
" will go home in November, but I do not beHeve that 
" his resolution is so fixed as he pretends." f 
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Disaeusion with Francis, however fierce, was no no- 
velty to Hastings. But during the same period he had 
to wage a painful warfare with a former friend — Sir 
Elijah Impey. In the Eegulating Act of 1773 the limits 
between Uie judicial and political powers which it insti- 
. tnted had not been duly defined. Thus it happened, 
that on several points in practice the Supreme Court 
came to clash with the Supreme Council. Moreover, 
the new Judges had gone out with overstrained ideas of 
their rights and privileges. They would scarcely ac- 
knowledge any co-ordinate authority for which they 
could find no precedent in Westminster Hall. " Who" — 
thus on one occasion spoke Mr. Justice Le MMstre — 
" who are the Provincial Chief and Council of Dacca ? 
" They are no Corporation in the eye of the law, A 
" man might as well say that he was commanded by the 
" King of the Fairies as by the Council of Dacca ; be- 
" eause the law knows no such body."* On these prin- 
ciples it happened that the most cherished customs and. 
feelings, both of the Hindoos and of the Mussulmans, 
were often set at nought. It was impossible for the 
Grovemor- General to view their resentment with indif- 
ference or without an effort at redress. The consequent 
dissension between the Supreme Court and the Supreme 
Council for a long time only smouldered. At last, in 
the beginning of 1780, it burst into open flame. The 
immediate cause was the progress of a suit which had 
been brought f^ainst a wealthy landholder, the Eajah of 
Cossijurali, by Cossinaut Baboo his agent at Calcuttt^ 
■when the Judge issued a writ to sequester his lands and 
goods. For this object an armed band, consisting of 
sixty men and commanded by ^ Serjeant of the Court, 
was despatched to Cossijurali. The Rajah, with a just 
apprehension of the ten-ors of the law, had already fied 
from his house. Nevertheless it was forcibly entei-ed 
by the gang of bailiffs ; nor did they even shrink from 
breaking open the zbkana, or the women's chambers, 
ever held sacred in the East amidst the worst barbarities 
of war. The servants of the Bajah stood at the threshold 
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ready to resist, so far as they could resist, wiat titey 
deemed the dishoDour of their master, but some of them 
■rocro -wounded and the rest beaten back and overborne. 
Nor was this all. It was alleged by the Bajah, that not 
only had hia Zenana been forced and his property plun- 
dered, but his place of ■worship also had been stripped of 
its ornaments, and his coUection of revenue been pre- 
vented. 

When these tidings reached Calcutta, the Governor- 
General, supported on this one occasion by his Couneil's 
unanimous assent, took, as was his duty, effectual mea- 
snres of redress. A circular was issued to the land- 
holders of Bengal explaining that^ unless In certain spe- 
cified cases, they owed no obedience to the mandates of 
the Supreme Court. Upon this, all patience and all 
prudence departedfrom Sir Elyah Impey and his brother 
Judges. Even the most violent steps did not seem to 
them too strong. They cast into prison Mr. North 
Naylot, the Company's attorney, merely because, as he 
was bound to do, he had obeyed the orders of the Council. 
They caused a summons to be seryed on every member 
of the Council requiring him to appear at their bar, and 
to answer for his public acts. Hastings and the other 
members refused to obey the calL The Judges prp- 
nounced the refusd fo be " a clear contempt of His Ma- 
"jesty's law and of his Courts." It is difficult to say 
to what extremities — scarcely short of civil war — this 
collision might have grown, had not Cossinaut, no doubt 
on some secret inducements held out to him by the 
Governor- General, suddenly dropped his actions at law ; 
thus depriving the Judges of all present materials upon 
which their wrath could build. 

The immediato case might thus be dealt with, but a 
more permanent remedy was needed. With this view, 
the fertile brain of Hastings devised another scheme. 
Under the Act of 1773 there were certain judicial powers 
which belonged to the Supreme Council as a tribunal of 
appeal from some of the provincial Courts, but which the 
Supreme Council had neither sufficient time, nor yet 
sufficient knowledge, to exert, Hastings proposed that 
these powers should bo henceforth vested in a Judge ap- 
pointed by the Governor and Council, and removable at 
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their pleasure, aad that this newly appointed Judge 
Bhould bo no other thaa the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, Such was the scheme which, in September 1780, 
Hastings laid before his colleagues in the Government, 
and which, in spite of etrenuous opposition from Fraucia 
and from Wheler, was cajried through. To Francis, 
who almost immediately afterwards returned to England, 
there only remained the spiteful satisfiwition of spreading 
far and wide among his friends and the public at homo 
the charge, that the Chief Justice had been bribed from 
8. course of opposition by a new salary of 8,O0OZ. a year. 
It must be owaed, that whenever ijiere has been strife 
betweou two persons, and whenever that strife is ended 
by the one accepting from the other a post of honour and 
of profit, we shall seldom err in casting heavy censure 
on the character of one or both. In this case, however, 
there are several circumstances of alleviation or defence 
which were not known to, or not weighed by, the public 
at the time, but which demand the careful consideration 
of a later age. la the first place, there appears no in- 
consistency in the course pursued on this occasion by Sir 
Elijah Impcy. His proceedings on the suit of Cossinaut 
were already closed.- On the general question, he had 
struggled and protested against that portion of judicial 
power claimed by the members of the Supreme Council ; 
he was bound therefore to be satisfied, when those mem- 
bers, of their own accord, divested themselves of that 
judicial power, and transferred it to judicial hands. No 
complaint, however shght, of his reconciliation could 
surely have been raised had any other judge but himself 
been named to the new post Impey would have done 
far better to dechne it, yet it does not follow, that in 
accepting it liis motives were ail of a sordid kind. In 
his secret letters to his nearest kindred some weeks after- 
wards, while, adverting to the great additional labour 
which he had consented to discharge, he declares that he 
did so — "in the hope that I may be able to convert 
" these courts which, from ignorance or oorruption, have 
" hitherto been a curse, into a blessing. No pecuniary 
" satisfaction has been offered or even mentioned to me." * 
igland, HoYember 12. 
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Thus he liad taken the duty without aay promise of re- 
ward, although in the same private letter we find him 
frankly acknowledge — " but I do not imagine it is in- 
" tended that my trouble is to go unrecompensed." Some 
weeks afterwards the Council did accordrogly defermine 
that a salary, not, as was said, of eight thousand, but of 
five thousand pounds a year, should be attached to the 
new office, * Then, however. Sir Elijah stated, that he 
should refiise to accept any part of this money until the 
opinion of the Lord Chancellor had been asked and 
obtained from England. There are still extant the 
regular vouchers of the stuns paid to the Chief Justice in 
pursuance of the Council's order, and paid back by him 
to the Company's account. And in point of fact, neither 
then nor at any time afterwards was a single rupee of 
this new salary received for his own use by Sir Elijah 
Impey. f 

The Mahratta campaign, and the altercations with 
Francis and with Impey, however burthensome to Hast- 
ings, were not, at tliis time, bis only, nor yet his greatest, 
care. Another and more pressing danger rose in view, 
Hyder Ali, the mighty sovereign of Mysore, had observed 
with much displeasure, the British expedition to Mab6, 
On several lesser points also he had been most impru- 
dently thwarted and chafed by Sir Thomas Eumbold at 
Madras. With his usuid energy of character, he made 
few complaints, but actively matured his plans. He saw 
that the opportunity was favourable ; that the English 
were now entangled in a difficult war with the Mahrattas, 
and that a French armament was soon expected on the 
coast of Coromandel, He drew together an anny which 
amounted, or at least which popular terror magnified, to 
90,000 men, Tliese forces, though wild and savage, were 
not wholly wanting in European discipline ; they had 
been trmned, in part, by good officers from France, and 

* Mimitfsof the Ecrenne Council, December 22. 1780. 

+ Sse the fiicts of the case, imd the documents to pi-ove it, set forth 
at iiill length in tlie Memoii's of Impey, hy his son, pp. 209 — 228, 
And again, pp. 266—263, The reader should be, of coaree, on Ms 
guard against the writBv's Was, and eliould judge only from the docu- 
ments themsclres. 
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they drew into the field, -with competent aitiUerymen, 
one hundred pieces of artiUery. 

Besides these resources of skiU and of experience, 
there were other expedients which stand in glaring con- 
trast to the former, but which, in the opinion of the 
Sovereign of Mysore, were not less coadacive to success. 
He gave orders that, in all the temples of his capital, 
there should be performed, with the utmost solemnity, 
the mysterious rite of the jebbdm. It is singular that 
both Hyder and his son Tippoo (the one at least a nomi- 
nal, and the other a zealous, Mussuhnan) appear to have 
held implicit faith in the Hindoo forms of superstition 
which are denoted by that word. The forms are of 
various kinds. Sometimes, to obtain the end which the 
prince desires, the Brahmins stand up to their breasts in 
■water, beating the water with their hands, and howling 
forth their incantations. Sometimes, with the same view, 
a snake of the Cobra CapeUa kind is suspended by the 
tail from the roof of the apartment, while incense is 
burned at a fire kindled immediately below. In all these 
ceremonies, the presence of salt was deemed as unlucky 
as the spilling it in England. * . , . 

The Grovemment of Madras was, ahnost to the last, 
unconscious of its danger. Early in April 1780, Sir 
Thomas Rumbold had sailed for England, congratulating 
himself, in the final Minute he recorded, that aU was 
tranquil, and that no disturbance of the cahn was to 
■be feared. His successor, Mr. Whitehill, was a man 
wholly unequal to the charge. Almost the same might 
be said of Sir Hector Munro, the commander of the 
forces ■ for either age or climate had dealt hardly with 
the hero of Buxar. Thus the English chiefs were nearly 
taken by surprise, when, in the height of summer, the 
horsemen of Mysore, the vanguard of Hyder-s _ arm y 
came dashing down the passes that lead from their wild 
hills. This was the invasion which some years afterwards 



• See Colonel Wilks'B South of India, vol. ii. p. 254. noSe. Our 
own soperstition Da to adt^piUing has, m ^1 probab.hp-, an Eastern 
oriain. Bnt there is a curious passage in Cervantes, showing tliM at 
one time in Spain it was confined to members of a smgle noble 
familr— file MendozaE. (Don Quixote, oh. 58. vol. vi. p. 154. ed. 
Paris, 1814,) 
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■was described witli so much glowing eloquence by Burte. 
This was the "black cloud that hung for a while on tho 
" declivities of the mountains." This was the " menacing 
" meteor which blackened all the horizon until it sud- 
" denly burst, and poured down the whole of its contents 
" upon the plains of the Carnatic."* 

At the approach of Hyder'a army, the frontier-posts, 
held by Sepoys, surrendered wiih bat slight resistance; 
and his onward progress was marked by fire and the 
sword. From the summit of St. Thomas's Mount the 
people of Madras could see, on the horiaon, columns of 
dark smoke ascend from the burning villages. The 
ladies and the children (and may we not indude some 
gentlemen ? ) were filled with terror and affright. Their 
gay villas around the city were forsaken, while the 
narrow space behind the cannon of Fort St. Gteorge was 
thronged. In the field there were already some not 
wholly inconsiderable forces. Sir Hector Monro had 
above five thousand men, and Colonel Eaillie above three. 
Some active and useful aid to these forces was expected 
from the constant ally of England, the Nabob of Arcot. 
A Mussulman noble, sent by that potentate, did aecord- 
ingly arrive, with great ceremony, at Sir Hector's camp. 
He said to Munio that he was ordered, by Mahomed Ali, 
to attend him, but had no powers given him to procure 
either provisions or intelligence — the only two things 
needed. "As I wanted neither a valet nor a cook," 
says the (Jeneral, "I told the gentleman I would dis- 
*' pense with his services ! " ^ 

Had Baillie and Munro at once combined their forces, 
as they might and should, it seems probable, from the 
much larger number of Europeans in their ranks, that 
they might have stood firm against all the armies of 
Mysore. But their torpor, or perhaps their jealousy, 
delayed them, and thus enabled Hyder to assail them 
singly, while yet only a few miles asunder. On the 10th 
of September the troops of Baillie were overwhelmed and 
cut to pieces. A similar fafe might have befallen Munro 

* SpeechoiiilieHahobof Arcot'sdebtB,Pel)niarj28.1785. The 
first germ of this fine passive lies perhaps in ^e Ku^vmv uinnp vtipos 
of Demosthenes irtpi tuu mf^mv. 

t Wilks's South of India, voL ii. p. 26S. 
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had he not saved himself by a precipitate rctroat towards 
Mount St. Thomas, iirst casting his artillery into the 
tanks, and relinquishing his baggage and stores. Thus 
only the walled towns remained to the English : all the 
open country was, or would be, Hyder's, 

A swift-sailing ship, despatched for the express 
purpose, brought tttese ill tidings to Calcutta on the 23rd 
of the same month. On no occasion, either before or 
since, were the genius, the energy, the master-spirit of 
Hastings more signally displayed. In a single day he 
framed a new syst«m of pohcy, renouncing his late 
favourite schemes, and contemplating only the altered 
state of public affwrs. In his own words — "All my 
" hopes of ^grandising the British name and enlai^ing 
" the interests of the Company, gave instant place to the 
" more urgent call to support the existence of both in 
" the Carnatic ; nor did I hesitate a moment to abandon 
" my own views for such an object. The Mahratta wai* 
" has been, and is yel, called mine. God knows why. I 
" was forced into it. It began with the acts of others 
" unknown to me. I never professed any other design 
" but to support the Presidency of Bombay, if it bad 
" succeeded in the plans which it had formed, or to pro- 

" tect and save them if they failed Perhaps the 

" war with Hyder may be, in lile manner, called my 

On the 25th the council met. The Governor- General 
proposed, that a treaty not merely of peace but of alli- 
ance should be tendered to the Mahrattas, yielding the 
main points at issue in the war ; that every soldier 
available in Bengal should at once be shipped off to 
Madras ; that fifteen Lacs of Rupees should without de- 
lay be despatched to the same quarter ; that Sir Eyre 
Coote, as alone sufficient, should be requested to assume 
the chief command against Mysore; and that the powers 
allowed to the Supreme Presidency by the Act of 1773 
ahould be strained to the utmost, by superseding Mr. 
WhitehiU, the new and incapable Governor of Fort St. 
George. Francis, whose hatreds were as usual much 
stronger than his patriotism, raised his voice almost for 

* Letter to L. Snlivao, Esq., October 28, 1780. 
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the last time in India to declare, tb.at he would have sent 
only one half of the money and none of the troopa. 
Nevertheless, the proposals of Hastings were carried 
through, and Sir Eyre Coote obeyed the honourable call 
to the scenes of his past glory. In the iirst days of 
November he landed at Madras. No sooner had he taken 
bis seat ia Council, than he produc«d the document from 
Hastings suspending Mr. Whitehill. That gentleman, 
tliough taken by surprise, attempted some faint demur, 
but^ the majority of the Council acquiescing, he was 
compelled to retire, and the member nest in seniority 
succeeded to the Ciiair. 

Hyder Ali, since his great successes over Baillie and 
Munro, had reduced the fort of Arcot, and was besieging 
Wandewaah and Vellore. But the arrival of the new 
commander and of the reinforcements from Bengal sti-uck 
his mind with awe. He raised the siege of both places 
when, in January 1781, he saw Coote take the field, 
though still with most scanty forces and inadequate 
supplies. Sir Eyre, apprehensive of a rising among the 
French so lately subdued, next marched south and 
encamped on the Red Hills of Pondicherry. Later in 
the season he advanced to Porto Novo, a haven some 
forty miles further to the southward. There, on the 1st 
of July, he succeeded in briaging Hyder to a battle. 
He had only between eight and nine thousand men to 
oppose to the myriads of Mysore. Tet such was the 
ascendancy of European valour and European skill, that 
after six hours of conflict Hyder's forces fled in utter 
disarray, leaving on the field several thousand dead and 
wounded, while npon the side of the English the loss 
scarcely exceeded four hundred men. 

Hyder himself had watched the progress of the battle 
from a small eminence, seated cross-legged on a stool. 
Amaaed at his own reverses, he could scarce believe his 
eyes ; and when some of his followers suggested that it 
was time to move, he answered them only by a torrent 
of abuse. At last^ a groom who had long served him 
and was, in some sort, a privileged man, boldly seized his 
master's feet and forced on his slippers ; exclaiming as he 
thus equipped him for fiight: "We will beat them to- 
; in themeanwhileinountyourhorse!" Hyder 
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took the couasel, and was quickly beyond tie reach of 

The victory at Porto Novo was not left unimproved 
by Coote. He turned, and with good effect, towards 
Wandewash, which was again besieged. "Wandewaah 
is safe " — thus he wrot« to the Government of Madras 

— " it being the third time in my life I have had the 
"honour to relieve it." Hyder then fell hack to what he 
deemed a lucky spot, aa it certainly was a strong posi- 
tion ; the very ground on which, in the preceding year, 
he had defeated Baillie. There, on the 27th of August, 
he engaged in another battle with Sir Eyre. In fhia 
action, to which a neighbouring village gave its name of 
Pollilore, the ground was so unfavourable to the English, 
that Sir Hector Munro, who commanded the first line, 
could not forbeai' a remonstrance to his chie£ "You 
" talk to me, Sir, when you should be doing your duty ! " 

— such was the stem reply ; a reply which, rankling in 
the mind of Munro, caused him to retire from active 
service to Madras, and from thence nest year to England.* 
The results of Pollilore were far less decisive, and 
purchased by much heavier sacrifice than those of Porto 
Novo ; yet stUl, at the close, the flight of Hyder from 
his chosen ground left to Coote, undoubtedly, both the 
honoiu" and the advantage of the day. The open country 
was recovered ; and the Camatic was saved. 

From Calcutta tlie Governor- General had lost no time 
in commencing a negotiation for peace with the Mah- 
rattas. But this was long protracted by the number of 
their chiefs, and the intricacy of the relations between 
them; and it was not fill the spring of 1782 that the 
treaties were finally concluded at Salbye. Meanwhile, 
the entire strain of the war, both with Poonah and 
Mysore, fell upon the Presidency of Bengal, from which, 
nevertheless, large remittances were still expected by the 
Directors and Proprietors at home. Under these press- 
ing circumstances, Hastings was compelled to seek new 

* Sir Hector enrvived till !806, dying qnietlj at his seat in Eosa- 
shii'e. (Ann. Kegist. for that jear, p. 366.) Some yeaiB hefore, his 
eon, a young officer serving in Bengal, was killed by a Royal tiger, 
'' which," says an eye-witneSB, "rushed into the jungle willi him 
'with asmuch ease aa I could lift aMtten!" (Ibid. 17B3, p. 31.) 
VOL. Vll. U 
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sources of supply. He thougtt himaelf entitled to call 
for aid from the great feudatories or vassals of his 
power, and, above Si, from Cheyte Sing, the Bajah of 
Benares. 

Benares — a eity of above half a million of inhabit- 
ants, pent up in narrow alleys, through none of which a 
■wheel -carriage could pass — may be regarded as the 
centre and the capital of the Hindoo superstitions.^ The 
Ganges, though everywhere revered as holy, is yet 
deemed more holy at Benares than at any other portion 
of its course. Every man, say the Brahmins, who dies 
in the sacred cily, and is cast into the sacred stream, is 
sure of a^iceptance on high — even though he may have 
committed enormous crimes, and even though he may 
have been an eater of beef! The only other requisite 
condition is, that he should be bountiful " to the poor 
"Brahmins," Long flights of steps, ever crowded with 
pious bathers, are here seen in downward succession to 
the stream. Here, the temples are many and magnifi- 
cent. From each of these discordant strains of music, 
auch as the Hindoos love, resound. The bulls devoted to 
Siva, tame and familiar as mastiffs, wait lazily up and 
down the nai-row streets. The monkeys, sacred to Hun- 
imaun, that divine ape who, as the Brahmins assure us, 
was the conqueror of Ceylon, are not less numerous, 
clinging to all the roofs and little projections of the 
temples, thrusting, as they chatter, their heads and hands 
into every fruiterer's shop, or snatching the food^ from 
the children at their meals. Hideous eats and attitudes 
of penance are displayed on every side by religious 
mendicants disfigured dike by nature and by skill, — by 
chalk, — by cow-dung, — by disease, — while, on the 
contrary, a never-failing income is derived from the 
concourse and the charity of the wealthier pilgrims.* 

The city and district of Benares formed a smidl state, 
ruled by a Hindoo prince, but tributary to the Mussul- 

• Bishop Heber'a Diarj (vol. i pp. 371—400. ed. 1828) contiiins 
a most aninmted and picturesque description of Benares, from, which 
the patticnlacB of mine are di'awn. Aa he passed through the holy 
places, the Kshop eompUins of the! vast aumber of garlands which 
in compliment were hung around his nect; "until at last," he says, 
" I looked more like a sacrifice thsm a Priest 1 " 
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mans of Oudo. In 1774, Lowever, tlie Nabob of Oude, 
in a .treaty with the English, yielded to them all his 
rights upon Benares; and since that time Cheyte Sing, 
the Eajah, had punctually transmitted his tribute to 
Calcutta, It has been contended, that beyond the exact 
payment of this stipulated sum Cheyte Sing owed nothing 
to the English. On the contrary, Hastings held, that 
the Company, like other suzerains, might, in extraor- 
dinary perils, claim from its vassals some estraordinary 
aid. At the outbreak of the Mahratta war in 1778, I 
have already shown how the Governor-General exacted 
from Benares three new battalions of Sepoys. The first 
demand was only for one year, but as the war went on 
it was annually renewed. Cheyte Sing murmured and 
remonstrated in vain. At last, according to the fashion 
of the East, he thought to put an end to further requisi- 
tions by offering to Hastings for his own use a present of 
two Lacs of Rupees. The condnct of Hastings in this 
transaction is not quite clear. He took the money, and 
for a time concealed it both from the Bengal Council and 
from the Directors at home. After some interval, how- 
ever, he placed it to the Company's account, and sternly 
intimated to the Rajah, that the five Lacs required for 
the Sepoys must be paid as before — adding shortly after- 
wards one I-ac more as a flue for evasion and delay,* 

In referring to this case, it should be borne in mind 
that Cheyte Sing was known to be rich, and supposed to 
be ill-affected. Notwithstanding all his pleas of poverty, 
he had certainly amassed considerable treasure. He had 
done his best to foment and aggravate the dissensions in 
the Council in the time of Clavering ; and at that time 
showed a disposition to take part against Hastings. It 

* The points agtunst Hustings in tbis affair are wrcraglit out in 
full relief by Bnrie in liis Articles of Cliarge (iii. and tiii,), and lie 
explanations by Hastings himself (in 1782 and 1785) can scarcely 
be thonght concliisive. But great attention is due to the jndgment 
passed by Professor Wilson in bis Notes upon Mill (yoI. iT. p. 373.); 
** It appeared in eridence, that Hastings eomniunieated all the cironm- 
" stances relating to tils present to tbe Accountant' General who re- 
" ceived the money, &c. It is undeniable, therefore, that Hastings 
" never intended to appropriate this money to bis own use," (See tSa 
Minutes of Evidence, 1165. 2747.) 
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may he, ■without want of charity, presumed that, besides 
the public exigencies, Hastings was likewise in some 
measure swayed by a feeHng of revenge. New demands 
upon Cheyte Sing were now poured ia so thick and fast 
as to show a predetermination of driving him to refusal 
and resistance, and thence to ruin. The Rajah, atlast, 
seriously alarmed, tendered as a peace-offering the sum of 
200,000/. But Hastings declared that he would be con- 
tent with nothing short of half a million. 

Such was the critical state to which this question had 
grown in the summer of 1781. Then, the designs of 
Hastings upon Benares, as also some others which he 
had in view for Oude, seemed to need his personal pre- 
sence and direction. Besides himself, there was remain- 
ing only one member of the Council, Mr. Wheler. That 
gentleman was prevailed upon to delegate his authority 
to his chief; and thus armed with the full powers of the 
Council, the Governor-General set out for the north- 
western provinces. He travelled with little of pomp or 
state, and even beyond the frontier with only a few score 
of Sepoys. Indeed, it well deserves attention, that the 
greatest of the English in India — the rulers whose 
sway over the minds of the natives has been strongest — 
did not resort to, or rely upon, those pageantries in which 
the natives are supposed to take delight. ThCTe is a 
i-emarltable testimony to that effect, as to both Clive and 
Hastings, from a Frenchman by birth, and a Mussulman 
by adoption, who had resided in India during a long 
course of years. He states, that he well remembers, in 
1755, the magnificence ofM. de Eussy and the other 
French chiefs in the Deccan. He states, that Bussy 
always wore a dress of rich brocade, with embroidered 
hat and shoes ; his table, always in plate, was served with 
three, often with four courses ; he sat upon a kind of 
throne, with the arms of his King in relief; and, when- 
ever he' stirred from home, he was mounted on an elephant, 
preceded by a band of musicians, singing his feats of 
chivaby, and followed by two head-Chobdars, reciting 
his ewlogium I On the contrary, continues the French- 
man, " Colonel Clive always wore his regimentals in tiie 
" field, was always on horseback, and never in a palan- 
" quin ; he had a plentiful table, but no ways delicate, 
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and aever more thaa two courses. Ho used to marcli 
mostly at the head of the column, with his aides-de-' 
camp, or was hunting at the right and left. Groyemor 
Hastings always wore a plain coat of English broad- 
cloth; and never anything like lace or embroidery. His 
■whole retinue a dozen of horae-gnards i his throne a 
■ plain cliMr of mahogany, with plenty of such thrones 
' in the hall ; his table sometimes neglected ; his diet 
' sparing and always abstemious; hia address and deport- 
' ment very distant from pride and still more so from 
" familiarity." * 

The GJovemor-General arrived at Benares on the 14th 
of August, 1781. Cheyte Sing had gone forth many miles 
to meet him, with every mark of honour, and with the 
humblest professions of respect May, on entering the 
Governor's pinnace, he even took off his turban and laid 
it on the lap of Hastings — a symbol to denote his un- 
limited submission. Hastings, with whom mere forms 
had litUe weight, received ad these comphments with 
coldness. He sternly i-efused a visit from the Rajah in 
Benares, and next morning sent to him the Resident, 
with a paper of complaints and demands. These Cheyte 
Sing attempted to explain or evade. Without further 
pariey, Hastings put him under arrest; sending two 
companies of Sepoys to guard him as a prisoner in hia 

"The Rajah" — such was the report of the English 
Resident to Hastings — " submitted quietly to the arrest ; 
" and assured me that, whatever were your orders, he was 
" ready to obey." But not such were the feelings of hia 
people. It was no light thing for an European chief to 
seize the person of a Hindoo Prince in the very sanctuary 
and stronghold of the Hindoo superstitions. The multi- 
tude gathered in the streets, confident in their growing 
numbers. They might alao expect some aid from the 
holy bulls, or the not less holy apes, that they saw around 
them. From outcriea and threat^ they quickly passed 
to blows. By a strange neglect the two companies of 
Sepoys round the palace had come without ammunition j 

* NotD by the first translator of the Sait Mutakliaieen, vol iii. 
p. 150, ed. Calcutta, 17S9. 
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conseqneaily they were soon overpowei-ed. Two other 
companies sent for their support were surrounded and 
cut to pieces in the narrow alleys. Hastinga had then 
left, for hia own protection, no more than fifty men. 
With tliese ho barricaded the house in which he had 
taken up his residence, but could not, long together, have 
maintained it against a mob which he describes as "about 
" two thousand, furious and daring from the easy success 
"of their last attempt." — "Cheyte Sing," he adds, in a 
more private letter, " had me at his mercy at Benares 
"if the wretch had known his advantage,"* 

Happily for Hastings, the thought which at this time 
was uppermost in Cheyf« Sing's mind was not for victory 
or vengeance, but only for escape. In the midst of the 
confusion, he made Lis way from his palace by a secret 
postern, which opened to the Granges. The bank was 
precipitous, but he was let down, as from a wall, by a 
line of his attendants' turbans tied together; and, finding 
a boat, was rowed over to the opposite shore. There he 
was quickly joined by his principal adherents from the 
city of Benares, and he began to muster troops. Still, 
however, it -was msunly to a reconciliation that his wishes 
turned. He f^dressed to the Governor-General a peti- 
tion, abounding with apologies for the past, and offers of 
allegiance for the future. 

Through all the storm that raged around him the 
equable mind of Hastings was never for a moment 
stirred. So far from mating any concession to Cheyte 
Sing, he did not even vouchsafe him a reply. He care- 
fully refrained from spreading any superfluous alarm by 
his communications either with Bengal or Oude. Yet his 
pen was not idla He wrote to the nearest officers within 
the British territory to require aid. He wrote to Mrs. 
Hastings, whom he had left at Monghir, to inform her of 
hia safety. And lastly — with the same perfect calmness 
and self-command as when seated quietly in his chamber 
at Calcutta, or beneath his garden-trees at AlMpore — 
he wrote to the agent charged to treat with the Mahratta 
chiefs, giving him such detailed instructions as by the 
last advices fliat negotiation needed. The sure convey- 

Memoira by Glcig, yoL ii. 
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ance of these letters was now no easy task; but here 
agiun the fertile mind of Hastings was ready with a 
Bcheme. Having reduced them to the smallest compass, 
imd rolled them into pieces of quill, he intrusted them to 
some well-tried Hircasbahs, or Hindoo messengers, 
■who, by his orders, taking out their ear-rings, concealed 
them in their ears. Thus did these men pass safely and 
■without detection through the hoslJle throng. 

Meanwhile, although the chief part of the insurgents 
Lad left Benares, and joined the prince beyond the river, 
the position of Hastings i» the city continued full of 
pei-iL Not only was the insurrection general through the 
district of Benares; it was spreading through great part 
of the misgoverned state of Oude; it was threatenmg 
even the British province of Bahar. New passions began 
to ferment, and new hopes to rise. Cheyte Sing himself, 
instead of further pleas for mercy, was beginning to 
dream of conquest and revenge. Hastings and bis small 
band, even though reinforced by some recruits, and by 
the boatmen who had brought them to Benares, could no 
longer hope to maintain themselves as a mere vanguard 
in the midst of foes. He set forth from the city by night, 
yet not unobserved, the rabble hooting him as he rode 
along with a jingling rhyme, not yet forgotten m 
Benares,* TJnassailed, however, on this occasion, except 
in words, he made his way successfully to the rock- 
fortress of Cbunai-. There he was quickly joined by a 
protecting force; at its head the brave and enterprising 
Major Popham, the conqueror of Gualior. Against such 
troops, and such a chief, the rabble of Cheyte Sing, now 
swelled to forty thousand, could not stand. The Hindoo 

" Hat' hee pur howdsli, ghore pur jeeii 
" Juldee bah'r jata Sahib Waireii Husteen ! " 
" Horse, elephant, howdah, set off at fall speed, 
" Rido away my Lord Warren Hastings 1" 

"It is a nurseiT rhyme which ia often amig to cMldren (at 
Benares)," sajs Bishop Heher. CJoiimala, vol. I p. 438. ed. 1828.) 
Both the Bishop and another eminent writer ot our own day appear 
to be in error when Ihey conaidei' this a song in praise of Hastings 
instead of in triamph over him. See a note to Impey's Memoirs of 
Sir Ehj^ p. 234. 
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prince was utterly routed and driven from Ms states. 
One of Ms kinsmen was in Ma stead named Rajah of 
Benares, but his yearly tribute was raised to forty Lacs 
of Rupees, and he became on all points a mere etipendiary 
and subject of the English, soon to be removed, as he had 
been appointed, by their sovereign wilL Nothing was 
left to Cheyte Sing beyond the fortress of Bidgegur, 
which held his treasure, and which the princess his 
mother defended. After a siege of seyeral weeks the 
place wafl reduced by Major Popham. The treasure — 
after all Cheyte Sing's pleas of utter poverty, at the com- 
mencement of the contest — was found to exceed in value 
25O,O00L But it did not, as Hastings hoped, go to re- 
plenish the coffers of Bengal ; it was seized by the army 
as prize. The fault here 1^ mainly in the Governor- 
General himself i In his own hasty letters and own incon- 
siderate expressions, during the heat of the siege. 

On reviewing the whole of this transaction, which in 
the impeachment of Hastings formed the great Benares 
charge, we find its real facts utterly distorted by the 
ardour of both sides. While Fox and Burke, in urging 
it, allege the vilest motives ajid most heinous crimes, not 
even the shadow of an indiscretion is allowed by Mr. 
Kicholls, or by Major Scott, Between the two extreme 
parties, thus fiercely warring upon Indian affairs, there 
arose a great Minister, free from any party-trammels 
with either. The judgment of Mr. Pitt, expressed, for the 
first time, in his speech of June, 1786, was formed, as he 
states, after a long and laborious study of the question. 
On nearly all points he approved the course of Hastings. 
He maintained that the Governor-General -was entitled 
to consider Cheyte Sing as a feudatory prince, and to 
call upon him for extraordinary aid. He maintained 
that Cheyte Sing had shown contumacy in refusing such 
aid ; and thaf^ in punishment of his contumacy, Has- 
tings had good right to impose on him a fine. "Bul^" 
continued Mr, Pitt, " in fining the Rajah 500,000£ for 
" a mere delay to pay 50,000t, which 50,000/. he had 
"actually paii^ Mr. Hastings proceeded in an arbitrary, 
" tyrannical manner, and was not guided by any principle 
"of reason and justice. This proceeding destroyed all 
"relation and connection between the degrees of guilt 
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"and punishment; that punislimeiit Tvas utterly 

"disproportionate and shamefully esorbitant,"* These 
■weighty words did not merely at that time prevail — did 
not merely, then, in fact, decide the great question of the 
day — Impeachment or no Impeachment ; but they are 
MOW, as I conceive, confirmed and ratified by the voice 
of History, It is on that point, and that point alone, in 
the Benares Charge, the exorbitancy of the fine, that the 
voice of History may pronounce Hastings to have erred, 
no doubt led astray by his personal resentment and 
rancour against Cheyte Sing. An objection has indeed 
been raised to Mr. Pittas discriminating censure, &3 
though it were not adequate to support a vote of con- 
demnation, since the question of a hunger or a lesser fine 
can be no more than a difference in degree, Tet what is 
it but a difference in degree, that with children, for 
example, separates the chastisement which the legislator 
praises from that which he is bound to punish — the 
chastisement which aims at correction from the chastise- 
ment tending to maim and to deform ? Not far dissimilar, 
surely, is the relation of a liege-lord to his vassals, where 
the duty of protection goes side by side with the right of 
control. 

If Hastings could have felt remorse — a feeling almost 
alien from his nature — he might have felt it when he 
found bis aim in all tliis violence, the treasure at Bid- 
gegur, diverted by his soldiers from the public uses which 
he had designed. But he only turned with the keener 
energy to his projects upon Oade. "We have seen how, 
in 1775, Sujah Dowlah was succeeded, as Nabob and 
Visier, by his son Asaph ul Dowlah. One of the first acts 
of the new prince was to remove the seat of his govern- 
ment fiwm Fyzabad to the rising city of Luckaow.t 
There remained, however, as sojourners in the palace of 
Fyzabad, tlie grandmother of the young Sovereign, and 
also his mother, the widow of Sujah Dowlah. These aged 
ladies were called the Begums or princesses of Oude.J 

• ParL Hieb, Tol. xxvi. p. Ul. 
■f Hamilton's East India Gaietteer, vol. iL p. 132. 
^ " Begam is a tjtle of Turkish origin and the feminine of Seg, 
"wMch signifies Prince, both m Tai'tai'J and Tnrltey, but means no 
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They had kept possession of Sujah Dowlali's treasure, 
amounting, it was said, to upwards of 3,000,000/. They 
had also vast Jaghires, and maintained a princely state. 
On the other hand, Asaph ul Dowlah showed himself so 
careless and so prodigal, that he soon grew poor. Whollir 
given up to the most disgraceful vices, and lavishing hia 
own Crown lands upon his minions, he neglected the wel- 
fare and aroused the reBentment of his people. To secure 
himself from the effects of that resentment, and of his 
neighbours' warlike enterprises, he had asked the help of 
a British brigade. It had been most readily granted by 
Hastings, who foresaw that it would reduce him to the 
rank of a dependent prince, and who added the condition 
that the Yisier should defi^y its entire cost and charge. 
Under these circumstances, it was not long before the 
Visier'a payments fell into arrear. He earnestly pleaded 
for the withdrawal of the troops or for the remission of 
the money, at tho very time when the Govemor-Gteneral 
was bending his whole thoughts on the possible means of 
obtaining some further aid. 

On planning his north-western journey, Hastings had 
determined that as soon as he had closed the affairs of 
Benares, he would take in hand those of Oude, and repair 
in person to Lucknow. His visit was anticipated by the 
eagerness of Asaph ul Dowlah, who came forth beyond 
the frontier to meet him. The Governor- General and 
the Visier passed several days together in the rock-for- 
tress of Chunar. There it was that Hastings first un- 
folded his grand scheme for the relief of both. He pro- 
posed that Asaph ul Dowlah should resume the domains 
which he had improvidentiy granted, and also those which 
his father had bequeathed. But it was not merely in this 
manner that the Begums were to be despoiled. Another 
part of the scheme was to wring from them the larger 
portion of their treasure, tlie money thus accruing to be 
accepted by the English in liquidation of the arrears 
which they claimed from Oude. 

In this plan of Hastings for despoiling the princesses 
he had not even the merit of original invention. The 
idea was so simple and easy, that it had long since oc- 
curred, without prompting, to the mind of the Visier. 
He had at various times obtained from his mother and his 
graadame sums amounting to 630,000/. Against the last 
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of tbesB payments they Iiad straggled to the utmost of 
their power. Hot did they yield uutil the Visier at last 
agreed to a treaty pledging himself on no account or pre- 
tence to make any further demand upon them ; ami to 
thia treaty they had obtained the guarantee of the 
Council of Bengal, through the ascendancy at thattime, 
of Clavering and Monson, and contrary to the wish of 
Hastiugs. Thus, then, the fiuth of the English Govern- 
ment was clearly pledged against the very course which 
an English Goyemorwas attempting to pursue. 

Let it not he thought, however, that Hastings wanted 
(did ever an oppressor want ?) pleas for his oppression. 
First he might allege, with some show of reason, that ac- 
cording to the Mahomedan law, the treasure of the late 
Visier belonged, of right, not to the widow, hut to the 
eon. Next he might point to the depositions of n«mei-ou3 
witnesses, that upon the news of the outbreak in Benares 
some retainers of the two Begums bad stirred up msur- 
i-ectioH in Oude. It so happened that Sir Elijah Impey 
was at this very time engaged in a tour through the 
upper provinces — a tour which he had undertaken partly 
for recreation and health, and partly, as was his duty, 
to inspect the local courts. He now offered Hastings to 
proceed to lucknow, and receive the depositions of these 
witnesses in regular form. The offer was gladly acceptod, 
and the depositions were accordingly received. F^m 
these it might, perhaps, be clear that some of the Be- 
gums' people had been concerned in the late disturbance ; 
but there was no proof whatever to show that they had 
acted by the order, or even vrith the knowledge, of the 
aged ladies. Above all it is to be home in mind that no 
opportunity was ever allowed the princesses to be heard 
in their own defence. Yet it was upon such wholly one- 
Bided testimony that Hastings mainly relied for his own 
justiicatiou. " Let this," he wrote to a Mend in Lon- 
don, "let this be an answer to the men of virtue who may 
" exclaim against our breach of faith, and the inhumani^ 
« of dealing war against widows, princesses of high birtl^ 
"and defenceless old women— These old women had 
" very nigh effected our destruction." * 

* To L. SuKron, Esq., Tabroarj 2i. 1782. 
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It was in September, 1781, that the Governor- GJeneral 
and the Visier signed a treaty at Cliunar, according to 
the terms which the former had proposed. Then they 
parted, Hastings followed in the train of hia victorious 
troops to Benares, and from thence returned to Bengal, 
while Asaph ul Dowlah wended back his way to Oude. 
With the assistance of Mr. Middleton, the English Resi- 
dent at his Court, he prepared to carry into effect his 
stipulations. But, in resuming the grants of land, he had 
to encounter the most vehement remonstrances, both 
from his mother and his minions. His heart was moved 
by some touch of pity or of shame. Even Mr, Middle- 
ton, though the devoted friend, or, to spoalc more truly 
perhaps, the humble servant, of the Governor- General, 
faltered at the long course of exaction that lay before him. 
Hastings alone was, as ever, unbendiug, cold, and hard. 
He sternly reminded the Visier of their plighted compact. 
He bade, in the most peremptory ■terms, the Resident 
proceed on his instructions. " If you," he added, " cannot 
" rely on your own firmness, I will fi.'ce you from these 
"cliarges; Iwillmyself proceed to Lucknow; Iwillmy- 
" self undertake them." * 

Thus spurred on, both the Visier and the Resident, 
though wincing, began to move. The Jaghires of the 
two princesses were forcibly resumed. The city and 
palace of Jyzabad, in which they dwelt^ were surrounded 
and reduced by a laody of British troops. StUIj however, 
the Begums would not part with any portion of their 
hidden treasure. The difficulty was how to discover or 
lay hands upon it without profaning, as the rai3es of the 
East conceive, the sacred bounds of the Zenana. It was 
resolved to arrest and confine two aged Eunuchs, the 
heads of the household, and the principal Ministers of 
the princesses. These men were cast into prison, and 
loaded with irons; and, on finding them obdurate, an 
order was issued in January, 1 782, that until they yielded 
they should be debarred from all food. This order, to 
the shame and opprobrium not only of himself and his 
employer, hut oven of the English name in India, bore 

• Latter, December S5. 1781. Burke's ArtlclBs of Chaige, IV. 
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the signature — I am pained to own it — of Nathaniel 
Middleton. 

To the pangs of hunger the aged Ministers gave way, 
and within two days agreed to disburse the sum which 
was then required. But that sum was only a part of the 
■whole demand. To extort tho rest other most rigorous 
measures were employed. The two prisoners were re- 
moved from Fyaabad to Lucknow. The weight of their 
irons was increased ; torture was threatened, and perliaps 
inJlicied ; certwn it is, at least, that every facility was 
granted by the British Assistant Resident to the officers 
of the Visier, who were sent for that purpose to the 
prison-house. Meanwhile at Fyzabad the palace-gates of 
the princesses continued to be strictly guarded. Food 
was allowed to enter, but not always in sufficient quan- 
tities for the number of the inmates, so that the Begums 
might be wrought upon by the distress of their attendants. 
" The melancholy cries of faadne," says a British officer 
upon the spot, " are more easily imagined than described." 
Thus, through the greater part of 1782, severity followed 
severity, and sum was exacted after sum. The Minis- 
ters were not set free, nor the princesses relieved from 
duresse until after there liad been obtained from them 
treasure exceediug in amount one million sterling. Not- 
withstanding all their pleas of poverty — pleas perfectly 
justifiable in the face of such oppression — there was 
still remaning in their bands property to the value of 
at least one million more. 

It has been ui^ed, yet surely without good reason, that 
for these acts of barbarity the Visier upon the spot, 
rather than the Gtovernor- General at a distance, should 
be held responsible. It has also been contended, that 
they were no necessary consequence of the original 
-scheme, as framed at Chuaar, for despoiling the Dowagers 
of Oude. And, as regards that scheme, the later apolo- 
gists of Hastings, discarding for the most part the flimsy 
pretests which he put forward at the time, prefer to take 
their stand on the broad ground that large supplies of 
money were absolutely needed for the prosecution of the 
war i and that we should have lost India if we had not 
plundered the Begums. Certainly, in one respect at 
least, Hastings may deserve to be far distinguished above 



Hcssdb, Google 



the long line of robbor-magistrates in story — fromVerres 
the pr»tor, down to Monsieur Eapinat.* He plundered 
for the benefit of the State, and not for his own. Hia 
main thought waa ever, that he had a great empire to 
save — and he did save it. Yet, with all dne appreciation 
of Ilia object, and with all due allowance for his dif- 
ficulties, his conduct to the princesses of Oude appears to 
me incapable of any valid vindication, and must be con- 
demned as alike repugnant to the principles of justice 
and humanity. 

Rumours of abuses in India — of wrangling Councils, 
rapacious Governors, unjust judges, and unnecessary 
wars — had for some time past a&eady crossed the sea3 
to England. Lord North, sore pressed on other questions, 
had no motive for resisting, and did not resist inquiry 
upon these. In the course of 1781, he agreed to or pro- 
posed the appointment of two Committees of the House 
of Commons ; the one " Selecl," to consider the state of 
the administration of justice in Bengal ; the other 
" Secret," to investigate the causes of the war in the 
Carnatic. The first Committee had for Chairman General 
Eichaid Smith, a member of the Opjiosition ; and among 
its most zealous and untiring members was Edmund 
Burke. The second, on the contrary, was presided over 
by a member of the Government — Henry Dundas, at 
that time Lord Advocate of Scotland. Each Committee 
presented several able Reports, and collected a great mass 
of important evidence. Neither Committee showed any 
tenderness to Hastings. All the worst points in his ad- 
ministration, and, above all, his war with the Bohillas, 
were unsparingly dragijed to light. Impey also was 
severely censured for his acceptance of the new judicial 

* Of Eftpnat, who was Commissioner of the Directory in Switzer- 
land, it is Eaid liy M. Michatid in tlie Supplement to the Biog. Univ. : 
" n dnt rnie grande oelSbrit^ beanconp plus i la biiarrerie de eon 
"nom qn'ii sea depredations, <jm au fond ne farent pas pins consider- 
"abl«s qne cellea de tant d'aiUres." Here is one of the epigrams 
agiunst him, which may at least deserva to be ranked with the hog's 
hrolh qiiiblild— tlie Jua VerHaum — of Cicero; 

" Uii panvre Sniase qne Ton mine 

" Desire fort qu'on expliquat, 
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office created by the Council of Bengal. The case of 
lioth of these high functionoriea was brought before the 
House of Commons at nearly the same time, but, as ■will 
presently be seen, with very different results. 

In May, 17S2, General Smith moved aa Address to 
the King, praying that His Majesty would recall Sir 
Elijah Impey " to answer to the charge of haricg accepted 
" an office granted by, and tenable at the pleasure of, 
. " the servants of the East India Company, which has a 
" tendency to create a dependence in the Supreme Court 
" of Judicature upon those over whose actions the said 
" Court was intended as a control," This Address ap- 
pears to have been carried without either division or 
debate. In the July following Sir Elijah was accord- 
ingly summoned home by a letter from the Secretary of 
State, Lord Shelbume, He returned to England, but 
several years elapsed before that or any other charge 
against him came to be publicly preferred. 

In April, 1782, the main results of the knowledge 
gathered in the Secret Committee upon Indian wars and 
Indian poMcy were unfolded to the House by Mr. Dundaa 
in a lucid and most able speech of three hours. It was 
then, perhaps, more than on any previous occasion, that 
he fiilly showed or saw acknowledged the mastery of 
debate which he so long retained. A few weeks later he 
moved a more specific Eesolution against Hastings, pur- 
porting that it was the duty of the Court of Directors to 
remove the Governor-General, he "having, in sundry 
*' instances, acted in a manner repugnant to the honour 
" and policy of this nation." The Eockingham Ministry, 
Urged forward by the flery vehemence of Burke, gave 
their support to this Eesolution ; and no other consi- 
derable party in Parliament opposed it. The Court of 
Directors also, in compliance with its terms, soon after- 
wards voted an Order of Eecall. But when in the 
October following that Order of Eecall came before the 
Court of Proprietors, the scene was wholly changed, A 
large majori^ of the Proprietors showed themselves the 
steady friends of Hastings. They observed that the 
wish of only one of the branches of the Legislature liad 
no claim on their obedience ; and that the law, as it then 
stood, gave the right of removing a Governor- General, 
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not to the House o£ Commons, nor yet to tlie Ministers of 
the Crown, but solely to the Court of Directors, subject 
to their own control. Under these circumstances — 
deeming the abilities of Hastings essential to the adnun- 
istration of affairs in India — encouraged also in their 
views on soeing that since the Parliamentary proceed- 
ings Lord Rockingham had died, and Burke seceded 
from of&ce — they resolutely rescinded the Ordei- of 
Recall, They were the better able to pursue an inde- 
pendent course on this occasion, since in 1781 Lord 
North had passed an Act extending their Constitutional 
powers for a period of ten years. 

Thus was Hastings upheld at his post; thus might iiis 
energies still maintain the varying fortunes of the war in 
the Caraatie. To that war he continued to apply most 
strenuously ail the men and all the money he could raise. 
His public-spirited endeavours were well seconded by 
those of the new Governor of Fort St. George, Lord 
Macartney, who had gained some reputation by negotiat- 
ing a treaty of commerce with Eussia, and who mainly 
on that ground had been appointed to Madras. Lord 
Macartney brought out from England the news of the 
Declaration of War (gainst the Dutch ; and it became one 
of his first objects to reduce the settlements which they 
possessed on the coasts of Coromandel and Ceylon. Bat 
he found unexpected difficulties, from the failing health 
and froward temper of Sir Eyre Coote. That brave old 
veteran, suffering about this very time from a stroke of 
palsy, was ever im^ining that he was insulted, and de- 
claring that he would resign. It was requisite — thus 
wrote Lord Macartney at the time — "to court him lite 
" a mistress and to humour him like a child." HopelMs 
of co-operation from the General in chie:^ the Governor 
resolved to act on his own resources. He called out the 
Militia of Madras, and, putting himself at their head, 
reduced the Dutch factories at Sadras and Pulicafc 
Next he fitted out a moi-e considerable expedition against 
the more important settlement of Hegapatamj and he 

Erevjuled upon Sir Hector Munro to accept the command, 
■ir Hector being then on ill terms with Sir Eyre, and 
waiting at Madras for a passage to England. In No- 
vember, 1781, Negapatam was accordingly besieged and 
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taken, seTcral thousand Dutch troops, after a resolute 
rcsiatanco, being made prisoners on this occasion. In- 
spirited by that esploit, a body of 500 men was put on 
board the fleet, aud sent to the attack of Fort Ostcnburg 
and Trincomalee, in the island of Ceylon, This ser- 
vice, also, was no less successfully performed, but -waa 
much more than counterbalanced by the disaster which, 
in February 1782, befel another British detachment in the 
district of Tanjore. There Colonel Brathwaite, at the 
head of 100 Europeans and 1,800 Sepoys, found himself 
surrounded and surprised by an array of Mysore, under 
Hyder'a son Tippoo and M. Lally. He and his men 
fought moat bravely, but at last were overpowered by 
superior numbers; and all either cut to pieces or taken 
captive and consigned to the dungeons of Seringapatam. 
In the same month of February, 1782, the armament 
from France, so long expected, appeared off the coast of 
Coromandel, Its command had devolved on De Suffren, 
one of the best seamen whom his county can boast. He 
had been trained in the Order of the I&iights of Malta, 
who at this time conferred upon him the high rank of 
their bailli. Ready, bold, and enterprising, of most 
active habits although of most unwieldy size, he was 
likewise never wanting in judgment or in skill Ah^ady, 
on hia outward voyage, he had fought a pitched battle 
with an English squadron at Porto Praya, in one of the 
Cape de Verd Islands. By his prompt arrival at the 
Cape of Good Hope he had secured that colony against 
the same squadron for Lis new allies the Dutch. In 
India it was one of his first cares to land at Porto Novo 
2,000 French soldiers whom he had on board, to form, 
with their countrymen already serving, an auxiliary force 
to the armies of Mysore. These ti-oops being joined by 
Tippoo, flushed as he was then with his triumph over 
Colonel Brathwaite, tiiey proceeded in conjunction to 
invest Cuddalore, a seaport town between Porto Novo 
and Pondicherry, Having to encounter only a feeble 
garrison of 400 men, they easily prevailed in their attack ; 
and Cuddalore, thus wrested from the English, became 
of great importance to the French, both as a place of 
arms and as a harbour, during the whole remainder of 
the war. 
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It so chanced, that at the very time when the arma- 
ment from France appeared in the Indian seas, the 
British fleet in that quarter ■was seasonably reinforced 
by several new sHps from England. M. de SuSren and 
Sir Edward Hughes, the two Admirals here opposed to 
each other, were antagonists well matched, both for skill 
and intrepidity. In the period between February, 1782, 
and June, 1783, no less than five pitched battles were 
fought between them. In these their force was very 
nearly equal, with only a slight superiority on most 
occasions on the side of the French.* But in none of 
these was any decisive advantage gained by either party. 
The English might constantly prefer a slight and nominal 
claim to the honours of the day; yef, in truth, these 
honoui-s belonged to all the brave men who were here 
contending. No ship of war was captured; no over- 
whelming loss of men wag achieved ; and, in turning to 
the best account the results of every action, De Suffi-en 
showed a far superior still, especially in the retaking 
Trittcomalee and the relieving Cuddalore. 

The arrival of the French auxiliaries to the forces of 
Mysore was, in a great measure, counterbalanced by the 
peace which at this time Hastings concluded with the 
Mahratta states. Thus, the EngUsh could continue to 
wage, on no unequal terms, the war in the Camatie until, 
in December, 1 782, it received a new turn from the illness 
and death of Hyder jUi. This event was concealed as 
long as possible, to afford time for Tippoo, who was then 
upon the coast of Malabar, to return and claim in person 
the allegiance of the people and the troops. But when 
the intdligence did at last reach Calcutta, it fired anew 
the energies of Sir Eyre Coofe. Weak health had com- 
pelled the failing veteran, after one more battle with 
Hyder at Arnee, to withdraw from the field in the 
Carnatic, and swl back to his Council-chambers of Bengal. 
Mow, however, he felt^ or he fancied, his strength in some 

• Thus, in the second aedon (April, 17S2), " the English line 
" eonsiated of eleren ships, carcjijig 732 gnna, and the ri'eiich of 
"twelve, eanying 770." In the third action, howeyer (Jnly, 1782), 
the English ships were eleven, and the lYeneh eleven also; the 
English gnna 732. and the French 706. (Wilks's South of Lidia, 
to!. iL p. 383. and 395.) 
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degree restored; and he was eager to measure sworda 
against the new Sultaii. For this purpose he embarked 
in an armed vessel ■which carried out sapplies of money 
to Madras, This, towards the close of its voyage, was 
chased for two days and two nights by Bome French shipa 
of the Una During all this time the General's anxiety 
kept him constantly on deck. The excessive heat by 
day, the unwholesome dews at night, wrought sod havoc 
on his already wasted frame ; and thus, although the ship 
with its pecuniary treasure escaped from its pursuers, its 
most precious freight could not be permanently saved. 
Sir Eyre Coote expired in April, 1783, only two days 
after he had lauded at Madras. 

Tippoo during this time had returned to the coast of 
Malabar. There he had to wage war against General 
Mathews and a body of troops from Bombay set free by 
the peace with the Mahrattas. The English General at 
first had great successes, reducing bodi Bednore and 
Mangalore, But the appearance of the Sultan at the 
head of 50,000 men changed the scene. Mathews was 
besieged in Bednore and taken prisoner with aU his 
Europeans. Being accused, though unjustly, of a breach 
of faith, he was put in irona, and sent in the strictest 
duresse with many of his comrades to Seringapatam, 
there to perish in tiie dungeons of the tyrant. 

At Madras the command of the forces, in the absence 
of Sir Eyre, had devolved, though far less adequately, on 
General Stuart. That officer, in the spring of 1783, 
commenced operations gainst the French in Cuddalore, 
who had lately received from Europe some considerable 
reinforcements under M. de Bussy. The lines in £ixmt of 
the town, which Bussy had well fortified, and which he 
no less valiantly defended, were assailed by Stuart with 
more of intrepidity than skill. The fleets also, on both 
sides, hastened to the scene of action; and at the close of 
June some decisive engagements were expected, both by 
sea and land, when suddenly the tidings came that . the 
preliminaries of peace between France and England had 
been signed at Versfuiles. By that compact Pondicherry 
and the other settlements of France in India, as they 
stood before the war, were to be restored. The French 
took possession accordingly, hut, on the other hand, they 
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recalled their detachmont serving under Tippoo in Mala^ 
bar, and prepared to sail back ■with, their armament to 
France. 

Tippoo then remained alono. He had set hia heart on 
adding lustre to his arms by reducing in person the 
stronghold of Mangalore, bat, having achieved that 
object in the autumn of 1783, Le was no longer disin- 
clined to treat with the English upon the footing of a 
TOutuftl restitution of all conquests made since the com- 
mencement of the war. Thus was peace restored through 
all the wide extent of India, and thna did the adminis- 
tration of Hastings, which endured until the spring of 
1783, close, after all its storms, with scarce a cloud upon 
its sty. 

Glancing back for a moment to the rise and progress 
of our Eastern empire, from the first victory of Clive fill 
the final retirement of Hasting we must feel that it was 
stained by several aets that we have reason to deplore. 
The true foundation, or at least the true security, of our 
just and beneficent rule in India was that system of double 
government which the genius of Mr. Pitt devised. With 
every drawback however, it may be said, and not merely 
of the later period, that the sway even of the worst of 
the foreign governors was better than the sway even of 
the best of the native princes. The people of Hindostan 
might sometimes see a neighbouring tribe, like the Eo- 
liillas, assailed by the English without any show of right ; 
they might sometimes see one of their own chiefs foully 
dealt with or despoiled, as was the case with Omichund; 
yet stilt they felt that, among themselves, the poor man 
was protected from harro. They had no longer to fear 
the annual inroads of the Mahratta horsemen through 
the teeming rice-fields of Bengal, They had no longer 
to fear that even those handftils of rice which the enemy 
had spared might be snatched from them by the first man 
in oflce who passed along — by any minion, however 
base, of their own Sultan or Soubahdar. Viewing these 
things, they were disposed to regard the great English 
chiefs with gratitude, as most mild and equitable rulers. 
While in England, Clive and H^tings were commonly 
railed gainst as tyrants, in India they were commonly 
fixtolled as benefactors. Already was there growing up 
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ilk the Indian people that feeEng — far more fully unfolded 
at the present period — that feeling on which iim perma- 
nence of our Eastern empire, if permanent it be, must 
mainly rest — that feeling which, to give one homely 
instance of i1^ led two villagers, when they did not deem 
a stranger nigh fiem, thus to commune with each other. 
"A good rain this for the bread," swd the one. "Yes," 
was the answer, " and a good government, under which 
" a man may eat bread in safety 1 " * 

The future destinies of India, so far as human eye can 
scan them, are all surely fraught with the fairest hopes. 
Everywhere in that conntry has victory crowned our 
arms. The last of our rivals on the Sntlege has utterly 
succumbed before us. Yet our security from the perils of 
war has in no degree, as I conceive, made lis neglectful 
of the arts of peace. The desire to do our duty by that 
high and solemn trust has never yet been so earnestly 
felt amongst ua ; it pervades, it animates, all parties in 
the country. Taught by gradual esperience, our system 
of government has been improved, and is still improving. 
High ability is trained both at Addiscombe and Hailey- 
bury for the objects both of administration and defence. 
In India lines of railway are beginning to span tlie bound- 
leas plains. The great want of the country and the cli- 
mate. Irrigation, a want too long unheeded by the En- 
glish rulers, has at length attracted their anxious care. 
With cultivation thus quickened by our wealth and 
directed by our skill, we may trust that in another age, 
the supplies of Tea within onrown dominions may be such 
as to rival, perhaps even to supersede, the produce of the 
provinces of China. We may trust that the supply ot 
Cotton for our looms may become the largest from that 
region which gave to Cotton its first name in the Western 
world.| Above all, we may indulge a well-grounded 

" Conversation overheard hy Archdeacon Corrie. See Bishop 
Hebar's Journal, vol. ii. p. 33. ed. 1828. 

t "Superior para Egypti, in Arabiam vergene, gigoit fruticem 
" quern aliqui GOEsipnini Tocant. plures XhIor, et ideo lina mde acta 
"Xylaia. Parvns est, EirailBmqne bsrbatte nuois defrat fiiictum," 
&o. (Piin. Hist. Nat. lib. six. c i.) On this paasage Colonel 
Wilkfl observes: " The term Xt/lon was cortaiHly not derived from 
" the Arabs, who name the plant Kattim (cotton), but it boars a close 
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confidence that advaneement in knowledge and in 
morals may liere keep pace with the progreas of pros- 
perity, and that as the fouler Hindoo superstitions already 
pale before the growing light of day, so that God, in his 
own good time, and in the measure of his own appointed 
Revelation, may, even to this long benighted people, 
make himself clearly and fully known. 

" resemlilaiioe to the common Indian prominciation of Ceylon; as 
"muslin from MooBul and calico from Calient, theemporia from -which 
"these snistanees becamo known in Iha west" (South of India, 
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( AND MANHEItS. 



With some new classes of critics, or of those who claim 
to be Bo, it has grown a common reproach ag^nst the 
historian of almost every period, that while dwelling at 
full length on battles and on aieges, on cabals and state- 
intrigues, on nobles and on princes, he lightly glides over 
the true condition, —the habits and the ieelingE, — of the 
people. But they who thus eomplMn have perhaps con- 
sidered rather the importance of the subject than the 
scantiness of the materials. While the deeds of a fleet or 
army, of a Sovereign or senate, arc graven on brass and 
marble, or chronicled in records and rolls, the customs 
and pursuits of private life and the course of every-day 
affairs, being deemed too slight for commemoration in 
their own age, for the most part elude the diseamment of 
the next. During the darker ages scarce any means exist 
to fill the void. Even within the last two centuries the 
means are very far from adequate. Nor are these in any 
measure obvious and easy to the learner. They cannot, 
like the narrative of wars or treaties, be deduced from 
any continuous chain of documents ; but must be, where 
they can be, gleaned from a thousand scattered hints. 
For their sake we must explore the gloomy secrets of the 
scaffold and the prison-vault ; for their sake we must 
gather far and wide the gossip of familiar con-espondenee, 
the entries of journals and account books, or the occa- 
sional allusions in novels, plays, and songs. And even 
with regard to these last, though giving us what nothing 
else supplies, they must not be implicitly received ; on 
the contrary, the utmost caution and reserve arc needed, 
lest we mistake the caricature for the portrait, and the 
exception for the rule. 



Hcssdb, Google 



312 HISTORY OF ENOLAKD. CIIAT. LXX 

Ott comparing the Great Britain of the last century 
■with the Great Britain of the present day, the change is 
nowhere' more apparent than in the ease and speed of 
travelling, and the consequent increase of trarellers. Of 
this the steam-engine is of course the principal cause j 
but it should be noted, that personal security likewise is 
a plant of later growth. Only three summers since, a 
French gentleman in the Highlands was gazing with 
some surprise at the tranquil and orderly scenes around 
him, and saying that his fnends at Paris had advised him 
to come upon hia journey well provided with pistol and 
eword, since, as Uiey bid him bear in mind, " you aie 
" going to the country of Rob Roy ! " We can scarce 
blame th^e Parisians for so faithfully remembering that 
little more than a hundred years ago Bob Roy was able 
to levy hia "black mail" on aU who came beneath the 
shadow of his mountains. But they might at least with 
equal reason have applied the same adyice to England; 
for much le^ than a hundred years ago, the great tho- 
roughfares near London, and, above all, the open heaths, 
as Bagshot and Hounslow, were infested by robbers on 
horsebaclc, who bore the name of highwaymen. Booty 
these men were determined by some means or other to 
obtain. In the reign of George the First they stuck up 
handbills at the gates of many known rich men in London, 
forbidding any one of them, on pain of death, to travel 
from towH without a watch or with less than ten guineas 
of money.* Private carriages and public conveyances 
were alike the objects of attack. Thus, for instance, 
in 1775, Mr. Kuthall, the solicitor and friend of Lord 
Chatham, returning from Bath in his carriage with his 
wife and cliild, was stopped and fired at near Hounslow, 
and died of the fright. In the same year the guard of 
the Norwich stage (a man of different metal from the 
lawyer) was killed in Epping Forest, after he had himself 
shot dead three highwaymen out of seven that assailed 
him.t Let it not be supposed, that such examples were 
but few and far between ; they might from the records oi 
that time be numbered by the score ; although in most 
cases the loss was rather of property than life. These 

• Lettree d'un Fran^E^s (en Angleterre), voL iii. p, 211. ed. 1745. 
f Ann . Ecgisl. 1775, pp. 97. aai 1S3. 
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outrf^ea appear to have increased in frequency towards 
the close of the American War. Horace WaJpole, ^vriting 
from Strawberry Hill at that time, complains that, having 
lived there in quiet for thirty years, he caamot now stir a 
mile from his own house after suiaet, without one or two 
servants armed with blunderbusses.* Some men of rank 
at tliat period — Earl Berkeley, above all — were famed 
for their skill and coiirage in dealing with such assailants. 
One day — so runs the story — Lord Berkeley, travelling 
after dark on Hounslow Heath, was wakened from & 
slumber by a strange face at his carriage-window and ai 
loaded pistol at his breast. "I have you now, my Lord," 
said the intcuder, " after all your boasts, as I hear, that 
" you would never let yourself be robbed !" — " Nor would 
"I now," siud I/ord Berkeley, putting his hand into his 
pocket, as though to draw forth hia purse, " but for that 
" other fellow peeping over your shoulder." The high- 
wayman hastily turned round to look at this unexpected 
intruder, when the Earl, pulling out instead of a purse a 
pistol, shot him dead upon the spot. 

It is strange that so highly civilised a people should 
have endured these highway robberies so bag. In tlus 
respect we scarcely seemed above the level of the modern 
Eomims, But stranger still, perhaps, to find some of the 
best writers of the last century treat them as subjects of 
jeat, and almost as subjects of praise. From such pro- 
ductions as the "Tom Clinch" of Swift, or the "Beg- 
gars' Opera" of Gay, we may collect that it was the 
tone in certain circles to depict the highwaymen aa 
daring and generous spirits, who " took to the road," as 
it was termed, under the pressure of some momentary 
difficulties, — the gentle-folk, as it were, of the profession, 
and far above the common run of thieves. ^ 

A highly intelligent traveller, towards tiiQ year 1770, 

• To the Earl of Straffiird, Oct. 3. 17S2. 

t Some of these wortiues appear to hare enjoyed n kind of 
■trudilionacyftune; above all, "the bolfl. Turpin," wlio was hanged 
at York for horse-stealing, in 1739. See his Life in the Newgate 
Calendars of Mr. William Jackson (vol. ii.pp. 331 — 349.) Many 
of them showed great pride in then' own aehieveioenta, " Not know 
"mel" sdd John Bann to the tflllnmn on the Tottenham Eoafl, 
"whylamSixteen-string Jack, the famous highwayman 1" (Ibid, 
vol. V. p. U2,) 
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has described a, great munber of our country inns, and 
upon the whole in favourable terma. * There might be 
comfort in many a wayside cottage such as Izaac Walton 
speaba of, neat and trim, ■with its rosemary- strewn sheets, 
its dish of new-caught trout, and its ballads on the walls. 
There might he splendour in some few houses, as " The 
Castle " at Marlborough, along the great Bath road, and 
other lines of daily and luxurious thoroughfare. Even 
in those of humble pretensions there was seldom wanting 
a secret bin, from the dust and cobwebs of which the 
landlord could draw upon occasion a bottle of excellent 
Bordeaux, Travellers of rank were frequently expected 
to call for such ovon when they had no need of it ; "for 
" the good," — as the phrase went — " of the house." 
But the dinner was seldom equal to the wine, and the 
charges were often exorbitantly high. When, in 1763, the 
Duke de Nivemois, the new ambassador from Prance, 
landed at Dover, he was astonished at the charges in his 
bill. This was no new matter of complaint So early 
as 1619 we find Lord Herbert of Cherbury say : " At 
" Calais, I remember, my cheer was twice as good as at 
" Dover, and my reckoning half as cheap." ^ 

Besides the slowness, the risk, aad the cost of tra- 
velling, which might tend to diminish the journeys to 
London in tliat age, the country gentlemen were also in 
some measure kept away by their estrangement from the 
two first princes of the House of Hanover. Not a few 
who had been loyal subjects of Queen Anne disliked the 
reign of her German cousins, and began to cast a wistful 
look towards her nearer kindred beyond the sea. With- 
out partaking, or desiring to partake, the Jacobito de- 
signs, they would at least, while giving in due form, 
" the King," as their first toast after dinner, make a 
motion with the glass to pass it on the other side of the 
water-decanter which stood before them, and imply or 
speak the words, " over the water." They would revile 
sdl adherents of the Court as " a parcel of Roundheads 
"and Hanover Kats." I Eoundhead, as is well known, 

* Seo Ihe Northern Tour, by Arthnr Yoimg, vol. it. pp. 586 
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■was the by--word first applied to tlie Calvinistic preachers 
in the Ciyil Wars, from the close -cropped hair which 
they affected as distinguished from the flowing curls ot 
the Cavaliers. The second phrase was of far more recent 
origin. It BO chanced that not long after the accessiwi 
of the House of Hanover, some of the brown, that is the 
German or Norway rats, were first brought over to this 
country (in some timber as is said) ; and being much 
stronger than the black, or till then the common rats, 
they in many places quite extirpated the latter.* The 
word (both the nonn and the verb to rat) was iirst, aa we 
have seen, levelled at the converts to the government of 
George the First, but has by degrees obtained a wider 
meaning and come to be applied to any sudden and mer- 
cenary change in politics. 

WhUe we may reject in all the more essential features 
such gross caricatures as those of Squire Western and 
Parson TruUiber, we yet cannot deny that many both of 
the country gentlemen and clergy in that age showed 
signs of a much neglected education. For this both our 
Universities, but Oxford principaUy, must be hlamed. 
" I have heard," says Dr. Swift, " more than one or two 
" persons of high rank declare they could leam nothing 
« more at Oxford and Cambridge than io drinlt ale and 
" smoke tobacco ; wherein I firmly believed them, and 
« could have added some hundred examples from ^my 
" own observations in one of these Universities, — 
meaning that of Oxford, f At Cambridge such men as 
Professor Saunderson had kept up the flame, worthily 
maintaining her high mathematical renown. But even 
there it is plain, from the letters of Gray, how little taste 
for poetry and literature lingered in her ancient halls. 
Oxford, on the other hand, so justly famed both before 
14.). See tlie ceremony of the water- decanter described ia Eed- 
gamSet, letter iv 

* See Pennant 

the hrown spedes bears with a . . 

Pennant asBnrea us that " it ie an animai quite unknown u 
"dinavia."— EaM, of any kind wei^e, it appears, first brought to 
America by a ship from Antwerp. ,-„ j .-n 

+ Essay on Modem Education, Works, voL ix. p. 373. ed. 1814. 
The Dean, howerer, afterwards limits his remark to " yonng heira 
" sent thither only for form," 
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that age and after it, had then sunk down to the lowest 
pitch of duUnesa and neglect. Gibbon tells us of his 
tutor at Magdalen College, that this gentleman -well 
remembered he had a salary to receive, and only forgot 
he had a duty to perform. The future historian was 
never onco summoned to attend even the ceremony of a 
lecture, and in the course of one winter might make 
uareproved, in the midst of term, a tour to Bath, a visit 
into Buckinghamshire, and a few excursions to London. * 
We may incline to suspect the testimony of the sceptic 
against any place of Christian education, but wo shall 
find it (allowing only for the superior license of every 
Gentleman Commoner), confirmed in its full extent by 
so excellent and so eminent a member of our Church as 
Dr. Johnson. Here is his own account of his outset at 
Pembroke College. " The first day after I came I wail«d 
" on my tutflr Mr, Jordan, aad then stayed away four. 
" On the sixth Mr. Jordan asked me why I had not 
" attended. I answered, I had been sliding in Christ 
"Church meadow." t This apology appears to have 
been given without the least compunction, and received 
without the least reproof. 

It is painful to read such charges against an Univer- 
sity so rich in her foundations, so historic in her fame, 
and standing once more so high in the respect of those 
who have been trained within her walls. But the case 
is even worse, if possible, when we come to her system 
of Degrees. In granting these, the Laudian Statutes 
still in name and theory prevailed. But in practice 
there appeared a degree of laxity which, were the subject 
less important, would be wholly ludicrous. Lord Eldon, 
then Mr. John Scott of University College, and who 
passed the Schools in February, 1770, gave the following 
account of them : " An examination for a Degree at 
" Oxford was in my time a farce. I was examined in 
" Hebrew, and in History. ' What is the Hebrew for 
" ' the place of a skull?' I replied, ' Golgotha.' ' Who 

* "Memoirs of my Life," p. 70. ed. 1839. Dean Milman. iiimself 
for many years a ftofessor at Osford, adds in a note {p. 86.), tliat- 
from the best authority, he has nndecetood Gibhon's om«rrations to 
have been at that time by no m 

•f Life of Bosivell, eh. iii. 
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" ' founded University College ? ' I stated (though, by 
" the way, the point is sometimes doubted), that King 
" Alfred founded it. ' Very well, Sir,' saJd the Ex- 
" aminer, 'you are competeut for your Degree I'"* 
Similar to this is the description in 1780 by the Rev. 
Vicesimus Knox : " The Masters take a most solemn 
" oath that they will examine properly and impartially, 
" Dreadful as all this appears, there is always found to 
" be more of appearance in it than reality, for the greatest 
" dunce usually gets his testiitoniuk signed with as 

" much ease and credit as the finest genius The 

" Statutes require that he should translate familiar En- 
" glish phrasea into Latin, And now is the time when 
" the Masters show their wit and jocularity. I have 
" known the questions on this occasion to consist of an 
"inquiry into the pedigree of a race-horse !"f The 
Commissioners of 1850, who quoto these testimonies, 
add, that at the time in question the Examiners were 
chosen by the candidate himself from among his friends, 
and that he was expected to provide a dinner for them 
after tho examination was over. Oaths upon this sub- 
ject, as upon most others, proved to be no safeguard. 
Oaths at Oxford were habitually taken because the law 
required them, and habitually disregarded, because their 
fulfilment had become impossible in sonic eases, and 
inconvenient in many mora 

From this ignominious state the studies of the TJni- 
versity were not rescued till tho commencement of the 
present century. In 1800 a new Statute was passed, 
chiefly, it is said, at the instance of Dr. Eveleigh, Provost 
of Oriel f, which reformed the whole system of Examina- 
tion, and awarded honours to the ablest candidates. By 
another Statute, in 1807, a further great improvement 
was effected, A division then was made between the 
Classical and the Mathematical Schools, and the first who 
attained the highest rank in each was a future Prime 
Minister, — Sir Robert Pee!. 

The last century at Oxford was indeed as a valley 
between hills. Look either at the age which preceded, 

* Twias's Lifa of I-ard Eldon, vol. i. p. 57. 

t Works of Dr. V. Knos, voL 1. p. 377. 

j REpoyt of the Oxford Unitersity Commission, p. 60. ccl. 1853. 
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or at the age which followed it, and own their iutellectual 
cQevation. At either of those periods a traveller from 
London, might, as he left the uplands, and crossed the 
Cherwell Ijridge, have wandered through the proud array 
before him of pinnacles and battlements, — from where 
spread the cloisters of Magdalen, and the groves that 
bear Addison's name — to the books aad the galleries of 
the Bodleian, to that nnequalled chapel of New College, 
or to that noble bequest of Wolsey, the wide quadrangle 
of Christ Church, — and all the way met nothing that 
misbecame the Genias of the Plaee — nothing to clash 
with, the lofty and reverent thoughts which it suggested. 
He would have seen many men of erninent learning and 
high spirit, men not unworthy of the scenes in which they 
dwelt, men not misplaced among the high-wronght works 
of Ar^ or the storehouses of ancient knowledge, — the 
foundations of Saints, and the monuments of Martyrs. 
There, in the reign of Charles the First, he might have 
seen the Heads and Fellows cheeri'ully melt their plate or 
pour down their money for the service of their Eoyal 
Master, — willing to dare deprivation and poverty, — will- 
ing to go forth unfriended into exile, rather than bate one 
jot of Qieir dutiful allegiance both to Church and King. 
There, in the reign of James the Second, he might have 
seen those cloisters of Magdalen the last and the iirmest 
citadel of freedom. Or, if the lot of the traveller whom 
we suppose had been cast on these later days, if he had 
visited Oxford under the Fourth Greorge, o th P urth 
William, he woold then, amidst some indefen bl abu 
have found much, very much, to admire and mm n 1 
He would have found most indefatigable T t m t 
searching Examinations, most hard-fought H n He 

would have found on all sides a true and g wi al 

for the reputation and well-being of the p!a B t n 
the middle of the last century there were none of these 
things. The old spirit had sunit, and the new not yet 
arisen. 

The general contempt into which Oxford had fallen in 
the middle of the last century is further indicated by a 
lively touch of satire in Lord Chesterfield's Essays. The 
writer assumes it as quite impossible, that any person 
well acquainted with that University could desire it to 
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become the place of education of his children. Speaking 
in the character of a country gentleman he says, " When 
« I took my son away fi-om school, I resolved to send him 
« directly abroad, having been at Oxford myself! "* 

The remiasneaa of the tutors at Oxford and at Cam- 
bridge led, of course, to other neglects of duty in those 
■whom tliey had failed to t«aeh. Such neglects were 
only too apparent in the Church of England of that age. 
Let us hear upon them a wholly unexceptionable witness 

Dr. Thomas Newton, Bishop of Bristol, who died in 

1782. In his Account of his own life this Prelate states, 
that by living and residing so much at Bristol he had 
hoped that his example would have induced the other 
members of the Church to perform their part also, and 
fulfil, at least, their Statutable duties. The Deanery, he 
states, was worth at least 500/. a year, and each Prebend 
about half that sum; and for these prefennents the 
residence then usually requited was three months for the 
Dean and half that time for each Prebendary. "But 
"alas!" continues the worthy Prelate, "never was 
« Church more shMnefulIy neglected. The Bishop has 
"several times been there for months together without 
" seeing the face of Dean or Prebendwy, or anything 
" better than a Minor Canon." And as, in some cases, 
there were undisguised neglects of duty, so in others we 
may trace ite jocular evasion. We may learn, on the 
same Episcopal authority, that the Church of Eochester 
■waa in no less iU plight than the Church of Bristol ; and 
that on one of the Prebendaries dining with Bishop 
Pearce, the Bishop had asked him : "Pray, Dr. S., what 
" is your time of residence at Eochester?" — "My Lord, 
said he, "I reside there the better part of the year." — 
" I am very glad to hear it," replied the good Bishop. 
• Essay in "The World," May 3. 1753. In 1746 a poet de- 
scribes as follows the reminiscences of a conntry clergyman while 
yet an Oicford. Fellow; — 

"When calmarounci the common room, 
"I puffd my daily pipers pcfume, 
"Rode for a stomach and inspected 
" At annual botlJings corks selected, 
" And din'd untax'd, untroubled, nndar 
" The portrait of oui pious Founder 1 " 
See the " Progress of Discontent," ii " ' ' 
Poems, vol. iv, p. 257. cd. 1756. 
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But the Doctor's meaning and also tlie real fact was, that 
he resided at Rochester only during the week of the 
Audit ! • 

Among the laity, as might have been expected, a 
correspondiag neglect of Church ordinances was too 
often found. Bishop Newton cites it as a most signal 
and unusual instance of religious duty, that Mr, George 
Grenvillo " regularly attended the service of the Church 
" every Sunday morning, even while he was in the 
" highest offices," Not only was Sunday the common 
day for Cabinet Councils and Cabinet dinners, but the 
very hours of its morning service were frequently 
appointed for political interviews and conferences, f It 
is gratifying to reflect, how clear and constant since that 
time has been the improvement on such points. The Lord 
Lieutfiuant, and for very many former years the repre- 
sentative^ of one of the Midland shires, has toH me that 
when he came of age there were only two lauded gontie- 
meii it) his cOEuity who had family prayers, whilst at 
present, as he believes, there are scarcely two that have 

We may also observe with pleasure, that many as were 
the neglects and shortcomings of the Clergy in that age, 
their lives, at least, were pure. No charge of im- 
morality can, with justice, be brought against them, 
unless in such few and rare caaea as in any very nu- 
merous body must, of course, in time arise. 

The Dissenters of that age, or some of them, might 
have more zeal, but had even less of learning. In some 
cases we And their deficiencies acknowledged by them- 
selves. Here is one entry from the Minutes of the 
Methodist Conference, in May, 1765. " Do not our 
'■ people in general talk too much, and read too little ? 
" They do." 

To the neglect of education in that age we may also in 
part ascribe the prevalence of drinking and gaming. It 
is remarkable how widely the former extended, notwith- 
standing the high prices of wine. Swift notes in his 
account-book, that going with a friend to a London 

• Acconnt of his Own Life, liy Bishop Newton; Worts, vol. i. p. 
126. ed. 1787. 

cc, TOl. iii. p. 337. ; 
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tavern, they paid sixteen shillings for two bottles of 
" Portugal and Florence." * Instances of gross intem- 
perance were certainly in that age not rare. Lord Eldon 
assured me, that he had seen at Oxford a Doctor of 
Divinity whom he fenew, so far the ■worse for a convivial 
entertainment, that he was unable to walk home without 
leaning for support with Hs hand upon the walls ; but 
having, by some accident, staggered to the rotunda of 
the Eadcliffe Library, which was not aa yet protected by 
a raising, he continued to go round and round, wondering 
at the unwonted length of the stroet^ but still revolving, 
and supposing he went straight, until some friend — 
perhaps the future Chancellor himself — relieved him 
from his embarrassment, and set him on hia way. Even 
whore there might bo no positive excess, the best com- 
pany of that day would devof© a long time to the cir- 
culation of the bottle. In Scotland, where habits of 
hard-drinking were still far more rife than in England, 
tho principal landed gentlemen, some eighty years ago, 
dined for the most part at four o'clock, and did not quit 
the dining-room nor rejoin the ladies tiU ten or eleven. 
Sometimes, as among the Edinbm^h magnates, there 
might be a flow of bright conviviality and wilj but in 
most cases nothing could well be duller than these topera. 
There is named a Lowland gentleman of large estate, and 
well remembered in Whig circles, who used to say that, 
as he thought, " the great bane of all society is convcrsa- 
" tion!" The earass hard-drinking tendency in Scotland 
may be traced in another fact, — that while any young 
man of gentle blood was deemed to lose caste if he 
engaged in trade an exception by common consent was 
mile for the cunoe al bu me s of <i wine merchant. 

Gam ng was a) hor ed by Gn_o ge the Second no less 
tl an by George the Th rd f B ^ m spite of the Eoyal 
disco ntenanee it flo hel thro gh the whole period 
compn°el n the jresent H st ly There is one case 
recorde 1 of a lady who 1 t tl ree thousand guineas at- 
01 e B thng at Loo J Am ng the men, Brookes' Club, 

* Journal to Sfolla, October 8. 1710. 

t Letter of Lord Chesterfield to liis Son, June 26. 1752, ad 

i Ann. Register, 1766, p. 61. 
VOL. vn. Y 
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and "White's are mentioned, as more especially the seats 
of high play. Mr. Wilberforce, coining up to London as 
a young man of fortune, has related the endeavours that 
■were used to engage him at a Faro-table in the former, 
where George Selwyn kept hank. And, he adds, " The 
" very first time I went to Boodle's I won twenty-five 
" guineas of the Duke of Norfolk, " * Many in that age 
were the ancestral forests felled, and the goodly lands 
disposed of to gratify this passion — scarcely lesa than in 
the days of Charles the Second, -when the King himself 
would hold the dice-box, and when Lord Carnarvon used 
to say that wood was an excrescence of the earth pro- 
vided by Nature foe the payment of debts ! f But, al- 
though the high play continued, the games were wholly 
changed. Thus, the terms in Ombre and Bassette, which 
Pope in his "Bape of the Lock," and Lady Mary Wortley 
in her " Town Eclogues," assume as quite familiar, be- 
came by degrees almost unintelligible. The discovery 
of a new game in the last years of the American War 
tended greatly to diffuse the spirit of gaming from the 
higher to the lower classes, Tliis was the E. 0. table, 
which was thought to be beyond the reach of law, 
because not distinctly specified in any Statute In 1782 
a Bill was brought in, providing severe penalties against 
this or any other new games of chance ; and the Bill, 
after some debate, passed the Commons, but in the Lords 
was lost, owing to the lateness of the Session and the 
pressure of business at Lord Rockingham's death, J In 
the debates upon this subject, Mr. Byng, as Member for 
Middlesex, stated, that in two parishes only of West- 
minster there were 296 E. 0. tables, and that he knew of 
instances where bankrupts had gained 20,000t by E. 0. 
Another Member added, that at least 500 other tables 
were upon the stocks, and that E.O. tables might now be 
found at almost every country town. Servants and ap- 
prentices, it seems, were drawn in to take part in these 
games, cards of direction to them being often thrown 

• Life of "Wilberforee, by his Sons, vol. i. p. 16. 

t SaePepya'sMary.MayB. 1667. 

t Lords'Joncnals, July, 1783. The Bill wilh the Lords was three 
times ia Committee, on Jiily 6. 8. and 9 ., and several amendments 
had been made, bnt the Sesdoawas closed on the Uth. 
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down the areas of the houses ; and the comers in were 
allowed to play on Sundays as freely as on other days. * 
Sheridan, who, from his own private life, could not ho 
expected to view the new Bill with any great favour, 
said against it, with some truth, that "it would be in vain 
" to prohibit E, 0. tables while a more pernicious mode 
" of gaming was countenanced by law — he meant the 
" gaming in the lottery." Private lotteries were indeed 
prohibited, but State lotteries had long been ranked 
among our sources of revenue. In 1763, two lotteriea 
were for the first time established in one year. In 1 788 Mr, 
Pitt estimated the clear annual gains which they brought 
to Govorament at no less than 260,000t ; such, he said, 
was the rage and madness for this species of gambling, 
and such the bargain which, on coinpetition among 
several bidders, he had mada This "lottery madness," 
as it has been truly termed, was it seems indulged in by 
night as well as by day. A traveller to London in 1775 
observes that he could not help looting with displeasure 
at the number of paper lanthorus that dangled before the 
doors of lottery offices, considering them as so many false 
lights hung out to draw fools to their destruction, f 
Moreover, the mode of deciding the lottery prizes in 
that age seemed as though expressly designed to favour 
gambling speculation, and came to be prohibited long 
before the lottei-ies themselves had ceased. A certain 
number of tickets was drawn and declared each day, so 
that, according to the proportion drawn and to the prizes 
left behind, the price of the remaining tickets was en- 
hanced. So common and well-known was this practice 
that it might afford an iDustration to the moralist and 
preacher. " At the close of the lottery of life"— thus 
to Pope writes Bishop Atterbury — "our last mmutea, 
" like tickets left in the wheel, rise in their valuation." J 
Besides such ill practices as drinking and gaming, we 

* See the Pari. Hlat. vol. xxiii. p. 110 — 113. : and Miss Edge- 
worth's Belinda, ch. xsviii. 

t Ann, Kegist. 1775, part. ii. p. 189. 

% Letter dated November 23. 1731. This passsgB may be com- 
pmed with the heautifiil moral illustration drawn by Addison from 
an abstruEe point in. mathematics — tiie Asymptales. (See the Spec- 
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may further ascribe to that age not merely a more fre- 
quent breach of moral oWigationis, but also, even where 
no fault of conduct is imputed, a want of moral refine- 
m.ent. We may guess the customary cature of tho talk 
or the songs after dinner, when we find that in great houses 
the chaplain was expected to retire with the ladies. But 
in many cases we find this want of moral refinement 
extend even to the other sex. Of this a strong instance 
is afforded in a letter, hitherto unpublislied, from a great 
politician and party-leader, William Pulteney, at that 
time Earl of Bath. Writing to his relative Colman, who 
had begun to practise as a, Barrister, Lord Bath, whether 
in jest or earnest, alludes as follows to his own family 
circle ; — " This letter I direct to you at Shrewsbury (on 
•' Circuit), which is the nearest place to find you in. If 
" you are concerned in the trial of any rape, the ladies 
" desire yon would send a minute particular account of all 
"that passed in it."* Another strong proof of the same 
conclusion may be gathered from the correspondence of 
Sir Walter Scott. His grand-aunt, Mrs. Keith of Eavel- 
Btone,alady then far advanced in life, applied to him in his 
younger years, toobtain for her perusal the novels of Mrs. 
Afi-a Behn — some of the most licentious in the langu^e. 
Scott, though not without some qualms, complied with 
the request. The peccant volumes were, however, most 
speedily returned. " Take back your bonny Mrs. Behn," 
said Mrs. Keith, "and if you will follow my advice, put 
" her in the fire. But is it not a strange thing," she 
added, " that I, a woman of eighty, sitting alone, feel 
" myself ashamed to look through a book which, sixty 
" years ago, I have heard read aloud for the amusement 
" of large circles of the best company in London ? " f 

By the course of novels and romances we may indeed 
measure, in some degree, the advance of moral refine- 
ment in our countrywomen. Fielding, whose masterpiece, 
Tom Jones, appeared in 1749, though far less licentious 
than Mrs. Bchn, is far more so than the present taste ap- 
proves. The same remark applies both to Smollett and to 

* MS, letter March 33. 1759. Original in Brit. Mus. purchajsod 
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Steme. Smollett — his Koderick Eandom came fortliin 
1748, and his Peregrine Pickle in 1751, — and Steme — 
Ms Tristram Shandy dates from 1759 — must be acknow- 
le^ed to have, the former many pass^es of free descrip- 
tion, and the last a long train of cOTert hints. But at the 
same period as Tom Jones there appeared amoiher work of 
fiction that aimed at a mnch higher strain. In that very 
year, 1749, came forth the first volumes of Clarissa Har- 
lowe. The author, Richardson, was already known by 
his Pamela a few years before, and was further distin- 
guished by his Sir Charles Grandison a few years after- 
wards. Whatever his theme the delineator of Clarissa 
seldom wrote without some moral lesson in his view. 
And while Fielding, with admirable skill, portrayed the 
especial features of the English character, Richardson no 
less successfiilly applied himself to the inmost feelings 
and failings of the human heart as in all countries they 
exist. For that very reason, while we find Fielding but 
seldom relished out of England, Richardson has perhaps 
obtained even more of value and esteem in traaislations, 
or upon the Continent^ than at home. It is striking, by 
the way, to read of the contempt which these two great 
masters of fiction, each so eminent in his own sphere, 
entertained at heart for each other. Richardson would 
speak of Fielding, even to Fielding's sister, as utterly 
low and vulgar, while Fielding diought Richardson bolli 
pedantic and prolix. From the latter charge, indeed, it 
is no easy matter to defend him. A. lady of the Edin- 
burgh circle, who loved, in her old age, to have novels 
read to her as she sat in her elbow-chair, used to prefer, 
for that purpose. Sir Charles Grandison beyond any other 
work of fiction, " because," swd she, " should I drop 
" asleep in the course of the reading, I am sure when I 
" awake I shall have lost none of the atory, but shall find 
" the party where I left them, conversing in the cedar- 

The wavering taste of the public in the matter of such, 
liberties as Fielding's, was finally turned against them 
by other eminent examples. Thiee most remarkable 
works of fiction were composed in 1759, in 1763, and in 
1765 ! the one a philosophical esiay in the garb of an 
Eastern tale; the second, a delightful picture of rural 
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life in England ; the third, the parent of a 
brood, the earliest of what we may term romances, as dis- 
tinguished from novels. To this deacription it is need- 
les to add the names of Easselas, the Viear of Wake- 
field, and the CastJe of Otranto. Difiering as do these 
tales from each other — differing as did their authors, 
Johnson, Goldsmith, and Horace Walpole — they yet 
agree in this one point, that there is nothing in them by 
which the most ahrinliing delicacy could be ■wounded. 
The conti-ast of Miss Bnrney's style with thatof Fielding, 
though more recent, was stronger still, because the sub- 
jects on which she dwelt were more nearly the same as 
Fielding's. Mss Burney, whose Evelina appeared in 
1778, and was followed by Cecilia in 1782, was the first 
to show that scenes both of low life and of high might be 
delineated with lively skill, and in a vein, of broad 
comic humour, vrithout even a single line unfit to meet a 
young lady's eye, or unworthy to proceed from a young 
lady's hand.* 

Although in the last century the common level of fe- 
male education was undoubtedly less high than now, 
there seems some ground to conjecture that then a greater 
number of ladies studied the dead languages. We may 
picture to ourselves, as an instance, Lady Mary Wortley 
Montagu in her girlhood, seated in the " little parlour " 
which she has d^cribed at Thoreaby, and with the old 
OEuks of the forest full in view, but relinquishing a sum- 
mer stroll beneath them to con over the Latin version of 
Epictetua, and to render it in Englisli, wMle Bishop 
Burnet by her side, smiled on her young endeavours, 
and directed them. Yet her learning never caused Lady 
Mary to contemn the pursuits more especially allotted to 
her sex ; on the contrary, we find her say, in one of her 
later letters, while treating of her granddaughter's educa- 
tion, "I think it as scandalous for a woman not to know 
" how to use a needle, as for a man not to know how to 
" use a sword." f 

* See the excellent concloaing remarks of Mr. Macaiilay, in Ms 
Essay npon Madame d'Arblaj-. (Edinburgh KsTiew, No. cliv. 

" t To the Conntew of Bute, Januaty 38. 1733. A SpaniBh pro- 
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It may be worthy of note, that in the earlier part of 
the last century, a young lady whose education was com- 
pleted, was addressed in the same form as if already 
married. As she was a "spinster" by law, so was she a 
"miatresa " by courtesy. Thus, for example. Lady Mary 
Wortley Montagu directs her letters for the maiden 
sister of her husband, to Mrs. instead of Miss WorUey. 
This peculiarity is the more remarkable, since, at a 
shortly previous period, the very opposite, at least among 
certain classes, prevailed in Prance. As an instance, we 
may observe in the " Impromptu de Versailles," that the 
wife of the greatest genius for comedy of modem times, 
bore the title, not of Madame, but of Mademoiselle, Mo- 

A* greater contrast can scarcely be conceived than 
between the dresses of the present day and those in 
vogue a hundred or a hundi-ed and fifty years ago. Even 
with the aid of Kneller's pictures we can scarcely bring 
to our mind's eye our grandmothers in their hoops and 
hair-powder, or our grandfathers with their huge periwigs 
and their clumsy shoes, with buckles at their feet and at 
their knees, with rich velvet for their morning attire, and 
always with a sword at their side. A gold snuff-box 
took the present place of a cigar-ease, and a gold-headed 
cane the present place of a switch. So high were the 
heels then commonly worn, that Governor Pitt was 
enabled, in travelling, to conceal in a cavity which he 
had formed in one of them the great diamond which he 
bad brought home from the East Indies. Towards the 
time of the American War the ladies adopted a new and 
strange head-dress, building up their hair into a most 
lofty tower or pinnacle, until the head, with its adjuncts, 
came to be almost a fourth of the whole figure. Several 
vai-ieties of this extravagant fashion may be traced in 
the engravings of that day. "I have just had my hair 
" dressed," writes Miss Bumey's Evelina " You cannot 

verb (preseiTcd in the c 
means fiivotirable to tli06( 
and Virgil : — 

" Mula qaa tiaze km hm 

" T muguer qae liabla Latin 

" Uunea hiaieron buea fiu." 
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"think Kow oddly my head feels; fdl of powder and 
"black pins, and a great cushion on the top of it!" 
Towards the time, however, of the Peace of 1783, there 
began to spread among both sexea a taste for greater 
plainness and simplicity of attire. This taste, like most 
others on this subject, appears to have come from Prance, 
and to have proceeded, in some degree, from the precept 
and example of Eoussean. * But America also, it is said, 
gave an impulse in the same direction. WraxaJl — for 
his authority, though slight, may sufBco for such matters 
as these — complains, towards the year 1781, that Mr. 
Fox, who in early youth paid great attention to his dress, 
had grown wholly to neglect it. " He constantly, or at 
" least usually, wore in the House of Commons, a blue 
" froek coat and ft buff waistcoat, neither of which seemed, 
"in general, new, and both sometimes appeal^ to be 
" thread-bare. Nor ought it to be foi^otten that these 
"colours then constituted the distinguishing badge or 
" uniform of Washington and the American insurgents." t 
Yet here I cannot but suspect some misrepresentation of 
the motive. It is hard to believe, even of the moat vehe- 
ment days of party-spirit, that any Englishman could 
avowedly assume, in the House of Commons, the colours 
of those who, even though on mo«t righteous oround'! 
bore arms against E gla d an 1 I si nld be wdl g to 
take in prefereoee a y othe exj lanat on that c-^n 1 e 
plausibly alleged. 

By the influence tl en n ome meis re pe I aps of 
both America and France velvet coat an 1 e nb o Icred 
stomachers were, by deg ee rcl nq he 1 bwo da we e 
no longer invariably wo by eve y one who cla ned to 
be of gentle birth o I eed n" They were fir t rese vel 
for evening suits, a d finally con gi ed as at jresent to 

* Beddes auntlrr passages in the Utidle see the NouveUe HSloise, 
pact iL lett. xxL As against a dress too costly, and for that very 
reason die longer worn, how effective is the single line: " Jen'tiimB 
" ni galons ni tadies \" -- , 

t "Memoirs of my own Time," voL ii. p. 2. ed. 1815. See also 
Mackenzie's Essay in the Lounger, dated April 9. 1785. Buff waist- 
coats were then, it seems, the usual badge of all Whig gentlemen nt 
Edinhurgh. And as for the Whig ladies, " I found that most of 
"them woreafoi's tailhy way of decoration on their head-dress." 
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Coart dresses, Nevertheless, several years were needed 
ere this change was fully wrought. In Guy Mannering, 
where the author refers to the end of the American War, 
he observes of morning suits, that, " though the custom 
" of wearing swords by persons out of uniform had been 
" gradually becoming obsolete, it was not yet so totally 
" forgotten as to occasion any particular remark towards 
" those who chose to adhere to it" Thus it may be diffi- 
cult to fix the precise period of this change. But no one, 
on reflection, will deny its real importance. To wear a 
sword had been, until then, the distinguishing mark of a 
gentleman or ofRcer. It formed a line of demarcation 
between these classes and the rest of the community ; it 
implied something of deference in the last, and something 
of "knighthness," as Spenser torma it, in the former. 
Immediately after the cessation of this ancient usage, we 
^nd Burke lamenting that the age of chivahy was gone. 
Tet, although there was, or in theory at least there might 
be, some advant^e m this outward sign of the feelings 
and the duties comprehended in the name of Grentleman, 
we must own that it was balanced by other evils, and 
especially by the greater frequency of duels it produced. 
Where both parties wore their swords, there was a con- 
stant temptation to draw and use them in any sudden 
quaireL I may allege as a fair example the case, in 1765, 
of Mr. Chaworth and his country neighbour, Lord Byron, 
the grand-uncle and predecessor of the poet. These gen- 
tlemen had been dining together at the Nottinghiunshire 
Club, which was held once a month at a tavern in Pall 
MalL A discussion arose as to the comparative merits of 
their manors in point of game, and Mr. Chaworth was at 
length provoked into declaring that if it were not for Sir 
Charles Sedley's care and his own, JmtA Byron would not 
have a hare on his estate. Upon this they withdrew to 
another room lighted by a single tallow-candle, where 
they drew their swords and fought, and where Mr. 
Chaworth was killed. Lord Byron was brought to trial 
before his Peers, and found guilty of Maaslaughter 
only." 

» Howell's State Trials, vol. sbc. p. 1 178— 123S. But a different 
view of Mr. CliaworHi's langttage is giyen ia Wftlpolo s MemoirB, 
vol. ii. p, 51. 
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The population, of England and Wales is computed to 
have increased from 5,066,000 in 1710, to 7,814,000 in 
1780.* Of our rising manufactures and manufacturers 
I have treated in another pla«e.f The agriculturists 
within that period were far indeed behind-hand if com- 
pared to those of the present day. Scarce any great and 
real progress m their modes of husbandry can be traced 
until aiter the accession of George the Third, when they 
were no doubt much animated by the personal example 
and predilection of the King in his farms both at Rich- 
mond and at Windsor. Until then the accounts from 
the most opposite qaarters tell nearly the same tale of 
lands either wholly waste, or at least imperfectly tilled. 
Take, in the first place, the extreme northern county of 
Caithness. The daughter of Sir John Sinclair, in the 
biography which she has written of her father, states 
that when he first began his vigorous improvements, at 
the age of eighteen, and in the year 1772, the whole 
district round him presented a scene of most discouraging 
desolation. Scarce any farmer in the county owned b, 
wheel-cart, and burdens were conveyed on the hacks of 
women, thirty or forty of whom might be seen in a line, 
carrying heavy wicker-creels. " At that period," con- 
tinues Miss Sinclair, " females did most of the hard 
" work — driving the peats or rowing the boats ; and it 
" sometimes occurred that if a man lost a horse or an ox, 
" he married a wife as the cheapest plan to make up the 
" difference." If we come te Northumberland, we shall 
find it alleged by Warburton, who was Somerset Herald 
to George the Second, and who published his " Vallum 
"Eomanum" in 1753, that "such was the wild and 
" barren state of this country, even at the time I made 
." my survey, that in those parts now called the wastes, 
" and heretofore the debateable grounds, I have fre- 
" quently discovered the vestiges of towns and camps 
" tiiat seemed never to have been trod upon by any 
" human creature than myself since the Romans aban- 
" doned them ; the traces of streets and the foundations 

* Preface K> tho flrst volnme of the Populatioa Eeturns, 1331, 
p. 45., us derived from Mr. riolaiaon's tables. 
i Siie vol. T. p. 1—9. 
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" of the buildings being still visible, only grown ovor 
" with grass." The preyaJence of turnip-growing in the 
place of fallows, which, says Mr. Grey of Dilston, has 
made a eomplet« revolution in the management and value 
of land, took place in that county within the memory of 
. living men. No turnip ever grew on a Northumbrian 
field till between the years 1760 and 1770, although they 
had been sown and reared in gardens for several yeara 
before.* It may he said not only of Northumberland, 
but of all the counties which are, in fact, what it calls itself 
— north of Ilumber — that, at the accession of George the 
Third, they were stiil, in great part, unincloaed. As in 
1832 I was riding with the la(« Ea.rl of Harewood, at 
his seat near Leeds, he pointed out to me the remains of 
a narrow horse-bridge, with a turnpike beside it. This, 
he said, was, till his childhood, the sole ' commnnicatioa 
between the Leeds district and the north, and that was 
the first toll which, on coming into England, the Scottish 
drovers had need to pay. 

But let us pass to Lincolnshire, a county renowned 
perhaps beyond any other of the present day for its 
skilful cultivation and luxuriant crops ; and let us hear 
certainly one of the most experienced and able of our 
living agriculturists. Only a few years since, Mr. Puaey, 
then the member for Berkshire, was engi^ed in a critical 
examiiLation of the farming around Lincoln. As he 
journeyed onward, his attention was arrested by a 
column seventy feet high, which stood by the road-side. 
On inquiry from hia companion, Mr. Handley, he learnt 
that it was a land light-house, built no longer since than 
the middle of the last century, as a nightly guide for 
travellers over the dreary waste which still retains the 
name of Lincoln Heath. But though the name might 
linger, the scene had wholly changed ; the spirit and 
industry of the people had reared the most thriving 
homesteads around the column, and spread a mantle of 
teeming vegetatioa to its very base, "And it was 
" eertaJnly surprising to me," Mr. Pusey adds, " to dis- 
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" cover at onee tlie finest fanning I had ever seen, and 
« the only land light-house that was ever raised."* 

As a hundred years ago, the lands were too often 
untilled, ao were the cultiTators of the land too often 
untaught. Throughout England, the education of the 
labouring classes was most grievously neglected, the 
BupinenesB of the clergy of that age being manifest on 
this point as on every other. It would be very easy to 
adduce many cases of deplorable ignorance and conse- 
quent credulity at that period both in individuals and in 
whole villages or parishes. A few will suffice, however, 
to establish my conclusion. — A remartable man, in after 
years the chief of a religions sect, — William Huntington, 
— describes himself as the son of poor parents in the 
Weald of Kent. Without any instruction during his 
first childhood, he found his vacant mind fill with silly 
fancies. "There was," says he, "in the village an 
"exciseman, of a stern and hard-favoured countenance, 
"whom I took notice of for having a stick covered with 
"figures, and an ink-bottle hanging at his button-hole. 
" This man I imagined to be employed by God Almighty 
" to take an account of children's sins ! " "f A person of 
tax superior merit and attfunments, — Hannah More, 
— declares that on first going to the village of Cheddar, 
near the cathedral city of WeUa, " we found more than 
"two hundred people in the parish, almost all very poor; 
"no gentry ; a dozen wealthy farmers, Lard, brutal, and 
"ignorant ..... We saw but one Bible in all the 
" parish, and that was used to prop a flower-pot ! " 

Traces of ancient superstition were sometimes found 
to linger in the congenial darkness. Thus, in North- 
amptonshire, "Miss C. and her cousin, walHng, saw afire 
" in a field, and a crowd around it They said, 'what is 
" ' the matter ? — Killing a calf. — What for ? — To stop 

* Journal of tlie Eoyal Agricultural Societf, voL iy. p. 287. 
TbiE column, —file " Dunston Eillfu-," is now, I believe, the property 
of riiB Eacl of Ripon, 

t Life of WUiam Huntington, S. S. (tliai is, Sinner Saved), by 
himself, in his " Eingdont of Heaven taken by Prayer," p. 35. ed. 
1793. He adds, " I tbonght he must have a great deal to do to find 
" out all the sins of diildren, and I eyed him ss a formidable bong, 
"and the greatest enemy I had ia all ihe world." 
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" ' the murrain.' They went away as quickly as possible. 
" On speattng to the clergyman, he made inquiries. The 
« people did not like to talk of the affair, but it appeared 
"that when there is a, disease among the cows, or when 
" the calves are bom sickly, they sacrifice, that is, kill 
" and burn, one for good luck." * 

Pass we next to Suffolk. There, in the village of' 
Wattisham, and in the year 17S2, it chanced that six 
children of one family died in quick succession of a 
sudden aad mysterious illness, — their feet having first 
mortified and dropped off. Professor Henslow, who 
resides at no great distance from Wattisham, has given 
much attention to the records of their case, and has made 
it clear in his excellent Essay on the Diseases of Wheat, 
that in all probability their death was owing to their 
imprudent use of deleterious food — the Ergot of Kye. 
But he adds, that in the neighbourhood, the popular 
belief was firm, that these poor children had been the 
victims of sorcery and witchcraft.'}' 

Among the principal means which, nnder Providence, 
tended to a better spirit in, the coming age, may be 
ranked the system of Sunday Schools. And of these, the 
main praise belongs to Robert Raikes. There are indeed 
some previous claims aUeged on behalf of other persons, 
especially Miss Hannah Ball, at High Wycombe, m 1769. 
But certainly, at least, the example did not spread at that 
time. The elder Mr. Eaikes being printer and propnetor 
of the Gloucester Journal, had been brought before the 
House of Commons, in 1729, for the offence, as it was 
then considered, of reporting their debates.^ His son, 
bom in 1735, became in due time bis successor in his 
business. Struck at the noise and riot of the poor boys 
in his native streets, Raikes the younger established the 
first of his Sunday Schools in 1781. Thus, in one of his 
early letters does he explain his views— further cBiried 

* Communication addreESEd to Jacob Gi'imni, and inaertod hy 
him in Iiifl Dealsche Mythdogk. p. 576. ed. 1843. With hia usual 
learning, he proceeds to sliow tlie genuine descent of this V'^^^ 
from a primeval Celtic rite. See also in White's Selborne (p. 295. 
ed. 1837), the stories of the seamed pollards and shrew-ash. 

t Journal of the Royal Agrioultural Society, voL ii. p. 16. 

% See Uie second yolnme of thia History, p. 126. 
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out m our own day by Lord Ashley's care: "I argue, 
"therefore, if you can loiter about witlioat shoes and a 
" r^ged coat, you may as well come to school and leem 

what may tend to your good in that footing. All that 
"I require are clean hands, clean face, and the hair 
"combed I cannot express to you the pleasure I 

often receive in discovering geniua and innate good 
" dispositions among this litde multitude. '■ It is botaniz- 
"ing in human nature."* 

The benevolent exertions of Mr. Eaikea were well 
seconded and widely diffused. His Schools received the 
early patronage and aid of several eminent Prelates, 
especiaUy Dr. Porteua, at that time Biahop of Chester. 
Adam Smith bore his testimony to them in these remark- 
able words : — « Wo plan has promised to effect a change 
' of manners with equal ease and simplicity since the 
" days of the Apostles." Thus it happened that schools 
on Mr. Eaikes's plan soon started up in almost every 
county. In London they owed their first secure estab- 
lishment to the zeal of Mr. William Fox, a wholesale 
draper, assisted by Mr. Jonas Hanway, a gentleman who 
had first risen into notice by the publication, on a moat 
ample scale, of his Journey to Persia in 1753 — who, 
since that time, had been forward in all works of bene- 
volence, as in the foundation of the Magdalen Charity in 
1758 — and who will be remembered as a philanthropist 
long after he is forgotten as a traveller.f 

The progress of Agriculture at this period was greatly 
aided by the exertions of Arthur Young. As a working 
farmer in his youth he had applied himself with zeal to 
the improvement of tillage, and what ho had begun as a 
profession evei- afterwai-ds continued his pursuit He 
first attracted the attention of the public in 1768, by an 
account of a Six Weeks' Tour through the Southern 
Counties. The success of that experiment soon produced 
a Tour to the Northern Counties, in four volumes, and 
then another, of the same length, te the Eastern. Those 
books were read the rather from their clear and Hvely 

* Eofaert Rdfcea to Colonel Totvnfey, November 25 1783 
t History of Sunday Schools, by Lewis G. Pray, Boston, V. S. 
1847. See especi^y pp. 133—160. 
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Style, and proved of great practical importance from the 
contrasts ■which they drew, and the emulation which they 
excited. In 1780 he also described, in print, a Journey 
which he had made to L-eland, and in 1784 commenced 
his Annals of Agriculture, a. periodical in monthly parts. 
Among the many contributions to that usefiil work came 
several from George the Third, in fact, though not by 
name. More than a year elapsed ere Toung discovered 
that his unknown correspondent, Mr. Ralph Kobinaon, of 
Windsor, who sent him accounts of a farm at Petersham, 
was no other than the King. 

It may be worthy of note, that in Norfolk the system 
of large farms — a system sometimes imputed as a blot in 
the great agricultural improvements pursued at si later 
period by Mr. Coke, of Holkham — has on its side the 
high aulSiority of Arthur Toung. " Great farms," says 
he, "have been the soul of the Norfolk culture; split 
" them into tenures of an hundred pounds a year, and 
"you will find nothing in the whole county but beggars 
" and weeds." Even in his time, as he declares, the 
husbandry in Norfolk had advanced to a much greater 
height than he had seen any where else in England over 
an equal extent of soil* 

But far superior to Arthur Toung— superior as the 
reaeaiches of a Newton are above, though supporting 
and supported by, the oteervations of an Astronomical 
Table — stands tlie name of Adam Smith. Born at 
Kirkcaldy, in 1723, he was for many years Professor of 
Moral Philosophy in the University of Glasgow ; and his 
great work, " The Wealth of Nations," first appeared in 
1776. That year may well deserve, on its account, to 
rank as an era in political science. Even at the moment 
of its publication. Dr. Johnson, though he was no friend 
of Adam Smith, though they had once a personal alter- 
cation at the house of Mr. Strachan, most properly 
rebuked the shallow criticism of Sir John Pringle, that 
an author who had never been in trade could not be 
expected to write well upon that subject, any more than 
a lawyer upon physic. On the contrary, "there is 
nothing," said Johnson, in a true statesman's spirit, 

* Eastern Tour, vol. iL p. 161. ed. 1771. 
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"whieli requires more to be illusti-ated by philosophy 
"than trade doea."* And sucli illustration, such philoso- 
phy did, in rich measure, this great work supply. To say 
of the " Wealth of Nations " tiiat it has faults and errors 
is only to say, in other words, that it is the work of man. 
But not merely did Adara Smith found the science of 
Politioa! Economy ; we might almost say of him that he 
completed if, leaving, at least as some have thought, to 
his successors, not so niuch any new discoveries to make, 
or any further principles to prove, but far rather conjec- 
tures to haaard and consequences to pursue. 

It was not long ere some of the main doctrines of 
Adam Smith found adherents and disciples not only in 
Scotland, but in England, not only in England, but in 
France. In France they were, to some extent, engrafted 
on a small sect or party known by the name of "Econo- 
mists," and founded by Dr. Quesnay, who had died in 
1774.f The most eminent man at Paris who at first 
adhered to them was Turgot ; the most eminent man in 
London, the Earl of Shelburne. With such men it was 
not long ere these doctrines left the domain of theory, 
and came, at least in some degree, to be tried in active 
Ufe. 

It was owing to Adam Smith, and to men like Adam 
Smith, that Scotland, in his time, was, on many points, in 
practical advance of England. Education, at least in the 
more populous districts, was then certainly better ctu^d 
for. At Edinburgh the school of Medicine was then 
perhaps the best in the world. Its literary circle of that 
period has not often, in any country, been exceeded. In 
the improvement of tillage the Lothians took the lead, 
and kept it. Nearly all the good gardeners came at that 
time from tlie north of Tweed. Even Dr. Johnson could 
not gainsay them this praise; he could only qualify it 
by a sarcasm on the badness of their native climate. 
"Things which grow wild here," said he, "must be cul- 

* JAhhj Boawcll, andec the data of March 16. 1776. 

t The best account of Dr. Quesnay is to be found in the Journal 
de Madame du Hausset, first printed in the " Melanges d'Histoire 
"etdelitterature," (Mr. CraVford'a) in 1817. See also the note at 
p. 376. " Les Economistes rnppeiaient U maltre et disaient comme 
" jadifl de PjiJiagore le maitre Va dit." 
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"tiyated with great care in Scotland."* But further still 
we may trace among our northern neighbours a more early 
and enlightened zeal for measares of a sanitary cLarafiter. 
Thus, in 1782, we find a BiO pass Parliament to prevent 
the slaughtering of cattle within the city of Edinburgh j-, 
while similar prohibitions have been strangely neglected 
in London, even down to the present day. 

Of both Edinburgh and London at that period, we 
may note how far either was as yet from its present size. 
Sir Walter Scotl, where in Guy Mannering he treats of 
the close of the American War, says of his own romantic 
city, that " the New Town on the north, since so much 
"extended, was then just commenced. But the great 
" bulk of the better classes, and particularly those con- 
" nected with the law, still Kved in flats or dungeons of 
" the Old Town." In London, the whole space west of 
Buckingham Gardens — that space now covered with 
stately squares and streets surpassing of themselves, in 
wealth and splendour, several whole cities and capitals of 

■^ e — was, in 1765, no better than a line of marshy 

The entire front of it was then offered for sale to 
George the Third, at the priee of 20,000i and might 
probably have been stiU cheaper t« a private man.l In 
1780, Mr. Eomilly, writing to his sister from. Gray's Inn, 
complains of the cold north winds, and remarks ttiat 
between himself and Hampstead or Highgate there was 
only one row of houses, § But while masses of new 
tenements began to shoot forth on every side, the Govern- 
ment of the day tflok no thought or heed of reserving 
open spaces in die midst of them — either as parks for air 
and recreation, or as sites for future public buildings. A 
few thousands or even hundreds of pounds would then 
have sufficed to make the purchases for which at a later 
period hundreds of thousands would be needed. 

As in Edinburgh, the tide of fashion turned from the 
Old Town to the New, so in London, though from other 
causes, the change was equally decided. Many of the 

* Life, by Boswell, under the date of October 6. 1769. 

+ This was the Act 32 Geo. HI. ch, 52. 

i See (he Memoirs by Horace Walpole, vo). ii. p. 160., and 

g Memoirs of Sir Samuel Bomilly, by his sons, vol. i. p. 133. 
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fayourite resorts of the rich and great in the last age 
have since been relinquished wKoUy to the middla 
classes. It may -suffice to give as proofe the two chiefs 
of the last admiaistration of Qneeii Anne. Bolingbroke, 
a man of the world no less than a man of business, lived 
in Golden Square, and Harley, till he became Lord Trea- 
surer, in Euckingham Street, Strand. The rise and de- 
cline of Kanelagh — at one time by far the chief place 
of public entertainment — is another instance of the mu- 
tability of fashion. The ground on which it stood is 
now part of Chelsea Gardens, but had belonged to the 
Lords Eauelagb, and from thence its name. It was com- 
pleted in 1742, and appears to have been pulled down in 
the first years of the present century. The principal 
room, called the Rotunda, had a span of 185 feet, in the 
centre an orchestra, and ^roundtiers of boxes, at which 
the company could sit down and take tea. "Two nights 
" ago," — thus at the outset wrote Horace Walpole — 
" Bauelagh Gardens were opened at Chelsea ; the I'rince, 
" Princess, Duke, much nobility, and much mob besides, 
"were there. There is a vast amphitheatre, finely gilt^ 
" painted and illuminated, into which everybody that 
" loves eating, drinking, staring, or crowding, is admitted 
" for twelve pence." And again two years aft«rwards, 
when the fashion had grown: "Every night constantly 
" T go to Kanels^h, which has totally beat Vauxhall. 
" Nobody goes anywhere else — everybody goes there. 
" My Lord Chesterfield is so fond of it that he says he 
" has ordered all his letters to be directed thither. Yon 
" cannot set your foot without treading on a Prince of 
" Wales or a Ihike of Cumberland I " * 

Our criminal law at that period betrays, in its undis- 
criminating rigour, the spirit of a barbarous age. Even 
Elackstone, so staunch on most occasions in supporting 
the system which he found, inveighs against "these out- 
" rageous penalties," as he most truly terms them. Who 
would believe, he says, that in the eighteenth century it 
could be made a capital crime to break down the mound 

* Horace Walpole to Mann, May afi. 1742, mA to Conway, June 
29. 1744. These find many other particiilare of Banelagh are col- 
lected in Mr. Peter Cnnniughain'a entertaining and judicious Hand- 
book of London. 
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of a flsli-pond, or to cut down a clierry-tree in an or- 
charcl ? WTio would believe, that till tlio hour when he 
wrote, it still continued a felony without benefit of clergy, 
to be seen for one month in the company of gypsies, — 
" of persons who call themselves, or are called Egyp- 
" tiaus ? " * The vindication of tliese laws, which Paley 
has attempted in hia Moral Philosophy, dating from 1785, 
is surely a considerable blemish of that noble work. It 
is true, that in praetiee such savage punishments were 
not commonly inflicted. The subtlety of the law was here 
called in to amend its rigour. Take, for example, the 
cases of theft within a dwelling house. Death being then 
denounced whenever the value of the property stolen ex- 
ceeded forty shillings, it became usual for compassionate 
Juries, even by direction of the Judge, to return the 
value as below that sum, even where, on the clearest 
evidence, the value was much more. And thus, instead 
of extirpating the one abuse from the Statute Book, men 
tried to counteract it by another abuse in the opposite 
direction ! 

Aa these laws seemed the relic of a barbarous age, so 
did also some of the methods of enforcing them. Notwith- 
standing the merciful consideration in many cases, both 
of Judges and of Juries, the forfeiture of life for lesser 
crimes was in that age very frequent. The executions 
took pla«6 for the most part on Tyburn Gallpwa, which 
stood upon the present site of Connaught Place. It had 
been used for such scenes ever since the days of Henry 
the Fourth, and continued to be so till 1783, when aa 
order was made that executions should henceforth take 
place in front of Newgate Prison. At Tyhum, many too 
celebrated malefactors met their doom. There, in 1724, 
suffered Jack Sheppard, amidst aconcourse, it was said, of 
200,000 persons; there, in 1725, Jonathan Wild "the 
" Great," There, was hanged, in 1760, the more thaa 
half insane Earl Ferrers, for the murder of his land- 
steward ; and there, in 1777, the unhappy Dr. Dodd, at 
one time an eminent or at least admired preaeher, but 
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who, in an. eyil hour, yielding to temptation, had forged a 
bond in the name of his pupil, the young Earl of Chester- 
field, hoping that he might be able to repay its amount 
before it could be detected. On these occasions it was not 
unusual to find a strange kind of merriment, blended with 
the horror. Thus, the hangman's noose was Eometimea 
designated as a " lybum Tippet," and the hangman him- 
self, whatever his name might be, was always caOed 
" Jack Ketch," from the name of his predecessor in the 
days of James the Second. Jests flew from month to 
mouth, which it was said had been uttered by the cri- 
minals at the point of execution ; and other stiil less par- 
donable jests proceeded from bj-standers. Moreover, 
some men of fashion in that age, as George Selwyn, and 
Gteorge James, or, as he was called, " Gilly" Williams, 
had a morbid pleasure in witness ng the e melancholy 
scenes. It appears that wh e Selwyn could not him- 
self attend an execution, he de ed fa eive a minute 
account of it from one of the ye witne es * On other 
occasions also, as was well fenowi to h s friends, he took 
a strange delight in gazing pon rjs . The first 
Lord Holland, when upon h 1 atl bed a d to his ser- 
vant: "Next time Mr. Selwyn all fay 11 means show 
" him up. If I am alive, I hall b j,l d to see Lim, and 
" if I am dead, he will be gla It m 

In the eighteenth centi y the da her ages, ob- 

jects of horror were displayed without scruple to the 
public gaze. It is well known how, in 1746, the heads of 
the rebel chiefs were affixed on Temple Bar. At that 
period, Horace Walpole, as he "passed under the new 
" heads," saw " people make a trade of letting spying- 
" glasses at a halfpenny a look I'f But on other occasions 
also, and for other motives, there was a like exhibition to 
the passers by. Thus, in the case of the murder of John 
Hayes, in 1726, the head of the murdered man who was 
then unknown was set forth upon a pole in the church- 
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yard of St. Margaret's, Westminster, in liopes that the 
features might be recognised by some of the spectators, 
and that by these means a discovery might be made." 
The pillory alao^— a most unjustifiable form of punish- 
ment, because not ■wholly judicial, and since the populace 
were allowed to tate part in it by pelting — continued 
all through that century, and was undergone by such men 
as De Fob. 

In that century the Prisons of Great Britain were 
teeming with frightful abuses. The popular suspicion 
or belief of such may be traced through the satires of the 
previous age.t In 1729, as I have elsewhere shown, 
there had been an inquiry by the House of Commons, so 
far, at least, as London was concerned. J But the Com- 
mittee which then pursued its investigation and pre- 
sented its Reports served mainly to disclose the evil, and 
did little to afford a remedy. Thus did both cruelty and 
peculation continue well nigh uncontrolled till the ap- 
pearance of John Howard. That remarkable man be- 
longed to the sect of English Dissenters called the Inde- 
pendents. It is supposed rather than known that he was 
born at Hackney in 1726. Of feeble health and wounded 
affections — for he was twice a widower before he was 
forty years of age — he had retired to his small patrimony 
of Cardington, near Bedford. No man was ever less am- 
bitious of fame or seemed less likely to attain it. Be- 
sides some slight contributions to the Eoyal Society on 
the science of meteorology, and unwearied contributions 
of another kind to the neighbouring poor, he lived in 
close retirement. He read his Bible, and he noted his 
thermometer, and he desired only to pursue the even 
tenor of his way. But, as it chanced, he was named, in 
1773, High Sheriff of hia county. As such he was de- 
termined to fulfil his appointed duties. As such he 

" See the "Tyburn Chronicle," vol. ii. p. 265., as published in 
1768. 

t Swift's description of Ihe "Morning," wi'ittenin 1709, haa the 
following Jinea ; — 

" The tnmkey now Ms flock returning sees, 
" Diilj' let out a nights to steal fur fees. " 
Works, voL xiv, p. 94. ed. 1814. 
t See voL il p. ISO. 



Hcssdb, Google 



342 HISTOEY OF ENGT.AKD. CHAP. I.XX- 

listened attentivoly to tho trials of the prisoners in court ; 
and inspected with the utmost care every part of the 
county gaoL Its walla were already dignified with the 
long captivity of Bunyan. And thus from that obscure 
aad petty prison of Bedford — aa one of the hiographera 
of Howard has well observed — proceeded two of the 
noblest and most precious works of mac — Bunyan's 
"Pilgrim's Progress" and Howard's labour of charity and 

The circumstance that first gave rise to Howard's zeal 
on behalf of prisoners, was his seeing many who being 
declared Not Guilty after months perhaps of confine- 
ment were dragged back to prison, and locked up again 
until they should pay their appointed fees to the gaoler. 
Howard applied to bis brother magistrates that the gaoler 
might henceforth bo remunerated by a salary instead of 
fees. The Bench saw the grievous hardship, and were 
willing to grant the relief desired. But they wanted & 
precedent for charging the county with the expense. 
Forthwith did the High SheriS" mount his horse and ride 
through the neighbouring counties in search of pre- 
cedents. But he soon learned that the same injustice was 
practised in them; and looking into their prisons he be- 
held scenes of calamity which he grew daily more and 
more ansious to relieve. 

From that hour the zeal of Howard never slackened. 
In the fine language of the Psalmist, his heart yearned 
to sach as sit in darkness and the shadow of death, being 
fast bound in misery and iron. Before the close of 1774 
he had visited almost every prison-house in England. In 
almost all he found grievous though varying faults of 
management ; and in some it may be said no manage- 
ment at all. Three from the many scores of his reports 
must here suffice as samples of the rest. And first as to 
the Plymouth Town-Gaol : — " There are three rooms 
" for felons ; the one about five feet and a half high, with 
*' a wicket in the door seven inches by iive, to admit light 
" and air. To this, as I was informed, three men who 
" were confined near two montlis under sentence of trans- 
" portation, came by turns for breath. The door had not 

• Life by Hepworth Dixon, p. 140. 
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been opened, for five weeks when I with difficulty 
entered to see a pale inhabitant. He had been there 
ten weeks under sentence of transportation, and said he 
had much rather have been hanged than confined in 

that noisome ceU. The whole is dirty and has 

not been white-washed for many years. No court, no 
'' water. The gaolers live distant ; they are the three 
" sergeants at B^ce." 
Come we nest to the Comity Gaol at Salisbury : — 
Just outside the prison-gate was a round staple fixed 
in the wall ; through it was put a chain, at each end of 
" which a common-side debtor padlocked by the leg stood 
" offering to those who pass by nets, laces, purses, and so 
forth made in the prison. At Christmas felons chained 
together are permitted to go about ; one of them carry- 
ing a sack or basket for food : another a box for money. 
201. a year of the Chaplain's salary (which in all is 40i) 
is paid by Lord Weymouth by a bequest of Thomas 
Thynne, Esq. liOrd Pembroke pays a legacy of 5/. a 
year out of the manor of Swallow Cliff in this county ; 
part to the Chaplain himself, namely a guinea for a 
hat ; the remainder to be by him distributed among the 
prisoners." 

Gioucester Castle may stand last. Here the night- 
room (or main) for men felons, though up a number of 
steps, was found to be close and dark, and the floor so 
ruinous that it could not be washed. Only one sewer 
and no bath. The gaol-fever always prevalent and often 
mortaL No separation enforced between the sexes ; 
gi^dng rise to much licentious intercourse and to many 
^legitimate children born within the gaoL The keeper 
had no salary — the debtors no allowance of food. The 
first lived on extortion and the latter on charity. Yet 
amidst all these flagitious abuses of Gloucester Castle it 
is pleasing here again to trace the benevolent hand of the 
founder of Sunday Schools. Thus continues Howard : 
" In September the felons were very pitiable objects 
"indeed; half-naked and almost famished. But in 
"December their appearance was much altered. Mr. 
"Eaikes and other gentlemen took pity on them, and 
"generously contributed towards the feeding and clothing 
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" them. Mr, Eaikes continues his unremitting attontioii 
" to the prisoners." * 

Tlie exertions of Howard "were not long in bearing 
their good fruit Early in 1774, he was examined at the 
Bar of the House of Commons, and received the thanks 
of the House for his " interesting observations." Before 
the close of that Session, two Bills wore passed for the 
better regulation of prisons. By the first — which Mr. 
Popham, member for Taunton, had introduced in the 
preceding Session, but then without success — the fees 
of gaolers were abolished, and a fixed remuneration was 
assigned them payable from the County rales. By the 
second, the Justices were authorised and required to 
provide for the white-washing and cleansing of prisons, 
the establishment of infirmaries, and the proper care of 
prisoners. 

The object that gave Howard his first impulse was 
now fulfilled. But his labours had meanwhUe assumed a 
wider scope, a more universal design. In the first place, 
he determined to revisit the gaols which he had already 
examined, in order to satisfy himself that the new Acta 
were duly and fairly enforced. Next, in his zeal for a 
much larger measure of improvement, he not only com- 
pleted his esamiaation of the gaols in the remaining 
English shires, but journeyed, on the same benevolent 
errand, through Scotland, through Ireland, and through 
most other European countries. In 1777, by which time 
he had travelled upwards of thirteen thousand miles, he 
published his great work " On Prisons." In this he gave 
not merely the results of his experience — a vast mass of 
observations in divers places — but also the general rules 
and principles which he had deduced from them. It is 
not too much to say, that tliis worlt has formed the text- 
book of all subsequent writers on the subject It is 
not too much to say, that as Adam Smith was the true 
founder of Political Economy, so was his contemporary 
Howard the true founder of Prison Discipline, 

In the years that followed his first publications, 
Howard was far from relaxing in his labours. He con- 
tinued his vigilant inspection both of dungeons and 
hospitals, both at home and abroad; and in 1789, he 

• See Howard's State of Ffisona, pp. 363. 376. 389, ed. 1784. 
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gave to the world Lis second book, which he entitled 
" On Lazarettos," although, in fact, his remarks on the 
system of Quarantine fill but a small portion of its pages. 
Li the summer of the same year, he set forth on a longer 
journey than any ho had yet undertaken. Desiring to 
extend his inquiries on the subject of the plague, be 
purposed to travel through Eussia to the Asiatic pro- 
vinces of Turkey, and to return by the Barbary States. 
But he had proceeded no further than Cherson in Russian 
Tartary, when he fell ill of a malignant fever. He aooa 
felt that the hand of death was upon him, and named a 
neighbouring village for a burial-place. " Give me ao 
" monument," he said, " but lay me quietly in the earth ; 
"place a sun-dial over my grave, and let me be for- 
" gotten." He died on the 20th of January, 1790, and was 
interred in the spot he had selected. A stately monu- 
ment to Howard, from the chisel of Bacon, was the first 
ever erected in St. Paul's. But still more enduring will 
be the memory of the wise rules that ho has written, and 
of the good deeds that he has wrought.* 



The genera] view of our life and manners, which I 
have hero attempted to unfold, may perhaps strike some 
readers as too harshly drawn. It may seem to them to 
gainsay the statement of our prosperity and well being at 
that very period with which my first chapter commenced. 
Tet, in trutli, the two descriptions are not only recon- 
cileable, but IJiey closely adhere together. For although 
the condition of England in the last century may seem 
dark and faulty when contrasted with the condition of 
England now, it looks bright whenever held up against 

* Tbera are three biographies of Howard ; by Dr. James Brown, 
1823; by HepworthDison, Esq,, 1849 ; and bythe Rev. J. Keld, 
18S0 ; besides an excellent sketch ia the Essaj/a/rom the Times, 
185!. Among tJie majiy writers who have followed Howard, none 
daserres more respectfnl mention than the Eer. John Clay, Chaplain 
of the Preston House of Correction. His Annual Reports to the 
Lancashire Magistrates, — aboveall, those of 1849, 1B50, and 1851, — 
abound with cDiioos facts and importaot deductions. 
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the otter European atatos of the eame day. And herein, 
from age to age, lies, as I conceive, the source of our 
greatest pride. It is now four Iwmdred years since a, 
moat discerning and impartial observer, Philip de Co- 
mines, declared that in his judgment the English were 
superior in their rule and goverameat, in their respect for 
persons and property, to any other nation that he knew.* 
It is tme that the other nations of the eighteenth cen- 
tury might justly look down upon the English of the 
fifteenth. But meanwhile the English also had adTanced, 
so that theii- relaliTe superiority was stiU maintained. 

But let us view the case more closely. Let ns com- 
pare, in a little more detail, the English as they were in 
the middle of the last century with other contemporary 
nations. If we look to the east — as to Poland and 
Russia — can any man doubt what must hare been the 
condition of the peasantry bound by law to the soil, and 
bought or gold along with it? Can any man doubt that 
under such a system they were scarcely raised above their 
own cattle, either in attainments, or in the estimation of 
their rulers ? If we look to the west — as to Portugal or 
Spain — can it be denied that the barbarons practice of 
Torture still prevailed for the purpose of extortbg a con- 
fession? Can it be denied that the bloody tribunal of the 
Inquisition was stiU at work to crush all development of 
thought — all liberty of conscience ? If thence we cast 
our eyes to Prance, we discover the common people 
weighed down by most onerous taxes, such as the ga- 
BBLLE, and the higher ranks privileged against taxation 
by their lettres db noblesse. ITiere, as in Italy and 
Spain, we may observe among the upper and middle 
classes at that time a systematic violation of the marriage 
vow. We may find the degenerate heirs of historic 
names full of contempt for all professions but that of 
arms — devoting their whole lives to ease and pleasure 
in the capitals — and to their villagers known only by 
their exactions. But let us turn from these to the do- 
minions of by far the most enlightened King and most 
active reformer of his day. Jjet us pass to the subjects 
of Frederick "the Great," as his contemporaries called 

* Soe bia Mfimoires, liiTe v. cliap. 19, 
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him, and as on many points lie 'w&s well worthy to be 
called. Here then we find the strictest line of demarca- 
tion maintained between nobles and plebeians ; the 
Sovereign assuming to the latter, even when invested 
with high official rank, all the state of an Eastern Sultan, 
not giving them his hand to kiss, but only the hem of his 
garment. No plebeian, unless in very rare cases, could 
obtain promotion in the army. Ko plebeian, unless by 
special favour, could buy a nobleman's estate. Coffee, 
tobacco, and salt were retained as Government monopo- 
lies. Manufacturing industry was restricted within 
town-walls. So lately as 1774, aa Edict was issued, 
making the export of wool a capital offence. Invalided 
soldiers, who could not spell but only swear, were ap- 
pointed the schoolmasters. Jews were subject to an ig- 
nominious poil-tax, in common with tho beasts of burthen.* 
If, then, we find abuses such as these with so high- 
spirited a people as the Prussian, and with so renowned 
a prince as Frederick the Second, how much worse may 
we not suspect of other European nations, and other Eu- 
ropean monarchs of that time? If — as we may here 
prosTime to apply the solemn words — if they do these 
thiDgs in a green tree, what shaU be done in the dry ? 

The main fact is — and it serves to explain in a great 
measure every other fact connected with this question 
— that in the middle of the last century, all the States on 
tho Continent of Europe, except only Holland and some 
few Cantons of Switaerland, were subject to the unlimited 
control of Monarchical or Aristocratical power. While 
despotism in one or other of these forms was weighing on 
them, the Commons of England retained, as in the pre- 
vious age, a certain, and that considerable, share in the 
direction of their own affairs. This was the vivifying 
flam.e of freedom which never quenched and but seldom 
obscured among us, nor yet^ as in some foreign states, 
spreading to a conflagration, has made us what we are, 
and were from age ix) age. In closing, then, these seven 



" For a fiiller aceount of ihe Prnssian system of govermnent at 
that time, I ventore to refer tJie reader to an Esaaj (mainly compiled 
from Dr. Preusa'a vdixmes) in the Quarterly Keview, No. cxliii, 
December, 1847. 
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Decades of the History of England, I firmly adliere to the 
assertion, which I stated in their firstpage, eighteen years 
ago. I still say, that, on the -whole, and aa compared 
■with the contemporary annala of other countries, it was a 
period combining happiness and glory — a period of kind 
rulers, and a prosperous people. They were prosperous 
because they had freedom, and because that freedom was 
restrained within ancient and appointed bulwarks; and 
they will cease ■ to be prosperous, when either of these 
conditions shall cease to be fuliilled. 
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BABI. OF SHELBURHE TO LOKD MAHON. 
[Stanhope Papers,] 
High Wycombe, April 7. 1780. 

Mr DEAR toED, 

I AM very sorry that the Buckinghamshire Committee 
has been appointed to meet in London, aa they cannot be 
assisted by the country members without manifest incon- 
venience. I cannot, with any propriety, ask the gentle- 
men in this part to go out of the county. 

Aa to the businesa which it meets upon, I can only 
repeat to your Lordship, that I cannot discover in the 
plan of the Yorkshire Association a single esceptionablo 
piineiple. General union is acknowledged to be eaaential 
to onr success. To this end, there muat be a reasonable 
lead somewhere. Where can it renmn so safely or so 
honourably as with the Meeting of the County of Tork, 
which took its rise from a sense of oppression, who have 
uniformly proceeded hitherto with a view to measures 
and not to men, and regarding whom there does not exist 
the smallest well founded suspicion of the interference of 
party ? Nest as to the points which are made subjects of 
association. It is acknowledged, that the approaching 
Election has a very great influence on the divisions now 
taking place in the House of Commons in favour of 
Eeform and redress of grievances. The county membora 
have very generally voted on the public side, except a 
few who are likely to lose their seata by not doing so. — 
What, then, is so natural or ao reasonable, as to follow 
where tliese principles lead, and desire that Parliaments 
shall be shortened, and an effectual addition or substitu- 
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My principle does not go to influence the political 
opinion of any man. But I think it a dnty to declare 
my own, and your Lordship will do me a great deal of 
hoaour by communicating these aa my sentiments to the 
Committee either in divi dually or collectively, if those of 
absent persons shall be alluded to. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest attachment, 
&c., &c., 

Shelbtibne. 



SIB HENRY CLIMTON TO LORD GEORGE GEIfflAINE. 

(Secret.) 

New York, August 25. 1780. 
{lieceived Sept. 25.) 
Mt Loeo, 

I HAVE thought this letter of so much importance that 
I have induced Brigadier General Dalrymple, notwith- 
Btanding his high and responsible station in this army, to 
be the bearer of it. His intimate knowledge of ray 
opinions concerning public affairs in America, and of the 
circumstances on which they are founded, will enable 
him, I trust, to satisfy your Lordship in any points on 
which you may wish a further discussion. 

I had the honour to inform you in my last public 
despatch, that I had placed the troops in front of Kings- 
bridge defences. 

On the ISth July, by a courier from the east end of 
Long Island, the first intelligence was received of the 
arrival of the IVench fleet ofi^ Rhode Island on the lOth, 
which I transmitted immediately to Admiral Arbuthnoti 

In the hope that I might be able to undertake some- 
thing offensive against tlie enemy newly disembarked, I 
had, in expectation of their coming, requested that trans- 
port* for 6000 men might be kept in readiness for the 
immediate embarkation of troops. Notwithstanding the 
tardy notice I had of the enemy's arrival, 1 yet determined, 
as spcodily as possible, to put a body of troops afloat in 
the Sound, at hand either for operation eastward, if 
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practicable, or to be brougtt rapidly back and act against 
the rebel army, should they, in my absence, form any 
enterprise on tiiese posts. 

Many causes conspired to retard the anchoring of the 
transports off Frog's Neck, from which place my em- 
barkation was effected, but not until the 27tb. 

From the 28th to the 31st of July, I kept the fleet of 
transports in Huntingdon Bay ; but the Admiral bavin" 
sent me adyice that the French bad since their landing^ 
then a fortnight, been employed in strengthening them- 
selves with new worlcs and batteries added to those we 
had quitted, and that they had drawn to their assistance 
the force of the neighbouring district, I found no encour- 
agement to my hope of effecting anything with the troops 
solely^ I am well persuaded that after my zealous offer 
for a joint attempt of fleet and army, the Admiral, had be 
conceived an attack practicable upon that footing, would 
have invited me to it Under these circumstances I re- 
turned with the army to Whitestone, where the troops 
are landed, and where the transports lie ready to receive 
them again if necessary. 

During this time General Washington, with an army 
increased to 12,000 men, moved from his position in the 
Jersey Mountains to King's Ferry, where he crossed the 
Hudson on the 2nd inst., and from whence he advanced 
towards Croton River. He probably supposed my ar- 
mament sailed for Rhode Island, and intended either to 
threaten New York, or to move to succour the French. 

On the , Washington repassed the river; his 

troops are now near Orange Town. 

At this new epoch in the war, when a foreign force 
has already landed, and an addition to it is expected, I 
owe to my country, and I must in justice to my own 
fame declare to your Lordship, that I become every day 
more sensible of the utter impossibility of prosecuting the 
war m tins country without reinforcements. Andlmust 
add, that with every succour I require — unless I have 
the good fortune to meet in the commander of the fleet a 
gentleman whose views with respect to the conduct of 
the war are similar to my own, and whose co-operation' 
With me, as Commander-in-Chief and Commissioner is 
cordial, uniform, and animated, —the powers with which 
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tte King may, in his most griwiious confidence, intrust 
me, any more than my own exei-tiona, cannot Lave their 
fair trial or their full efSeacy. 

The revolutions fondly looked for by means of friends 
to the British Govemment, I must represent as visionary. 
These, I well fiow, are nnmerous, but they are fettered. 
An inroad is no countenance, and to possess territory 
demands garrisons. The accession of friends, without 
we occupy the countiy they inhabit, is but the addition 
of unhappy exiles to the list of pensioned refijgees. 

If it has required 6000 men to hold Carolina, where 
nature has traced out a defensible boundary against 
outward foes, and given little resource for domestic in- 
surrection, surely, my Lord, I cannot hope with the 
field army my WTiitestone Embarkation Return exhibits 
(six thousand men), first to subdue, and then to cover 
and protect, the neighbouring populous tracts, circum- 
scribed by no natural impediments, and full of enemies 
and resources. Nor will reason warrant the assertion, 
that from the fKenda to Government, who pine in oppres- 
sion within the limits of the usurpation, we are to expect 
those aids that are to disperse Mr, Washington's army, 
or maintain the country against him. 

With the addition of 6000 men, and security against 
a superior fleet and a foreign army, I trust the penin- 
sula between Chesapeak and Delaware might be reduced 
to obedience. That district is locally friendly to the 
masters of the sea. But dependent as its geography has 
rendered it^ a less force than 4000 could not after con- 
quest screen it from insult. 

Arrived at that stage of success, a glance upon the 
Eetums of the army divided into garrisons and reduced 
by casualties on the one part, with the consideration of 
the task yet before us on the other, would, I fear, renew 
the too just reflection, that we are by some thousands too 
■weak to subdue this formidable rebellion. 

I am sensible, my Lord, that men reason with partiality 
towards themselves ; but there is in my breast so full a 
conviction of the rectitude of my intentions, and of the 
candour and fairness of my proceedings with the Admiral, 
that, with the strictest scrutiny into my conduct, I can 
trace the difficulties and clogs the service suffers from 
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want of his cordial, uniform, and animated co-operation, 
to no cause in which. I can impute blame to myself. 

I have the honour to transmit by Greneral Dajrymple, 
a state of the troops under my command, of the 1st inst., 
and of boing, with the greatest respect, &c. &e., 

H, Cliwtok. 



CASE OF MAJOE ANDKE, 

[Extract from Sir Menrj Clinton's MS. Memoirs.] 

{September, 1780.) 
About eighteen months before tho present pei-iod, 
Mr. Arnold, a Major-Greneral in the American service, 
had found means to intimate to me that haying cause 
to be dissatisfied with many late proceedings of the 
American Congress, particularly their alliance with 
France, he was desirous of quitting them and joining 
the cause of Great Britain, could he be certain of 
personal security and indemnification for whatever loss 
of property he might thereby sustain. An overture of 
that sort, coming from an officer of Mr. Arnold's ability 
and fame, could not but attract my attention ; and as I 
thought it possible that, like another General Monk, he 
might hare repented of the part he had taken, and wish 
to make atonement for the injuries he had done his 
country by rendering her some signal and adequate 
benefit, I was of course liberal in making him such offers 
and promises as I judged most likely to encourage him 
in his present temper. A correspondence was opened 
between us under feigned names, in the course of which, 
he, from time to time, transmitted to me most material 
intelligence ; and with a view, as I supposed, of render- 
ing us still more essential service he obtained in July, 
1780, the command of all the enemy's forts in the High- 
lands, then garrisoned by about 4000 men. 

In the mean time, wishing to reduce to an absolute 
certainty whether the person I had so long corresponded 
with was actually Major-General Arnold commanding at 
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West Point, I agreed to a proposal made me, to permit 
some officer in mj confidence to liave a personal confer- 
ence with him, whea every thing might be more expli- 
citly settled thaa it was possible to do by letter ; and as 
he required that my Adjutant-General, Major Andr^, 
who had chiefly conducted the correspondence with him 
under the signature of John Anderson, should meet him 
for this purpose on neutral ground, I was induced to 
consent to his doing so from my very great confidence in 
that officer's prudence and address. Some attempts to- 
wards a meeting had been accordingly made before Sir 
George Rodney's arrival ; but though the plans had been 
well laid, tliey were constantly frustrated by some unto- 
ward accident or other, one of which had very nearly 
cost Mr. Arnold his life. These disappointments made 
him of course cautious ; and aa I now became anxious to 
forward the execution of 'tnj project, while I could have 
that naval chiefs assistance, and under so good a mask 
as the expedition for the Chesapeak, which enabled me 
to make every requisito preparation without being sua- 
pectod, I consented to another proposal from General 
Arnold for Major Andre to go to him by water from 
Dobbs's Ferry, in a boat which he would himself send for 
him under a flag of truce ; for I could have no reason to 
suspect that any bad consequence could possibly result to 
Major Andr4 from such a mode, as I had given it in 
charge to him not to change Ais dress on any account, or 
possess himself of writings by which the nature of his 
embassy might be traced ; and I understood that after 
his business was finished he was to be sent back in the 

But unhappily none of these precautions were observed. 
On the conh-ary, General Arnold for reasons which he 
judged important, or perhaps (which is the most pro- 
bable) losing at the moment his nsual presence of mind, 
thought proper to drop the design of sending Major 
Andr^ back by water, and prevailed upon him (or rather 
compelled him, as would appear by that unfortunate 
officer's letter to me*), to part with his uniforai, and under 

* Estract of a 
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a borrowed disguise to take a circuitous route to New 
York, through the posts of the enemy under the sanction 
of hia passport The consequence was, as might be ex- 
pected, that he was stopped at Tarrytown and searched ; 
and certain papers being found about bim concealed, 
he was, notwithstanding his passport, carried prisoner 
before Mr. Washington, to whom he candidly acknow- 
ledged Lis name and quality. Measures were of course 
immediately taken upon tliis to seize General Arnold ; but 
that officer, being fortunate enough to receive timely no- 
tice of Major Andre's fate, effected his escape to a King's 
sloop lying off Teller's point, and came the next day to 
New York. 

I was exceedingly shocked, as may be supposed, hy 
this very unexpeeted accident, which not only totally 
ruined a most important project, which Lad all the ap- 
pearance of being in a happy train of success, but in- 
volved in danger and distress a eoufidential friend for 
whom I had very deservedly the warmest esteem. !Not 
immediately knowing, however, the full extent of the mis- 
fortune, I did not then imagine the enemy could have any 
motive for pushing matters to extremity, as the bare 
detention of so valuable an officer's person might have 
given him a great power and advantage over me. And 
I was accordingly in hope, that an official demand from 
me for his immediate release, as having been under the 
sanction of a flag of truce when he landed within hip 
posts, might shorten his captivity or at least atop his 
proceeding with rigom- against him. But the cruel and 
unfortunate catastrophe convinced me that I was much 
mistaken in my opinion of both his policy and humanity. 
For, delivering himself up, as it should seem, to the ran- 
cour excited by the near accomplishment of apian which 
might have effectually restored the King's autiority, and 

"missioii to send you Ihie letter ; the object of which is to I'emove 
"fi'om yoar breast nny Euspieion that I cotild imagine I was bound, 
"by yonrExceUency's orders to expose myself to wbat hasbappened. 
"The events of coming wittiin the enemy's posts and of changing 
" my dresE, which led me to ray present situation, were contrary to 
" my own intentions as thoy were to yoni' orders j and the circiiiloas 
" route which I toot to return was imposed, periiaps unavoidably, 
" wilhtat idtatiaUve upmi me." 
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Iiumbled him from hia present exalted situation, Iiq 
burned ■with, a desire of wreaking his vengeance on the 
principal actors in it ; and consequently, regardless of the 
acknowledged wortli and abilities of the amiable young 
man who had fallen into his hands, and in opposition to 
eyery principle of policy and call of Lmnanity, he with- 
out remorse put him to a most ignominious death, and 
this at a moment when one of his Gtenerals ■was by 
his appointment in actual conference ivith commissionera 
whom. I had sent to treat 'with him for Major Andre's 
release. 

The manner in which Major Andre was drawn to the 
enemy's shore, manifestly at the instance and under the 
sanction of the General Officer who had the command of 
the district ; and his being avowedly compeDed by that 
officer to change his dress and name, and return under 
his passport by land, were circumstances which, as they 
certainly very much lessen the imputed criminality of 
his offence, ought to have at least softened the severity 
of the Council of War's opinion respecting it, not- 
■withstanding his imprudence in having po^esaed him- 
self of the papers which they found on him, which, though 
they led to a discovery of the nature of the business 
that drew him to a conference with General Arnold, 
■were not wanted (as they must have known) for my in- 
formation. For they were not ignorant that I had my- 
self been over eveiy part of the ground on ■which the 
forts stood, and had of course made myself perfectly ac- 
quainted with everything necessary for facilitating an 
attack upon them. Mr. Washington ought also to have 
remembered that I had never in any one instance 
punished the disaffected colonists within my po'wer with 
death, but, on the contrary, had in several shown the 
most humane attention to his intercession even in favour 
of avowed spies. His acting, therefore, in so cruel a 
manner in opposition to my earnest solicitations, could 
not but excite in me the greatest surprise, especially as 
no advantage whatever could be possibly expected to his 
cause from putting the object of them to death. Nor 
could he be insensible, hail he the smallest spark of 
honour in his own hi-east, that the example, though ever 
so terrible and ignominious, would never deter a British 
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officer from ti-eading ia the same steps, whenever tlia 
service of hia cosintry should require his exposmg him- 
self to the like danger in sueli ft war. But the subject 
affects me too deeply to proceed, nor can my heart cease 
to bleed, whenever I reflect on the very unworthy fate of 
this most amiable and valuable young man, who was 
adorned with the rarest endowments of education and 
nature, and had he lived could not but have attained the 
highest honours of his profession."* 



EDWARD GIBBON, ESQ., TO EDWAED EUOT, ESQ. 
[Eliot Papers.] 

Bendnch Street, September 3. 1780, 
My dear SiE, 

I HAVE not attempted to shake your decided resolution ; 
nor shall I presume to arraign the consistency of the 
electors of Liskeard whom you so gravely introduce. 
Tour are undoubtedly free as fur, to confer or with- 
draw your Parliamentary favours : and I should despise 
my own ingratitude, were I capable of forgetting my 
past obligations to you, because you are not disposed to 
render them more perfect, or more permanent. 

I am still ignorant what will be the consequences of 
your refusal ; but I declare, upon my honour, that at the 
date of my last letter they appeared to me exactly in the 

• Mr. Sparks, in his Life of Arnold (p. 288., ed. 1835), wliila 
Tindicating the part taken by Mb connbrymen in the case of Major 
Andr^, urges as one miun ai^nment that Sir Henry Clinton, in the 
iiarrafive which he sent tfl the British GoTerament, " stated all the 
" facts minntcly, but without nttoring any censure against Washing- 
"ton or the Board of Oliiicora, and witboat intimating an opinion 
" tliat the sentence was unjust." " Tliese are proofe," cootiQues Mr. 
Sparks, " and more might be adduced, that the opinions of Sir 
" Henry Clinton on this subject were essentially the same as tliose of 
'' General Washington." But from the preceding passage of hia 
Memoirs, which Mr. Sparks had no opportunity of seeing, it will 
plainly appear that the reserve of CUnton upon this subject in his 
public correspondence proceeded in no degree from any acquiescence 
in the justice or propriety of Washmgton's coiuse. 



Hcssdb, Google 



light in which I represented them: that I had aever 
formed any hopes, much less any claims of Ministerial 
support, and that I never opened my lips on the subject 
to the Noble friend whose character seems to extort the 
praise of his political enemies. Since your absolute re- 
fusal, I have been encouraged to hazard an application, 
which has beea kindly entertained. If it proves unsuc- 
cessful, the principal difficulty will arise from the lateness 
of my request. I am asked why Mr. Eliot, who re- 
elected a placeman last year, has maintained to the last 
moment an ambiguous silence, without condescending to 
inform me that I must not depend on his friendship at 
the General Election. I confess that I am at loss for an 
answer, 

I am equally at a loss how to answer that part of 
your letter which represents in polite language my Parlia- 
mentary conduct as the cause of your displeasure. Tou 
will not expect that I should justify the grounds of every 
silent vote which I have given, or that I should write a 
political pamphlet on the eventful history of the last six 
years. But I may fairly rest my apology on the troth of 
a single assertion, that I have never renounced any prin- 
ciple, deserted any connection, or violated any promise. 
I have uniformly asserted, both in public and private, 
the justice of the .Ajnerican war : I have gonstantly sup- 
ported in Parliament the general measures of Gflvem- 
inenl, except at one particular crisis, while it was doubt- 
ful, after Burgoyne's defeat, whether they would offer 
terms to tlie rebels. I agreed with you in a speculative 
opinion, ahnost equally rejected by both parties, that 
after the substance of power was lost, the name of inde- 
pendence might be granted to the Americans. 

I have often and severely censured the faults of ad- 
ministration, but I have always condemned the system, of 
opposition ; and your judgment wiU allow that in public 
life every man is reduced to the necessity of choosing the 
side which upon the whole appears to him the least repre- 
hensible. The mere acceptance of a seat at the Board 
of Trade does not surely convey any reproach or dis- 
grace ! since you yourself, my dear Sir, have held the 
same disqualifying place under several successive ad- 
ministrations, without any of these domestic reasons, 
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wliicli, if an excuse ■were necessary, might be alleged in 
my favour. You revive an oH conversation between us, 
concerning Mr. Peachy's election, which passed, if I am 
not mistaken, in the garret of the House of Commons. 
At that time, I had never given a single vote against 
the actual measures of Goverrunent ; and the indiscreet 
opinion which you urged me to declare, must apply to 
your sentiments, not to my own, I thought, and I still 
think, that were I master of a Borough, I would not, 
from motives of interest, elect a stranger whose political 
principles were repugnant to my own. 

Thus far, for my own honour, I have been forced into 
this unpleasant, ttiough I hope not intemperate expla- 
nation ; but I perfectiy concur with your wish to avoid 
all future complaints or apologies. 

I most willingly embrace the offers of your private 
friendship, and I shall always cultivate a cordial inter- 
course with a person who is entitled to my esteem and 
gratitude. 

I beg you will present my kindest wishes and compli- 
ments to Mrs. Eliot, and the rest of your family. I sup- 
pose Mr, Edward will succeed me at Liskeard. 

I am, my dear Sir, your most obedient and affectionate 
humble servant, 

E. Gibbon.* 



SECRET LETTER ESOM M. NECIOJR TO LORD NORTH. 



Paris, ce 1 Dicemhre, 1780, 
POTJB TOUS SETTt, MT LORD. 

Unb personne actutilement absente de Paris, et que M, 
Walpole aura peut-Stre nomm^e, my Lord I'ayant enga- 

* In his Memoirs (p. 238.) Gibbon thus epeaks of this 
— "In the prematnre dissolution which foUoived, I lost my sea 
"Eliot was non" deeply ongaged in tho measures of Oppositio 
" the electors of Liskeard are commonly of the same opinion 
'■Bliot^" 
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g^e daws une d^marclie qu'oii n'a point avou^e, M. Wal- 
pole s'est trouTe dans le oas de a'oavrir a moi, et ayant eu 
eonnaiasanee h. cette occasion de quelques fragmens d'uae 
lettre qu'il a refu de yons, j'ai 4t4 si frapp4 de la manifere 
noble et franehe avec laquelle yons maiiifeatez d'une 
manifere g^niSrale votre amour pom la pais qne cette lec- 
ture a anime en moi une ict^e qui yous montrera tout au 
moins, my Lord, I'estime parfaite que j'ai de votre carae- 
tfere, et ne pourra pas j'espere vous donner une mauvaise 
opinion du mien. Vous d^sirez lapaix, je lad^aire aussi, 
Eapproches ainsi par na sentiment si jusfe et par la droi- 
ture de nos intentions, pourquoi ne tenterions nous pas 
ce qu'essayeront un jour les Ministres de la Politique ? 
Nous ne leur rayirions pas leshonneurs d'un Trsute, mais 
noua pourrions preparer les premiei-es voiea oh connaitre 
du moina si le temps est encore venu. J'ai toujours cru 
que la moderation, le fcon sens, et la loyaute etaient le 
fondement des n^gociations, et les afcregeaient inflniment. 
Vous avez, je sais, my Lord, la conflance du Roi d'Angie- 
terre ; et comment ne I'auriez-vous pas d'apres les ser- 
vices longa et soutenus que yous lui avez rendu pendant 
tout le cours de votre honorable et brillaiite administra- 
tion? Je ne puis pas me glorifler d'avoir les memes 
droits h ceDe du Koi, mais je crois pouvoir vous assurer 
que des ouyertures raisonnables rgussiraient tout aussi 
bien dans mes mains que dans celles de tout autre. Mais 
S. M. doit tenir ainsi que le Eoi d'Angleterre Jt une pais 
honorable, et c'eat ]k ou commencent, je le sens bien, des 
difficultes, Vous avez sfirement plus de lumiferes et de 
facility que moi pour indiquer les moyena qui peuvent 
concilier les pretensions des Parties Eellig^rantes ; mais 
Bachant que tant que c'est M. Neeker qui parte i Lord 
North mes paroles ne seront pas compiles, et que je les 
confie d'ailleurs a un homme fidfele, je dirai franchement 
du premier abord qu'en rM^chissant a part moi sur cette 
matifere, je croirais qu'une treve plus ou moins longue, 
pendant laquelle les Parties Bellig^rantes en Am^rique y 
conserveraient d'une manifere independante ce qu'elles 
possedent, serait un premier aper^u raisonnabla Les 
^changes ^ faire entre la France et I'Augleterre me pa- 
raissent faciles, ainsi que I'oubli de ce commissaire inutile 
et ii-ritant de Dunkerque. Quant El I'Espagne, k qui le Koi 
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doit fidelity et attachement, je n'oserais m'aventurer k 
parler de ses convenauces et de sea pretensions, mais il est 
possible et presqna probable qu'elles tous sont connues. 

Si mon idfe contravie dans I'easentiel I'opinion que vous 
avez des sentimens du Roi d'AugleteiTo, votro r^ponse 
fiaira notre correspondance. 

Je dois V0U8 observer, My Lord, que dans aucun cas il 
ne pourra oonvenir aux interSts du Koi d'ouyrir une 
n%ociation publique avant que les bases fusseat assurfies 
eecretement. La raison en est simple. Une n^gociation 
publique seryirait piiissamment voire credit et ferait peu 
pour noas ; parceque le credit n'est qu'uae portion de nos 
ressources, et qu'il est plus fond^ sur une bonne adminis- 
tration int^rieure que aur les circonstances politiques.* 



MR GUiVTTAN TO LORD MAHON. 
[StiLiiIiope I'aiiers.] 

Dti/ilin, April 18. 1782. 
My Lord, 
I HAD the honour of receiving your Lordship's letter, 
which I should have answered instantly, but was pre- 
vented by illness. I entirely enter into the spirit of your 
Lordship's objection to a partial repeal of the 6th Greo. I. 
Undoubtedly it would have been inadequate either to the 
purpose of jurisdiction or of legislation. The part of the 
law proposed to be left unrepealed, amounts to the exer- 
cise of a legislative power, and therefore, in order to re- 
linquish legislative supremacy, the appellant judicature 
should be relinquished also. 

I took the liberty of stating in the House of Conunona 
yesterday your just and liberal sentiments with i-espect 
to Ireland, and stated your just distinction and motive, 
which was universally well received and admitted, 

* " This letter was sent raider cover to Lady North by tlie hand of 
"a French trader, who waa ignoi-ant from whom k cnme i nor had 
" Mr. Walpcde been to!d of it. A pamphlet wna throvvii in with it to 
" givB it the appoavance of a packet." (Hote to thB fi^ letter.) 
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We liave ananimously passed an Address to His Ma- 
jesty, Betting forth the causes of our discontents and jea- 
lousies. The Address is the answer to the Message : it is 
conceived in terms respectful to (the) King, soothing to 
the spirit of England without deserting the rights or 
chai-acter of Ii-eland. I am sure yonr liordship will 
think that there is no one head of that Address which 
Ireland ought to depart from, and which Great Britain 
ought not ia justice and wisdom, and may not with mag- 
nanimity, surrender. After the legislative claim is sur- 
rendered, the remainder, very material to the rights and 
feelings of the Irish, is nothing to England. The defer- 
mining our prospects in her House of Lords or Court of 
King's Bench is very dilatory, expensive, and shameful to 
us, but of no use to you, if you renounce the supremacy 
of legislature. Your Lordship's country was only inte- 
rested in reserving the appellant judicature so long as 
she reserved a claim which the Courts here could not ac- 
knowledge: relinquishing the claim to take away our 
rights, there is political reason for determining our "laws. 
As to the after questions ; the power exercised, but most 
undoubtedly not in its extent warranted by law, by the 
Privy Councils of both kingdoms, I am convinced your 
Lordship will see that it is not valuable to the British 
nation, nor is she in the smallest degree concerned in pre- 
serving it Tou will also perceive that it (is) a total 
departure from the British Constitution, and a badge of 
slaveiy. 

The Mutiny Bill in its perpetual state is an injury to 
both kingdoms : in short, if our enumerated causes of 
discontents and jealousies are duly considered, I do insist 
upon it that the claim of legislation is the only one in 
which the power of England has the appearance of being 
concerned, and that this claim of legislation to England 
is but the name of power. So you lose nothing which ia 
real by a final settlement, and you will gain the confidence 
of Ireland, which is worth all the Declaratory Acts which 
power can make to affront men into a sense of their 
liberty. Your Lordship will find this kingdom has de- 
fined her grievances, and is not progressive in her dis- 
contents. Ever since I remember Parliament, the 6th of 
Geo. L, and the powers assumed by tlie Council, have 
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been complaiaed of. Your LordsLip will he pleased, 
moreover, to consider that it was impossible to contem- 
plate the British. Constitution, and not to loathe the de- 
fects of our own. T£ we have the spirit of liberty, you 
ought to blame yourselves and the contagion of those 
great qualities which have distinguished Great Britain. 
I make no doubt if your country had not been the admi- 
ration of Europe, we had never perplexed His Majesty's 
Council with a single virtue, and therefore Great Britain 
must excuse our sentiments as only giving her back the 
image of herself. My Lord, I shall conclude my letter, 
which I fear has tired yonr Ijordship, with this observa- 
tion, that if it had come to a question between the liberty 
and the King of England, those who admitted her supre- 
macy would have fought for the latter, and those who de- 
nied it would have died for the former. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, &c. &c., 

H. GitATTAN. 



[Esti-act ffom Sir Henry Clinton's MS. Momoii's.] 

Mai/, 1782. 
WiiEN my friends in England saw what effects Lord 
Cornwallis's letter was likely to have on the minds of the 
public, and how all concerned were striving to avail 
themselves of it in my absence to avoid the odium of 
the late misfortune in the Chesapeak, and fix it on me, 
they very earnestly petitioned His Majesty (unknown, 
however, to myself, and at that time contrary to my 
wishes) to permit me to return home. Sir Guy Carleton 
being in consequence sent out to New York to relievo 
me, I had the happiness of resigning to hira, on the 8th 
of May, the chief command of His Majesty's forces in 
North America ; a command which I had neither soli- 
cited nor coveted, but accepted merely as an act of duty 
with reluctance, and which I was aftenvarda compelled 
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to retain for four years, although I had each year prayed 
to be released from it, from a thorough conviction of 
the impossibility of my doiDg anything very essential 
towards extinguishing the rebellion without more troops 
than I had the direction of, and a co-operating naval 
force constantly superior to that of the enemy ; for 
immediately after I received the command from Sir 
William Howe, nearly half of my best troops were 
detached, by order, to the West Indies, and on other 
distant services, from whence they never returned to me 
afterwards. Eeinforcements of troops and ships had 
been indeed moat amply promised me, but neither came 
to answer any essential purpose, and my posts were, 
notwithstanding, insulted or menaced almost each year 
of my command, by powerful French fleets, three of 
which were greatly superior to the King's co-operating 
with me ; and the few scanty supplies of troops with 
which my army was sometimes fed, always arrived so 
late in the season, that they were in general of very 
little eeryice ; and the first importation brought with 
them a gaol distemper, which soon sent half of my army 
into the hospitals. To this may be added, that in 
consequence of the distance we were from our sources of 
supply, and perhaps some little inattention to our wants, 
I was more tiian once, during my command, reduced to 
the verge of starving ; so that when I look back at the 
coastantly diminishing strength of my own army (which 
weakened, of course, in proportion to our conquests, and 
■was never properly adequate, even to the defence of the 
extensive and numerous posts it occupied) and the daily 
increasing numbers, confidence, and discipline of that 
belonging to the enemy, together with the great aids 
they were frequently receiving, both in sliips and troops, 
from Prance and Spain, I only wonder that we did not 
meet with a serious affront sooner. I am, however, 
happy in the reflection that I did my du^ in con- 
cealing nothing from Administration ; having repeatedly 
warned them of our critical situation, and given it une- 
quivocally as my opinion, that unless they could furnish 
an ai-my capable of crushing the rebellion at once, they 
had nothing but a ruinous protracted war to expect, and 
that it might be wiser in that case to withdraw the 
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troops altogether, and leave tte further prosecution of it 
to the navy. 

It would certainly have been a most fortunate circum- 
stance for me, and I might have perhaps managed better, 
had I never been promised these reinforcements, but 
been told at once that none could be sent to me. For, 
being ever zealous to put the troops in motion the 
instant I could muster a force suflcient to aet with, I 
was constantly making preparations and forming plans 
of operation, the execution of ■which depended on their 
arrival. But when disappointment obliged me, as was 
almost constantly the case, to lay my projects aside, or 
adopt others more suited to my abilities, or even to 
become inactive, I was immediately accused of indecision, 
not unfrequently, perhaps, by the officei« under me, who 
were ignorant of the true cause. 



DIVISIONS IN LORD KOCKINGHAM'S CABINET. 

[rrom tlio Dnko of Grafton's MS. Memoiiis.] 

June, 1782. 
I FiKD from a kind of short diary, taken down at the 
time, that Mr. Fox's advice previously to Lord Rocking- 
ham's death, prevailed less often than would be expected 
from talents so superior. Mr. Oswald had been the 
person first pitched on to see and communicate with Dr. 
Franklin on the subject of pacification. On this geutle- 
man's return, it was Mr. Fox's wish to have placed the 
whole negotiation with any of tlie, Powers at war into 
the hands of Mr. Greaville; but the Cabinet decided 
that as the Doctor desired the return of Mr. Oswald, to 
whom he had spoken with openness and freedom, it 
would he impolitic not to comply with a request of this 
nature. Besides, it was rot yet fully known in what 
light our offers to treat might be received by the French 
Ministry. The line of our proposals was: — Indepen- 
dence for America, and the restitution of matters to the 
state in which they stood on the Treaty of Paris, and 
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these were to be considered aa the basis of the negotia- 
tion. Mr. Thomas Grenville was soon after sent over to 
Paris, to treat according to Mr. Fox's plan, with all or 
any of the belligerent Powers. 

On Friday, the 28th (of June), Mr. Fox called on me 
in the evening ; when naturally, and with much frank- 
ness, he entered upon his awkward situation at Council, 
complaining of the decided opinions against everything 
proposed by him ; and added, that it would be impossible 
to go on in snch a way, and that he could not proceed to 
write to Mr. GrenviUe till he had laid the matter before 

another Cabinet, He said that he saw too 

plainly that the present (Ministry) could not last, and 
grounded his argument on his considering Lord Shel- 
bume to be as fully devoted to the views of the Court as 
ever liord North had been. 

At a Cabinet held on the 30th (of June), the day 
previous to that on which Lord Rockingham died, Mr. 
Fox pressed us earnestly to give separately our opinion 
on the same point he had urged oa Wednesday, relatively 
to the Independence of America being freely granted, 
even without a treaty for a peaee. The majority was 
for a treaty accompanying the surrender of the claim ; 
but that it was abo advisable that Independence should 
in the first instance be allowed, as the basis to treat on. 
Tliis decision not coming up to Mr. Fox's ideas, he 
declared with much regret, that his part was taken to 
quit his office, wliich the iUness alone of Lord Eocking- 
ham occasioned him for the present to hold. Such waS 
the state of the Cabinet when the country had to deplore 
the loss of this most amiable man and upright Minister. 



July 12. 
I HAD soon after a very friendly communication of all 
that had passed among Lord Kockingham.'3 principal 
friends, from Lord Kcppel, who kept nothing back from 
me as far as he was informed ; by the whole of which 
it appeared to me, that Mr. Fox was decided to give 
no facility to the new arrangement, though he was once 
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brought T)y the Ihtke of Eichmond and Lord Keppel to 
say to them, that if Lord John Cavendish would take the 
Seals, he would remaiB hia colleagua Lord John was 
for a moment in doubt, but on the first of his hesitating;, 
Fos. wwtod not an instant^ but decided his own resignar 
tion. Lord Keppel acknowledged that the share of power 
offered by Lord Shelburue was all that Mr. Fox could 
desire to assist his man^ement of the House of Com- 
mons, and was equal to anything that could in justice be 
required, or with propriety granted. The distress of 
Lord Keppel's mind was great, but the sense of what 
was due to the country, to the fleet in general, and to the 
officers he had himself sent on different commands, pre- 
Taiied over all other considerations. 



Juli/ 13. 
I HAD a long conversation with Mr. Fos, whose 
natural character was to be open, and particularly so to 
me. He laid great stress on what he felt on finding that 
he liad been so principal an instrument to make that very 
man (Lord Shelbume) Minister, wliom he most disliked. 
Ho also plainly told me that he never should have sided 
■with the Duke of Eichmond to prevail on Lord Rocking- 
ham to come in, if he had not thought that the Cabinet 
formation, as delivered in, would not have been accepted 
by the King. 



EAKL OF SlIELBURNE TO THE HVKE OP GBAS'TON. 

SheHume Home, August 10. 1782. 
My deak Duke, 
It was my intention to write to your Grace a long 
letter, but I have been prevented ; I will, however, do it, 
and shall have great pleasure in delivering my mind to 
your Grvace, in whose friendship and principles I have 
a most perfect confidence; but it is impossible to describe 
to you how provokingly my time is taken up with the 
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nonsense of Mr. Burke's BilL It was fcotti framed and 
carried through without the least rogard iofacis; and 
penned so that every line required the opinion of the 
Attorney General. The only extravagance I have, or 
shall be guilty of, is in favour of Lord Jersey. In the 
mean time, I want to know your Grace's opinion about 
Suffolk. It is of the utmost consequence to our negotia- 
tion, to show that there is some spirit remaining with the 
public, and if our negotiation fails, our existence mast 
depend upon its coming forth. I am not without hopes 
that tlie example might catch ; and if it goes on, could 
wish it upon the broadest ground possible. 

I am going to Wycombe for a day, and will not there- 
fore, as I am very late, trouble your Grace with more 
than to assure you that 

I am. Sec,, 

SHELEUmTE. 



KOTE BT THE DUKE OF GEAPTOIT. 

The Suffolk measure alluded to ia this letter, related to 
the landowners of that county subscribing to the build- 
ing of a line-of-batHe ship, a measure proposed by other 
counties also, and would have taken place had the war 
unfortunately continued. 



EAKL or SHELBUKNE TO SECRETAET TOWNSHEND. 
[Slate Paper Office.] 



Max I take the liberty of requesting you to forward 
the inclosed to Mr. Oswald, with the King's commaiids to 
interest himself in behalf of tJie Penn family, and to com- 
municate it to the Commissioners, if he thinks it will 
serve their cause. 



Hcssdb, Google 



1782. STATE PAPER OFFICE. xxiii 

I have no copy of it, nor do I believe that ttey Iiave ; 
so that you will be so good as to desire Mr, Oswald to 
return the original or a, copy. 

The King gave me, from the beginning of the negotla- 
tioa, his moat distinct orders to take every step possible 
in favour of tlie Fenn ftanily. 

Ever yours, 

Shelbukne. 



MB. PITZHEKBEBT TO LORD GEAHTIiAM. 



Paris, October 28. 1782. 
Having dwelt nmcL, as usual, upon the subject of Gib- 
raltar, he (the Comte d'Aranda) said that in case ouc 
Court would consent to treat for- the exchange of that 
fortress, there was no possession belonging to the Spanish 
monarchy, without literally dismembering it, that the 
King, his master, would not willingly cede to us ; and 
having repeated this after his manner, again and again, 
■without explaining what he meant by the limbs of Spain, 
he at length went so far of himself as to particularise, 
first the island of Cuba, and afterwards that of Porto 
Eico as coming under that description, adding (at least, 
so I understood him,) that these were the only possessions, 
exclusively of the South American Continent, that he 
excepted out of the foregoing genera! offer. 



HE. STEACHEV TO THE AMERICAN' COMMISSIONEKS. 

[State Paper Office,] 

Paris, November 3. 1782. 
Gbktlemen, 
KnOWIWG the expectation of the King's Ministers that 
a full indemnity shall be provided for the whole body of 
i, either by a restitution of their property, or by 
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Bome atipulated compeasation for their losses, and being 
confident, as I have repeatedly assured you, that your re- 
fnsal on this point will be the great obstacle to a con- 
clusion and ratification of that peace which is meant as a 
soHd, perfect, and permanent reconciliation and reunion 
between Great Britain and America, I am unwilling to 
leave Paris without once more submitting the matter to 
yoar consideration. It affects equally, in my opinion, 
the honour and the humanity of your country and of ours. 
How far you will be jnstifled in risking every favourite 
object of America, by contending against these principles, 
is for you to determine. Independence and a more than 
reasonable possession of territory seem to be within your 
reach. Will you suffer them to be outweighed by the 
gratification of resentment against individuals? I ven- 
ture to assert that such a conduct has no parallel in the 
history of civilised nations. 

I am under the necessity of setting out by two o'clock 
to-day. If the time is too short for your re-considera- 
tion and final determination of this important point, I 
shall hope that you will enable Mr. Oswald to despatch a 
messenger after me, who may be with me before morning 
at Chantilly, where I propose sleeping to-night, or who 
may overtake me before I arrive in London, with a satis- 
factory answer to this letter. 

I have the honour, &c. 

H. STRiCHET. 



ME STEACHEY TO SECRETAEY T0WHSHE3SD. 

Paris, Nov. 29. 1782. 

Ekven at Night. 
A vi;et few hours ago, we thought it impossible that 
any treaty could be made. "We have at last, however, 
brought matters so near to a conclusion, that we have 
agreed upon Articles, and are to meet to-morrow for the 
purpose of signing. Enclosed are such of the Articles as 
are altered, and an additional one which we mean as a se- 
curity in case it be true that Bermuda is taken. 
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ME. STRACHEY TO SECRETAEY TOWSSHEND. 

Paris, Nov. 29. 1782. 
Deak SlE, 

Tour private letter by Lawzun deserves my warmest 
acknowledgments, and I am now only anxious to find, at 
my retm-n, that you continue satisfied with my best en- 
deavours. We consider the Article of the Refugees, as 
now settled, much more advantageous than any of the 
modifications you sent. The Article of Esceptious would 
surely have been humiliating. The American ComiQis- 
sioners continued to assert that they had not the power 
of stipulation in that point, but that the recommendation 
of the Congress would have all the effect we proposed. 
We had determined this morning to send home before 
we would admit the Article of the Fishery ; but when 
some alterations were made, and we saw everything 
would otherwise be afloat^ we agreed. 

I need not tell you that Mr. Fitzherhert's abilities and 
conduct have been of infinite use. Indeed, you would 
have had no Treaty without him, I must defer entering 
into a detail of the whole business, till I have the plea- 
sure of seeing you, which I think will be before Thurs- 
day. 

I am, with the truesi esteem, &c., &c., &c., 

II. Stiiachey, 



ME. STEACHEY TO ME. NEEEAK 
[Extract,] 

Paris, Mv. 29. 1782. 



Dear Nepeah, 



Now, are we to be hanged or applauded for thus re- 
scuing you from the American war ? I hope to arrive 
by the meeting of Parliament, though that is not material, 
a,B you will have the Treaty itself, — I hope to-morrow. 
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I fun half dead with perpetual anxiety, aaid sliall not be 
it ease till I see how the great men receive ma If this 
3 not as good a peace as was expected, 1 am confident 
t is the best that could have been made. 

Adieu for a few days. 

H. Stkachey. 



DIVISIONS IN LORD SIIELBUENE'S CABINET. 

[From the Duka of Grafton's MS. Momoiis.] 

Nov. and Dec. 1782. 
Off my arriYal in town, Nov. 24th, I found that the 
Pai'liament was prorogued oa account of the negotia- 

I resume again my Journal, in which there had been a 
chasm from September to that time, but I have so strong 
a recollection of the events, that I equally depend upon 
my memory. On the day after my arrival in town, I 
received, by my good old servant, Schaller, a verbal mes- 
sage from Lord Shelbame, that he came to town almost 
on purpose to see me, and that he should be with me 
at four o'clock next day. I had not yet seen any of the 
Ministers when his Lordship called upon me according to 
his message. The measure of proroguing the meeting of 
Parliament, he told me, stood on the ground of a firm 
persuasion that the Court of France was in earnest, and 
intended to bring forward, through M. de Kayneval, who 
had returned to Paris, such answers, before the 5th of 
December, as might be considered an ultimatum, on 
which peace or a continuation of the war was to he de- 
cided. 

Lord Shelbume then expatiated on the httle hope that 
could be entertained from a continuance of the war; in 
which opinion I perfectly agreed with him, though I 
differed widely on the little consequence he gave to the 
cession of Gibraltar. On finding this difference in our 
sentiments, I said that I was sorry to hear this from him ; 
on whichLord Shelbume observedjthatlnever had wished 
that Uie cession of that place should stand in the way of 
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a peace, provided an equivalent was found, 9iieh as Porto 
Eico. I replied: "Understand me right. I shall always 
" part with Gibraltar with the greatest reluctance, though 
«I am still free to acknowledge that I think that a 
" proper peace ought not to haug on this one point in 
" case a fair equivalent offered." But I said that I did 
not know sufficiently the value and circumstances of the 
island to say that I considered Porto Eico to be such aa 
equivalent as would satisfy me. To this his Lordship 
replied that I might be assured that on the fuUest in- 
quiry I should find, as he had, that the value would ex- 
ceed my expectations. 

On the morning of the 2nd of December, M. de Eay- 
neval returned, and with him M. de Vergcnnes' son. 
Next day, Lord Shelbume sent to me to call upon 
iiim before the meeting of the Cabinet. He acquainted 
me in much hurry, with the heads of the Spanish 
answer and exchanges offered. He showed me also the 
draft for the King's Speech, then, excusing himsdi_ for 
leavino- me so abruptly to go to the Duke oi Kich- 
mond "l went down to the Cabinet, which sat discussing 
the several points from eleven tiU half-past seven. A 
minute was drawn, at last, of advice upon the Spanish 
Article, but with an intention that it should again come 

xZi Shelburne, as I observed, was particularly vexed 
at what I had held out on the Spanish business, and 
on the various equivalents proposed for the cession ot 
Gibraltar A message from him the next morning did 
not surprise me-, and as he desired to see me as soon 
as posable, I went to hhn as soon as_ I had break- 
fasted, with a firm resolution to mamtam my ground. 
He, in the first place, inquired of me where I had taken 
UP the notion that a barren, uninhabited island was 
equal to or more viduable than "West Monda, and after- 
wards, whether I still continued in the same opinion. 
Mv answer was, that I was clear, from the best intorma- 
tion on the subject, that the greatest advantages, both 
for trade and power, might be derived from frmidad ; 
and that I professed an indignation that Spain should 
succeed in having her great object, Gibraltar, conceded 
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to her, without giving up Trinidad, to bo in addition to 
any cession she had proposed to us. I added further, 
aad very deliberately, that, friend to pea^e as I anxiously 
■was, sooner than I would sign the treaty on Buch terms 
as seemed now to be intended, I could answer it to my 
conacienoe and to my country to advise the continuance of 
the war until better torms could he obtained. After much 
difference of opinion on what related to the negotiation, 
and many warm observations on the factions by which 
the country was distracted, he said to me : — " Duke of 
« Grafton, I will fairly tell you that as to Lord Keppel, I 
" should he happy to see him away from his Board. The 
" Duke of Richmond, also, must take the part he judges 
" proper : I shall see it with indifference. Bul^ though 
" it would be very unpleasant to me, and give me great 
" concern to differ from you, yet I must bear it, for I am 
" resolved to stand by the King." 



EXTKACTS OF lETTEKS FEOII EING GEOE&E THE 
THIED TO lOED KOETH*, 



MD TO BISHOP HUED OF WOECESTEE, 
1782—1783. 

February 22. 1780, 
LOKD North cannot bo surprised atmy having read 
with some astonishment that the majority was so small 
this morning, on a question which was to circumscribe 
the power of the Crown to hestow its benevolence to 
persons in narrow circumstances, f Had the Speaker 

* See (he preliminary notice to the former secies of these letters in 
the Appendix, Vol. V. 

t Sir George Savile's motion for an account of the pensions 
granted, on which I-oni Horth's amenclment was carried hy only two 
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he&n able to continue last Tuesday, there was every 
reason to expect a veiy great majority, I muat remind 
Lord North of a similar event which occurred when 
Mr. Grenyille was at the head of the Treasury — the 
question on General Warrants. When he wrote me 
word of the division, marks of being dispirited were 
obvious. I instantly answered that if he would but hide 
hie feelings and speak with firmness, the first occasion 
that offered he would find his numbers return. He 
followed my advice, and the event exceeded my most 
sanguine expectations. 



March 7. 1780. 
I CAN never suppose this country so lost to all ideas of 
self-importance as to be willing to grant American Inde- 
pendence. If that word be ever univeraaliy adopted, I 
shall despair of this country being preserved from a. 
state of inferiority. I hope never to see that day, for, 
however I am treated, I must love this country. 



May 19. 1780. 
You cannot bo surprised at my real sorrow in seeing 
you persist in the idea that your health will not jwrmit 
you to remain in your present situation. Had I the 
power of oratory or the pen of an Addison, I could say 
no more than what I can convey in the few following 
lines — namely, that I am conscious if you will resolve 
with spirit to continue in your present employment, thal^ 
with the assistance of a new Parliament, I shall be able 
to keep the present Constitution in its pristine lustre ; 
that there is no means of letting you retire from taking 
the lead that will not probably end in evil ; and that 
therefore, till I see things change to a more favourable 
situation, I shall not think myself at liberty to grant 
your request. You must be the judge whether you can 
honourably desert me when infallible ruin must ensue. 
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Tke propositioaa of Opposition are understood to be as 
follows : — 

I. The American War requiros no discussion, as they 
did not see how the troops couW now be called from 
thence, and the dependence of America need not at pre- 
sent he taken into considerafioii. 

TT, That some public measures must be admitted to 
make them to coalesce with reputation, such as Mr. 
Crewe's Bill, the Contractors' Bill, and part, if not the 
whole, of Mr. Burke's Bill. 

HI. Lord Eockingham did not want office, — to offer 
the Duke of Richmond — and Mr, Fox to be considered 
on this occasion. 

IV. The Dukes of Portland and Manchester — Mess". 
Townshend and Burke. 

V. No objection to any one remaining in office but 
Lord Sandwich. 

The evasive answer about America will by no means 
answer. Indeed, on all constitutional points the Opposi- 
tion have run so wild that it is absolutely necessary for 
those who come into office to give assurances that they do 
not mean to be hampered by the tenets they have held dar- 
ing their Opposition. The second proposition is therefore 
quite inadmissible. The Duke of Richmond and Mi-. Fox 
have more avowedly than any others of the Rockingham 
party dipped themselves ; for they have added shortenbg 
the duration of Parliaments, and the former, by a strange 
conceit of changing the whole mode and right of election, 
would materially alter the Constitution. This (being) 
added to his unremitted personal ill-conduct to me, it can- 
not be expected that I should express any wish of seeing 
him in my service. 

Persons must atone for their faults before I can 
attempt to forgive them. The Duke of Richmond has 
not put his foot into my apartments for seven years ; but 
not content with this sent me a message by Lord Wey- 
mouth, that though he never came near me, he, asaLieu- 
tenant-General, asked my leave to go to France. As to 
Mr. Fox, if any lucrative, not Ministerial, office can be 
pointed out for him, provided he will support the mea- 
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sures of Govomment, I shall have no objection to the 
proposition. He never had any priaciplB, and can there- 
fore act aa hia iEterest may guide him. 

The Duke of Portland I should with pleasure see in 
my service. Ireland, or any great Court office, would, I 
hope, suit him. The Duke of Manchester in a lucrative 
office I should not object to. Mess™. Townshend and 
Burke would be real aqquiaitions. 



r 26. 1780. 

8iK H. Clinton's deapateb* ia certainly of a very 
gloomy caat. But the giving up the game would be 
total ruin. A small state may certainly subsist, but a 
great one mouldering cannot get into an inferior situa- 
tion, but must be annihilated. We must strengthen the 
Weat Indian squadron, recruit Clinton's army, not for 
conquest, but to keep what he has. The French never 
could stand the cold of Gtenuany; that of America 
must he more fatal to them. America is distressed to 
the greatest degree. The finances of France as well aa 
Spain are in no good situation. This war, like the last, 
will prove one of credit. By giving up the game, we 
destroy ourselves to avoid destruction. We must put 
everything on the continent of America into the best 
state of defence, contract the war to that sole end, and on 
float do as much mischief to our enemies as we can. 



( On the Secret Letter from M. Necke}' to Lord North.) 
I>ece»iber 18. 1780. 
It shows France is under greater diffieultiea than we 
imagined, or she would not by such various channela 
seem to court peace. With France it is easily settled 
if she would desist from eneoui aging rebellion, or not 
add to her other insults by attempting to effect independ- 
ency ; which, whether under its apparent name or a truce, 
is the same in reality. 
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February Q. 1781, 
You may settle -witli Mr. Wrasall, Member for Hin- 
doa, in any just demands he may have. Undoubtedly he 
■waa sent over by the discontented nobility of Denmark, 
previous to the death of the lat« Queen vxj sister, with a 
plan for getting her hack to Copenhagen, ■whicli Tvae in- 
troduced to me with a letter from her. Her death and 
my delicate situation, Laving consented to her retiring 
into my German dominions, prevented me from entering 
eagerly into this proposal. 



(On a Peerage to Lord George Germaine.) 

December 26. 1781. 
No one can then say he is disgraced; and when the 
appointment of Sir Guy Carleton* accompanies his 
retreat, it will be ascribed to its true cause, and not to 
any change in my sentiments on the essential point; 
namely, the getting a peace at the expense of a separation 
from -AJaerica, which no difficulties cam get me to con- 



Maroh 17. 1782. 
SoEKir to find that the majority this morning did not 
exceed nine. It looks as if the House of Commons were 
going lengths that could not have been expected. I am 
resolved not to throw myself into the hands of Opposition 
at all events, and shall certainly, if things go as they 
seem tfl tend, know what my conscience as well as honour 
dictates as the only way left for me. 

* In the Epiii^ of 1782, as alrefidy stated. Sir Henry Clinton was 
Bncceeded by Sir Guj- Carleton as Commanaer-in-Chief of the force 
in North America. I-ord Geoi^e Gwmaine and Sir Gny CBrleton 
had long been personal enemica. See, in the Appendix to my Sixih 
Volume, the Bng's letter of March S. 1778. 
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March 27. 1782. 
At length tlie fatal day is come which the misfortunes 
of the times, and the sudden cliange of sentiments of the 
House of Commons have driven me to, of changing my 
Ministers, and a more general removal of other persona 
than, I believe, ever was known before. I have to tlie 
last fought for individuals, but the number I have saved, 
except my Bedchamber, is incredibly few. Ton would 
hai^y believe that even the Duke of Montagu was 
strongly run at, but I declared that I would sooner let 
confusion follow than part with the late Governor of my 
sons, and so unexceptionable a man; so that ho and 
Lord Aahburnham remain. The effusion of my sorrows 
has made me say more than I intended ; but I ever did, 
and ever shall, look on you as a friend, as well as a faith- 
ful servant. 



THE KING TO BISHOP HUED OF WORCESTER, CLERK 
OP THE CLOSET.' 

Windsor, Jtdy 2Z. 1782. 
Mt good Lokd, 

It is with infinite satisfaction I received on Sunday your 
letter ; by whicli I find that at last the German boots, 
wrote in Latiu, and collected by Professor Heyne, by my 
direetions, for you, have arrived at Hartlebury. I own 
the reputation of the University of Gottingen I have 
much at heart, from an idea tliat if ever mankind reflect, 
they must allow that those who encourage reUgion, vir- 
tue, and literature, deserve as much solid praise as those 
■who disturb the world, and commit all the horrors of 
war, to gain the reputation of being heroes. 

Indeed, my good Lord, we live in unprincipled days ; 
and no change can be expected but by an early attention 

» The ori^oals of these and some other letters from the King to 
Bishop Hui'd were sold by public auction in the j-eai' 1849, at the 
rooms of MeBsrs. Putticfe, in Piccadilly. Soreral of the niunber nere 
by Sir Kobei-t PeeL 
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to the education of the rising- generation. Wliere my 
opinion must be of weight — I mean in my Electoral 
dominions — it shall he the chief object of my care ; and 
should it be crowned with success, it may incline others 
to follow the example. 



THE KING TO BISHOP HtlRD. 

Windsor, August 20. 1782. 
Mt good LoeDj 

Thbke is no probability, and, indeed, aearce a possi- 
bility, that my youngest child* can survive this day. 
The knowing you are acquainted with the tender feelings 
of the Queen's heart, convinces me you will be uneasy 
till apprised that she is calling the only solid assistant 
under affliction — religion — to her assistance. 

She feels the peculiar goodness of Divine Providence, 
in never having before put her to so severe a trial, 
though she has so numerous a family. I do not deny 
(that) I also write to you, my good Lord, as a balm to 
my mind. As I have not you present to converse with, 
I think it the most pleasing occupation by this means to 
convey to you, that I place my confidence that the 
Almighty will never fill my cup of sorrow fuller than I 
can bear ; and when I reflect on the dear cause of our 
tribulation, I consider his change to be so greatly for his 
advantage, that I sometimes think it unkind to wish his 
recovery had been effected. And when I take this event 
in another point of view, ajid reflect how much more 
miserable it would have been to have seen him lead a life 
of pain, and perhaps end thus at a more mature age, I 
also confess that the goodness of the Almighty appears 
strongly in what certainly gives me great concern, but 
might have been still more severe. 

G. K. 
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TIIE IQNG TO BISHOP HUKD. 

Windsor, May 6. 1783. 
Mt good Lord, 

The humanity which is not among the least conspi- 
cuous of your excellent qualities, would, I am persuaded, 
■make you feel for the present distress in which the 
Queen and I are involved, had yow not the farther incite- 
ment of a sincere attachment to vs both. 

The little object we are deploring * was known to you, 
and consequendy his merits : therefore you will not be 
surprised that the blow is strong. We both call on the 
sole a^istant to those in distress — the dictates of 
rehgion. I have proposed to the Queen, and she approves 
of it, that I should desire you to come on Saturday, and 
bring Mr. Fisher with yon, tliat, on Sunday, in my chapel 
in tlie Castle, we may have the comfort of hearing yoa 
preach, and receiving from your hands the Holy Com- 
munion. I thint this a very proper time for renewing 
the baptismal vow : and, though greatly grieved, I feel 
true submission to the decrees of Providence, and great 
thankfulness for having enjoyed for four years that dear 
infant. 

Geosge E. 



POSTSCRIPT ON THE AMEKICAN WAR. 

Since the preceding sheets were in type, I have received, 
through the kindness of my friend, Colonel William 
Mure, M.P., a copy of the work privately printed by him, 
and presented to the Maitland Club. {" Selections from 
the Family Papers preserved at Caldwell," 3 vols. 4to., 
1854.) From these, by hia permission, Ihcre append two 
extraflts, illustrative of the American War. The flrst^ a 
secret letter from one of the French Gtenerals to one of 
the French Ministers, appears to have been intercepted 
by the British troops, and obtained by Captain Mure, of 

' Pi-iaoo Oetavius, bom 1779, died May 3. 1783. 
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Caldwell, when serving on the staff of Corawallis's army. 
In its general tone it may be considered a little too dis- 
paraging ; yet it is strong evidence of the avereioa with 
which, the American people still continned to regard their 
old enemies the EVeneh, and it is also of value, as it serves 
to prove how unfavourably, even after the events of 
Saratoga, the French officers were disposed to judge of 
the American cause. 

The second letter is from Captain Mure himself, when 
taken with the troops of Comwallis at Tork-town ; it 
vividly depicts the spirit of that gallant and deserving, 
though unfortunate, garrison. 

M. 
June, 1854. 



Du Camp de White-marsh, 
(Extrait) (verslajin de 1777.) 

C'etait une faute capitale au Gouveniement Britan- 
nique, de vouloir que le G6n4ral Boui^oyiie traversat plus 
de 200 lieues dans un pays affreux et presque desert, poor 
venir joindre les Gen^raux Howe et Cliafon. .... 
L'^vfenement a 6i6 encore plus heureux que je ne pen- 
sals. Mais si les Anglais, an lieu de taut de diversions, 
qui ont 6t4 faites aux depens de I'ohjet principal, eussent 
opiri centre le G^ngral Washington avec 18 ou 20 mille 
hommes, je ne sais pas trop ce que nous serions devenus; 
car, qnant a nous, en doublant notre armee nous ne 
doublons pas sa force, mais triplons notre embarras, 

Voili pour le plan de campagne. Si nous examinona 
enauite la conduite du G^n^ral Howe, nous voyons qu'il 
n'a pas m^e fait tout ce qu'U pouvait fatra Comme 
j'ai eu I'honneur de vous le mander aprfes la bataille de 
Brandy wine, s'il eflt profits de ses avantages il ne serait 
plus question de I'armee du G4n&^ Washington. Et 
depuis il a mis dans toutes ses operations une lenteur, une 
tinudit^ qui a toujours fait I'ohjet de mon ^tonnement. 
Mads il peut se ravlsei- ; on peut envoyer de Londres un 
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aotre G^n^ral, et alors nous ne nous en tirerons pas, 
peut-etre, si bien. ,Au reste, les ^vfenements qui dependent 
de I'habiletS dea G^n^raux ne peuvent se pi'^voir; ils ne 
doivent point entrer dans lea speculations que Ton fait 
pour I'avenir, N'ayons done ^ard qu'au nombre de 
troupes ; et je crois pouvoir ayancer que si les Anglaia 
peuTent avoir ici 30 mille hommes, ila doivent r&iuire 
le pays. TJne seconde cause qui pent lidter cette reduc- 
tion et m&ne I'op&rer presque seule, c'eat le manque de 
munitions de guerre, et de choses necessairea tl la vie. 
En munitions de guerre il lui fant k peu pr6s tout : en 
autrea objets il lui faut des toiles, des draps, du cordage, 
du sel, de I'eau-de-vie, du sncre, &c., &c., &c. Ces 
demiera articles aont plus importans qu'on nc le croiiait 
d'abord. 

Avant la guerre, les Amerioains, quoique ne eonnais- 
&ant pas le luxe, avaient aboudamment tout ce qui est 
n4ces3Mre ^ ime vie commode et agreable. Etre la plus 
part du terns oisiii passer la plus gi-ande partie de la 
joumee a fumer et k boire du ih& ou des liqueurs fortes, 
voil^ le grand goUt de oes gena-ci. C'est done bien 
malgre lui que le peuple ae trouve transfonne tout ^ coup 
en un peuple guerrier et T^dxdt k mener une vie dure et 
fnigale : aussi n'aime-t-il point du tout la guerre ; . . . 
II eat sans passion pour une cause qu'il ne soutient que 
parcequ'il suit le mouvement qu'on lui a communique. 
H y a cent fois plus d'enthousiasme pour cette revolution- 
ci dans t«l cafe de Paris que cc soit que dans loutea lea 
Coloniea Uniea. 

II faut done que la France, si elle veut achever cette 
revolution, foumisse sfc ce peupie tout ce qui est necea- 
aaire, pour qu il ne trouve pas la guerre trop dure. H lui 
en coutera sans doute quelquea millions ; mais elle en 
sera bien dedommagee par I'aneantissemeut de la puissance 
de I'Angleterre, qui, depouill^e de sea colonies, bientSt 
sans marine, sans commerce, ne jouera plus qu'un biea 
petit rfile, et laissera la France sans rivale. 

Le peuple ici, quoiqu'en guerre avec lea Anglaia, bait 
bien plus lea Fran^ais. Nous I'eprouvons chaque jour; 
et malgre tout ce que la France a fait et pourrait faire 
pour lui, il prefererait de se reconcilier avec lea Anglais, &, 
reeevoir en force les hommes du monde qu'il craint le plus. 

VOL. yn. C c 
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CAPTAIN MUKE OF CALDWELL TO ANDEEW STUAKT, 



York-fowfi, 

October 21. 1781. 
Mr DEAK Sir, 

I CANNOT sufficiently lament the unfoitunate occasion 
on which I have commenced my correspondence with you 
from America. With the receipt of this, you will hear 
of the great public loss which has befallen us, by the 
capitulation of this army in York-town, which took place 
yesterday, and by which I am once more a prisoner. I 
refer you to Lord Comwallia's letter in the Gazette for 
the particulaxs of this melancholy business. Every man 
in the garrison is conscious that all has been done that 
could be done, and the greatest part of them would with 
pleasure have sacrificed their lives, could it any further 
have promoted the general good. 

We have been blocked up since the 28th of August, 
by a fleet of thirty-five sail of the line, and have been 
besieged by an army of at least 20,000 men, with an 
artillery sufficient to attack the strongest fortified place 
in Europe. After expending all our ammunition — 
though almost unable to show a gun, against the superi- 
ority of the enemy's artillery — with only a week's 
provision, with no prospect of relief, and after ha.ving 
obliged the enemy to finish their second parallel within 
150 yards of our Unes, Lord CornwaJlis, to save the lives 
of many brave soldiers, entered into terms. 

The capitulation was signed on the 19th, surrendering 
prisoners of war about 3,200, fit for duty, besides 200 sick 
or wounded. We had between 500 and 600 killed and 
wounded during the siege. I am sorry to be obliged to 
tell you, that your poor nephew, Major Cochrane* 
suffered amongst the former. He had his head carried 
off by a cannon shot, when standing close to my Lord 
Comwallis. 
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He came here two days befor n a most spirited 
manner, with despatches from the Comman 1 n Chief 
in a small boat, and got through tl F en I fl «t ; he 
is much lamented as a most gallant ofliee I i tj poor 
Mrs. Cochrane, who, I hear, is at New i ort. 

The French officers are polite to an estreme. 
Believe me. 

Your affectionate, &c. &c., 

"William Muke. 
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269. CoonBd for Captain Pres- 
ton,269, Hlapublit career, 27!. 
His private Diaij, vi. 2. His 
socoant <^ th« noctliem Colonies, 
92. Assists in tlie Declaration of 
Independence. 95, 96. Hia inter- 
view witl Lord Howe, 118. Sus- 
pects the European Powers, vii. 
19S. Signs tlis Pi-owJonal Ar- 
ticles, 200. His first audience of 
<ieorge III., 209, 

A^ms, Samnel, his career at Boston, 
T. 271. Founds the " Corre- 
sponding Committee," 322. Hia 
earlf life «ad charaotec, vi. 121. 
His in£nence in Congrsss, 122. 

Addington, Dr., his unskilful treat- 
ment of Cbafliam, v. 187. Car- 
riea a supposed message from 1.014 
Bate, vu 212. 



Addison, J., hecomes SeaKtery of 
State, i. 263. His retirement, 
288. His support of Hie Peerags 
Bm, 357. 

Agriculture, progress of, vii. 330 — 

Aislabie, John, Chancellor of the 
Eiche<iuer, ii. 4. His sliare in 
the South Sea scheme, 14. Be- 
ijgua his omce, 20. Expelled the 
House, 21. 

Ail la Chapelle,Coi^resBof,iii.344. 
Pieluninaries signed at, 345. 

Albemsjle, Eiui of, unliassadar at 
Paris ; hie charaeter, iv. 46 

Albemarle, Genera!, Earl of, re- 
duces the Havanna, iv. 265. His 
enormous amount of piiae-monej, 
267. 

Alberoni, CiirdinHl, Hs policy as 
Prime Mtmster of Spain, i. 281, 
Plans the conquest of Sardinia, 
287. And tlie invadon of Eng- 
land, 293. Hia armament ag^nst 
Sitalj, 304, Hia eonfti-ences with 
Stanhope, 309. His gi-eat works 
and greater designa, SIO. Fo- 
ments a cons^ae; in France, 
320. joins the Spanish army at 
pMnpIoiia, 340. Breaks tbroi^li 
UieBaaqnepiirileges,841, Makea 
overtures to France, 346. Is, 
disgraced, 351. And banished, 
to Italy, 351. Foment the di- 
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vision in. tie Preteader's family, 
ii. 90. 

Jan, Colonel EUian, snrpriaes the 
ibrtatTioonderoga, V. 39, Tskea 
prisoner, 77. 

Ralph, of Batt, bis diaiaoter, 
V.42. 

American Colonies, aoeonnt of the, 
T. 64—77. Negro slayery in, 
77. Hative tribes around, 79. 
Their initaKon at Gienville'fl 
sohemes rf ftnmoe, 82. 87. Tn- 
mnlls in, 125. Their QanBral 
Congcese at New York, 126. 
Their resistance to the Stamp 
Act, 127. Their r^oidngs at its 
repeal, 14*. New taiaUon of, by 
Charles TownBhend, ISO. Theii' 
Madny Acta, 181. Eenewed 






Their " Sons 



and Dangliters .of Liberty, 
Bigorous measures gainst Ihem 
in Parliament, 240. Then- just 
grienmces, 262. Their tarriiigs 
and featherings, 264. Their tu- 
malts and riots, 267. Temporary 
lull in Ihait affah^, 270. Their 
disrontenta renewed, 320, 321. 
825. Tumults ui, vi. 2. Severe 
Acts of Parliament against, 4, 5. 
Their reflistance, 8. 10, II, 12. 
Their Congress at Philadelphia, 
13—16. Their " Committees of 
Safety," 18. Their " Mnnte- 
men," 18. 35, First conflict with 
them at Lexington, 36, Progress 
rf their arms, 38, 39. Thar sa- 
cond Congress at Philadelphia, 
40. Their iesoe of papr money 
42. Their further measures 60 
61. 63, 64. fedmg against them 
in England, 68. Progress of hra 
tilitie5wilhtliem,74— 92 Ch'mge 
in thar Tiews, 92—96 Their 
deUberations in Congress 95—98 
Thar Declaration of Independ 
ence, 98. Sea United States 
Amherst, Genial, afterwards Lord 
sent te North Anieriea it 133 
Eedncea Lonisbni-g, 134 His 
camp^ga in Canada, 155 Fe 



Lord Chatiiam'a appeal, vL 
204. 

Andrii, M^or John, his early life 
and character, viL 60. Meets 
Arnold, 61. Is arrested near 
Tappan, 62. Brought to trial, 
66. His serene and nmnlj firm- 
ness, 63. Hanged as a epy, 69. 
Monument to him inWestmiiisiflr 
Abbey, 69. 

Anne, Qneen, her character, i. 22. 
Her broken health, 58. Sus- 
pected of n Jacobite lemimg, 60. 
Her displeasure with the Court of 
Hanover, 76, Her last illness, 
90 And death, 93. 

Anson, George, aRerwards Lord, Ills 
eipeditJon to the South Sea iii 
33. Betums to Europe 56 His 
victory near Cape Firaaterre 330 
Named First Lord of the Ad 
miralty, iv. 17, His instructions 
to Hawke, 48. Bemaik to at 
Court, 72, Hie death, 75 

Ar^oo, ChcTalier, his floating bifc- 
teries at Gibraltar, t i 193 HiB 
failure and ajiguish 196 

Ai^yle, Dnke of, appears at Q 
Anne's last Council i 91 
to command in Scotland 
Hia defence of £dn bu gh, 1 
Gives battle at Sheriffmnu-, ' 
His Bubaeqnent inaction, 
In oppo^tion to Walpole, iii. o. 
His speech at the Fonntua 
Twem, 111. Leans to the Ja- 
cobtes, 113. His death, 158. 

Artwnght, Sir Richard, his inven- 
tive fcemue, t. 3, 

Armed Neutrality, aoeonnt of the, 
T 45. Of sKgbt practical 
efitet 79. 

Arnold General B., his early career, 
VI 39 Bis expedition to Canada, 
"7 — 79. Severely wonnded, 79. 
Eetues in disgnst to Montreal, 

_ 89 Serves ag^nst Bnrgojne, 
13 His conduct on Behmus'a 
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Hraglite, 176. 178, DJBaWed b? j : 
a woDOd, 179. In command of I 
Philadelphia, 349. Keview of his 
career, vil. 59. His treaolierous 
correspondence with Clinton, 59. 
Commands afc West Fmnt, 59. 
Hie meeting with AnM, 61. 
His plot doteotsd, 62. Makca 
his escape, 62. His Froclams- 
tlon, 63. 'WiUfS to Waabing- 
ton, 65. 67. His descent npon 
Virginia, 100, 101. Eetnms to 
New Yffl-k, 106. Hia expedition 
to Conneoticnt, 111. 

Art, rise and progress of, in Eng- 
land, vi. 320—330. 

Arthnr, Dr., rereals the deagn 
against Edinbm^li Castle, i, 149. 

Asapli nl Dowlah, Ms acceaaion as 
Naboh Visier, vii. 297. Hie 
diameter, 398. His transaetioiia 
witli the English, 298—301. 

Aegill, Captain, case of, Tii. 169. 

Ashbnrton, Lord (see Duniiing), 
enormous pension granted him, 

Aseas, Ciieralier d", acconnt of his 
death, iv. 204. 

AsBodation, Protestant, founded, Ti. 
239. . Gatliers etiength, 261.; 
vii.l6. Its meeting in St George'e 
Fields, 17. Biota tijat followed 
it, 18—36. 

Atterhnry, Biatop, hie poposa! on 
the demise of Queen Anne, i. 94. 
ffis letters to Jamas, ii. 3. His 
cliBiaoter, 32. Engaged in tha 
Jacobite conqnTaoy, 34. His 
arrest, 37. Bill of penalties 
against him, 44. Hie eloqnent de- 
fence, 46. His Inst iptertiew with 
Pope, 49. He is con^ejed to 
Calais, 49. Directs tie JaeoWto 
affiuis, 87. 121. Neglected by 
Jamas, 141. Loses bis danghter, 
14S. Hie defence of Claren- 
don's Historj, 145. ffis death, 



Bacon, Lord, hia m'vsim on garden 

Baillie, Caplam, his case against 

Lord Sandwich, Tn E3 
Balmorino,Loid jomsPrinLeChailas, 

iu. 232 His trial and eseon- 

tion, 319 
Bsnkes, Henry, hi' ctaracter m 

Pflvliament vu 76 In feiour 

of ceding Gibraltar, 205 
Banks, Sir Joseph, his character, 

Ti 283 EjqilorBB the Sonth 

&13, 283 S89 291 Becomes 

President of the Rojal Soiiefy, 

Barclay, David, his intsrview with 
Franilui, ti 30 

Barnard, Sir John, hie character ii 
167. His eondnot m Pailia- 
ment, 163, 164 Proposes to 
lower the mtei-est of tba National 
Debt, 198 HiB Playhouse Bill, 
231. Befnses to attend the Com- 
ziiittee against Walpole, iii. 121, 
Moras to repeal the Bribery Oath, 
It. so. His compbinte of the 
aeoptieism of that age, vi. 312. _ 

Barre, Colonel, his first speech in 
Parliament, Iv. 248. A most 
ready debater, v. 51. OpfoeeB 
the Stamp Act, 86. Appointed 
lo office, 159. His satire upon 
the Paere, 281 His tiibute to 
the mamorj of Chailiam, vi. 232, 
233. Declama agwnat tl " " 



Ust, \ 



alter- 



)nwithLoi-dNDrth,137. Ap- 
pointed Treasurer of the Navy, 
146. Enormous pensitm granted 
him, 165. 
Barrington, Lord, becomes Chan- 
cellor of the Escbeqner, iv. 216. 
And Treasurer of tlie Navy, 258. 
His conversation with Newcastle, 
275. Belonged to. the "King's 
Friends," V. 116. His letter ap- 
proving flie conduct of the trooje, 
196. Hie patronage of Philip 
Fi'ands, 220, Moves the espul- 
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Eion of Wiltes, 227. Sixenucns 
for tJie tasatiim of America, 266. 
His represen 
■i. 326. 






the King, 

OB, Earl of, arreeted and ex- 
amined, iii, 161. Agent srat by 
to Prinea Charlea, 277. 

Bath, Earl of (see Polttney), meets 
Walpole in Uie House of Lords, 
iii. 118. His first speech as a, 
Peer, 140. Desires to be placed 
at theliead of tJte Treasury, 155. 
Disappointed, 156. His forty 
hours' Jliniahy, 295, Writes a 
pamphlet, iv. 189. His letters to 
Colmaii, Va. 324, 

Batii, Order of the, rerived, iL 76. 

Bathurst, Lord, hie caustic wit in the 
defence of Atterbary, ii. 48. His 
auswer to Wharton, 73. An sile 
speaker in Opposdtioc, iii. 67. Al- 
lusion tn him by Burke, TJ, 34. 

Batlinrst, second Lord and Earl, bis 
conduct as Cbancelbr, t, 272. 
Opposes the Chatham Annnitj 
Bill, vi. 233. Resigns, 235. Aa- 
BsUsi in tha Gordon riota, ™. 19. 

Baum, Colonel, hia letter to Bnr- 
goyne, vi. 173. Defeated and 
made prisoner, 174, 

Beokford, Alderman, a friend of Pitt, 
iv, 246. An acljve member of 
Parliament, T. 10. Becomes Lord 
Mayor, 14. Connys a message 
to PiW, 36. Bis motion upon 
Indian affiiirs, 174. His address 
to the King, 272. Hie illness and 
death, 273. 

Bedford, John, Dnie of, becomes 
Secretary of State, iii. 843. Ca- 

reagns, 17. Named Lord Lieu- 
tanant of Ireland, 85, Bis angiy 
reproaches to Fos, 107, His con- 
duot m his Vlce-Boyalty, 126. 
EesigEB, 218. Goes as ambas- 
sador to Palis, 269. Signs the 
Pi-eliminaries of Peara, 272. Con- 
cludes the definitive treaty, 277. 
His advice to the Kuig, v. 36. 
Becomes Pi'esident of the Council, 



40. His "piew of the Regency 
Bill, 97. Pelted by the mob, 101. 
His tonn-house assailed, 102. 
His new demands, 106. Hia 
angry expostulations with the 
King, 107, Msmissed from ofBoe, 
108. Declines the offers of Chat- 
ham, 171. And of Grafton, 188. 
His motion on American aflaira, 
241. 

Et^ums of Oudfl, ease of the, vii. 
297—301. 

Belleiste, Mareschal de, his command 

captivity in Ec^and, 1S2. 
Benfield, Paul, account of, viL 268. 
Bengal, grievous lamine m, vn, 234. 
Bernard, Francis, his government of 

llassachusette, v. S35. 237. 239. 

Created a Bai'onet^ 241. At issue 

witb tlie cdonists, S63. Becalled, 

Bemsdorff, Baron, his negoUations, 
i. 230. And rapacity, 354. 

Berwick, Mareschal do, his correspon- 
dence nith the Jaeobites.l 31. 135. 
143. His remarks on Bolingbroke, 
192. Confers with tiie Swedish 
Minister, 356. IBs campaign on 
the.Pyrenean frontier, 339. Takes 
St. Sebastian, 341. His death 
and character, ii. 260. 

" Black Hole," horrors of the, iv. 
3IS. 

Blaekatone, Dr., assailed by Junius 
V. 214 His character, 233 And 

Blakeney (nneral, his de£eu(« of 
StJchng Cistle, ni 284 And of 
St. Philips, IV 64 70 

Bhgh, General, his miocarriagn at 
St, Cast, IT 139 

Eliml^ 'ia John, his eharo m the 
South '<«a transactions, u 4 6 
18.21 

Bolingbroke, Lord, his character, i 
26. HiB Jacobite cibals, 33 
His diffeiences with Lord Oxford, 
34. Gives up the Catalans, 69. 
His cabals, 86. Becomes Prime 
Minister, 88. His M trom power. 
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96.102. His last speedi in Pra-lia- 
ment, 119. Makes liis escape to 
France, 121. Act of attainder 
against him, 127. Jmns lie 
Jaoobita party, 135. Bemmes 
Secretary of State to James, 138. 
IHsniissed, 191. A pai-don granted 
him. iL 49. His retnm to Eng- 
land, 62. His political cabals, 57. 
Obtaine a partjiil restoration, 71. 
Gains ovor the Duohess of Ken- 
dal, 1 07. His interview with the 
King, 108. Diiwts the measures 
o£ Opposition, 17S. Withdraws 
in diagost to France, 179. His 
letters to England, 205. His re- 
tom, iiL 132. His indifference 
HI 1746, 260. Guides tlie Pi-ince 
of Wales, 330. His death, ir. 

Boronghs, when first put up 






Boston Port Bill, account of the, Ti. 
3. Itaeffitts, 11. Espealed, 72. 

Bothmar, Baron, his rapacity, L S36. 
Bottetort, Lord, his chnrier required 
to pass the Fiivy Seal, v. 188. 
. Kamed Goi-ercor of Vireinia, 202. 
Dissolves the House of Burgessea, 
262. 

BongMnvIlle, M. de, limts Otalielte, 
<i.284. 

Boniild, Marqnis de, his caret 
Ihe West Indies, yii. 98. 134 

Bourbon, Duke de, becomes Fiime 
Minister in France, ii. 53. Sends 
back the Infitnta to Span, 78. 
His dismissal, 101. 

Bourdornims, Malid de la, his co 
in India, iv. 293. Keduees Ma- 
dras, 295, 296. Eetnms to En- 
rope, 297. Hie death, 298. 

Braddock, General, his defeat and 
death, iv. 46. 

Bremen and Yerden, treaty rrapcct- 



Bcewe 



i. 225. 



.t Edinburgh, o 



xlv 

al«r, Duke of, his character, 
His canals, 6. 
Brindlej, James, his character, t. 5. 

■ His canals, 7. 
Bristol, Earl of, his reports fiom 

"^ m, iv. 250. 
Brown, Lancelot, suraamed " Ci^ia- 

bilitj," account of, vi. 330. 
Bunker's IDll, battle of, vl. 56. 
lurgoyne, General, his service in 
Portugal, iv. 264. Sent to Ame- 
rica, ci. 63. His chaiacter, S3. 
Describes the battle of Bunker's 
Hill, 58, His campaign ftom 
Canada, 169. Takes Fort Ed- 
ward, 170. His gi-owing difE- 
onlties, 174, His actions on 
Bebmus's Haglits, 176, 177. 
Ketreats to Saratoga, 179. He- 
gotJatea with Gates, 183. C™- 
dudes a ConTention, 186. Ee- 
ceived by General Schoylei', 188. 
Eemonatrates with lie Congress, 
195. PemiittedtogohomB,196. 
Eeturas to England, 236, His 
speeches in (he Honse of Com- 
anona, 237. Obtains an East In- 
disJi Committee, vii. 236. 239. 
Moves a vote of cenaure against 
Clive, 240. 
turke, Edmund, his description of 
Pitt at Hayes, v. 103. His 
charges agaiiLSt the " Kmg's 
Friends," 118. Speaks for the 
first time in Parliament, 130. 
His desoriplion of Conway, 141. 
His early hfe, 146. And cha- 
racter, 2S0. Eecommended to 
Chatham, 171- Hia asperity on 
iiis rgection, 17S. Describes the 
Chatham Mmistry, 179. Eesista 
the proposal of Bedford on Ame- 
rican affairs, 241. Describes the 
Chatham equipage, 246. Hia 
" Observations on a late State of 
the Nation," 259. His high 
compliments to Chatham, 285, 
Laments the "deadoess" of the 
nation, 301. Defends subscrip- 
tion to tiie Tlirly-Nine Articles, 
301. Hia reply to Dr. Priestley, 
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826. His friendship with Fo; 
331. Moves io repeal tio Tt 
Duty, Ti. 8. Deares ' 
Westminster, 19. 1 
lutiona on America, 33. His ad 
mitable speech, 38. His Bcconn 
of seMding menibeis, 138. Hi 

ham, 333. His remark on John 
son and Boswell, 313. Propoaes 
his plan of Ecmomieal Befori 
Tii. 2. 4. Foiled in it, 6. B 
viles tie Middleses magisti-nti . 
12. His danger in the Gordon 
riots, 25, 26. 36, His concert 
Ml one ijuestioii with Lord Noi-tli, 
38. Defeated at Bristol, 74. 
But elected for Malton, 75. Ee- 
news hia proposal cpf Eaonomical 
Eeform, 89, 30. Hia apaeeh, " to 
tihear the "olf," 128. His St. 
Enstatia motion, 131. Named 
Paymaster of tlio Forces, 145. 
His nobie support of the Irish 
trade, 146. Hia letter upon 
Grattan, 154. Bruigs Ibrwar 



another Bill o 



He- 



ld to regulat 
owniiBoe,165. Opposea Farlla 

183. His passiouata inrective 
on Shelbnme, 184. 204. Hi 
speechea on Eaat India aSsiif 
237. Desotibes the invasion of 
the Camatic, 286. 
Bumey, Misa, charac 



of a head-di 
Sassy, Ml. dd, his i 



a, 327. 



Bnsay, Marqnis de, his command in 
In^a, iv, 301, 302. Negotiates 
with the Nizam, 312. His mag- 
nificence, Tii. 292. 

Bute, John, Earl of, hie eharacter, 
iT. 29, Appointed Groom of the 
Stoio, 81. Tiie favonrite of 
George IIL, 208. 216. Named 
Scoi-etsry of State, 219. His 
Countess, 220. Opposes a war 
irith Spiun, 240. £i:p1ain3 Mm- 



self to Doilington, 244. Moat 
eager for pace, 250. Becomes 
Krat Lord of the Trea^ij, 258. 
Bising clamour agmnst him, 259. 
Cliarged with personal corruption, 
273. Defends the Peace of Paris 
ui the House of Lords, 276. As- 
sailed in tJie "NortU Briton," T. 
19. Charges against him, 21. 
His sudden resignation, 25. Ee- 
" ■'-'■'■, 53. 



:, 35, 1 



His last 
interview with the Kjng, 117. 
His mfluenee still complained of, 
268.; Ti. 212,213. 

Bjlimd, Count, hia conroy seized, 
Tii. 44. 

Byng, Admiral Sir George, Mb ex- 
pedition to the Meditenanoan, i. 
308. Destroys the Spanish fleet 
offCape Pasaai'o, 315. Ci-eated 
Viscount Ton-ington, 31 7. 
^ Byng, Admiral John, sent to the 
Meditemincan, iv, 64. His action 
off ICna-ca, 67. Brought home 
in arrest, 72. His trial, 82. 
And oseculion, 96. 

Bjron, John, afteiivards Admiral, 
his shipwreck in the Wager, iii. 
39. Attacks a French squadron, 
iv, 194. Commands in the West 
Indies, vi. 272. Hia cruise of 
dlscoreiy as Conimodoi'e, 279. 

Byron, Lord, Mb duel with Mr. 
Chaworlh, vo. 329. 

Cadogan, General and Eari, sent to 
Seoilimd, i. 186. Chaige of 
fraud Bganst him, 276. Suc- 
ceeds Mariliortiugh as Commander- 
in-Chief, ii. 56. 
Calendar, the, reformed hy Lord 

Chesterfield, iv. l.l. 

Camden, Lord (tea Pratt), Ms 

speech on American aSars, T. 

138. Becomes Lord Chancellor, 

account of Ireland, 

;5, His " forty days' tyranny," 

19. Protests against tie taia^ 

>n of America, 180, His letters 

Chatham, 189. 205. His 



158. 
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cliRiaoter, 30T. Dedares against 
tlis Duie of GraRon, 348 Sui- 
renderfl tbe Great 8«al, 250 Hia 
aoconnta of Chath^n, yi 148 
198. 229. 281. 233 Kainai 
Lord President, rii. 1*4 Uneaaj- 
in oince, 135. 

Cameron, Allaa, his mlaaon hi the 
Highlands, u. 85. 

Cameron, Dr. Arctibald, liis tnal 
and esecuHon, it. 29. 

Careys, Uie Misa, case rf, tii. 8. 

Caileton, General (Sir Guy), his 
defence of Canada, tL 76. 78. 
EfflSBS the siege of Monlieal, 89. 
Snpereeded, 219. Sncceeds Sir 
Heniy Qinton, Tii. 169. Hia pro- 
ceedings in the ease of Hnddy, 169. 

Carlisle, Frederick, fifth Earl of, 
named Comraisaoner to America, 
ti. 233. His characler, 223. 
His private letters, 246. Returns 
Jiome, 348. Mamed Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, vii. 155. 

Carmarthen, Marquis of, dismissed 
from Ms Lord Ijeutenanoy, vii. 2. 
Hie moderate counsels, 3. Moves 
an amendment to the Address, 79. 
And an Address against Lord 
Saekrille, 133. Pi'escnts John 
Adams tfl OiB King, 309. 

Caroline, Qneen, her character, ii. 
113. Her ilhieaa and death, 207. 
A patron irf learning, 326. Ee- 
Eentment ag^sb her of Swift and 



Gay,; 



9, 230. 



Carleiei, Lord, becomes Seci-etary of 
State, it 32. His charactei-, 53. 
His oonteBt with TValpole, 66. 
Goes to L:ehird as Loi'd Lieu- 
tenant, 58. His first measures 
in Dnblui, 65. Joms the Oppo- 
sition in England, iii. 66. 75. 
Becomes again Secretary of Stftte, 
110. His conduct in oflice, 134. 
His stn\ggles for power, 154. 156. 
Ever conrageous, 169. Succeeds 
as Earl Granville, 184. See 
Granville. 

Catalans, case of tie, i. 69. Motion 
in their behalf, 71. 
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Catherine II. of Sussla, Tier acces- 
sion, iv. 361. Joins in the par- 
tition of Poland, v. 315, 316, 
Incensed ag^nst England, vii. 
45 Her "Armed NeutrsUtj," 
45 Calls it an "Armed Nullity," 
Eeluclant to engage in war, 

Cauaas, the phrase Bjplsiiied, T. 

323. 
Cavendish, Lord Join, his character, 
V. 69. His trilinte tfl the memory 
of Ciiatham, vi. 82. Moves an 
amendment, vii. 233. His Ee- 
solutions against Lord North, 138. 
Named ChanwJlor of the Eiche- 
quer, 144. Averse to Parlia- 
mentary Befbrm, 167. Resigns, 
183. 
Channing, Dr., his letter tB Mr. 

Clay, Yi. 103. 
Charlemont, Earl of, his view of the 
state of Irehmd, v. 123. Assists 
in reporting the debates, 129. 
His fiiendship with Grattan, vii. 
149. Elected Genera]-m-Chief 
ofVolnnteers, 155. Conferswith 
Grattan, 168, 159. 
Charles III. of Spain, his accession 
and ehavHCtsr, iv. 183. Most 
eager for tiie recovery of Gibraltar, 
vii. 192. 
Chailes XII. of Sweden, returns 
fi-om Bender, i. 225. His treaty 
with George 1, 325. His death, 
320. 
Charlotte, Qneen, her cliaract«r, iv. 
221. Her marriage, 223. And 
Coronation, 223. Act of Parha^ 
ment for bei- dowry, 249. Het 
numerous family, 260. 
Chatham, Earl of (sea Pitt), his 
first measures as Prime Mniater, 
T. 163. His first speech in the 
House of Lords, 169. His 
schemes fitr the government of 
Indi^ 173. Goes to Bath, 176. 
Falls ill on Ms retnm, 177. Wholly 
secluded fiom business, ITS. His 
interview with Grafton. 183. His 
melancholy state, 186. Cansra 
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Seal, 203. Beconciied nitb tiiB 
Grenvilles, 244. Appears a^ 
at the King's Levee, 245. And 
in Parliament, 247. His co ~ ~ 
in Opposition, 247, 24S. '. 
257, 258, 259, 260. 265. 374. 
379. 283. His letters to Coun- 
tess Stanhope, 384. Sanssm 
upon, the Church of England 
ascribed b} him, 303. His 
opmioa on the Boston Port Bill, 
vL 5. And on tlie general 
American policy, 9. His motion 
on American afKrs, 21. His 
inlei-view with Franklin, 23. 25. 
Proposes a Conciliatory Bill, 26. 
His reply, 28. Secluded for two 
years, 73. Reappears in the 
House of Lords, 146. His pro- 
posals for peace, 147. Struck 
bj sndden iUnesa, 148. Urges 
recmciliation iritb America, 198. 
Denounces the emplc^ment of 
BOTages, 202. Appeals to the 
tapestry ban^ga, 202. His 
reply, 20a Instniclions given 
by bim in the lata nar, 205. His 
renened pbilipfjcs, 306. His 
difference wiUi £ookingham, 211. 
And nitli Bute, 213. Designed 
for Prime Minister, 321, 322. 
234. Receives a message fiiim 
lie itookingliam party, 225. His 



it appean 



n the Hon: 



Lords, 229. His death, 231. 
Honours paid to tis memi^, 232. 
His public fnneral, 234. Cetn- 
pared tritli Ginittiu],Tii. 150. His 
jredicHon of Parliamentary Ee- 
form, 166. His masim against 
femily loanection, 185. His in- 
fluence IB East India afihirs. 



Burgondy, 273. Hia speeches 
against the Plajbonac Bill, 231. 
And agiunst other measures, iiL 
66. His political connsels. 91. 
His all^^ secret mission to 
Frence, 02. Excluded from 
office, IIB. His pampWet on the 
Hanorer Forces, 140. His speech 
on tiie Gin Act, 142. Inv^gbs 
against Carteret, ISS. Named 
Lord Lientenajit of Ireland, 187. 
His second rantasay to Holland, 
191. Hia character, 324. Hia 
Vlce-Koyalty of Ireland, 327. 
Becomes Secretary of State, 330. 
Endeavonra to conolnde a peaos, 
337. Baflod by the Pelhams, 



8,340. 



is Letter! 



Chesterfield, PMlip Dormer, Earl of, 
his first speech aa Lord Stanhope 
of Shelford, 1. 123. Goes Am- 
bassador to Holknd, il. 1' 



remarks 

on the pea^ of Aix la Chapehe, 
347. Keforms ibe Calendar, iv. 
IS. Called upon as Mediator of 
paiHes, 104. His zed fer edu- 
cation in Ireland, 131. His 
opinion of the "White-boys," v. 
123. Hia acoonnt of tbe venal 
boroogha, 190. Contrasted witii 
Slielbume, 211. His o^nion of 
Robertaon's style, vi. 305. Iiet- 
ters to kis Son, 812. Hia touch 
of satire upon Osfbrd, Yd. 31B. 

Cliejte Sng, his braJisactiona vitb 
Wari-en Hastings, viL 291—293. 

Choisenl, Diike de, his admiaistra- 
tion and character, ir. 230, 231. 
His negotiations nith England, 
233. Signs tbe Family Compact 
mth Spain, 237. Plans the con- 
quest of Coraca, v. 198. Contends 
■with Madame Du Barry, 280. 
His diamiosai and eiile, 381. 
Eegretted by the King, 317. 

" ChriBtian Club," account of tlie, v. 
191. 

Church Niillum Tem^m BUI, first 



Churchill, C. his " Prophei^ of 

Famine," iv. 260. 
Clam.inald, Macdonald of, joins 

Piinoe Cimrles, iii. 206. 
Clarendon, Edward, Earl of, Ms 
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xlix 






c, 101. 



An-ivcs 



Ckrke, CaptH 
c<mtmuid to Cook, vi, 294. Suc- 
ceeds liim, 297. 

Clarke, George, bis death, bow 
caused, r. 230. 

Clavacing, General, Bent lo India, 
vii. 288. Hia differences with 
HasliigB, 262. 257. 264, 265. 
Hia death, 265. 

ClerkB, Sir Philip Jennlpgs, his 



Contrai 
12.8 



. jea 



Bill, V, 



236.; 



Clemioat, Marquis de, bia secret 
mission to Englani, iiL 30. 

Clinton, General (Sir Henrj), sent 
to America, ci. S3. Hia ouaet at 
Bunker's Hill, 57. Hia ex- 
pedition to Sontb CaroUna, 88. 
Comnmnda at Broakl^n, 109. 
Eeduces Bbode Island, 137. Left 
in oomirand at New Yoii, 158. 
169. Advances up tbe Hud- 
son, 184. Ecdnces Forts Mont- 
gomery and Clinton, 184. Ap- 
pointed to the chief command, 
219. Batirea from Philadelphia, 
245. Gives battle at Monmouth, 
250. Sends out seieial ei- 
peditiiME, 251. 253. liednces 
the posts on the Hndson. 273, 
His si^e and captiu^ of Charlas- 
ton, 7ii. 47, Eeturne to New 
York, 48. Hia plans, 55. In 
aeoret correspondence with Arnold, 
59, 60. Wannlir interqedea for 
Andre', 66. 68, His raSection on 
Andre's fete, 72. Sends out an 
expedition, 100. His agents 
It^iged, 101. Apprehends an 
attack upon New York, 107. 
Hia Echemea, 111. His diffe- 
rences widi I/nd Comwallis, 112. 
Plans an embai'katjon for Tork- 
town, 116. Appears in the 
Cheaapeak, 124. But tm late, 
124. Resigns hia coramajid, 168. 
CUto, EoberC, afl^rwai'ds Lord, hia 
rise and cbaraefer, iv. 303. Snr. 
prises Areot, 306. His heroic 



defence, 307. Gams a batUe at 
Amee, 309. Eeturas to Europe, 
312, Named Govemoi' of Fort 
St, David, 315. His expedition 
toBengal,331. Retakes Calcutta, 
322. Concludes peace with the 
Nabob, 323. Renews tie war, 
328. His great Tictory at Piassey, 
330. His " Jaghire," 336. Ee- 
turns to Europe, 338. His Irish 
peerage, 3.38. His liberal conduct 
to Wedderbnm, v. 297. His 
ccnteata at the India House, vii, 
217. Again at Calcutta, 220. 
His rigoiiraa administration, 220 
—226. Eeturas to England, 227. 
Assailed in Parliament, 339. His 
death, 241. His condnet in the 
field described, 292. 

Clnb"the" its fonndation, vi. 315. 
Its pmgresa to the present day, 
316. 

Cobham, Lord, his secret mission lo 
Vienna, i. 1 16. Slorma tbe town 
of Vigo, 342. Is dismissed from 
his emplojmenta, ii. 256. Made 
B, Field Marshal, iii. 1 14. Eeugns 
his seat in the Cabmet, 158. 

Cocoa Tree Club, account of the, v. 
113. 

Commons, House of, ils composition 
in 1713, i. 44. 

Compton, Sir Spencsr, elected 
Speaker, i. 119. Deagnated as 
Prune Minister, ii. 116. But 
yields io WalpoJe, 1 1 7. Created 
EarJ of Wilmington, 118. 

ConiuKsby, Lord, "plajs the Chiis- 
tian," i. 124. Moves tbe jni- 
peachment of Lord Ostbrd, 126, 

Convocation, the, last meeting of, i. 



mway. General Henry, leads the 
English centi'e at Kirch Denkern, 



m lue Mouse o( Uommons, 62. 
Appointed Secretary of State, 109. 
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154. His answer to Uie Kiug, 

156. Coafirnied in office, 159. 
His i«nened dissatisfaction, )70. 
Eeagns The Seals, 185. Will not 
Bnpport the o::puisioii of Wilkes, 
228. WiUidrsws from tliB Ca- 
lrinet,253. Hie motioHS for peace, 
vii. 138, 137. Named Corn- 
man Jer-m-Chief, 144. 

" Conway's Cabal," account of, vi. 
242. 

Coole, Sir Eyre, commands at Ma- 
dras, IT. 344. Hia sictory at 
Wandeiraali, 345. Beeieges and 
takes Pondicberj, 34B. Getums 
frwn Europe, vii. 278. His love 
rf money, 278. Sent 'to Madras, 
288. Hjs Tiotoiy at Porto Noto, 
288. And at PollUore, 289. Wm 
foiling bealCli, 304. His deatli, 
307. 

Cook, Captain James, lis career 
and cliBraoter, vi. 282. Hia first 
TOyage, 283. His second, 291. 
His third, 293. Killed in the 
Saodwioli Islands, 296. 

Cope, Sir John, commands in Scot- 
' land, iJL 216. His landing at 
Dunbar, 2S5. His defeat at 
Preston Fans, 239. Sarcastic 

Cornwall, C. W., elected Speaker, 

Comwallls, Earl, afterwards Marquis, 
his command at Brooklyn, vi. 1 09. 
Pnrsues Washington through the 
Jerseys, 125. Directed to " stand 
at ease," 128. Advances from 
Pimceton, 131. Haistens back, 
133. His success at Qnibbletown, 

157, And at tlio Brandywine, 
159. Takes possession of Phila- 
delphia, 161. And of Redhank, 
161. His character, vii. 48. 
G^ns the battle of Camden, 61. 

SI. His winter campaign in the 
Eonth, 102—105. Miuvdies to 
Virginia, 106. His pursuit of La 
Fayette, 107. His dliferences 
viith. Clinton, 112. Besieged in 



: TO 

Yorli-town, 115. Hisnndaunted 
resohition, 117. Attempts a 
sortie, 119. Bsifled by a storm, 

119. Negotiates withWashington, 

120. His eaptnlation, 124. 
Corsica, affaii-a of, v, 198. Its eon- 
quest by France, 199. 

Cotton, Sir John Hinde, acooont of, 
', ill. 30:, His appointment to the 
I Admiralty pi-essed, 113. Becomes 

Treasurer of the Chamber, 187. 

His re^naljon proposed, 245. 



CoMreiM-s des Boia, m 



It of the, 



Contts, Thomas, already rising into 

Cowper, Earl, resigns Hie Great 
S«il, i, 299. Accused of taking 
pajt in the Jawibite conspiracy, 
ii. 43. His death and character, 
43. Loivi Townshend's view of 
his public conduct, 138. 

Cowper, W, his ajMOunt of Thurlow, 
T. 294. His own life and writings, 
schoolfellow of Warren 






i, 245, 



Craflamtm, account of the, ii. 156. 

Craggs, James, becomes Secretary 
at War, L 263. And of State, 
299. Aecnsed of peculation, ii. 
20. Takes poison, and dies, 21. 

Crewe, John, his bill upon revenue- 
officers, viL H, 89. 163. 

Ciillon, Duke do, his descent upon 
Minorca, vii. 93. Eeduees St 
Philip's Castle, 185. In com- 
mand befbre Gibraltar, 192. His 
courtesy to General Elliot, 193. 

Crompton, Samnel, his mventive 

Crosby, Brass, as Lord Kfoyor, leans 
to the ppular side, t. 279. ffis 
contest with the House of Com- 
mons, 286. Sent to the Tower, 
2S8. Released, 290. 

Cnlloden, battle of, ill. 303. 

Cumberland, Henry, Duke of, his 
libertine amours, v. 305. Hia 
marriage with Mrs. Horton, 306. 
Joins tiis Oppo^tion, vi, 23, 
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Onmberland, Willis™, Duke of, re- 
moEBtcatsa agMnst his intended 
marriagB, iii. 192. Coiiimanda 
in Flandere, 193. Hb high 
courage, 195. Commands at 
Liehiield, 268. His ekinnish at 
CUftoD, 279, Arrives at Holy- 
lood, 392. Hia chaiader, 292. 
Gains the battle of Culloden, 
304. His Enbseqnent cruellJeB, 
310. Continnes to press for ri- 
goiijus measures, 318. Com- 
mands at the battle of LaujTetd, 
333. IndifTerent to his brother's 
death, iv. 11. Chagrined at the 
Kegency Bill, 13. Sent to com- 
m^id the tamj in Hanover, 100. 
Woratad at the battle of Hastsn- 
bect,II6. Sgus the convention 
of Cloater-Seyen, 117. Keagns 
all Ms military offices, 118. Con- 
demns Hie conduct of Fo:i, v. 24. 
His sednded life, S6. Applied 
to by the King, lOO. Apjiliea to 
Pitt, 103. Tries other expe- 
dients, 106. Again negotiates 
with Pitt, 108. Prevails with 
tbegi'eat Whig bouses, 109. Hia 
sudden death, 134. 

Cnroming, Thomas, his scheme to 
conquer Senegal, iv. 132. 

Cyder-Tax, ncconnt of the, T. 1*. 
Bepealed, U6. 



Danish Sobaidy, e 



it of the, : 



279. 



Darlington, Coimt«as of, acconnt of 
the, L 213. 

Dartmonth, Eari of, becomes Secre- 
taiy of State, i. 320. Gepliea t« 
Chatham, vi. 27. His uroular 
to the govemorB of colonies, 40. 
Egeots the " OUve-bianch," 69, 
. Accepts the Privy Seal, 71. 

Dashwood, Sir .Francis, beoOTiea 
Treasui-er of the Chamber, iv. 
218. And Chancellor of the 
Esehequer, 258. His profligate 
morals, v. 13. His eyder-tas, 
14. A " Father Abbot," 18. 

Desne, Silas, his projects, vL 39. 






to France, 
94. Not esteemed in his own 
State, 119. His connection with 
John the Pamier, 143. 14S. 
Well recaved at Versailles, 149. 
Hia note to the Enghsh ambas- 
sador. 150. Concludes a treaty 
with France, 209. 

Derwentwater, Earl of, beads the 
lisuig in Northumberland, i. 1 60. 
Suri'enders at Preston, 172. His 
trial, 194. And esecution, 194. 

DetUngen, battle of, iii, 147. 

Devonshire, Wflliam, fonrth Duke 
of, becomes First Lord of the 
Treasury, iv. 85. Displaced, 108, 
His conciliatory conduct, 188. 
His name struck from the Piiij 
Council book, 275. Eesigns bis 
Lord Lieutenancy, v. 33. His 
death and character, 69, 

Kokinson, John, his " Farmer's 
Letters," V. 23S, His roodei-atjon 
in Congress, vl 14. Dnms upa 
petilion to the King, 63. His 
speech on Independence, 95, 

Dinglty, Charles, tba Ministerial 
candidate for Middleses, v, 229. 

Dissenters, Protestantj Bill for their 
relief, i. 326. ■ Another measnre 
proposed, V. 303. Agmn pi'O- 
posed and carried tlmingh, vii. 

Dodington, G. Bubb, his letters from 
Sp^n, i. 282, 283. His conduct 
in England, ii. 305. In opposi- 
Uon to Wfllpoie, iiL 90. Advises 
the Prince irf Wales, 330. Hia 
conversations with the Princess 
Dowager, iv. 21. 53. And with 
Lord Bute, 216. Created Lord 
Melcombe, 220. 

Donop, Count, stationed at Border- 
town, vi. 129. His panic, 130. 
His dying words, 164. 

Dowdeswell, WilUara, named Chan- 
cellor of the Eiohequer, V. 1!0. 
His death and character, 331, 

Draper, Sir William, reduces the 
Philippine Islands, iv. 267. ffis 
controversy with Junius, v. 213, 
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Dreas, feshiona o^ in tliB last cea- 
loTj, vi). 327— 829. 

" Droit Le Km ," account of, v. 50. 

Du Bany, Madame, lier early life, 
V. 230. Eules in Fnmce, 281. 

Dabois, Cardinal, his iiLte and cha^ 
racter, i. 219. His confecences 
ivitb Stanliope at Banorei:, 231. 
Detects and taffies a conspiracy 
in Fraooe, 323. His negotiation 
with Alteriini, 34B. Ilia deatli. 



Duna 



r. 199. 






_, Lord Advocate, 
promiBes a Eonian Catholic Belief 
Bill for ScoHand, at. 233. Da- 
tflrredfrora. it, 261. Opposes Che 
motion of Sarile, vii. 7. Eludes 
the Resolutions rf Dunning, 14. 
Baplies to Pitt, 92. Affects 
great frankness, 129. Eis un- 
oertiun course, 130. Contmned 
in office, 145. Opposes Farlia- 
mentaiy Reform, 167. Chair- 
man of an East India Committee, 
303. Moves EesolaUoiB agidnst 
Impey, 303. 

Dunmore, Earl of, dissolves tlte As- 
sembly in Virghua, Ti. 10. Lands 
at Kigali:, 75. His unjustifiable 
BererlHes. 75. 

Dunning, Jolin, his rise and oha- 
raeler, t. 192. ^Vill not sopport 
the eipnlsion of Wilkes, 228. 
Setnes from office, 2S2. His de- 
fence of FiMklin, 326. His re- 
ply to the Duke of Cntnherhnd, 
vs. 23. Bis tribute to the me- 
mory of Chatliaui, 233. Seconds 
the Roman Catholic Edief Bill, 
287. Moves Besoiutions gainst 
the influence of Uie Crown, vii. 
13. His fii^t success, 1 5. But 
£nal discomlitnre, 16. Created 
a Peer, 144. See Ashburton. 

Dupleis, Joseph, his character and 
tarcer, iv. 294. His alterealion 
with La BourdonnMs, 298. His 
campmgn in the Camatic, 299l 
Founds a now city, 301. Eb- 



Easter Isle, account of, ri. 298. 

Eden, 'WiUiam, afterwards Lord 
Auckland, his rising atilitj, vi. 
228. Confers with Shelbume, 
224. Named Seoretaiy for Ire- 
land, vii, 155. His speech on 
Irish afiaits, 158. 

Egmont, E^l of, an adviser of tlie 
Prince of Wales, iv. 1. Refuses 
to lead the House of Commons, 
S3. Appomted Fii-st Lord of the 
Admiralty, y. 41. Gives his 
name to Fort Egmont, 277. 

Egremont, Earl of, named Secretary 
of State, iv. 244. Answeis the 
Spanish Memorial, 250. Dif- 
fers from Lord Bute, 271. Con- 

raoter, v. 28. ' His examination 
of Wilkes, 81. Threatened witli 
a challenge, 83. Ss Buddeii 
death, 35. 

Eloho, Lord, jouis Prince Charles, 
iii. 232. Describes tlie Holyrood 
Conneil, 256. His account of 
the Prince at CuUoden, 307, 

Election, General, of 1715, i, 117. 
Of 1722, ii. 39. Of 1727, 118. 
Of 1734, 177, Of 1741, iii. 
88. Of 1747, S30. Of 1754, 
iv. 40. Of 1761, 220, Of 1768, 
T. 190. Of 1774. vi. 18. Of 
1780, vii. 74. 

Elizabetli, Empress of Bnssia, her 
character, iv. 76. Joins the 
league against Prns^ 96. Her 

Elliot, General, his brave defence of 
CHbraltar, vii. I8S— 196. Cre- 
ated Lord Heathfield, 197. 

EHis, Welbore, stremious for the tax- 
ation of America, v. 366. Moves 
the wmmittal of Brass Crosby, 
288. Becomes Secretary of State, 
vii 133. His ainbignons state- 
ments, 136. 

E. 0., accoBut of tlie gambling so 
called, Tii. 332. 
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EiBkine, Thomas, uftonvards Loi-^, 
appears aL Kqipel's Court Mar- 
tial, vL 268. His eai-lj lift, »ii, 
83. Els delsnce of Csptaia 
Baillie, 83. And of Lord GcotgB 
Giordon, 85. His Enbaequent 
carssr and diaracter, 86. 

Estmng, Comte d', sails up the New- 
poi-t viver, vi. 250. ComplaintB 
of iis coarae, 252. Hia procla- 
mation to lie people of Canada, 
2S3. Bednees St. Vincent and 
Graniida, 372. His ohiritter 272 
Eacise Soiome, aceonnt of the n 

isa. 



Fallfland Islands, account of Ibe, t 
276. Invaded by a Spanish 
force, 377. Claimed bj Eng- 
land, 378. ^d restored by 
Spain, 382. Their snbsequent 
fete, 282. 
Ffloeciil Hall, account of, v. 238. 
J'enton, Captain, case of, vi. 194. 
Fordinand of Braiiswiek, Prinos, his 
character, iv. 133. Gains a batlJa 
atCrefeld,140. His aeUon at Bsr- 
fien, 174. His victory at Minden, 
176. His skill and success, 203. 
Gains another battle at Kiroli 
Denkem, 339. And at Liittem- 
betg, 263. Agdn designed for 
General-in-Chief, vi 225, 226. 
Ferdinand "VI. of Spain, his death 

and ehamoter, iv. 181. 
Fsrgnson, Major, a Commander o£ 
Lojal Militia, vii, 47. Defeated 
and killed, 52. 
^ieldiDE, H., his novels, vii. 334. 
^imh, Lord, his speech in defence 
_ of aeele, i. 67. 

i'itjherbert, A., his negotiations at 
Paris, ™.I50. Signs the preUnii- 
nariea with France and Spain, 
S05. RecaUed,208. 
'itspatriek. Colonel E., in the M 
nf deifies, viL 90. Named 
Saeretaiy for Ireland, 1 57. Hia 
i-eports from Dublin, 158, 159. 



France, 101. His eonciiiatorj- 
condncl, 184. His promise to 
the Jacobites, iii. 31. Beluct- 
antJy engages in war, 82. Hia 
Latin eidaniaaon, 130. His 
death, 143. 
Flood, Henry, a leadhjg member of 
the Irish Commons, vii. 151. His 
support of Grattan, 153. Against 
the Koman CatJioLo claims, 166. 
Jealona of Qrattan's renown, 161. 
Fontenoy, battle of, iii. 193. 
Foote, S., his jest on the tarrlngs 
and featherings in America, v. 
264. Eidiculea the taste for the 
OidMaalera, vi. 327. 
Forbes, Duncan, Lord President, 
his character, iii. 215. His 
death, 312. 
Forster, Thomas, heads the rismg in 
Northumbei-hmd, L 160. Sur- 
renders at Preston, 171. Es- 
capes fl'om prison, 198. 
Fox, Henry, placed in ofilee by Pel- 
ham, iii. 157. Hia eonSdenfial 
letters, 243. His speech on the 
Regency Bill, iv. 11 Opposes 
the Marriaga Act, 26. His al^ 
taek upon Hardnicke, 28. His 
cbaraeter, 33. Confers with 
Newcastle, 37. Becomes Secre- 
tary of Sljite, 52. Resigns, 83. 
His conference with Pitt, 84. 
Combmes with Lord Waldegiave, 
105. Beoomea Paymaster of the 
Forces, 108. Undertakes to lead 
the House of Commons, 274, 
Allegations of bribeiy against 
him, V. 10. Ill supported by his 
colleagues, 11. His violent pro- 
jecls, 22. Eaised to tJie Peeiage. 
26. &eHol]and. * 

Fox, Chailes James, assailed by the 
mob, T. 288. His early caieer, 
390. Becomes a Lord of the 
Admiralty, 291. Resigns office 
butacceptsitagain, 311. Kefera' 
to the attack on Franklin, 329. 
His insubordinslioD in oBico, 330, 
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Ksmisfiea by Lord North, 330. 
Hiariang feme, 331. His&ieoa- 
Bhip -with Burke, 331. His 
risng importance, vi. 138. 141. 
206. iDTBigha agiunst the torais 
of Manolieslet and Liverpool, 207. 
Against Lord North, 210. 217. 
Juid agaiiiat Lord Saiidviicli, 260. 
His speech on Economical Ba- 
form, vii, a. And on the Pen- 
Eion List, 7. His duel with M.. 
Ad«n, 9. Appears ataWeatmin- 
Bter MesUng, 12. Supports the 
Hesoluljons of Dunning, 14, 15, 
16. His large views oftoieralion, 
39. Elected for Westminster, 
74. In tlie list of delegates, 
90. Congratulatsa Pitt on his 
first speech, 92. Irregularities 
of his private life, 93. Moves aii 
amendment^ 127. Presses Lord 
North with qnesUons, 130. At 
a Westminster Meeting, 131. In- 
v^gbs agiunst Ministers, 136, 
137. 139, 140. Named Secre- 
tary of State, 144. Hjs reply to 
Eile)i, 167. Concedes the Irish 
demands, 160. Snpports Par- 
Jiamenlajy Eeibrm, 165. Hia 
embarrassing portion, 168. At- 
tempts a negotiation with the 
Dutch, 178. Hia diffirenoes with 
Shelbume, 180. Announces his 
resignation, 1S2. And resigns, 
183. Condemns the terms of 
peace, 203, 204, 205. Had 
never read the " Wealth of Na- 
tions," 208. Account of his 
dress, 328. 
Fianaa, Sr Philip, his rise and cha- 
racter, T. 220. Proofe of his 
identity with Junius, 222. Sis 
notes of Chatham's Ep»eehes 223 
Kamed a member of Council m 
Baigal, vii. 238. His differences 
with Hastings, 262—267 His 
arrogant temper, 269 Bis piit- 
fligate smoni's, 260 Iieseuts 
the conduct of Impny 267 Dis 
pnlea the authority nf the Goier 
nor-Genetal, 268. 273. Opposes 



BiB Bspsdition to Gohnd, 279. 
His duel with Hastings, 279, 
He retnrns to England, 230. 
2S3. His last a«t in India, 288. 
Franklin, Dr., an associate of Sir 
Wiliiani Kath, v. 176. Agent 
for Peimsylvania in London, 83, 
- ■ ■■ -amp Act, 



His 



Ex- 



it the Bar of the House 
of Commons, 136. His remark 
upon Wilkes and George HI., 
234. And upon " the Bos- 
hm people," 236. '" " " ' 



^ 322. 



onduct 



respect to Whatal/s lett 
325. Appears befbre the Privy 
Counul, 326. Fiercely assuled 
by Wedderbnm, 327. His un- 
ruffled demeanour, 323. Story 
of hia coat, 328. His interviews 
with Chatham, vL 23. 35. Be- 
flecyon upon him fVom Saidwioli, 
27. His conferences with Howe 
and Ba Ly 30 B turns to 
Amen™ 40 His le (o Mr. 
Strahan 63 His vis to the 
camp a C mhndg 66 Assists 
in be Dec nrati n of Indepen- 
den e, Jb H s E ory of " John 
Thompaoi, Hatter 97 His 
inte ew w eh Lo d H we, 112. 
SentonaniE. n to France, 119. 
His apologne m the Pennsylvauia 
Convention, 123, Falsely accu- 
sed by John the Painter, 143. 
WeU received at Versailles, 148. 
His note to the English ambas- 
sador, 150. His remai'k on the 
loss of Philadelphia, 161. Cor- 
responds with David Hartley, 207. 
Concludes a treaty with France, 
209. His Cicenlar in behalf of 
Captain Codfc, 294. Favotur 
shown him at Paris, vii. 80. 
His "second serpent," 126. Ne- 
gotiates with Mr. Oawald, 179. 
His apologue on De Grasse'a de- 
f»^l, 181. Hia negotial^ions ra- 
npwed, 197. 199. Signs Iha 
Provisional Articles, 200. 
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Frederick IL of Prussia, his aeees- 
fjon and oharaiiter, iii. 77. In- 
vades Silewa, 78. BeJBCts oret- 
toi^s of i^ccnoiliatioD, 81. Con- 
clodes a peace, 128. Aj;ain at 
vax, 181. Agun concludes a 

F^aca, 199. itjs enppoct of ilia 
retendBT, iv. 72. Hia sarcasms 
agaiast Madame de Faiopadour, 
75. Commences tlie Seven Tears 
War, 78. His vigilant adminis- 
tration, 80. " His bnltlea at 
Pragne, li3. At Kolin, lU. 
At Rosbach, 119. Ajid at Lea- 
then, 112. Besieges Olmiita, 141. 
A victor at Zorndorf, 142. De- 
feated at Hochkirehen, 144. And 
at Kuueradorf, 170. Disaster ' 



His 

odea, 176. His sysiem of 
finance, 197. And of reoniitinE, 
197. Besieges Dresden, 199. 
Gives battle at Liegnita, 200. 
And at Toi^au, 201. His loss 
of Scliireidnitz, 22fi. And of 
Colbrag, 223. Hia Fssentment 
aganst Lord Bute, 3S2. Be- 
C0V61B Sehwaidnitii, 262. Con- 
clude peace, 277. Hia con- 
tinued resentment against Eng- 
land, V. 164. Joins in the par- 
tition of Poland, 316. His mock 
commentaries upon Blue Beard, 
vi. ail. Stories enrrent upon 
himself in Italy, 312. 

Frederick, Priraje of Walea, amves 
in England, ii. 126. Jans the 
Opposition, 199. ffifi maniage, 
201. Complaints of his nancw 
income, 202. Conveys the Prin- 
cess from Hampton Court, 204. 
la wholly estranged from liis 
father, 206. Message to him, iii. 
99. Again appears at Court;, 
1 14. His intercession for Flora 
Macdonald, 315. In Opporition, 
iv. 2. His death, 10. 

French language, study of, in Eng- 
land, i. 18. 

Friendly Islands, aecoimt of the, vi. 



VOLUMES. Iv 

3age, General, sent to comnuu^d at 
Boston, vi. 7. Beset with iif. 
tjcnlties, II. Beceivea rein- 
forcements, 12. Sends out an 
eiqiedition to Concorf, 38, 37. 
His agreement with tlie people at 
Boston, 29. Issues a poclama- 
tion, 54. Directs the hattle of 
Bnnkec's Hill, 55. His offiiaal 
repoii of the numbei-s, 59. Causes 
of his inactivity, 6C. Betnma to 
England, 67. 

Gmnsborough, his career as an 

Gart«r, present state of the, con- 

aidered, iv. 489. 
Gaecoigne, Sir Thomas, abjures the 

Eomaii CathoUc ^tb, vii. 75. 
Gaspee, achooner, case of the, v. 320. 
Gates, General Horatio, enters the 
Ameritan service, vi. 52. Com- 
manda ag«nst Burgoyne, 173. 
176. Hia negotiations, 182. 
184. 186. Ccnelndes the Con- 
vention of Saiatoga, 186. His 
courtesy and kindness, 187. 
Jealons of Washington, 192. 
Placed in the Boai-d of War, 
242. Again i«moved from it, 
343. Sent to the Carolinaa, vii. 
49. Defeated at Camden, 51. 
Eecalled, 102. 
Gaultier, Abh^ his secret missicn to 

England, i. 31. 
Gay, John, hia resentment against 
Queen Caroline, ii. 230. His 
Beggar's Opera, 230. 
George I, liis writ demanded as 
DukaofCambridga,!. 76, Hia 
letter to Queen Anne, 80. His 
accession, 94. His character, 99. 
Arrives in England, 102. Hia 
first measures, 103. Hiacorona- 
tion, 114. Goes to Germany, 
212. Hia displeasui-e with 
Townshend and Walpole, 235. 
Betuma to England, 265. F.S- 
tranged from hia son, 294. Their 
reconciliation, ii. 3. His illness 
and death, 164. Account of his 
conacrt, 165. Hia will, 168. 
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Ivi kde; 

George II. as Prince of Wales, ei- 
tolled by the Oppoation, i. 245. 
Estranged from his father, 294. 
Becomes recondled, ii. 2. Hb 
att«mpt to BOB lus mother, 110. 
Succeeds fo the IhrODC, 111. 
His chaiactei', 113. SeGcieDcj 
in his Civil List, 12& Goes h) 
Germanj, iii. 143. HJa conduct 
at Dettingen, 147. Beturns to 
Bighinii, 153. His partiiJity 
ftr Carleret, 184. He Ids t 
Hie Pelhams, 186. Goe t G 
nwiiy, 199. Hastens h 1: t 
London, 243. Goes g to 
Germany, iv. 4S, Eet 52 

His cooversatjon ^ith In gra d 
eon, 54. His remark on Adm al 
Sysg, 73. And on a ] b 11 
priuter, 86. His Hanove a, 

91. CompldiB of Ptt and 
Temple, 98. OfNewcasI 107 
AndoflheDokeof Cmnb 1 d 
116. His sudden death, 204 
Superstition respecting him, 204. 
Hie fonetal, 211. 

Oeoi^ in. as Piince of Wales, his 
expres^on at his father's death, 
iv. la ffiaaieiMon to the Prin- 
cess of Branswid:, 53. Attans 
his m^'ority, 81. Succeeds to 
the throne, 206. His character, 
206. His great piFpalarilj, 214. 
Miuries, 223. And is crowned, 
223. His early passion for Lady 
Sarah Napier, v. 12. Confers 
withMr.Pitt,36. 38,39. Hiseoo- 
nomy complained of, 54. His 
domestic virtues, 54. Falls dan- 
gerously ill, 96. Suggests a Be- 
geucy Bill, 96. Applies to the 
Dnke of Cumbetlanii 100. Re- 
instates his old Ministers, 106. 
UpbrMded hy the Dake of Bed- 
ford, 107. Accepts Loid Eook- 
ingham, 109. Sees Lord Bute 
ibrthe last time, in. His view 
of American afibtfs, 139. Names 
Pitt Prime Minister, 157. And 
Earl of Chatham, 160. His 
letters to Otuitiiam, 183. 189. 



203. The debts upon his Ciiii 
List, 230. Address to him from 
Lord Mayor Beokford, 273. His 
displeasure with Foi, 330. His 
answer to &e City Addresses, ri. 
69. His steady risistance to the 
Colonies con^ereit, 100. Debts 
upon his CiTil List, 139. His 
letters to Loi-d North, 221. 225. 
Visits the fleet at Portsmouth, 
256 His courageous determi- 
lati 6S Zealous to promote 

ya^ f 1 5C veiy, 279. A 
p.tro f tl Royal Academy, 
322 P ef Eamsay to Rey- 

Id 325 His notJce of Laa- 
«el t B 330 Suspected of 

P p 7 VI 17 His firamess in 
th t. 1 t 82. Ejects 

th t m f Opposi^on, 73. And 
th rt e. fNeelter,eO. His 
f rt t d t th ws trom Toi-k- 



151. His fiist i. 



I tCmster Irom the 1 
209. His 1 



Stat( 

Wari-enHaslings, 361. His taste 
for farming, 330. CciTesponds 
with Arthur Young, 33S. 

Geraldino,. the Spanish Envoy hi 
London, iL 270. 

Gem™ne, Lord George (see Saolc- 
ville, Lffl-d G.), his dnel with 
Governor Johnstone, T. 384. 
Named Secretary of State, Tl. 71. 
His intended retimment, 313. 
Reoeives a prtjeot from Arnold, 
vii. 106. His accounts of Lord 
Moitli and the Eing, 126. De- 
clai-ea the mianimity of Ministers, 
130. Enised to tlie peerage aa 
Viscount Saokvilie, 138. 

Gibbon, E^ his character of Fos, v. 
332. Describes Lord North's 
coneiliatoiy scheme, vi. 31. His 
" Justifying Memorial," 264. 
His life and writings, 305. Com- 
pared with Hume, 307. His at- 
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Olei^iel, action at, L 335. 

Gloncester, WiWia.m Duke of, his 
nmrriage viih the OoimteBS Dow- 
ager of Wald^i-ai^, v. 306. His 
convei-aation at Metz, vi. 152. 

GljuD, Seijennt, appeal's as conDsei 
for mifces, V. 194. Elected for 
MddleseK, 196. Wllita not lib 

Goddiri, General, lis career in 
India, rii. 275, 277. 

Goldsmitli, Dr., his iHuks and con- 
TorsatiiHi, vi. 317. Hiatwoinlea 
for a connoisseur, 327. His Vi- 
cai- of Watefield, tii. *83. 

Gordon. Lord Gaufio, his Duiden 
speeob in Farliunent, vi. 336. 
Hie eareer and oliaraoteri 240. 
Chosen Preradent of the Protest- 
ant AsBoeiations, 361. Opposes 
Burke's BiU for Economical Ke- 
^m, viL 6. Bib sill; speeches, 
16. Convenes ths Protestant 
Associators, 17. Marches vith 
tieni toWhitelial!, IB. pL-esenls 
t^e great Protestant petition, 21. 
Threatened bj two Colonels, 22. 
Disavows the riots in his name, 
25. His tame snbnus^on, 26. 
Sent to Uie Tower, 35. His trial 
delayed, 41. 82. Defended by 
Erskine, 85. And Rcqiiitt«d, 86. 

Gortz, Baron, his rise and clinractei', 



G E 1 d 1 nes the offers of 
fh th m 1 2. BecomesLord 
P es d t 165 Defends the 
G ment f mplojring savage 



Ee; 



1 4 



tarj of Slat< 



irst 



Lord of the Treasury, 158. 
Memoirs, 159, 168. His recom- 
mendation of Burke, 171. His 
interview with Chatham, 133. 
BecomeE, m Gtct, Prime Ifinisler, 
184. His TisiC at Hayes, 201. 
His letters to Chatham, 203. 
His chanuit«r, 205. Outvoted in 
Cabinet, 342. Assailed by Chat- 



3, 252. His 



I, 247. 
altercation with Chatham, 258. 
Accepts the Privy Seal, 292. 
Ii«signsi(,vi.71. His accounts of 
Gliatbam, 203. Overtures made 
tahimandhisti'iends,262. A^ain 
Lord Privy Seal, viL 144. Dis- 
satisfied with Shelbnrne, 185, 205. 

Granby, Marqnis of, leads the ca- 
valry at Minden, iv. 175. His 
conduct at Lord Geoige Saolt- 
ville's trial, ISO. An eicellent 
officer, 2{)3. Leads the left wing 
at Kii-ch Denlcern, 229. And 
tlie right wins; at Lilttembnrg, 
263. Named Mastei- of tlie Ord- 
nance, v. 29.. Proposed as Com- 
mander-in-Chief, 106. Reagns 
bb amploymeats, 250. His death, 
276. 

Gi'anby, Marqnis of, aflerwards 
fi>uitb Dnke of Rutland, an ad- 
herent of Ciiatham, vi. 205. 
Conveys a message to Hayes, 
225. His friendship with the 
yonnger Pitt, vii. 77. 

Gi'anvjlle, Earl (see CaJ'teret), his 
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dififerenees with his Eollragues, iii. 
134. Diemiffled from olUce, 1S6. 
His coup demaia Ibrpwer, 299. 
Becomes President of ttie Council, 
iv. 17. Electa the offers of 
HeweastlB, 83. His remsric on 
Fitt, 88. Hia speech in Cabinet, 
241. His death, 272. 
Gcasse, Comte do, ui conimBnd of a, 
Frenoli fleet, vii. 98. Appears in 
the Cheaapcalt, 113. His gveat 
ship the Ville de Pnria, 1 1 5. 
Confers with Washington, 115. 
Asdste in the reduction of St. 
Kit's, 134. Plans the oonq^ueat 
of Jamaica, 172. Pm'sued bj 
Eodney, 173. Great victoij 
g^ned over him, 174. Disgraced 
at home, 176. 
Gi'attan, Henry, his rise and charac- 
ter, Tii. 149. Moves for tlio Freo 
TradBofIreland,l5a. Andforher 
legislative eqnalilj, 154. Snpporta 
ihe Komsn Catholic claims, 156. 
His unprecedented form of snm- 
mons, 156. Fefnses all dela;, 
158. His great epeeeh, 158. 
His tiinmjliant success, 159. 
Popular gratJtnae to him, 160. 
His cloang years, 162. 
Gmj, T., his academical clalrns,T. 
22. His lampoons npon Lord Bote, 
27. And upon Lorf Sandwich, 
60. His greater poems vi 31 8 
Greene, General, commands at 
Bi™kljn, vi. 109. D aabled hy 
illnaEs, 109. His advice to 
Washington, US. Geporti the 
infamous conduct" of some troops 
114. Protests agwnst the cour'a 
ofiyEstaing,£51. Leftmcom 
niand of Washington's army vn 
56. Presides at the tiial of 
Andrf 66. His conftrencB wifh 
Oeii8ralBo!ierlBOn,67. Of scanty 
eclncnljun, 70. Ill command of 
the southern army, 109. His 
character, L02. His BOtive and 
judicious conduct, 104. Gives 
battle at GniUbtd, 105. And at 
Hobkiii's ffill, 108, His de- 



nunciations on the ease of Hayne, 
109. His action at the Entavr 
Springs, 110, Reconj^uei's Geor- 
gia, Ul. Hia aosDunt of his 

Granville, George, a candidate foe 
UiB Speake/a chair, It. 247. 
Becomes Secretary of State, 258. 
DilKra on the negotiations at 
Paris, 271. Transferred to the 
Admiralty, 274. His ricknama 
ot " the Gontle Shepherd," v, 16. 
Becomes Prime Minister, 28. His 
charncler, 34. Crisis in his 
admmistralion, 36. S8. 40. His 
defence of G^ieral Wonants, 51. 
His vindiotiva measures, 53. 
Attempts to tai America, SI. 85. 
Carries ^e Stamp Act, 87, Hia 
conduct on the Eegenoy Bill 97. 
His d ss 1 t d d 103 
Pats ib rd w den da 106 
DJsmIs i f m olHc 109 H 
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3 SEVEN VOLUMES. 



lix 



Halifai, Charles Montagu, Eatl of, 
his deatli and character, J. 133. 

Halifai, GeorgB Doiit, Eari of, 
becflines Lord Lieutenant of 
Irelimd, It. 21S. And Sectelary 
of State, 274. His character, v. 
28. Hia eiaminatiim of Wlkea, 
31. Mismanages Uie Eegencj 
Bill, 97. His oondurt while in 
Ii'dand, 98. 122. Action brought 
against him hj Wilies, 234. Hia 
death, 272. 

Halifax, in Movft ScolJB, founded, ir 

Hamilton, 'miliam Gorard, his 
" single speeoli," iv. 55. Qnat- 
lels wifli Burke, r. 149. 

Hancock, John, a mei-choiit at 
Boston, T. 236. His sloop tlie 
"Liberty" seised, 236. Chosen 
President of Coiigreaa, yi. 41. 
Besigns, 166. 

Hanover, tceatj of, ii. 81. ItsforCTd 
neutrality, iii. 83. 94. Troops of, 
taken into British pay, 1S6. Close 
ofthat atiptdati™, 191- Troojs 



Hardy, Sir Charles, in command of 
the Channel tleot, vi 269. Per- 
forma bis dnty well, 270. 

Hsrgreaves, Jamas, his inventivo 
genius, v. 3. Escapes from his 

HoriegHJn, story of the dog, ii. 37. 
42. 

Hatley, Lord Mayor, hateful to the 
met, T. 195. 

Harris, Sic James, his diplomatic 
career in Spain, ». 279, 282. 

Harrington, Lord, (seeVI. Stanhope), 
beoonies Secretary of State, ii. 
152. His wartike leanings, 271. 
Created an Earl, and appinted 
Lord Prcfident, iii. 114. Again 
Secretary of State, 1S6. Hia 
diifecances with Lord Bath, 295. 
Becomes Lord Lieutenant of Ii-e- 
iand 3" 3 
Harllej Da^id rel eves theAmer can 
prisoners ti 207 H s mo on 
for peace m S9 His mission to 






is benerdent a 



Harcourt, Lord Chancellor, Ins ui- 
terview with Baron Sehnts, i. 76. 
Displaced by Lord Cowper, 103. 
His character, ii. 53. 
Haiiwurt, General, afterwards Eafl, 
his anrprise and rapture of Lee, 
vi.ia7. 
Hardwicke, Lord (see P. Yorke), be- 
comes Chief JnsWce, ii. 169. 
And Chancellor, 203. His war- 
like apceoli, 271. Opposfs the 
■VntJiesaes Indemnity Bill, iii. 122. 
Hia charnoter, 133. ffis account 
of the lOng's Tia«a, 184. His 
attack upon Fos, iv. 28. Raised 
to an Earldom, 38. Beaigns the 
Great Seal, S3. Opposes tlie ei- 
tenaioD of theHabeiisCoijiusAct, 
125. His speech againat tfie 
Peace of Paris, 276. Eefuaos to 
present the Address from Cam- 
bridge, y. 41. His death, 58. 
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Hastioga Warren named lbs first 
Go e-nor General of Inlia, t 
238 H 8 cliaraete 24 Ha 
caiaer m peace, 245 — 265 And 
in war "Ti—soa Cha g-s 
aginat hm m England, 303 
Close of his government m India, 

Haatings, Mrs., detmls of her first 
and second mariiage, vii. 265. 

Hawke, Admiral, afterwards Loi-d. 
hia fictoiT off Belleisle, iiL 330. 
Instructions to him, iv. 48. Sent 
to the Mediterranean, 72. And 
to tha mouth of the Charente, 
109. His blockade of Bi-est, 148. 
His grrat vietory off Qiiibei'on, 
168. 

Hawley, General, his charsoter, iii. 
284. Deieated at Falkiik, 289. 
Foremost in every cruelty, 311. 

Hayne, Colonel Isaac, tried and es- 
eonied, vii. 109. 



Hcsedb, Google 



Hcatno, Samuel, his jonrney to the 

Coppermine Bivet, vi. 298. 
Healli, General, his iidic;u1oiis aSair 

at Eiugebtidge, vi. 133. 
Henley, CoIodhI, Ms outrageouB 

cDoduct, Ti. 194. 
Heniy, Patriclr, his polilioal cai-eer 
Biid oharaoter, v. 89. Sgns the 
non-unportation agi-eement, 262. 
Heads the democratie party in 
Virginia, 320. His speecli in the 
VlrgmiB OonTBHtion, vL 61. 
Chosen GoreniOT, 123. 
Hert>oi% Colonel, eflerminls Loivi 
Porohester, his high eprit, vii. 
26. 
Hervey, Lord, his duel with Pulte- 
noy, ii. 156. His aceonnt of 
Qneeii Caroline's death-bed, 209. 
A writer of pamphlets, 226, Be- 
comes Lord Privy Seal, iii. 21, 
Intrigoea agunst Walpole, 99. 
His speech on the Gin Act, 142. 
His death, 158. 
Hessians, hiring of, vi. 86. Jest of 

Frederick IL npon them, 87. 
Highwnymen, aceonnt of the, vii. 

Hillsborough, Earl of, appoidled to 
the Boai'd of Tra^e, v, 41. Be- 
comes the third Seoretaiy of State, 
185'. His administration of Co- 
lonial affsitB, 336, 237. 240. His 
circuhir letter, 242. Retires fhim 
olKce, 320. Opposes Loi-d Nortli's 
Bills, vi. 218. Again Hotepts the 
3enlsi,278. Assaled in the Gor- 

Hoadley, Bishop, conttoversr with, 
i. 303. 

Hogartii, character of his paintings, 
vi. 824. 

Holland, Henry, Lord (see Fox), his 
retirement at Klngsgale, v. 37. 
His remark on the Spitalfields 
riots, 103. Sues to Ciiotliam for 
an Eaildom, 290. Pays his son 
Charles's debts, 330. 

Holroyd, Colonel, afterwards Lord 
Sheffield, his spirited coddnct, in 
the House of Commons, vii. 22. 



Coramanas Uie Militia in Hoibora, 



Sir Samnel, hia action 
le I'reneb ships, vii. 98. 
- '- ■ "'r H. Clmton, 



His bold mi 



!ia 



in.Eodney'fl viotoij, 173, 174, 
Eeceives aji Irish peerage, 177, 
Home (Tooke), Jchli, his controversy 
with Jnnius, v. 215. And with 
Wilkes, 299. Proceedings sgamst 
■■'- """ His tJial foi- libel, ri. 



s the blockade 



145. 

Hosier, Admiral, ra 
of Porto Bello, iL 107. 

Howard, John, Iiis life and cha- 
racter, vii, 341. His benevDleiit 
eiertims, 342—344. Publishes 
two books on Prisons, 344. His 
death, 345. 

Howe, Admiral (Loi-d), captures the 
Aleide and the Lys, iv. 46. His 
intervieiss with Fi-anklin in Lon- 
don, vi. 30. Sent to Amei'lca, 
90. His pacific objects, 91. Hia 
letters to Washington, 108. His 
repoituponBrookljn,lIO. Sands 
a message to Congress, 112. 
Confers with their delegates, 112. 
Eednces the Delawai-e defences, 
161. 164. Sails in pnrsnit of 
D-Eslaing, 251. In command of 
the Channel fleet, vii. 186. E&. 
lievea Gihrnltar, 196, 
Howe, General (Sir William), sent 
to America, vi, 58, Leads tha 
troops at Bunker's Hill, fig. 
Sncceeda to the chief command, 



His Nova Scoaa qi_, 

Carries on the war, 116. 124— 
128. 137, 157—163. Recalled 
to Enghind, 219. Farting fes- 
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Hnma, Darid, Ms acconnl of Prince 
CbsL-ltB, iu. 171. His own life 
amlitritings,Ti.303. Compared 
witli Gibbon, 307. Enduring 
fmueofhis History, 309. 

Huntingdon, Countess of, a patron 
of the MaUiodiats, ii. 258. 

Hnntnigton, W., aseounts of his 
bojidi ignorane«, Til. 332. 

Hiwke, Qenetal, bia description of 
American appmntmenta, y, 240. 

Hutcbinson, Lieut.-GoYeraor, ad- 
ministers tbe colony of Maasa- 
cbuaatts, t. 263. GsmoTOS fb« 
troops to Castlfl William, 268. 
Beset with oontroverBiea, 271. 
His ibaracter, 321. His letters 
to Whately, 324. Recalled, vi. 7. 

Ejder All, General -io-Chief, iv. 
347. SoTBtagn of Mysore, Tii. 
337. His war agdnst tbe En- 
glisb, 228. Concludes peace, 
231. His i^n and cbaraeter, 
231. Hia -waiUke preparations, 
284. He invades tlie Camatie, 



Imhoff, Baron, account of, vii. 266. 

Impey, Sir Elijali, a eehoolfellow of 
Hastings, vii. 245. His conduct 
in tbe case ot Nuncomar, 257, 
2S8. Deiades between tbe claim- 
ants lor power, 264. His dif- 
fereneeawitbHastings.aSl. How 
reconwled, 282. His visit to 
Lucknow, 299. Cbai-gfs against 
biin, 303: Eecalled to England, 
303. 

India, rise of the Britisb empire in, 
iv. 280 — 351. Vast scbemes of 
Cbatham foi- its goremment, v. 
171. 173. 181. Teas supplied 
by its Company, 266. 318. 320. 
Its grawtb luid prepress, vii. 211 
—310. 

Inns in England, account of tie, ui. 
B9.( vii. 314. 

Inverness, John Hay, titular Lord, 
tlie lavouritfl of the Pi-etender, 



IL 88, Eiiled to Avignon, 132. 
HJsdoitb, iii.26. 

Ireland, general state of, in 1713, 
L 63. In 1758, iv. 1S6. In 
1765,T.121. Views of Cbatbara 
for its government, 165. Its 
sffiui>3inl770,a74. Froml77a 
tiil783,vii. 146— 163. 

Isia, Earl of, his obaracter, iii. 158. 

Jacobites, account of the, i. 13. 
Tbrir correspondence Ii-equently 
disclosed, ii. 148. Then: estinc 
tion as a party, iii. 355. For a 
short time revived, iv. 7. 

Jay, John, bia views upon New 
York, vi. 1 13. Chosen President 
of Congress, 275. Arrives at 

Jefieison, Thomas, bis aecount of 
Patrick Henry, v. 89. Sgns the 
non-importation agreement, 262. 
Heads the democratic party in 
Tirginia, 320.i vi. 9. Draws up 
the Deehiiation of Independence, 
96,97.104. Declines the mission 
to France, 120. la Governor of 
Virginia, vii. 107. His escape 
from Lord Comwallis, 107. 

Jekyll, Sir Joseph, his diaraoter, iL 
163. 

Jenkins's ears, fable of, ii. 268. 

Jenkinson, Cbai'lte, his political 
career, v. 21. 

Jersey, descents of the French upon, 
vi. 272.; vii. 93. 

Jews, Act for their Hatnralization, 
iv. 24. Eopealed next Session, 
3S. InsorlpUon on thar houeea 
in the Gordon riots, vii. 30. 

" John the Painter," his incendiary 
fires, vL 142, 143. Tried and 

Johnson, Dr., impugns Uie dramatic 
unities, ii. 213. His aeconnt of 
Savage, 224. Secdves a pension, 
V. 31. His aanasm upn George 
Gi'enville, 58. His opinion of 
Burke, 153. Of Chatham, 162. 
Of -Thurlow, 275. And of Wcd- 
derburn, 299. His remark upn 
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Omai, vi. 392. Tlio ficst to stem 
tlie tide of infidelity in that age, 
313. Upholds tlie dignify of 
litaratnre, 314. A fcundar of 
"the Clab," 315. Daaeribas the 
Gordon riots, vii. 30,31. His 
Iif9iit0st6ra,316. HisEafKeks, 
326. Recommends the philosO' 
phy of trade, 336. 
Johiiotone, Goveraor, his duel with 
LoM G. Germaine, v. 384. Sent 
a CommisfJonBr to America, Ti. 
223. His corresponiienM with 

Jones, Panl, threatens the British 
coasts, .i. 271. Well received in 
Holbnd, -vii. 44. ComplrnientB 
p^ him in France, 80. 

" Junius," first appearance of, T. 
312. His merits as an author, 
317. Who was Junius? 219. 

Kempcnfeldt, Admiral, his unsuc- 
cessful expedition, Tji. 132. Lost 
'a the B^ai George, 186. His 






r, 187. 



Kendal, Duchesa of, account of the, i. 
213. Her rapaiHtj, 336. i ii. 30. 
Her cabals with Bolingbroke, 51. 
Sides witli WaJpole and Towns- 
hend, S6. Gwned over hj Bo- 
lingbrote, 107. Her grief at tlis 
death of George L, 109. 

Kennett, Loid Major, his want of 
firmness, rii. 24. Tried and con- 
victed !<>r neglect, 37. 

Kent^ the landscape gardener, ac- 
count of, vi. 329. 

Keppel, Admiral, sfterwards Lord, 
li^ conduct at Byng's trial, iv. 94. 
Eednces Goree, 132. Attacks 
Belleisls, 233. In command of 
the Ghannel fleet, vi. 255. His 
action off Ushant, 356. Court 
martial on him, 367. Resigns 
his commaad, 259. His sullen 
complMDls, 271. Elected fbr Sur- 
rey, vii. 74. His genei-oaly to 
ErsfcinB, 85. Named First Lord 
of IheAdiniraitr, 144. Sends ont 
Bodney's i-ecall, 173, His cou- 



fassions to the Duke of Giafton, 
182. 186. 
Kilmarnock, Earl <£, joins Prince 
Charles, iii. 235. His trial and 

King Charles's Day, debate upon, t. 



him m' London, iv. 8. Keceived 

at St. James's, v. 22. 
" King's Friends," account of the 

part? so called, V. 115. Charges 

agiunsttheni,118. Their gi-ounds 

of defence, 119. 
Koseiuako, Thaddeus, employed in 

America, vi. 151. Plans the lines 

on Behmus's He'ights, 176. 

La Fayette, Marquis de, bis cha- 
racter, vi, 151. Pioeeeds to 
America, 165. His advice to a 
preacher, 156. Wounded at the 
Brandywina, 159. His visit at 
Eedbant,164. IBs opinion of the 
Congress hitriguoa, 242. De- 
signed fin- Canada, 243. His post 
on Barren Hill, 244. His chal- 
lenge to Lord Carlisle, 248. Goes 
back to Franco, 365. Complains 
of the disputes in Congi-ess, 277. 
His return to the American army, 
vii. 54. EiclamatioD of Wash- 
ington to him, 65. Takes part 
in the tiial of Audr^, 66. His 
education much neglected, 70. 
Sent with a detachment to Vir- 
ginia, 101. His escape from Lord 
Comwallis, 107. Takes part in 
the siege o{ York-town, 1 16. 

LaUy, Gomle de, his command in 
India, iv. 340. Takes and razes 
Fort St. David, 341. Besieges 
Madras, S42. Compelled to re- 
treat, 843. Defeated at Wande- 
wash, 345. Surrenders Fondi- 
cherry, S4B. Tried and beheaded 
inFiTuice, 349, 350. 

Laurens, Henry, elected President of 
Congress, vi 166. Eetues from 
ot&e, 275. Taken prisoner at 
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Law, John, liis " Syotfim at Pans 
iL 8. His Mure and flight, 9 

Lawlees, Sir Patnok, agent of Spain 
in tondon, L 75. 

Lawrenca, Major, his ommand a 
India, ir. 299. 310 313 

Layer, Chriatophei', a 1 ad r J 
cobits coiis]araior, 35 A 
i^ted, 36, Tried a d esecated 

Lee, Arthnr, acceimt f h iiuau a 
to Spain, ri. 149. 

Lee, General Charles, enters the 
American Bervies, vi. 53. Sent to 
South Carolina, 88. Made pri- 
soner in the Jerseys, 127. Ex- 
changed, 1 58 Deaimed for Com 
Diandar in Chief 242 Hi- fill 
nre at the battle of Manmonth, 
250. Complains of the Ame 
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S7. 



Lee, Geneial Honry 

Fanlns Hook, Ti 2Vd nis'Hiiugu 
ler of the lojahsts Til IDS 

Legge, Heniy, becomes Chancellor of 
the Eichequei, ly 32 Prides 
iiimselfonbengaWhig 42 Re 
fuses to carry out tlio HesRinn 
Subsidy 50 Dismissed ST 
Again in ofhce 85 Agam dis 
miseed, IDO Beinstated lOS 
Displaced 218 His de»th and 
diftiacter v 59 

Lestflck, Admiral hia action off Ton 
Ion, iii 17S His ei-pedxtion to 

LevBna, garien at, deacnbed t 329 

Lewis, Erasmus the confidant of 
Lord Olfffld, L 8T. Engages m 
the Jacobite conspi-acy, 142. His 
timidity, ii. 31. 

Libels, votes of the Honse of Com- 
mons against, L 50. 

Ligonier, Sir John, afterwards Earl, 
a prisoner at Lanffeld, iii. 333. 
Overtures to Urn fiom De Saxe, 
335. Eemored from tlie Ord- 



peerij 



Bnt obtains 



Generil Beniimj 
bravery vi 179 Jona 
attack of Sa\annali 2-2 
renders at Chaileslon t 
Ei-olianged 103 Re^i 
English pr ■ "" 



Torfe ti 



Literatmfl, account of. In the reign 
f George II, ii. 210—234. In 

the ragn of George IIL, vL 803— 

320. 
Lodiiel, Donald Cameron of, his 

character, iii. 28. Jcdna Prince 

Charles at Scotland, 209. Em. 

barlts with him for France, 

Lockhart^ of Camwalh, brings up 
a "high monai-ehicaJ address" 
from Edinburgh, i. 60. Cor- 
responds wilh the Pi-efender, iL 
91. 120. Hie death, iii. 233. 

London, rapid incieaea of, Tii. 337. 

Lorda, House of,ciBnpoBitioii in 1713, 
1 43. 

Lotteries, account of, vii. 323. 

Loudoun, Ear! of, commands in 
North America, iv. 112. Re- 
cilled, 133. 

Loughborough, Lord (see Wedder- 
bum), hia conduct on the Spewal 
Commission, vii. 40. His able 
defence of Clive, 240. 

Louis XrV., hie death and characler, 
1 140. 

Louia XV., his character, iiL 143. 
His illness at Meta, ISO. His 
courage at Fontenoy, 196. Ac- 
count of his Court and iamilT, iv. 
231. His death, vi. 9. 

Louis XVI., his accessloa and fir^ 

Lonisbui^, reduced by the people of 
Newlnglaud, iiLaOO. 

Lovflt, Lord, retakes Inverness, i. 
1 79. His cabals, iii. 28. WavBre 
between both parties, 219. 253. 
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His £rEt and last meetiog irith 
Frinue Charles, 309. DiEcovered 
and seized, 312. His tiisl and 

IiOwCher, Sir James, manies a 

daughter of Lord Bute, v. 22. 

His character, 139. Complains 

of the frequent^ of dnels, vii. 10. 

Brings Pitt into Farliamect, 77. 

Hie matiaa fbr pesoe, 130. 
Lucas, Dr., his political career in 

Ireland, T. 121. 
Lnltrell, Colonel H^ a candidate for 

Mddlesex, y. 231. Declared Iha 

atting memlier, 332. 
LyttJeton, Geor|;e, allerwai'da Lord, 

hisouteet in public life, iL 201. 

Becomes Chancellor of the Ei' 

chequer, ir. 57. A Peer, 84. 

His lemailc on Wilkes's pai-odies, 



Maeartnej, Lord, his goremment of 
Madras, vii. 304. 

Macclesfield, Lard Chancellor, hin 
trial, iL 70. 

Macdonald, Flora, her assistimce to 
Prince Charles, jii. 314. Her 
imprisonment in London, 315. 

Madnt^isb, Brigsdier, his expedition, 
i. I6L Hia attempt upon Edin- 
burgh, 163. Marches to EbIeo, 
166. Hia Bnrreader at Preston, 
172. His escape ii-om prison, 

Machaj, Colonel, his account of the 
American discontents, t. 265. 

Mackenzie, Alexander, his enter- 
prise in Noi-th America, ii. 299. 
Difiwisers a new and large rirer, 



167. 
Maclean, Donald, verdict of Wilful 

Murfar against him, T. 195. 
Mac Ken, Miss, case of, vi. 171. 
MaJiomed Eoza Khan, promoted hj 

Clive, TiL 223. Arrested at 



midnight, 247. Agan set free, 
247. 

Malion, Charles, Lord, a candidate 
for Westminster, vi. 19. His 
love of science, 24. Conveys a 
message te Franklin, 24. Con- 
fers with the Duke of Richmond, 
211. Attends Chatham in tho 
House of Lords, 229. Chairman 
of the Kent Committee, vii. 3. 
Of Berviee in the Gordon riots, 22. 
Enters Parliament, 76. Moves an 
amendment, 82. In (lie list of 
delegates, 90. His Bill ag^sb 
bribarj, 169. 

Mains, Duka and Dnebess du, tli^r 
conspiraoj, i. 320. Both ari'ested, 

Maitland, Lord, his dmracter In Par- 
liamant, vii. 77. 

Malt Tax m Scotbind, rioto caused 
by the, ii. 68. 

Manchester, Duke of, liis negotia- 
tions at Paris, vii. 208. Signs 
the definitjve treaties, 208. 

Manilla Hansom, acconntof the, v. 5 7. 

Mansfield, Lord, and afterwards 
Earl of (see W. Mnrraj), his 
speech on the Eegency Bill, v. 98- 
Confera with the King, 99. IBs 
opinion on Americiui affairs, 
138, 139. 142. Against Lord 
Chatham'sOrderinCoundl,169. 
CHves jude;ment in tha cose of 
Wilkes, 194. His declarations 
at Paris, 199. Inveighs against 
Chatham, 248. Supports the 
Controverted Elections Bill, 262. 
His advice upon the FaUdand 
Islands, 273. Quotes the saying 
of a Swedish Genei-al, vi. 72. 
Presides at the laial d Home 
Tooke, ] 46. Dadai'es that " the 
Tcsael is sinking," 212. His 
unconcern at the death-scene of 
Chatham, 231. Assaliad by tJiB 
Gordon rioters, viL 19. Dnder- 
mtss their strengtli, 24. His 
house taken and fired, 28. His 
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losses, 40. Erstine stands iimi 

agfunst Km, Si. 
MaMon, Dr^ his 119 Sermons npon 

tlie U9th PBaim, i. 25. 
Manufactures, ms and progi-ess oE 

Mar, Eart of, his oomniiniieatioiis 
with BoHnEbi'oke, i. 143. His 
chaiactfr, 144. Enibftrks for 
Scotland, 145. B^ses the stand- 
ard in the Highlands, 147. Gives 
Utae at Sheriffmuir, 173. At- 
tempts Degotiatiim, 179. Beti'eals 
fi'oin Perth, 187. Embarta for 
FrMH«, 189. Ontoftavonrwith 
Jmies, ii. B7. His death, 139. 

Maria Theresa, her accesMon as 
Queen, iii. 76. Seeks refuge in 
Hungary, 84. EnthuMasm in 
her favour, 85. Her conqneat of 
Bavaria, 126. Coiiclndes peace 
with Prussia, 128. Her treaty 
witli England and Sardinia, 1 53. 
Again at war, 181. Her husband 
elected Emperor, 199. Con- 
cludes the Peace of Di-eaden, 
199. Pays eonrt to Madame Se 
Ponipadonr, it. 76. Joins the 
league against Prassia, 78. Be- 
asts the partition of P-^land, v. 
316. Her death, vii. 179. 

Marischal, Earl, lands at Kintail, i. 
335. His escape, 336. Hia 
fiiendahip m later life with Bens- 
Beau, 337. At Madrid, iii, 27. 
ffis vifflt to Prince Charles, 
174. Differenee between them, 
176. His return to England, ir. 
239. 

Marlljorongli, John, Duie of, his 
intrigues with t&e Jacohitca, i. 
14. Amount of his salaries and 
pendens, 20. His friendship for 
Bolingbrcie, 28. EeUras to the 
Continent, 29. His negotiations 
with Stanhope, 57. At Ostend, 
89. Anives in London, 96. 
Ee-appointed Commander-in- 
Chief, 105. Promotes the ac- 
quittal of Lord Oifbrd, 279. His 
death, ii.2& " Hot good at com- 



pliments," v. 211. Hisopinionof 

Ubels, 2S5. 
Marlborough, Sarah, Duchess of, 

proposals oF maiTiDgB to, ii. 28. 

Her death and cbai-acter, iii. 183. 
Marlborough, Charles, second DuJta 

of, commands near St. Malt^ iv. 

137. His myslarions death, 141. 
Marriage Act, account of the, iv. 25. 
Marriott, Sir James, lis pedantao 

folly, vii. 139. 
Mar^n, Commodise, his resolute co 



217. 



Saples, iii 



t of the, V 



Bepealed, 



Mathews, Admiral, Ills action off 
To[ilon,iii. 178. 

Matilda, Queen of Denmarlt, her 
marriage, v. 306. Chaiges against 
her, 807. Aii-ested and im- 
prisoned, 308. Conveyed to the 
Castle of Zell, 309. Her death, 
309. In tears wlien sitting for 
her pictnre, vL 32S. 

Meei- JafSer, in slliance with the 
Enghsh, ir. 326. His oafh to 
Snv^ah Dowlah, 329. AppeaiB 
in the Eugh'sh camp, 333. 
Named Habob of Bengal, 334. 
Deposed, vii. 212. Eeinstated, 

Meer Coira, named Nabob of 
Bengal, vii; 212. His nrnssacTB 
at Pataa. 213. Escapes to the 
Bohiika, 221. 

Meredith, SirW., rescues Lord North 
from the mob, v. 288. Presents 
a Peljtion aganst the Thirtj- 
Nine Articles, 301. 

Metliodism.acoount of, ii.23S— 261. 

Militia Bil^ account of the, iv. 89. 

Minoi-ca reduced bj the French, iv. 
64.70. Inquiry on the Ids of, 100. 
Keatored to as at the peace, 273. 
Again reduced, vii. 93. 135. 

MiscMaaea, account o£ the, rL 245. 

Monsou, Colonel, sent to India, vii. 
238. His diffei-ences with Hast- 
ings, 252— 267. His death, 262. 
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MoDlagiiT ^^ Wortle^, bia diaraci 



Montaga Frederick, his motion 
npon King Charles's Oar, ''■ 302. 
Bis speech upon the Shoreham 



Bill, 7 



. 166. 



Montcalm, ilorqiiis ie, the Fi^ch 
GeneralinCanada, i?. 112. Ke- 
pulses the BiitisU at Ticonderoga, 
135. His character, 150. His 
pnideEt dispoMtJons at Qneheo, 
158. His heroic daiih, 166, 
Moinimeiit to hia memoij, 167. 
Sajing aBcriW to him, vi. 95. 
Had cmplojed the sav^o Indians, 
204. 

Moiitgomety, Colonel, his warEire 
Rgamst Uie Cherotees, iv. 195. 

Montfiomeiy, General, enfora the 
Americim service, vi. 52. Com- 
manda in Canada, 76. Assala 
Quebec, 79. His fell, 79. 

Mordaunt, ^ John, ccmmands a 
saoretespeditioiiiiT.lOS. Bronght 

More, Hannah, her account of Ched- 



120. 

MortmiunAct, passing of the, ii. 187. 

Morton, Chief Justice of Cheal«r, his 
moUon on the Kegencj Bill, y. 99. 
Complains of LoniMorth,vi.217. 

Mnlcrave, Loivl, his TOjage of dls- 
coVBij, vi. 298. 

Muiiny Beguin, account of the, vK . 
348. 

Munro, Sir Hector, his victory at 
Basar, viL 216. His further suo- 
Cffi5f8,216. Eeduoes Pondioheny, 
274. His ^ling health, 285. 
Defeated bj Hjder, 286. Be- 
daces Negapatam, 304. 

Murray, Ala!:ander,e£aniined tiythe 
Honae of Commons, iv. 19. Com- 
mitted to Ne^i^te, 20. 

Murray, John, of BroDghlon, an 



: TO 

agmt of IhB Jacobit«s, ii!. 177. 
203. Prince Charles's aecretaiy, 
223. His advice at Derby, 274. 
Turns King's evidence, S20. 

Murray, General James, commands 
at Quebec, iv, 191, AtMontrenI, 
193. In Minorca, vli. 94. Com- 
pelled to surrender, 135. 

Mmrsy, Lord George, jrana Prince 
Cbai-lea, ill. 221, His ehaiiicler, 
222. His advice at Edinburgh, 
258. AtCarhsIe,263. And at 
Derby, 272. Commanda in the 
skinniEh at Clifton, 280. His 
conduct in the battle of Falkirk, 
288. At 8tirlmg,293. At Nium, 
301. AndatCulloden, 305. Es- 
capes to Holland, 312. 

Murray, Wilhom, CDmmen(«ment of 
his public career, ii. 267. fie- 
cnmes Solicitor General, iii. 132. 
His first speech in Pai'liament, 
138, Hia diaraoter, iv. 34. Be- 
comes Attorney Genei'al, 39. Sup- 
ports the Address, 56. Obtains 
the Chief JnaticeBhip with a peer- 
age. 83. See Mansfield. 

Museain, British, founded, ir. 23. 

Nairn, Lord, saved from death by 
St«iihope, i. 194. 

Nairn, Misa, her courageous conduct, 
iii. 246. 

Napier, Lady Sarah, romantic pas- 
sion of George m. for, v. 12. 

National Debt, etate o^ in 1714, L 
19. In 1783, vii. 209. 

Necker, M., his administration of 
iJie French finances, vL 268. His 
secret overtures for peace, vii. 

Negro slaves in the Coloniea, Ihelr 
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Newcastle, Holies, Duke of, re- 
proached by the Prince of Wales, 
i. 294. Becomes Secretary of 
State, ii. 58. His character, 154. 
Intrigues against Walpole, 270. 
Altercation betneen them, iiL 21. 
Els i-enewed cabals, 99. Hismeet- 
mg mth Pulteney, 



His 



Hcssdb, Google 



THE SEVBK 

waTering cminsels, 158. Prevails 
cvw Carteret, 185. HI3 OQUBter- 
nalion in 174S, 275. A promoter 
of ths war, 387. Pravaila over 
Cheslerfleld, 839. Agrera I0 a 
peace, 345. In favour of German 
sntiaidies, iv.2. His cabals agiunst 
the Dnke of Bedford, 16. Be- 
comes First Lord of Ibe Treasury. 
32. His negotiations with Pitt 
and Fos, 37, 39. 42. 50, And 
with Morroj and Egmont, BS, 
83. Beagns, 83. ffis cabals in 
Opposition, 99. 103. Combines 
with Pitt, 105. Confers with 
Lord Waldegrave, 106. EeinBtated 
ui office, 108. Confines himself to 
palroo^e, 146. 187. Hia abject 
meas^e to Lord Bute, 209. Hia 
complaints, 315. His prudent 
nentrality, 240. HeUres from 
oiHce, 256. Wishes to resoraa it, 
258. Hia (!Dnversa.lion with Lord 
Barrington, 275. Dismissed from 
his Lord Lieutanancy, v. 28. He- 
fuses to present the Addi'ess from 
Oirfbrf, 41. Fuially estranged 
fcim Pitt, 61. Eager for office, 
109. ObfamathePrivySeal.llO. 
His double dealings, 144 Ks- 
missed from otfiee, 156. His 
" comio terrors," 178. His death, 

NeWton, Bisliop, his acconnt of the 

Chaptere in hia age, vii, 819. 
Hewton, arlsaaCjhisEeport on the 

Copper Cranage, ii. 60. 
NithisdalB, Earl uf, his escape from 

the Tower, i. 104. 
ITivamms, Duio dc, his embassj to 

England, iv. 269. 
llollelceiis, his career as an artist, 

vi. 326. 
Morth, Loti, his firat years in the 



Wilkes, 45. Pi-omoted in office 
by Pitt, 159. Refuses the Ex- 
chequer Seals, 178. Aocepfa 
them, 184. Moves to dlschflrge 



American taxes, 242. Becomea 
Piime Minister, 253. His eaily 
life and character, 253. £e- 
gnlatea the American Revenue, 
265, 266. AssMled by the mob, 
288. Description of him by Gib- 
bon, 293. His Colonial Tea Duty, 
319. His abrupt dismissal of 
Fks, 830. Proposes the Boston 
Fort Bill, vi. 3. And the Mas- 
saciiuaetla Government Bill, 5. 
His American policy, 7. Makes 
overtures to Frankhn, 30. His 
oonciliBtoi7 scheme, 31. His 
Bill to restrain the commerce of 
Kew England, 82. His Note to 
the Colonies, 68, His letter to 
Glitfton, 71. Clears the Civil 
List, 139. Suspends the Habeas 
Corpus, 141. Warmed by the ex- 
ample of Tbnrlow,206. Hishints 
o£ conciliation, 206. Pressed with 
questions, 2la Hia conciliatory 
views, 213. His two Bills, 215. 
His Budget, 318. Desires to re- 
sign, 220. His secret letters to 
tlie Kmg, 221. 225. His tribute 
■ ■■ nory of Chatham, 2!'" 



sMhustt 



, Hisre 



signation again contemplated, 2 62. 
His remarks on Hardy, 369. And 
on Keppel, 270. Sli^™ in secret 
the ofanions of I^rd Gower, 278. 



lion of I 



ile, 7. 



Tlie compkints of Norton, 10, 
And the Kesolulions of Dunning, 
13. 15. His ofacia] residence 
atlacked,27. His concert on one 
qnealjon with Burke, 88. Makes 
overtures to Lord Rockingham's 
friends, 72. Canies through the 
aopplies, 79. His demeanour at 
tho news from York-toim, 125. 
Beplifs to Fos, 128. And to Sir 
James Lowther, 130. His alter- 
cation wiUilJaiT^, 137. His fail- 
ing nnmbers, 137. 139. Resigns, 
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141 . Closing scene of liis adini- 
nistiMion, 141. His jest at the 
new appointniBiits, 144. Review 
of his Irish policy, 146^ 153, 
And of his Eiist Inaian, 236. 238. 
240. 252. 262. 271. 302. 304, 
Northington, Earl of, as Lord Chan- 
cellor, opposea Bedford, v. 98. 
Slopped bytkeSpitnlfielda rioters, 

165. Negotiates with Pitt, 155. 
Named President of the Conndl, 
159. IieliresfrompuhliolifB|185. 

Korthnmberland, Earl of, afterwords 
Dnke, proposed as First Lord of 
the Treasury, V. 38. His Lord 
Lieotenancy of Ireland, 123. As- 
sailed in the Gordon riots, Tii. 
19. 

Norton, Sir Fletcher, his " drunken 
porters," t. 52. Elected Speaker, 
251. His invidions address to 
the King, vi. 139. His augiy 
oomplainfs, vii. 10. Supports (he 
BesolntJODS of Dunning, 13. Be- 



Nowell, Dr., his sermcn on lOng 
Charles's Day, t. 302. 

Nugent, Robert-, afterwards Earl, his 
^racter, t. 29. His speech 
upon the Pension List, lii. S. 

Njilbtm Tempua Bill, account of 
the, T. 169. 

Bnnoomac, the Braliniin, passed over 
by Cliye,Tii, 223. IBs ambitious 
hopes, 247. Disappdnted, 248. 
His charges against Hastings, 
255. Heiebmnght totrial,256. 
And hanged, 257. 

"Oak-bDjs," account of the, V. 122, 
Obei'ea, Queen, account of, vi. 287. 
Octennial Bill, account of the, v. 

121. 
Oglethorpa, General, his character 



the House of Commons, v. 286. 
SenttailhsToBer,287- Eeleased, 
290. Refuses to eoinbiae with 



292. Ketums to the South Seas, 



, V. 218. 

Onslow, George, his defence of Ijord 
North, rii. 142. 

Orf'ord, Earl of, (see Wfllpola), his 
hitter jest to Pnltflney, iii. 118. 
Secret Committee of lnquii7 
against him, 130. Hia advice to 
Pelham, 155. IBs first speech 
in the House of Lords, 160. 
His death, 192. His saying on 
the New England Colonies, v. 
81. 

Orleans, Philip, Duke of, becomes 
Regent of France, i. 140. His 
views of policy, 216. DecLires 
war against Spain, 325. His 
close alliance wiUi England, 333. 
His death, ii. 53. 

Ormond, Duke of, bis princely de- 
meanour, i. 122. Impeached hj 
the Commons, 126. Halies his 
escape to Francs, 127. His sub- 
sequent career, 128. Appears at 
Paris, 139. Failure of his at- 
tempt on the coast of Devonsliire, 
144 Conyeys a dismissal to 
Bolngbroke, 191. His projeel; 
of mvasion from Cornfia, 333. 
Agam at Madrid, iiL 27. In 
retuementatAvignon, 176. 
Orvdiiois Comta d", commands the 
fleet igamst England, n. 256i 
2(19 Eetiresmto a convent, 27a 

O^nld, James his political career. 



Oswa 



Bichard 



. to 
79—181.198—200. 
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insane, 271. 
Osfbrf, Robert, Earl of, his cha- 
racter, i. S3. Hia Jacobite cshala. 
Si. His dilatoi? temper, 34. 
His letter in a coEnlerfeit hand 
to Snill^ 6G. His Bill to eecora 
tbe Protest&nt Succession, TS. 
Hia dismissal from office, 88. His 
impeachment by tbe Commons, 
"- " mittei to the T 



trial, a; 



The ir 



peaciiment agAim 

278. His secret letter to James, 

279. Consultei by the Jacobites, 
iL 45. His death, 4S. 

Oxford, Dmversitj o^ invtated by 
Stanhi^ witb a sgiuidron of 
dragums, L 15S. High Chnrch 
prindples at, ii. 246. Stste of, in 
the last ceiitary, vii. 31S— 319. 

Faine, Thomas, his early life and 
oliaraoter, ti. 93. 

Palliser, Sir Hugh, second in com- 
mand to Keppel, \i. 355. His 
conduct at Ushant, 356. His 
charges agmnet bis cb^e^ 257. 
Court martial on himself, 259. 

palm, M. de, bis c&bals in England, 
ii. 103, 104. 

Palmoi-ston, Henry, second Visconnt, 
a good poet, vi. 316. 

Faoli, General, bis character and 
career, t. J98. Seeks refnge in 
London, 199. 

Pardo, Act of the, ii. 124. 

Paris, Peace of, conoluded, iv. 272. 

Parker, Admiral Hyde, his action 

off the Dogger Bank, vii. 95. 

Bcsigna his command, 96. 
Passport^ system of, under Qneen 

Anne, i. 17. 
Patna, Massacre of, viL 213. 
Peerage, true ebjects and origin of 

Ibe, i. 357. 



363. Eejecled by tbe Commons, 

Pelbam, Henry, account of, iii. 20. 
Supported by the influence of 
Wajpole, 154. Becomes I'irst 
Lord of tie Treasury, 156. His 
character, 156. Prevails over 
CarlBret^ 185. And over Pul- 
tenej, 295. His letters to H, 
Walpole, 332. And fo tbe Duke 
of Cumberiand, 334. Desires a 
peace, 336. Concludes il^ 34.5. 
His letters to Newcastle, iv. 2. 6. 
Hjs reproaches to Foi, 13. His 
death, 30. 

Penn, Richard, bis " Olive-branch' 
to England, vi. 62. Ill received, 
69. Examined tth B ftb 
House of Lords 72 

Perth, Duke irf, ppro P ce 
Charles's project 203 J as 
him in Scotland, 1 Bes ges 
Carlisle, 262. A es to ad an 
from Derby, 274 Des h 
passage to France 512 

Peter IIL of Bus m, h Laract 
iv. 252. His d th t and 

Peterborough, Cha les Earl f b 
lively speech 



Lordi 



i.38. H har I 



348 
Alh ro 



Petersham, Charles, L d h t t 
mony to the H us f C m , 
vi 171. Bears home tbe news 
of Saratoga, 189. Koacbes Lon- 
don, 206. 

Philipps, General, his advice to 
Bnrgoyne, vi. 182. Coraraanda 
in Virginia, vii, 101. His death, 

Phipps, Sir Constantino, favours the 
Jacohiles in Ireland, L 64. 

Pigot, Lord, his proceedings in 
Tanjoro, viL 268. Put, in arrest 
by his Council, 269. Eis deatli, 
270. 
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Pit«aini, Major, his (xaidnct at 
Lexington, i. 36. 

PilsIigD, Lord, his character, Ui. 
253. 

Pitt, William, his £rst specli, ii. 
SOI. Denouaees the Spanislt 
CoDrention, 275. His rise and 
character, iii 10. £xcluiled from 
office, 115. Inveinhs against tbs 
Hanorer Forces, 138. Deaoudces 
Lord Carteret, 158. Beconoiled 
to the Govemuient, 188. Be- 
comes Pajmaster of the Forces, 
S96. SnppiHia the GlaagQw grant, 
iv. 3. Opposes his colleagues, 9. 
Hia speech on the Eegenej Bill, 
13. His disiQterested conduct as 
Pajmaslar, 32. Compl^iis to 
HMdwieke, 39. His marriege, 
40. His speech on the Bervriclc 
election, 41. Orertures to him 
from Newcastle, 51. His me- 
taphor of the ^one and Saone, 
57. Dismissed from office, 57. 
His energy' and eloijuence, 62. 
His conference with Fos, 84. 
Becomes Secretar; of State, 85. 
Baises Highland regiments, 89. 
His MilitmBills, 9a Endearonrs 
to save Admiral Byng, 93. Dis- 
missed tVom dBce, 100. His 
moderate course, 101. Popular 
eathusiaam toirards him, 102. 
fieinstated in office, 108. His 
absolute aseeodencj, 123. 145. 
Presses tiie dismissal of Sackiille, 
179. His binmphant conduct of 
the war, 185. And maslerj over 
the House of Commona, 186. 
SupportsLordTemple, 188. His 
rivalrj with Lord Bute, 209. 
KsBatisHed, 219. "His negotia- 
tions with Francs, 331. 236. 
Keeaves tJdlngs t£ the Familj 
Compact, 239. Proposes to de- 
clare war aganst Spain, 239. 
Overmled, 240. Eeeigne, 241. 
Accepts a pennon, 245. His 
popo^ty deoHnes, 246. Speais 
on the Address, 248. Ou the 
defence of Portugal, 278. And 



ag^nEt the Peace, v. 9. Opposes 
the Cyder Tas, 16. Confers 
nith Lord Bute, 36. And with 
the King, 36. 38. Hia terms 
refused, 39. His private corre- 
spondence, 42, 43. Censures tha 
law of libel, 46. Condemns the 
conduct of Wilkes, 49. Hia 
speecli on General WaiTsnts, 52. 
Finally estranged from Newcastle, 
61. Legacy to him from Sr 
William Pynsent, 61. Apphed to 
by the Duke of Cumberland, 108, 
Refuses dEce, 105, 108. Hia 
opinion of Lord Rockingham's Mi- 
■ialiy, 111. His speeches on Ame- 
rican affairs, 130. 133. 138. 140. 
Greeted by tlie multitude, 141. 
His contest with Gienville, 141. 
Rejects the overtures of Rocking- 
Lam, 143. 145. Summoned Ij 
the King, 156. Fixins a new 
administration, 158. Created 
Earlof Chatham, 160. Impiiliey 
ofthatcouraa,162. S^Chatiiam. 
Pitl^ Waiiam, the younger, his 
opmion of Bolingbroke, i. 27. 
How, by bis own account, ti-ained 
to eloquence, iii. i 3. His remark 
on hia father's Earldom, v. 161. 
His account of one of his father's 
speeches, yi. 21. 148. Writes a 
pamphlet, 213. Hia lettera Crora 
Camhridge, 224. Attends his 
father for the last time in the 
Honse of Lords, 229. Chief 
mourner at his fntliei-'B funeral, 
234. A candidate for Camhridge, 
vii. 76. Enters Parliament fi)r 
Appleby, 77. His first speech, 
91. Hie rising fame, 92. 129. 
His r^uie ot Eigby, 138. De- 
clares that he will never accept a 
subaltern office, 138. Acts ac- 
cordingly, 145. Moves for Par- 
liameutary Reform, 166. Sup- 
ports Lcid Mahon's Bill, 167. 
Becomes Chancellor of the E&.- 
chequer,185. Defends the trealjes 
of peace, 206. His opinion on 
tlie Benares charge, 296. 
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Pittsburg, h w 
Fort Duquesne, iv. 
Plajhonse BUI, aimjimt of the, ii. 

PlnnkBtt, the Jesuit, hU letters 

fcom Englami, i. 53. 
Poland; ttooblea in, v. 315, Fifst 

pirtafioii of, 318. 
Pdw^lh, Hugh, Lord, his eloquence, 

ii.7. Succeeds as Earl of Match- 

mont, Ui. 9. 
Pompadour, Madama de, her influ- 
* France, iv. 74. ' "'" 



Her c 



Her death, t. 



CliMseul, i 



Population, account of the, at the 
Peace of Utrecht, i. 18. And at 
the Peace of VerBaJlles, vii. 330. 

Porteons Mob, account <£ the, ii. 

Portlsna, Willism H. C, Duke of, 
appeara at a WeaimiuBter nieat- 
jng. Til. 12. Named Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Itelanfl, 157. A (^pher, 
158, Proposed for Prime Mi- 
nister. 182. 

Portland, Dukea of, then- grant of 
Ihe IbreBt of Inf-lewood, t. 189, 

Portocarrero, Abb^ hia papers sciied, 
1. 322. 

Porlamouth Doctjard, incendiary 
fire in, vl 141. 

Powys, Thomas, afterwards Lord 
Lilibrd, moies a clause to Lord 
North's Bill, Ti. 217. His se- 
parate Bill, 218. Seconds Sir 
James Lowther, vii. 129. 

Pownall, Governor, bis course in 
Parliament, v. 242. 

Pratt^ Charles, named Attomey- 



Hi B 

th H beaa C rpus 24 

B Ch f Justice 32 

W kes 32 His 



Island, Ti 

Preston, Captain, his conduct in the 
affraj at Boston,!'. 268. Brought 
to trial, 268. Acquitted, 269. 

Pretender, tbe. See Stuart. 

Price, Dr., his pamphlet on American 
affejra, vi. 23. 

Priestley, Dr., describes a scene be- 
fore the Privy Council, v. 326. 

Prior, Matthew, his letters from 
Paris, i. 38. Examined by the 
Comnuttee of Secrecy, 123. 

Piisons, Fublio, inquiry into the, 
ii. 150. ; vlL 343—344. 

Protestants, Bill fcr the General 
naturalisation of, 14. See As- 
Eodatjon (Protestant), and Dis- 
senters (Protestant). 

Pulleney, William, his rise and 
cbai-BCter, ii. 73. RetetJs a pri- 

tosta with Wal^le, 124. His 
dnel with Lord Harvey, 166. 
Stmci from the Privy Council- 
lors' List, 157. His speeehea.on 
the Sinking Fnnd "" 

And on the E * 



ieSohen 



His eloquence, 1 73. Much 
depressed io splrils, 179. His 

to aie Prince of Wales, 208. 
Denounces the Spanish Conven- 
tion, 277. Explains the return 
cj Uie Secedere, Hi. 3. His bet 
with Walpole, 69. Grown mora 
indifferent to politics, 9L His 
final contest with Walfcle, 96. 
Tlie King's message to him, 107. 
Eefnses office, 110. His speech 
at the Fountaui Tavern, 112. 
Ci-eated Earl of Bath, 117. His 
snppoi-t of the Septennial Act, 
124. See Bath. 
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Fntnnm, General, his iarm and 

tsveni ia Connecticut, vl 38. 

Heads the ConnecCicnt men, 3S. 

Enters Boelon, 83. Commands 

at Brooklyn, 109. 
Pynsent, Sr William, hia legacy to 

Pitt, T. 61. 

QiutdrDple Alliance, tlie, concluded, 

i.305. 
Quakers, Bill (or tts relief of, ii 



Saihs, E., complaint against him 
in the House of Commons, ii. 1S6. 

Eaifcea, E., the younger, founds the 
Sunday Scbwda, vii. 334. Re- 
lieveB ^e poor prisoners in gaol, 
343. 

7i. 324. ' 

Kaaddph, Peyton, signB the Non- 
importation agroemeut, ¥. 364. 
Chosen President of Congress, YJ. 
14. Hie letu^meaf^ 4 1 . 

Banelagh, account of, til 338. 

Baphist, M., account of, vii. 303. 

Sai,the pbraise in pontics ei[>laiued, 
vii. 315. 

Eawdon, Franda, Lord, aflermirds 
Earl of Moira, hk early career, 
Tii. 49. Tates part in Uia battle 
of Camden, 50. One of hia let- 
lers mtercepted, 52. Commands 
in South Carolina, 108. His 
victory at Hcbldrk's Hill, 108. 
Embarks for Europe, 109. His 
letter on the case of Colonel 
Hajne, 109. A prisoner in the 
Cheeapeak, 113. 

Keed, General, bis letters to Lord 
DartinoutJi, TJ. 15. And to Mr. 
De Berdt, 80. Describes the 
Americiin army, 117, 118. And 
the parties at Philadelphia, 122. 
126. His correspondence with 






h theu^ n 



Hep rt D es prohibited, L 46. 

Bnt never put dcwn, v. 285. 

Their increnso, 286. Renewed 

attempts at their prohibition, 286. 

The attack upon them dropped, 

290. 
Eepublican party, remama of the. 

Revolution of 1688, effects of the, 

i. 8. 
Bcynolds, Sir Joshua, one of the 

founders of "the Club," vi. 315. 

His earlf hfe and chsrsoter, 321. 

The first President of the Eoyai 

Academy, 322. Great not in 

portraits only, 323. Jealous of' 

Romney, 324. 
fiirliardeon, S., his novels, ni. 32S. 
Bichelien, Mareschal de, his conduct 
Fontenoy, iii. 197_. Lands in 



Mnt 






lilip's. TO. Com 



64. Reduo 



St 



Recalled, 139. 
Sicbmond, Dnke of, appointed Se- 
cretary of Stale, V. 155. Dis- 
placed, 159. Assails Lord Chat- 
ham, 169. Cc-operatfs with 
him, 283. Hjs reply to Lord 
Mahon, vl. 211. Supports Loid 
North's Bills, 218. Hia com- 
ments upon Lord Carlisle, 223. 
His motion on American af- 
fiiirs, 229. Eepliea to Chat- 
ham, 230. Aosiuls Thmlow, 
262. Complains of the defences 
of Plymoi^, 266. His n ' 
tor Eeonomical Reform, v 



id for u 



1 the 



.ge,19, 
f with 



Holland, 82. Named Master of 
the Ordnance, 144. Deserted by 
his colleagncs, 168. Slighted by 
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Eieby, R., a jovial, tmacrnpnlous 
placeman, iv. 126. Follows Bad- 
ford into office, v. 40. InTeigha 
against Chattam, 259. Endea- 
Tonrs to elnda Chatham's public 
funeral, vi. 232. Sternly re- 
buked by Pitt, vii. 137. 

Eiot Act passed, i. 132, 

Eippetds, Baron, aflerwarda Dnke of, 
lie Sfanish Ambassador at Vien- 
na, ii. 77. Conclndes a treaty of 
alliance, 79. Becomes Prime 
Minister of Spain, 94. His dis- 
missal, 96. Escapes from prison, 
98. His snbaeqneat adventures, 

fioberteon. General, his mission in 
behalf of Andr^, vii. 67. OBer 
made to him, 6B. 

Eoliertson, Dr., popular cry (gainst 
his toleration, vi. 239. His life 
and wiitingE, 304. Unduly in 
dnlgeDt to Gibbon, 312. 

Eohinson, Sir Thomas, appointed ti 
lead the House of Commons, iv 

And a peerage, as Loid Grai 
tham, 22a 

Bocbambean, Comte de, commanda 
npon Ihe Channel coasts, ' 
268. His character and pi 
TiL 54. Meets Washington at 
Hartford, 56. Marches to Vir- 
^nia, 115. Directs the opem- 
tions against York-town, 117. 
(Sencrous condnet of his officers, 
123. 

Eoclilbtd, Earl of, his letters ftom 
Paris, V. 198. Becomes Sccre- 
taiy of Stale, 203. His oomlucli 
k the Cahhiet, 242. Negotiates 
■with Spain, 282. His views on 
the partition eC Poland, 818. 
Eelires from offic«, vi. 71. His 
overtures to Chatham, 224. 

Bockingham, Marquis of, resigns 
his place in the Hoyal Honsehold, 
iv. 275. IMsmissed from bis 
Lord Lieutenancy, t, 23, Named 
First Lord of the Treasury, 109. 
His cliaracter. 111. Meeting at 



his house, 128. His difficnltios, 
138. 142. Applies to I'itt, 143, 

144. Makes numerons concessions, 

145. His fnendship with Burke, 
149. Tottering state of Ins ad. 
ministration, 154. His dismissal, 
156. His motion on the causes of 
the pnblic discontent, 261. Con- 
tera with Chatham, 2"" "'- 



) Burke, 1 



68. BJa 



difikence with ChatI 
Sipports Lord North's Bills, 318. 
Message of his friends Co Hayes, 
225. Attends the great meeting 
at York, vii. 2. Garrison in his 
town-honse, 36. His terms for 
accepting tffice, 73. Declines an 
applicatJon from Pitt, 76. Ke- 
gotjatfis with Thnrlow, 140. His 
personal deficiencies, 143. Be- 
conea P "me M'nister 144 His 
weakness granting pens ons 
165 Averse to Pari amentary 
Reform 16 His llness ISI 
And deal If 

Bodoey Adm ral afterwa ds Lorl 
his bonla in cot f Ha e 
147 Hs att k of Ma ni o 
264 Dofeit Don J an de Lan 
gara, vu. 43. In the 'Weati In- 
dies, 42. Electsd fbr Westmin- 
ster, 74. Eednces St EustaUa, 
96. His severities, 97. Returns 
to England, 98. Defends him- 
self in ike Honse of Commons, 
131. Goes back to the West 
Indies, 134. His recall sent out, 
172. His great victory over De 
Grasse, 174. Letters to bis 
vrife, 1 76. His dog Loup, 176. 
Obbuns a peerage, 177. His en- 
thusiastic reception in England, 
187. 

Eohiiias, ease of the, vii. 250, 
Overwhelmed by English aid, 
251. Views in Parliament le- 
apectJng lliem, 252. 

Eoman Catholics, state of the, i. 16. 
Their relief designed by Stanhope, 
327. Proposed in part by Sa- 
v3e, vi. 237. Popular cry for 



Hcssdb, Google 



their oppression, 239. Emts 

Hgsinst tliem in Scotkod, 260 
Itomnoy, his career aa ao arlist, vi 

325. 
Bona, Sir Jolra, liis motion against 

Lord North, vii. 139. 
Bob Koy, wavering at the battle of 

Boyal George, disnster of the, vii. 

186. 
Bo^al Marriage Bill, account of the, 



Sacheverell, Di., liia great popula- 

SackvillB, Lord George, Scci'otarr 
for Ii-eland, iv. 128. Kefaws the 
commaDd on the coast of Brit- 



Hisse 



Adehj 



I of Commons, SS5. 
Eestorad to the Privy Coanrfl, v. 
145. Takes the name of Ger- 
maine, 284. See Gemiaine. 

Salaries, high amount of, under 
. Queen Anne, i. 20. 

Sandwich, Earl of, compareiJ to a 
Roman Senator, iii. 67. Named 
Ptenipatentiar; at Aix la Chspetle, 
336. 344. Signs the Prelimi- 
riaries of Peace, 345. Dismissed 
Jrom office. It. 17. First Laid 
of the Admiralty, V. 33. De- 
nonnces Wlkea, 44. Bis nick- 
name of " Jemmj Twitoher," 47. 
His conteet at Cambridge, 60. 
Promises made to him, 1 86. Rc- 
tnms to the Admiioltj', 292. 
Gross igipmdenoe of-one of his 
spexhes, vi. 8. Replies to Chat- 
bam, 27. To Fos, 260. And 
ta Eiehmond, 266. A patron of 
Captain Cook, 293. His name 
given to a group of i.^ands, 295, 
Baffled at Huntingdon, vii. 3. 
Co^e of Cnftaiu Bsillle against 



him, 83 Hia letter to Eodnej, 
134 Comphined of by Foi, 
136 Claims an tiilJom for 
Bodnej, 178 Active at the 
Inilia Honse, 262 

Saiidnich Islands, accomib of Ijie, 
vu 295, 296. 

Sandja, ^mnel, his motion agmnsl: 
Walpole, in. 68. Becomes Chan- 
cellor of the Exciieqner, 110. 
His speech at the Fomitmn Ta- 



ils I- 



origin of its name, vi 
ition of, concluded, 
313 not fulfilled, 195, 



196.; 



Saunders, Sr Cliailes, extolled by 
Btt, iv. 168. His speech on 
Corsiom afiairs, v. 200. 

Savile, Sir George, conspicuona in 
the ranks oE Opposition, v. 190. 
303. Hia Boman Catholic Belief 
Eilt, vi. 237. Complains of 
'Wedderbnrn, 266. Attends ths 
great meeting at York, vii. 2. 
Presents ita petition, 4. Moves 
jor details of the Pen^im List, 8. 
His house carried by storm, and 
pimiflered, 25. Goes to the House 
of Coirnnone, 26. Garrison in hs 
honse, 36. Change in h s opi 
nions, 39. Declines compensation 






His aocnnnt 



And 



of the Yorksht 

His speeches on finance 

fi>r redress of grievances »ti. tliE 

Spartan simile, 131 Condemns 

the Kempeufeldt expedition, 132 

Ksapproies of Fos s ics gnat on 

184. 



Bill for I 
167. 



Pa hamenta 

Saxe, Moreschal de, h s con mandat 
Fontenoy, iii. 193. H s eharicter 
198. Invades Flanders 322 
Commands at Lanffeld 333 H a 
overtures to Su' Johi L goner 
335. Besieges Maeslncht 344 
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Scarborougli, Earl of, Ms olisiaoter, 

iu. lis. 
Scliftub, Sir Lnke, confidential 8e- 

ctetmy of Stanliope, i. 306. 

British Mimater at Paris, ii. 35. 

EaoaUed, 58. 
Schism Act, Account of lie, i. 80. 

Bepesled, 327. 
Sohuta, Baron, ths Hanoverian 

Envoy, apphca for the Prince's 

Writ, 1. 76. 
Schuylef, General, ordei-SBBnttohim, 

ti. 76. Hismaoif^tD, 172. His 

generous conduct to_ Burgoyne, 



188. 



And to 



Fayette, 243. 
Scotland, motion to diasolva the 

Union with, i. 38. Affaii-s of, in 

1713, 61. In pracUcal advance 

of England, vlL 336. 
Scn^e, Seorataij flf the Ti-easury, 

his courage, in. 123. 
Selwyn, G., keeps a Faro table, vii. 

322. His morbid taalfl for ese- 

cations, 34a 



Settlement, Act rf, account of (he, 



Shelbnme, Earl of, mediates between 
Fox and Bute, v. 27. Hamed to 
tie Board of Trade, 29. Beagns, 
41. Becomes Secretary of State, 
159. At variance with GrafWn, 
302. Dismissed [r<xa office, 203. 
His character, 209. His letter 
on colonial affiiirs, 235. His 
defence of Camden, 349. His 
fnll agreement with daUiam, vL 
218. Confers with William 
Eden, 224, 225. ffis moa™ on 
Chatham's public funeral, 233. 
Tieliie So Eoctingham, 262. His 
motion on Economical Reform, vii. 
a. His duel with Colonel 
Fullarton, 10. Suggtsts a Dew 



police, 24. Moves aji amond- 
ment, 127. Declines the Pre- 
miership, 143. Bflcomes Secretajy 
of State, 144. His view of Irish 
aflaira, 159. And of Boonomieal 
Reform, 163. 165. His nego- 
tiations with FrankUn, 179. His 
difiereiwes with Foi, 181. 
Becomes Prime Minister, 182. 
Declares his prmciples of govern- 
ment, 184. His negotiations, 
197. 199. 203. 205. His clear 
and just views of commerce, 
208. 

Sberidan, B. B., appears at Eeppel's 
court martial, vi. 257. His 
"Camp at Coz Heath," 267., 
Elected for Stafford, vii. 76. His 
firstspeecli in Parliament, 91. In 
office, 145. His ucconnt of 
Burke, 166. Resigns, 183. His 
remark on lotteries, 323. 

Siieriffmuu', battle of, i. 73. 

Sliippen, WiUiam, a leading Jacobite, 
i. 125. Sent to tlie Tower, 297 
His conduct in Parliament, ii. 
123. 139. His oharaoter, iij. 30. 
Secedes from Pailiaraent, 72. 
Renews his oppoMtion, 95. 114. 

Shrewsbury, Duke of, his conduct 
in Ireland, i. 64. EecraveB the 
Ti'casurer'a Slafi', 92. His death 
and character, 299. His maxim 
as Lord Lientenant of Ii«land, liL 
327. 

Silver, scaraty of, i. 295. 

Simcoe, Colonel, complains of the 
contract hats, vii. 12. And of 
the horse-vessels, 100. His ex- 
pediUon m Vu^mia, 107. 

SinclMT, Master of, liis aeoouut of 
the Scottish insurgents, ■■ 156. 



173.1 



ntof, iii! 



Skyring, Mrs., ao 

Smith, Adam, hia Wealth of Nations, 
vii. 835. Progress of his doc- 
trines, 336. The true founder of 
Political Economy, 344. 

Smith Kobei-l^ aftei'wards Lord Car- 
Tington, hia character in Parlia- 
ment, vii. 76. 
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Smollett, T., oharactoc of hia novi 



288. 






ss of, ii. 1S5. 
SoJander, Ur^ s«1a vith Captain 

Cook,Ti. SS3, £84. 3S9. 
Somers, Lord, his opinion of the 

Septennial Act, L 306. Hisdeatli 

and diaractcr, 207. 
Somereet, Daehess of, " 



in Anne, 



.59. 



, Lord Noel, an ardent 
Toij, ii. 263. Succeeds ae Duke 
of Beaujort, ic. 8. 

Sophia, the Blecliess, grown alow 
and dilator)- from age, i. ST. 
Her death, 79. 

SoDtb Sea scheme, rise and progreaa 
of, ii. 3. General detnsion re- 
specdng, 11. Its crash, 13. Its 
IHrectors examined, IS. And 
puniehed, 22. 

Spitalfields wearers, distnrbanMS of 
the.T. 101. Concesaions made to 
them, 14S. 

Stair, Earl of, ambassador at Paris, 
i. 136. 14L 192.30a lieealled, 
ii. 9. His character, 9. Com- 
mander rf the tiitMs in Gamiany, 
iii. 144. His complaints mid 
resignatiw, 153. Named Cont- 
mander-in-Chief, 161. 

Stamp Act, acconnt of the, t. 85. 
Bepealed, 140. 

Stanhope, General (aften:Tirds Earl), 






IB altercation with 



Bchemes,56. Proposes nn amend- 
ment to the Sohiara Act, 83. 
Prepares to aajia the Tower, 91. 
Becomes Seci-etary cf State, 103. 
His character, 106. Goes en a 
Bscret mission to Vienna, 115. 
His Tigoious measures against 



the Jacobites, 156. Goes with 
the King to HanoFer, 212. His 
conferences witli Dnbois, 221. 
His letters to Townshend, 237, 
228.230.234. And to Walpole, 
247. Charge of treacheiy against 
him, 248. His defence, 349. 
Becomes First Lard of the Trea- 
sury, 263. Hia altercaOoDS witji 
Walpole, 274. Created Viscount 
Stanliope, 280. His letters to 
Alberoni, 383. AppanUd Se- 
cretary of Stite, 298. Kaiscd to 
an Earldom, 398. His mission 
to Sfjain, 309. His letters from 
Bajonno, 317. Proposes the 
Dissenttirs Belief Bill, 327. His 
letter toDubda, 346. Concludes 
a peara with Spain, 352. }Ga 






L the 



Baltic, 353. Proposes the Pesnige 
Bill, 356. 363. His adminietra- 
tion reiiewed, ii. 2. Abstains 
from any share m the South Sea 
speculations, 14. Mores a Be- 
aolntion against corrupt practices, 
IS. His illness and death, 19. 
Hia views with respect to Gi braitar, 
127. Hia early notice of Pitt, 
ill. 11. Parallel between hiu^and 
Walpoie,i03. Hia reply to Prince 
Bugeue at Vienna, 194. 
Stjtnhope, Philip, second Earl, hia 

against the Hanover Forces, 139. 
His absence abroad, v. 246. In- 
troduMs Fmnldin to Chatham, 
vi. 23. 

Stanhope, Charles, his share in tie 
South Sea t-i-ansaotiona, ii. 21. 

Stanhope, Colonel William, British 
Miniatar in Spain, i. 289. 303. 
Sent on a mission to the Fren^ 
army, 340. At the Congress of 
Soisa«is,ii. 135. Besults of bis 
former n^oaations, 131. His 
second mission to Spain, 134. 
Concludes the Treaty of Seville, 
134, Baiaed to the peerage, 135. 
iSse Harrington. 

Stanley, Hana, his mis^on to Paris, 
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iT. 230. 238. Appointed om- 

bsssBdor to FeCereburg, v. 164. 

But remaips ia Engiaud, 165. 

Stack, General, his vjciorj at Ben- 

Steele (Sir Richard), pny«edingE 
ii|;iun3t him by the House of 
Commons, L 65. His expulsion, 
69. Wrilea against the Peerage 
Bill, 357. 

Sterne, L,, ohanuiter of his novels, 
vii. 325. 

Stenben, Baron, his career in Ame- 



Hia ignorance of English, 70. 

Stirling, William, titular Lord, taken 
priEoner at Brooklyn, vi. no. 
Exclianged, 110. Boul«d at 
QoihhlBtown, 157. His want of 
skill, 160. Fails on StEiten 
laknd, vii. 53. 

Stone, AndrBvr, enb-goTemor of the 
Prince of Wales, iv. 21. Charge 
against him, 23. 

Slnmont, Lord, as ambassador at 
Paris, his peremplorj language, 
Ti. 150. Becalled, 222. Named 
ScccetflryofStatB,27S. Asa^led 
in the Gordon riots, vii. 19. Con- 
demns file peace «ith America, 

tK) 



Jadrid, 3 



. Deten 



it of 



Strickland, Abb^, his miasior 
England, iL 1S2. 

Strnensee, Connt, his goveramei 
Denmark, T. 307. His tall,. 

Stuart, James, FHnce, called the 
Pretender, address to remove him 
from Lorraine, i. 37. Iudnc«- 
Bwnts held out for his <»nver- 
sion, 55. Proclamation agmnst 
him, 65. His Manifesto trom 
Plombikes, 1 14. His canferencfls 
vith Boiingbroke, 136. Goes to 
St.MaJo,144. And to Dunkirk, 
144. Hia lauding in Scotland, 
180. Proceeds to Soone Paleie, 
182. His appearance described, 
184. Ketreati from Perlh, 187. 
Ee-embarks ibr France, 189. 
Dismisses Bolingbroke, L91. Fro- 



to g» to Ital;, 338. His marriage, 
339. His " Council of Five " in 
England, iL 31. His " Declara- 
tion,' 39. State of his afiairs, 
85. SS. His quarrel trith his 
Consort, 89. Hastens to Lorraine, 
]20. His projects of iuTusion, 
120. Eotums to Italy, 122. 
Overtures to him from Walpole, 
iii, 23. Account of liis Court and 
&mit^ at Rome, 24. Bis pngecis 
in &vour of his son, 163. 

Stuart, Charles Edward, Prince, 
called tlie young Pretender, hia 
birth, ii. 30. Account of him at 
Borne, iii. 26. His character, 
164. Leaves Eome, ITS. At 
Gravelinea, 173. Disappointment 
of his hopes, 176. Hia letters 
from Navarre, 203. Embarks 
near Kantes, 205. Lands ui 
Lochnanuagti, 208. Raises his 
standard at Glenfinnan, 213. At 
Perth, 220. At Edinhui^, 232. 
Gives battle atPreslon Pans, 239. 
His proclamations, 249. His mode 
of life atHolyrood, 257. Marches 
into England, 2B1. Retreats from 
Derby, 278. At Glasgow, 2S2. 
Besieges Stirling Castle, 284. 
Gains the battle of Falkirk, 286. 
Defeated at Cnlloden, 304. His 
wanderhigs in the IBghlands, 
313, His escape to Frai^ 317. 
At Madrid, 348. At Paris, 349. 
, His expul^on from France, 360. 
Portrait of him in his later years, 
352. Seci'etly comes to London, 
ir. 8. Overtures to bira from 
America, vi. 122. 

Suffolk, Henry, twelfth Eari of, be- 
comes Secretary of State, v. 293. 
Defends the employrneot of savage 
Indians, vi. 201. ' Kebnked by 
Chatham, 201. 

Sufiblk, Henrietta, Conntes 



. 115. 



Er fria 



with Swift, 2; 

Suffren, Bailll de, in command of a 

French fleet, vii. 98. Secures the 
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Cap« dF OoDd Hope, 
career in India, 305, i 

Siynh Dovlah, nsmed Vi^ci by llie 
Great Uc^al, vii. 214. Hie yrsxa 
^ithtlie Englbb, 215. Condudee 
peace, 221. 

Sniivan, L., bis conteata mth Lord 
elite, TiL 217. 219. Attenipla 
Borne East India legislation, 236. 

Sniliran, General, taken prisonei' at 
BrookljTi, tL 110. Conveys a 
message toCongrees, 111. I^ds 
in Rhode Island, 251. Protests 
against tlie coarse of d'Estaing, 

asi. 

Sunderland, Charles Earl of, liis 
character, i. 236. Appears at 
Hanover, 240. Appointed S«cre- 
taey of State, S63. And First 
L(vd of the Trsasniy, 293. HLs 
share hi the Soutli Sea liaosao- 
tions, a. 21. His death, 26. 

Snnda}' Schools, ih^ origin and 
progrees, vii. 333. 

Sui^^ Dowiah, his reign and eha. 
racier, iv. 316. Confines the 
English prisoners in the " Black 
Hole," 318. His interview with 
Mr. Holwell, 319. Defeated by 
Clive, 323. Concludes a peace, 
323. 1^9 hostile plans, 325. 
Takes the field, 338. His rout 
at PhBsey, 330. IBs death, 334, 

Surrey, Charles, Earl of, s' ' 






141. 



! faith, vii. 75. 
Q against iMrd North, 



Swift, Dr., considei'ed as a pattj 
writer, 1. 48. Froceedmgs against 
his punplitet b; the Honse of 
Lords, 66. His correspondence 
TrithLotdPeterb«iragh,85. Hia 
" Draper's Letters," ii. 63. " The 
snn of his popularity," 67. His 
last jonmej to England, 227. 
His Gulliver's Trayels, 228. His 
account of Oxford, vii, 31.1. 

Talbot, Lord Ciiancellor, hia clia- 

Talbot, second Lord and Earl, his 



duel witfWiikcs, v.aO. Seonres 
two riol«rs with his own hand, 
230. ^s plans of ecunooij in 
the King's kitchen, vii. 5. 
Tarleton, Colonel, active and able. 









And at 



t Was. 
le Catawba 






Temple, lUchard, Earl, becomes First 
Lord <^ the Admiralty, iv. 85. 
His speech on the Address, 87. 
Dismissed from office, 100. Named 
Lord Privy Seal, 107. Presses 
for the Garter, 167. Heagns with 
Pitt, 241, Hia connection with 
Wilkes, V. 18. Visits Wilkes in 
the Tower, 31. Dismissed &om 
hia Lord Lieutenancy, 33. Fro- 
posed for office by Pitt, 39. Sum- 
moned from Sl/me, 103. Dis- 
snadea Pitt from engaging, 1 



ts Pitt's I 



Ee- 



fuses office, 1 53. His paper m 
against Chatham, 167. Kecon- 
dled with bim, 24*. 246. His 
defence of Camden, 249. Sends 
information of John the Painter, 
vi. 143. Opposes Loi-d North's 
Bills, 218. 

Temple, Geoige, second Eai'l, hia 
character, vii. 77. Goes as Lord 
Lieutenant to Ireland, 185. 

Tencin, Cardinal, his Jacobite in- 
trigues, iii. 172. 245. 

Test Act, attempts to repeal the, 
L 326 ; ii, 185. 

Theodore de Senbof, " King of Cor- 
sica," V. 198. 

Thnrlow, T., afterwards Lord, named 
Solicitor General, v, 253. And 
Attorney GBneral,293. His cha- 



againal 



I Tooke, 



. 146. 



His displeasure with the Govi 
mont in the House of Lords, 205. 
Designed for Chancellor, 226. 
BeceivGs the Great Seal with a 
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lx> 



Ewnney t« S^nolds, 325. Ncgo- 
tiatea with Baikingham, viL 140. 
Continoed Chancellor, 144. Op- 
poses hid colleagaes, 163. 165, 

^6^' ^ ■, 

Thnrot, M., his descent on Camcfe. 

Tippoo Mib, Ilia lictory hi Tsnjore, 
viL 305. Snceeeda to the throne, 
306. Conelndea peace with tha 
Enghah, 308. . 

Tory patty, changes of the betw on 
1713 and 1836, i. 7. \ ew ot it 
ii.l765,T. 112. 114 

Townshend, Charles, Lord heooniea 
Secretary of State, i. 102 H a 
character, 105. Soapjcions aga net 
"is letters U> Stanhop 



Disnii 






Becomes Lord Lieotenant of Ire 
land, 256. Again diamiaEed, 262. 
Eeturna to office as LordPteaident, 
366. Aa Seotetaij of State, ii. 1 9. 
His jealousy of Carteret, 57, 59. 
Concludes ike Treaty of Hanover, 
81, His first riTslrj with Wal- 
pole, 83. Eesbts the cession of 
Gibraltar, 132. Hb final breach 
witli Ihe Prime Minister, 136. 
ReKres from puhhc life, 137. 
Townshend, George, Lord, afterwards 
first Morqnis, his Vice-Eoyalty of 
Ireland, T. 374. Eiplains the con- 
duct of Montcalm, vi. 204. Aasiuled 
in the Gordon riots, viL 19. 
lownshend, Charles, his oharaclcr, 
iv.27. BccomesSccretaryatWar, 
218. His volatile poUtioa, 249. 
His aarcasm on Bute and New- 
castle, 258. Disniisaed fi-om office, 
V. 29. Hia eloquence in Oppoai- 
tion, 61. His sarcasm on the 
Eockinghajn Ministi7, 110. Be- 
oomea Chaneellorof lie Eiehequer, 
158. Summoned to the Cabinelj 
164. Cabals agahist Chatham, 
175. Defeated on the Land Tux, 
177. His "Champagne speech," 

179. His new taxes in America, 

180. HiSBmbitioasscheraoB,134. 
And sudden death, 184. 



Townshend, Thomas, aftei-wai-ds Lord 
Sydney, bis mution on Dr. Howell's 
Sermon, v. 303. A rising Par- 
liamentary speaker, vi. 351. Ap- 
pointed Secretary at War, vu. 145. 
And Secretary of Slate, 185. 

Treeothiok, Barlow, chosen Loid 
Mayor, T. 274. EndeayoniB lo 

Tiiple Alliance, the, concluded at the 

Ifoguo. i. 256. 
Tucker, Dean, hia pamphlcia on 



vi. 101. 






a peace, 315. 

U ted States, (lee American Colo- 
nes) declare thar independence, 
vi. 98. 107. Pi'ogi'ess of the vrar 
m, 107 — 113. State of parties 
among them, 118 — 123. Pro- 
greas of tho war in, 124—134. 
Change of feeling in their Con- 
gresa, 135. Progress of the war 
in, 156 — 168. Invaded on tJie 
aide of Canada, 169—186. Con- 
vention signed for thorn at Sara- 
tt«a, 186. Their conduct to fha 
CouTHltion troops, 193 — 197. 
Thar Ueaty with France, 209. 
Changeoffeelingainongfliem,228. 
Pn^resa of the war k, 241-253. 
& 272 — 274. Growing depred- 
ation of their paper money, 276. 
Thdrfinal uiaolvency, 275. Pro- 
gress of the war in, vii. 46—72. 
]00_ia4. Thar merciless treat- 
ment of the loyalists, 169. Con- 
ditionof(heirarraie»,170. Nego- 
tiations for peace with them, 178 
—181.197—200. Peace con- 
cluded,200. Complaints of France 
against Ihem, 201. 
Utrecht, Treaty of, laid before Far- 



t, i. 35. : 



ea upon, 3 



Public thanksgiving for, 42. 
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HJE defence in the House of Com- 
mons, 97, 131. 

Vnrgeimea, Comls de, his remark on 
tha battle of Germantown, vi. 1 63. 
Inlercedes for Captiun ABgilJ, sii, 
170. Complains of till United 
States, SOI. Signs tbe Peaoe 
with England, 205. 

Vernon, iSmiral E., fakes Poi-lo 
Bello, iii, 57. Attaota Cartha- 
gena, 6a IJepnlsed nith loss, 63. 

YIllAdarias, Marquis de, his con- 
spire!?, i. 286. Eetircs fmn the 

Vov^;es of Discovery, account of, 



Wade, General, his conduct in the 
Highlands, iL 86. Cominsnda 
tlio arm)' in Flanders, iL 180. 
And ui the north of liigland, 
243. Reports of his nwremenCs, 
262. 268. Superseded, 284. 

Wald^rave, Earl, ambassador at 
Paris, ii. 125. 185. 

Wald^iave, second Earl, consulted 
by tha King, iv. 98. His politi- 
cal n^fldaHons, 105, 106. Mor- 
riage of his widow, v. 306. 

Wales, Prince of. See G^o and 
Frederick. 

Wal«i, Princess Dowager of, her 
prudent conduct, iv. 11. Her 
remarlcs on her son's preeeptois, 
21. IVhollj confides in Lord 
Bulo, E3. Her conversation with 
Dodington, 53. Opposes the 
King,54.81. Applies to Ches- 
terfleld, 104. Her conduct to 
the Duke of Cumberland, 118. 
Her secluded life, v. 55. Omitted 
from the E^noy Bill, 97. 100. 
Her death, 310. 

Walpole, Sr Eobert, his speech in 
defence of Steele, i. 67. Moves 
thBAddressml715,I19. Chair- 
man of the Committee of Smtcc j, 
122. First Lord of tha Treasury, 
134. Hia differences vitb the 
Eng, 235. Eesigiis his office, 
362. His chai'aoter, 264. 



His altarcaUon with Stsnhopa, 
274. Opposes the Mutiny Bill, 
296. And the Quadruple Alli- 
anca, 825. Hia eloquent speech 
Bg^nat tha Peerage Biil, 365. 
Becomes Paymaster of the Forces, 
366. Promotes a reconcaliatjon 
in the Eoyal Family, ii. 2. His 
conduct in tha South Sea scheme, 
15. His financial remedy, J7. 
Becomes Chancellor irf the Es- 
dicquar, 20. And Prime Minis- 
ter, 28. Imposes a tax on Eoman 
CathoUca, 40. Appears as a 
witness ag^nst Atterbuiy, 45. 
Hia interview with Bolingbroke, 
52. Hia contest with Carteret, 
66. Firab rivaliy between him 
and Townshend, 83. Cabals of 
BoIIngbroke agwnst him, 107, 
Hia first audience of Gaorga II., 
116. Prevaila over Sir Spencer 
Compton, 118. His omtasts with 
Pultcney, 124. And with Towns- 
tend, 136. Hisnndiaputedascon- 
dency, 149. His excise scheme, 
His vigorous meaaurca, 169. Se- 
aists the Tcpeal of the Septennial 
Act, 176. And the increase of 
the Prince of Wales's income, 203. 
Last injunction lo him of Queen 
Caroline, 208. His contempt for 
literature, 224. His mercenary 
writers, 225. Brings in tha Play- 
house Bill, 231. Hia second mar- 
riage,262. Intrigues agajnat him, 
270. His Convention with SpdQ, 
272. Denounces the Secedera, 
278. Impelled to a declaration of 
war,282. His diminished aireugth, 
iii. 4. His altercation with New- 
castle, 21. Apphes to the Pre- 
tender, 23. Hie answers to Sandys, 
68. And to Pulleney, 73. His 
foreign policy, 80. Growing onl^ 
ray agamst liini,93. Hia last Par- 
liamentary struggles, 96, EeuignB, 

102. Created Eari of Orfwd, 

103. His long athninistrayon re- 
viewed, 103. His parting advice 
to lie King, 107. See Orford. 
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Walpola, Horace, the elder, his ac- 
coant of the Dntch, i. 215. His 
violent langnage, 231, Appears 
at Harmrer, S42. CotiTejs mes- 
sages to London, S44. Goes on 
a secret mission to Paris, ji. 67. 
Receives his credentials as am- 
bassador, 58. His chaiact«r, 101. 
At tbe Congress of Suseons, 125. 
Active in the Honse of Commons, 
275. GoestoHol]and,2Sl. His 
account of English politics, 160. 
Wslpdle, Hoiace, the younger, bis 
anlhorify as sn historian, ii. 
209. Describes bis father's fall, 
iii. 97. Spaks in his other's 
defence, 130. His description of 
the Btouse of Commons, iv. 100. 
And of the funeral of George IL, 
212. His conversation with Pitt, 
V. 45. His Tiat at Bedford 
Honse, 101. An active go-be- 
tireen in polidcs, 170. Describes 
the " Cbampagne speech " of 
Townshend, 179. Thehislorian 
of landscape gardening, vi. 329. 
His account of Foa, sii. 92. Of 
Pitt the jonnger, .129. And of 
Henrjlhindas, 130. His Castle 
of Otnmto, 326. 
Warburton, Bishop, liia correspond- 
ence witJi Pitt, V. 42. DenouQcea 
Wilkes, 44. 
Warren, Dr. Joseph, a patriot at 
Boston, vi. S6. Leads s, bodj of 
troops at Bunker's Hill, 5S. His 
death and cimraoter, 58. 
■Washington, George (afterwards 
General), his surrender at Great 
Meadows, iv. *' ' ^' 



, 69. ffis 






the Kon- 



Signs 



n agreement, 
Adheres to the party of 
conservation, S20. His opinion 
on the Boston Port Bill, vL 6. 
And on Lord Sandwich's speech, 
8. Presides at a meeting of Fair- 
fai county, 29. Elected Com- 
mander-in-Chief, 43. His cha- 
racter, 43. Seta oat for Massa- 
chusetts, G3. His report on 



described, 65. His w. 
der, 66. Complains of his eitn- 
ation, 80. Raises works on Dor- 
chester Heights, 82, Recovers 
Boston, 83. Medal m his iionour, 
85. His head-quarters at New- 
York, 107, 108. His anguiah at 
Brooklyn,110. Secures his array, 
111. Carries on ilie war, 113 
—119. Retreats Buuugh the 
Jerseys, 125—123. IBs gloomy 
prospects, 128. Surprises Tren- 
ton, 130. ffisnight-march, 1" 
ffis suoceas ■ - ■ ■ - 



Freni 



at I 

■ powers granted him, 135. 

iplaiiis of the number of 
ihmen, 151. Carries on the 
war, 157--166. Hl-nsed by 
Gates, 192. His noble conduct, 
193. His view of the Saratoga 
ConveutiMl, 197. In hie camp 
at Valley Foige, 241. Cabals 
against hjm, 242. Hears of the 
tj-eaty with Franco, 244. 



advii 



■AeH, 250. Give; 



battle at Mraunouth, S 
Buades the invasion of Canada, 
. 254. Destitute state of his 
army, 274. His " nocture of the 
times,'' 276. Levies military 
contributiOTB, vii. 53. Meets Ro- 
chambeau at Harttbid, 56. His 
head-quarters described, 67. Ar- 

coversthetreachery of Arnold, 61 
—64. Directs the trial of Andr^, 
66. Refuses sxtj mitigation of the 
sentence, 66. 68. Critical esamin- 
ation of hiBconduet, 70. His stern- 
ness on thisoccasion, 72. Mutiny in 
his troops, IDO. Plans an attack 
upon New York, 107. Marches 
to Virgkia, 115. Dh'ects the 
operations agakst York-town, 115 
— 130. Condndes a capitnlatioit 
with Lord CornwaUis, 121—123. 
Eelents to Captain Asgill, 170. 
Hieaiuountofhieanny, 171. Ke- 
jects an oveituro tu make him 
King, 172. 
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